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        shops, drops & danish rolls:

        gurnee, il; kenosha, wi; racine, wi

      
    

  


  Past Chicago’s North Shore suburbs on I-94, there’s space enough for scenic orchards, mammoth malls, and sprawling gardens. While you might be familiar with a few select spots, this day trip breaks that same old, same old mold. After all, let’s remember, cities like Kenosha and Racine didn’t burn down in their formative years, so there’s actually history that dates pretty far back for Midwest standards. Chicago’s architectural historians quibble over which of two 1830s homes is the “oldest” (Clarke vs. Noble-Seymour-Crippen), but Kenosha generously offers up a whole neighborhood full of pre—Civil War structures. A bit farther inland, Gurnee took a little longer to make its mark, but with major attractions and a huge water park resort, it keeps getting stronger. Each area has its own info center, plus a handy 24-hour Lake County visitor kiosk is located at the Lake Forest Oasis on the Tri-State Tollway I-294/I-94 between IL 60 and IL 176.


  gurnee


  A pilgrimage to Great America was an anticipated summer ritual when I was growing up. Early years meant going with the family, sometimes even dragging along my unwitting grandparents from New York, who put a smile on and took turns going on kiddie rides with my older sister and me. In high school the kid with the biggest car would pile as many of us in as humanly possible (hey, the seatbelt law wasn’t enacted until 1985), and we’d trek out with spending money in our pockets and two dimes to call our parents to let them know we’d be coming home later than planned. When the nearly 2-million-square-foot Gurnee Mills shopping mall opened in 1991, it quickly became the staple for back-to-school shopping, and is even a bigger draw now. (Trivia: It originally contained a Planet Hollywood). In fact, Gurnee may have begun small, with a population of just under 4,000 as recently as 1973, but it’s about 31,000 now, and it’s all about the big. Big roller coasters. Big shopping. Big fun.
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  getting there


  From downtown, take I-90/I-94 west (you’re going north) and continue on I-94 when I-90 branches off to O’Hare. Soon after you pass the Lake Avenue exit, I-94 merges with US 41 north, the Edens. Be sure you follow US 41 at this point, not the exit to I-94 (you could, but you’d go out of your way west just to come back east). To get to most attractions in Gurnee, you’ll take exit 132 (Grand Avenue) off US 41. It’s about an hour’s drive, but be prepared for traffic, as there always seems to be some construction somewhere on I-94, and part of US 41 is only two lanes and has traffic lights through several cities (taking I-94 avoids most stoplights). Visit plan94.org for construction updates.


  where to go


  Lake County, Illinois Convention & Visitors Bureau. 5465 W. Grand Ave. Ste. 100, Gurnee; (800) 525-3669, (847) 662-2700; lakecounty.org. Pick up free visitor guides and tips on where to go. Open Mon through Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.


  Cuneo Mansion & Gardens. 1350 N. Milwaukee Ave., Vernon Hills; (847) 362-3042; cuneomansion.org. Before reaching Gurnee, take a detour off I-94 into Vernon Hills to check out this majestic Italianate villa. An impressive vision of grand stone staircases, stained glass, and suits of armor, plus breathtaking Jens Jensen–designed gardens, the 100-acre estate was completed in 1918 for GE founder Samuel Insull and purchased in 1937 by businessman John Cuneo Sr. It remained under the stewardship of John Cuneo Jr. and his wife Herta until 2009, when the family foundation donated it to Loyola University to use for educational programming and fine and performing arts events. Guided tours (the only way in) offer a peek at the Cuneos’ rich and refined lifestyle, along with many of the family’s exquisite antiques, paintings, sculptures, and tapestries. Tours Fri, Sat, and Sun; gardens open Fri, Sat, and Sun 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; typically closed Jan. Admission; free for Loyola students, faculty, and staff, as well as clergy and military and Loyola University Museum of Art members. Free for all on the first Wed of the month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tours also available by appointment.


  Lambs Farm. 14245 W. Rockland Rd., Libertyville; (847) 362-4636; lambsfarm.org. A pre-Gurnee stop, just off I-94 at US 176, this 72-acre farm started out in 1961 as a pet shop on State Street in Chicago and now trumps any carnival petting zoo I’ve ever seen. Sheep, lambs, goats, kids, chickens, rabbits, and adorable pygmy goats sidle up for rubs and kisses (on the hands only, please). Need more action? The farm has an 18-hole minigolf course, a kiddie train ride, a cute old-fashioned carousel, and a cow bounce house. Oh, yes, and a pet shop full of pleading pups, kittens, and more (enter at your own risk, if you know what I mean). The facility’s pride and joy, though, is its emphasis on employing, assisting, housing, and teaching adults with developmental disabilities. Open daily in season (generally spring through fall) 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission.


