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Introduction
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine ... for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”. (2Timothy 3:16, 17) The scriptures tell us how the first man's disobedience introduced sin and death. It explains God’s promise to restore what he intended for the world. The pronounced prophecies are explained and demonstrated throughout the scriptures as God’s promises and purpose gradually unfold.

You’ll see occasional reference to God by his name, Jehovah, as shown in the KJV at Psalm 83:18, and cross references are utilized for explanations.
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Featured Scriptures
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Daniel’s Vision

(Daniel 7:3 – 8) Four huge beast came out of the sea, each different from the others.
The first one was like a lion ... And look another beast, a second one, like a bear. .. After this I kept watching and look! Another beast, like a leopard.... And the beast had four heads and it was given authority to rule.
After this I kept watching in the vision of the night, and I saw a fourth beast, fearsome and terrifying and unusually strong... it had ten horns. While I considered the horns, look! another horn, a small one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were plucked up from before it. And look! There were eyes like human eyes in this horn, and there was a mouth speaking arrogantly.
Daniel 7:17 – These huge beast, four in number, are four kings who will stand up from the earth.
John’s Vision

Revelation 13:1, 2 – And I saw a wild beast ascending out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten diadems, but upon its heads blasphemous names. Now the wild beast that I saw was like a leopard, but its feet were as those of a bear, and its mouth was as a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave to the beast its power and its throne and great authority.

Revelation 17:9 – 13 – This calls for a mind that has wisdom: The seven heads mean seven mountains, where the woman sits on top. And there are seven kings: five have fallen, one is and the other has not yet arrived, but when he does arrive, he must remain a short while ... The ten horns that you saw means ten kings, who have not yet received a kingdom, but they do receive authority as kings for one hour with the wild beast. These have one thought so they give their power and authority to the wild beast
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Explanation
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According to Revelation 1:1, John received the revelation in signs or symbols. Other bible verses consistently explain its signs or symbols. According to Isaiah 57:20, the sea refers to restless humanity or nations. Daniel at Daniel 7:2 – 8 revealed having a similar vision as John of a beast coming out of the sea. According to Daniel 7:6, one of the beasts received rulership. The beast in Revelation 13:2 received a throne, power and authority (rulership). Daniel identified the beasts in his vision as four kings who would stand up from the earth.

Examine both visions and see similarities, denoting they carry the same meaning. They both speak of successive world powers. Bear in mind that, for the outworking of Jehovah's purpose for the earth and humans, all the bible prophecies tie in with the first prophecy in Genesis 3:15 that said, "I shall put enmity between you and the woman and between your seed and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will strike him in the heel".

How It Started

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. When designing the land surface, He gathered the water into one place, causing the land to appear. God called the water sea and the dry land He named earth. Jehovah proceeded to decorate the earth with vegetation. Darkness, light and their relevant illuminants He made to give light by day and night. Then He created sea animals, flying creatures, crawling animals and the beasts of the earth. Finally, he created man and woman – six satisfying creative days. God made humans in His image and likeness – they were perfect.

Jehovah planted a garden with trees producing a variety of fruits in Eden. He caused two specific trees to grow in its midst. They were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He instructed Adam not to eat from the latter. Jehovah told Adam, “In the day you eat from it, you shall surely die”. However, the couple allowed a crafty serpent to deceive them into eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. By doing so, they transgressed against God’s instruction and thus introduced sin and death. (Romans 6:23) It was then God placed a curse on the serpent and uttered the first prophecy as recorded in Genesis 3:15 – “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.” (Genesis 1:1 – 3:15) utilized for explanations. 

