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Twin Powers Of Politics And Religion: The World In Crisis.

The world today is beset by the turmoil created by the twin powers of politics and religion.

As social discourse on these matters become more toxic, and as attitude of politicians within the superpowers become more hardened in the ongoing vicious confrontation and competition, the world is slipping rapidly into a state of great instability, with major conflicts and world war looming large over the horizon.

What can be done to avert these imminent dangers?
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1. Politics And Religion
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One might say that politics and religion are two sides of the same coin. Both are very important to the peace and security of the world. And both can do as much harm as good.

The scourge of political unrest and religious terrorism have been increasingly steadily and is now threatening to tear the world apart.
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2. Politics
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There are as many political systems as there are countries in the world. Each country has its own unique political system, its own priorities and its unique prejudices.

All the advanced countries in the West think that their system of the various forms of democracy is the best in the world, and all other countries should all follow their system if they want peace and prosperity.

On the other hand, all developing countries have other own ideas about politics. They do not see how they can simply adopt the political system of advanced countries in the West. They do not see how they can get the resources to replicate the highly convoluted, hugely wasteful and expensive systems in the West. They do not see how these highly confrontational, adversarial and expensive systems can help them to overcome their poverty, their lack of infrastructure, their lack of technological expertise, their low educational standards and their knowledge gap following decades of colonization and exploitation by foreign countries.

Indeed, politics is a matter of survival, not just an ideological contest.

Politics is the contest for resources and power between the rich and the poor in any country. Politics is about development. Politics is about balancing tradition and modernity. Politics is about law and order. Politics is about food, water, fuel, health and shelter.
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3. Religions
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Religion is an emotional matter for almost everybody. It is a matter of personal choice. It is a matter of tradition. It is a matter of living and developing as a person. It is a matter of peace of mind.

The West has basically been ruled by one form or another of Christianity for centuries. But the rest of the world have much more diverse religious allegiances in different regions and different countries.

In the rest of the world, religions are also entwined deeply with traditions, languages and cultures. There is no one-size-fits-all solution to the issue of religion.

The key to religious harmony is mutual tolerance and mutual respect. But that goodwill is often in short supply.

How do the Christians find common ground with Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Daoists, and other religions and philosophies around the world? How do the various religions achieve harmony among themselves and among different cultures?

In view of the importance of Christianity in world affairs, it is instructive to look at how Christianity evolved through the long human history. It is interesting to note that Christianity has its roots in the world's oldest monotheist religion of Judaism which has a very special history among all religions.
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4. Exclusive Judaism
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Judaism was set up as an exclusive club for Jews alone, who see themselves as having struck a special deal (a covenant or contract) with God to be a people given God's special protection for dedicated worship.

Is this motivated by a special yearning for protection of a much persecuted people? Or an ingeniously-designed fair trade based on a truly mercantile instinct?

Nobody can claim to know for certain. And this was one of its uniqueness. In any case, it was left to Jesus Christ to eventually break this self-limiting condition to embrace all humanity in developing the hugely successful global Christianity.
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5. Christianity
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Christianity is now the religion with the most number of believers in the world. Two other religions Islam and Hinduism are close behind in their numbers of followers. However, it should not be forgotten that probably only about half of the world's population are followers of religion; the other half are either non-religious or atheists. What sets the religious population of a country apart is that they usually dominate the politics of the country, perhaps because they are more organized and therefore more influential.

Nevertheless, being the world's most popular religion has given Christianity much power and prestige, especially when Christianity is the de facto national religion of the many countries of the politically and economically powerful West.

Christianity certainly needs to work hard if it is to achieve a semblance of rapport and peaceful co-existence with the other religions of the world.
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