  Mother Rudd Home Museum. 4690 Old Grand Ave.; (847) 263-9540; motherrudd.org. Built in 1844 and now home to the Warren Township Historical Society, this former tavern, inn, and Underground Railroad stopover is also one of the oldest structures in Lake County. Displays include a re-created 1930s kitchen and 1900 bedroom, plus historic artifacts and photographs of the Gurnee area. Open to the public Tues 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or call for scheduled open house days.


  Six Flags Great America. 1 Great America Pkwy.; (847) 249-4636; sixflags.com/greatamerica. You could certainly spend an entire day at this longstanding amusement park, what with more than a dozen roller coasters, the interactive Buccaneer Battle, Kidzopolis for the littlest ones, the included-with-admission Hurricane Harbor water park and Riptide Bay for more wild wet fun. But if you only have half a day, squeeze in a few top thrills. My picks: the beloved Little Dipper from the old Kiddieland grounds; the creaky oldie but goodie American Eagle (I finally mastered that when I was 20); high-speed looper, the Demon; and classic splasher, the Logger’s Run. Not scary enough for ya? OK, then, brave souls, try the park’s newest scream-inducer as of summer 2014, the Goliath, declaring its title as the world’s fastest wooden coaster—speeds reach 72 mph—with the tallest and steepest drop, plunging riders 180 feet nearly straight down an 85-degree slide. From there the others will seem tame: Batman the Ride, claiming to be the world’s first inverted, outside-looping coaster; Raging Bull, now the second-fastest coaster at the park; and the crazy headfirst freak-out Superman. Skip the biggest crowds by visiting on a weekday or during April, May, June (before schools let out), or September. Admission starts at around $45 for kids, and parking is extra, but you can get the most for your money with packages, discounts, and deals through the website. Open seasonally, as well as during the annual Halloween Fright Fest in October. Call or go online for hours of operation.


  Tempel Lipizzans. 17000 Wadsworth Rd., Old Mill Creek; (847) 623-7272; tempelfarms.com. Trot on over to see performances by the graceful, Prince Charming–worthy white horses that are part of the world’s largest privately owned herd of this type of horse. Playful brown and black foals begin the show—they’ll turn white as they grow—then give it up to the athletic, agile, awe-inspiring adult horses that leap, pirouette, dance in synch, and show off their medieval battle techniques. After the show, browse the historic stables and antique carriage collection. Performance days vary, but generally Wed, Sat, and Sun, June through Oct. Call about admission prices and off-season facility tours.


  Wildlife Discovery Center. 1401 Middlefork Dr., Lake Forest; (847) 615-4388; cityoflakeforest.com. This wildlife conservation center on the historic Elawa Farm now houses the largest reptile exhibit in northern Illinois and the nation’s largest public display of rattlesnakes, not to mention 800 acres of hiking and biking trails. Stop and say hello to Flora the iguana (watch what happens when you rub her head), the 14-foot king cobra, the crocodile monitor lizard, the posse of painted turtles (our state reptile, by the way), and Aussie and Harriet, a pair of Australian kookaburras—they’re good for a laugh. Open Tues, Fri, and Sat. Free.
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          Tucked in among McMansions and suburban sprawl lies one of my favorite Chicagoland destinations: Long Grove Historic Village. Not particularly grand or influential, Long Grove, Illinois, began as the crossroads of two Native American paths and developed in the early 1800s as a German farming town. Luckily for us, Long Grove residents long ago decided to preserve their historic buildings, their cobblestone walks, and their old-fashioned sensibilities. Today, dozens of independently owned boutiques and restaurants make their homes in restored structures, plaques mark the many landmarks, and the village practically overflows with charm, especially during annual winter holiday festivities. It’s an entirely walkable town, with clusters of shops and restaurants that make strolling and shopping almost like an old-fashioned outdoor mall. Here, my top 10 spots to hit on your visit:


          1. Country House of Long Grove. 430 Robert Parker Coffin Rd.; (847) 634-2292; countryhouseoflonggrove.com. Kitchen gadgets, weather vanes, vintage-style metal signs.