Identifying the Seeds

Adam and Eve had children. (Genesis 3:16; 4:1, 2; 5:3) Jehovah later revealed that the seed would come from Abraham, from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 22:15 – 18; 49:10), and the family of King David (Psalm 89:3, 4; Luke 1:30 – 33). Christ Jesus is the primary part of the seed. (Galatians 3:16). The congregation of anointed Christians is the other part of the seed. (Galatians 3:26 – 29) Together, Jesus and the anointed ones form God’s Kingdom. (Compare Luke 22:28, 29) God will use the Kingdom to destroy Satan (Luke 12:32; Romans 16:20)

The prophecy in Eden indicated that the Serpent would have a seed and there would be enmity between the “woman seed and the serpent seed”. The Bible identifies the Serpent as Satan, the Great Dragon and the Devil (Revelation 12:9; 20:2). All those who hate God and fight his people collectively is the Serpent’s seed. In addition to other organizations, Satan has organized his seed in governments or kingdoms (Luke 4:5, 6). Some of these governments have fought directly against the nation of Israel or the Congregation of Anointed Christians. Hence, the understanding of why Daniel and John's visions mentioned only eight great powers, although there were others.

The wild beast with the seven heads received great authority from the dragon (the Devil). Then John saw a scarlet beast that was the image of the wild beast. It also had seven heads. An angel told John that the seven heads meant seven kings or governments. Five of those kings were no longer ruling. One was in power, and the other had not yet arrived.
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Six Sucessive World Powers
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The first head of the beast symbolizes Egypt, the first world power to oppose and fight against the nation of Israel - God's chosen people and descendants of Abraham. (Exodus 1:15-20; 14:13) Later, God granted the Israelites the Promised Land.

The second head of the beast means Assyria, a kingdom that attempted to destroy the Israelites. (2 Kings 19:32 – 35)

The third head of the beast is Babylon, which also came up against the Israelites. (2 Kings 20:16 – 18; 24:10 – 25:11)

Jehovah informed the Israelites that he will no longer permit their kings to sit on His throne in Jerusalem. (1 Chronicles 29:23) He promised that a descendant of King David who had the legal right to be His King would come. (Ezekiel 21:25-27) Another prophecy revealed that the Jews would be worshipping at the temple in Jerusalem when the promised Messiah arrives. (Daniel 9:24-27) Before the Babylonian captivity, a prophecy foretold the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2) For these prophecies to fulfill, the Jews had to leave Babylon, return to their land, and rebuild the temple.

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon dreamt about a giant image made of different metals. (Daniel 2:1, 19, 31 – 38) Jehovah used Daniel to reveal that the gold head of the image means the kingdom of Babylon. The breasts and arms of silver mean the world power that would come after Babylon. Explaining in detail the prophecies tell how Cyrus of Persia would conquer Babylon. (Isaiah 44:28 – 45:2) Two of Daniel's visions - the one about the bear that raised on one side and that was going to eat much flesh, and the other vision of the ram with two horns pointed to the next world power after Babylon – Medo-Persia. (Daniel 7:5; 8:3, 20) As the Prophecy foretold, Jehovah used Medo-Persia to conquer Babylon and to allow the Israelites to return to their land and rebuild the temple. (2 Chronicles 36:22, 23)

Medo-Persia, the fourth head of the beast and the silver breast and arm of the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, later turned against Israel. Ester relates how Haman, a prominent official of Persia, wanted to kill all the Jews who lived in this large kingdom. Haman instructed the people throughout the kingdom to kill all the Jews on the day that he had chosen. Again, Jehovah protected Israel. (Esther 1:1 – 3; 3:8, 9; 8:3, 9 – 14)

In one of Daniel's dreams, he saw a leopard with four wings. Greece was the leopard, which would conquer other nations very quickly. In another vision, Daniel saw a he-goat that had one large horn. It quickly killed the ram with the two horns. The identification of the ram with the two horns is Medo-Persia. The he-goat with the one large horn is Greece, and the large horn represented the first king of Greece. (Daniel 8:20) The large horn broke. Four other horns grew in its place. The large horn represents Alexander the Great. He led the Greek army against Medo-Persia. The large horn broke when Alexander died suddenly at age 32. Four of his generals eventually took parts of his kingdom. Thus, Greece is the fifth head of the beast and the copper belly and thighs
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