          2. Dakota Expressions. 317 Old McHenry Rd.; (847) 634-8250; dakotaexpressions.com. Native American and southwestern jewelry, crafts, shoes, and accessories.


          3. Beata’s Soul Art. 404 B Robert Parker Coffin Rd.; (224) 387-8132; beatassoulart.com. Beata Krasuski’s handcrafted wearable art that focus on nano felt and wet felt techniques.


          4. Potpourri. 329 Old McHenry Rd.; (847) 634-9242. Everything to make you and your home smell delicious.


          5. Long Grove Confectionery. 220 Robert Parker Coffin Rd.; (847) 634-0080; longgrove.com. Chocolate-covered everything and outstanding English toffee. Watch them make their homemade fudge.


          6. Ma & Pa’s Candy Store. 424 Robert Parker Coffin Rd; (847) 634-0450; maandpascandy.com. Nostalgic sweets like sour balls, Pop Rocks and button candy, Sour Patch Kids, and Swedish Fish.


          7. Nifty 50’s. 325 Old McHenry Rd.; (847) 478-1932; nifty-50s.com. Collectibles from the bobby socks era, such as old Coca-Cola and Betty Boop merchandise, Beatles posters, and Elvis lunch boxes.


          8. Long Grove Cafe. 235 Robert Parker Coffin Rd.; (847) 955-9600; longgrovecafe.com. Family-friendly menu and a scenic setting overlooking Mill Pond.


          9. The Village Tavern. 135 Old McHenry Rd; (847) 634-3117; villagetavernoflonggrove.com. Operating continuously since 1849, now featuring half-pound Angus beef burgers, Wednesday night all-you-can-eat broasted chicken, and live music most nights.


          10. Within Reach. 308 Old McHenry Rd.; (847) 634-2399. Country-quaint home decor; plus, Within Kid’s Reach featuring hand-painted furniture.


          If you stop here before heading up to Gurnee, take I-90/I-94, following I-94 north, which merges with US 41. Take the Dundee exit west and turn right at McHenry Road (IL 83); at the fork stop, take a left, then a quick right on Old McHenry Road. There’s a visitor center in the main parking lot. For more information: (847) 634-0888; visitlonggrove.com.

        
      

    

  


  where to shop


  Gurnee Antique Center. 5742 Northridge Dr.; (847) 782-9094; gurneeantiquecenter.com. More than 200 dealers share their wares in a 24,000-square-foot space. Find top-quality, independently appraised 18th-, 19th-, and early 20th-century furniture, glass, jewelry, art, books, clothing, and more. Open daily.


  Gurnee Mills. 6170 W. Grand Ave.; (847) 263-7500; simon.com/mall/gurnee-mills. Faced with more than 200 outlets and “value” retailers ranging from Abercrombie & Fitch to Zales, I dare you not to leave laden with shopping bags. The Neiman Marcus Last Call store is one of only two in Illinois; the Disney Store Outlet is a parent’s very own fairytale; and the Bass Pro Shops is like an outdoorsy amusement park. Browse Bed Bath & Beyond, Macy’s, Kohl’s, T.J. Maxx, Sears Grand, Guess Factory Store, H&M, Saks Fifth Avenue Off Fifth— the list goes on and on. Breaks from shopping include a skating rink and arcade, movie theaters, and a new mirror maze. Let’s just say, wear your walking shoes and keep track of that credit card max. Open daily.


  where to eat


  D.W. Anderson’s Eatery & Ice Cream Parlor. KeyLime Cove Water Resort. 1700 Nations Dr.; (262) 656-8033; keylimecove.com. When an ice cream creation called the Kitchen Sink arrives at the table literally in a kitchen sink, you know you’re in for a treat. This ’50s-style diner at the huge KeyLime Cove Water Resort doesn’t disappoint in size and humor. A crowd-pleasing selection of salads, sandwiches, burgers, pizza, and fried food—not just fries, but fries topped with bacon, ranch dressing, and cheddar cheese—will have you adjusting your belt to the next notch. Open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. For more on KeyLime Cove, check out the Where to Stay section below. $.


  David’s Bistro. 883 Main St., Antioch; (847) 603-1196; davidsbistro.com. Any place where the kids’ menu has more than mac and cheese (though they have that too)—think mini “corny” dogs and jumbo fried shrimp—gets points in my book. But it’s the grown-up gastronomy that gets the raves. Chef-owner David Maish’s quaint storefront eatery features a seasonally changing menu with highlights like New Zealand lamb chops crusted with pine nuts and pecans; pasta with sautéed spinach, portabellas, and sundried tomatoes; and several creative pizzas and soups. Or just go for martinis and desserts. Open for lunch and dinner Tues through Sun. $$–$$$.


  Saluto’s Italian Restaurant. 7680 Grand Ave.; (847) 356-6900; salutosofgurnee.com. This longtime local family-owned, family-friendly favorite is known for its house salad dressing that people pack up to go, along with its homemade buttercrust pizzas, fresh baked rolls, and family-size portions of pasta. Open Mon for lunch and Tues through Sun for lunch and dinner. $$–$$$.


  Timothy O’Toole’s. 5572 Grand Ave.; (847) 249-0800; timothyotooles.com. Mimicking its sister sports bar near the Mag Mile, the Gurnee location has much of the same drinking, merriment, and hearty bar menu: award-winning wings; baskets of chicken fingers, fried shrimp, and ribs; fish-and-chips; two meatloaf options; and burgers, salads, and wraps. Be authentic and pair your meal with one of nine different Guinness beer concoctions. Open for lunch and dinner daily and brunch on weekends. $$.


  where to stay


  Camping in Chain O’ Lakes State Park. 8916 Wilmot Rd., Spring Grove; (847) 587-5512; dnr.illinois.gov. Can’t beat the prices at this camping and RV site bordered by three lakes—Grass, Marie, and Nippersink—and the Fox River, which connects the chain of seven other lakes. About a half hour from Gurnee, the state park abounds with boating activities, along with hiking, biking, horseback riding, as well as cross-country skiing if you don’t intend to camp but want some winter outdoor exercise. If you are camping, just make sure you post your permit and pack plenty of bug spray. $.


  KeyLime Cove Water Park. 1700 Nations Dr.; (877) 360-0403; keylimecove.com. A tropical adventure comes with your room at this “official resort” of Great America. Opened in 2008 by Famous Dave’s restaurant mogul Dave Anderson, the resort does it up with coconut scents in the air (seriously), pastel colors all around, and Jimmy Buffett–like tunes. You might think it’s cheesy, but it’s all about the getaway experience, with an indoor water park that’s 86 degrees all the time, 6 restaurants, an arcade, live entertainment, and the Paradise Mist Spa, which offers services for both adults and kids. $$$.


  The Roxana Bed & Breakfast Hotel. 94 Lippincott Rd., Fox Lake; (847) 587-1705 or (877) ROXANA1; theroxana.com. Romance comes easy at this historic 1893 bed and breakfast along the Mineola Bay of Fox Lake and set among 3 acres. Pull up a swing on the wraparound porch or settle into one of the leather parlor chairs in front of the fireplace. The 10 guest rooms are decked out prettily in period pieces (think florals, lace, and four-poster beds), most with private baths and lake views. $–$$$.


  kenosha


  When Chicagoans think Kenosha, we usually think outlet stores. But K Town offers exploring beyond the racks. Four distinct historic districts and a lighthouse from 1866 highlight the architecture. The fourth-largest city along Lake Michigan originally served as an automobile manufacturing hub from about 1902 to 1988, with names like Hudson, Nash, and American Motors Corporation. These days, it’s somewhat quieter, with lots of downtown Chicago workers using it as their far north—and far cheaper—suburb, commuting quite easily by Metra, which has its only Wisconsin depot in Kenosha. OK, now you can hit the mall.


  getting there


  Kenosha is about 20 miles north and slightly east of Gurnee. Jump back onto US 41 heading north, where you’ll stay for about 8 miles. After you pass Rosencrans Road, I-94 scoots back east to join US 41 again, and you’ll merge with it at this point. Take exit 344 for WI 50 toward Kenosha. Turn right onto WI 50/75th Street and follow that into town. Like Chicago, Kenosha streets form somewhat of a grid, but nomenclature is even easier: Numbered streets run east-west, numbered avenues run north-south, and roads cross diagonally.


  where to go


  Downtown Main Office & Visitor Information Center. 812 56th St.; (262) 654-7307, (800) 654-7309; 24-hour event line: (262) 658-4FUN ext. 3; visitkenosha.com. This visitor hub is just off Sheridan Road and down the street from the Dinosaur Discovery Museum. Before you go, check its website for coupons to area businesses and attractions. Open Mon through Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


  I-94 Visitor Information Center. 10519 120th Ave.; (262) 857-7164; visitkenosha.com. At I-94 and WI 165 (exit 347), this visitor center near Pleasant Prairie Premium Outlets sees even more traffic than the downtown location, because during peak season it’s open 7 days a week. Open daily April through Oct 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; open Nov through Mar, Tues through Sat 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.


  Dinosaur Discovery Museum. 5608 10th Ave.; (262) 653-4450; dinosaurdiscoverymuseum.org. Though it’s hard to equal the wow factor of The Field Museum’s T. rex skeleton “Sue,” this museum comes close, showcasing one of North America’s largest exhibits of theropods, the largest terrestrial carnivorous dinosaurs. Plus, it’s free. Focusing on the strong link between birds and theropods, the museum also lets kids try their hands at fossil-finding at simulated excavation sites most Saturdays. Open Tues through Sun noon to 5 p.m.; closed Mon.


  Jelly Belly Visitor Center. 10100 Jelly Belly Ln., Pleasant Prairie; (866) 868-7522; jellybelly.com. Talk about a sweet deal. Tours of this confection factory are free, with freebie bags of Jelly Belly beans to boot. The fourth-generation–owned company was founded in 1869 and marketed its first 8 official Jelly Belly flavors in 1976. There are now more than 50, from toasted marshmallow to margarita, cotton candy to cappuccino. Sample all you want, including dozens of other candies, at the factory store; then bag some up for the road. Open daily 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.


  Kenosha Civil War Museum. 5400 1st Ave.; (262) 653-4141 thecivilwarmuseum.org. Opened in 2008, this fascinating museum takes a look back at the influences on and effects of the Civil War. Artifacts from six Midwestern states include artillery jackets, hats, and weapons. Board a replica train car and listen to personal stories of Civil War soldiers, nurses, doctors, clergymen, and more; walk into buildings furnished as in 1860; and find out how the war back then changed lives today. Call for hours. Nominal admission for main exhibit, “The Fiery Trial”; children 15 and under free when accompanied by an adult.


  Kenosha’s Electric Streetcars. Kenosha Transit Center, 724 54th St.; (262) 653-4287; kenosha.org (in the left-hand column, click on “Transportation”), or kenoshastreetcarsociety.org. Harking back to Kenosha’s electric streetcar days (from 1903 to 1932), this 1951 refurbished fleet of streetcars takes riders on a 2-mile loop with 10 stops along the way, including the South-port Marina at the lakefront. Fare is $1 for ages 13 and older, 50 cents for 12 and younger. An all-day pass is $2.50.


  Kenosha Kingfish Baseball. Simmons Field, 7817 Sheridan Rd.; (262) 653-0900; kingfishbaseball.com. Debuting for the 2014 season, this developmental baseball team joins the Northwoods League, pulling elite college players from across North America for family-friendly local games. The Kingfish—whose name reflects its proximity to Lake Michigan, with added royal connotations—play at historic Simmons Field, which was once home to the Kenosha Comets of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League made famous by the movie A League of Their Own. Games take place mid-May through mid-Aug. Lawn seats are $8, stadium seats range from $10 to $12.


  National Register Historic Districts. Contact the visitor center for information; (800) 654-7309; kenoshacvb.com. Kenosha’s four historic districts are worth a walk-through. Homes built before the Civil War dot the Library Park Historic District, which also participated in the Underground Railroad, while grand mansions of the late 19th and early 20th centuries mark 3rd Avenue’s lakefront district. In the Civic Center Historic District, you’ll find neoclassical and early 20th-century architecture in a grouping of public buildings. Renovations are giving new life to the many Greek Revival, Italianate, and Classic Revival structures in the Pearl Street Historic District. On the Kenosha CVB website, you can download guides with maps to each of the neighborhoods.


  Southport Lighthouse Museum. 5117 4th Ave. (better known as Lighthouse Drive); (262) 654-5770; kenoshahistorycenter.org. Test your stamina with a climb up to the top of this 55-foot historic 1866 lighthouse. The adjacent restored keeper’s residence serves as a museum now, describing the maritime history of the area and the lives of lighthouse keepers. Open Fri through Sun, generally mid-May through Oct. Admission (children under 8 not allowed up).


  where to shop


  Kenosha Harbor Market. Spring and summer market on 2nd Avenue between 54th and 56th Streets, late fall and winter market at Rhode’s Lakeside Players Theater, 514 56th St.; (262) 914-1252; kenoshaharbormarket.com. Don’t tell anyone, but this might be better than Chicago’s Green City Market. It has a European feel, with about 140 vendors selling home-baked goods, fresh flowers, locally grown organic produce, meats, cheeses, and eggs, and there are also chef demos, live music, ethnic eats, and handmade arts and crafts. Open Sat at the spring and summer location mid-May to mid-Oct; winter location, mid-Oct to mid-May.


  Pleasant Prarie Premium Outlets. 11211 120th Ave., at I-94 and WI 165, Pleasant Prairie; (877) 466-8853; premiumoutlets.com/pleasantprairie. Shopaholics get happy at this outlet heaven, where the 90 brand-name outlet stores include Coach, The North Face, Calvin Klein, and Restoration Hardware. The guest services center has several fast-food options, along with complimentary stroller and wheelchair use, area visitor info, free Wi-Fi, and a lounge for those moments when you just need to sit.


  where to eat


  Boat House Pub & Eatery. 4917 7th Ave.; (262) 654-9922; boathousekenosha.com. Made-to-order fish specials include the popular Panko-Crusted Basa, a light, flaky fish baked on a cedar plank with a lemon pepper and Parmesan coating, or the “Captain’s Choice,” a platter of breaded fish that includes both perch and walleye. Steak, chicken, and salads round out the menu, plus an outrageous list of nearly 20 32-ounce Long Island iced tea cocktails for—get this, city folks—less than $9 each. Boating in? There are 22 private docks too and live trivia on Thursday evening. Open daily for lunch and dinner. $–$$$.


  Franks Diner. 508 58th St.; (262) 657-1017; franksdinerkenosha.com. Featured on the Food Network series Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives, this kitschy train car diner has been cooking up huge pancakes, juicy burgers, and famous five-egg Garbage Plate meals for more than 80 years. Open daily for breakfast and lunch. Last orders are taken a half hour before close. $.


  Mangia Trattoria. 5717 Sheridan Rd.; (262) 652-4285; kenoshamangia.com. James Beard Award–winning chef Tony Mantuano might be best known for the Mag Mile’s magnificent Spiaggia, but Mangia is his hometown hit. This cozy, casual restaurant specializes in authentic Italian pastas and pizzas. Open Tues through Sat for lunch and dinner; closed Sun and Mon. $$.


  where to stay


  Merry Yacht Inn. 4815 7th Ave.; (262) 654-9922. You might say this inn is hot. Or it rings your bell. Or it’s on fire... OK, I’ll stop. It’s a refurbished 1896 fire station, and it’s adorable and affordable. Walking distance to the harbor and great lake views make it popular with fishing groups. $.


  Southport Bed & Breakfast. 4405 7th Ave.; (262) 652-1951; southportbnb.com. Roy and Rita Watring run this two-room B&B, just 3 blocks from Lake Michigan. Each room has a private entrance and Jacuzzi bath. The continental breakfast is served right in your room. $.


  racine


  Translating to “root” in French, Racine got its name when French explorers arrived at the mouth of the Root River by canoe in 1699. Though the Native Americans had other names for the place, Racine stuck with the new white settlers. One of the largest groups of immigrants was the Danish, who founded the oldest Danish Lutheran Church in North America in 1851. They also left a gastronomic legacy with the area’s famous kringle pastry, a taste of this lakeshore town that’s a must-try.


  getting there


  A straight shot up Sheridan Road (it changes to Alford Park Drive for about a mile) makes for a scenic 25-minute drive north to Racine from Kenosha. To get to the visitor center, make a left at 14th Street, which becomes Washington Avenue after a curve in the road around Washington Park.


  where to go


  The Real Racine Visitor Center. 14015 Washington Ave., off I-94 and WI 20; (800) 272-2463; realracine.com. This Frank Lloyd Wright–inspired structure has everything visitors need to guide their way, including free Wi-Fi. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. mid-April through October, and Mon through Sat the rest of the year.


  Apple Holler. 5006 S. Sylvania Ave., Sturtevant; (262) 884-7100; appleholler.com. Featuring apples and a whole lot more, this 75-acre orchard is open year-round. It has a dinner theater, hearty homestyle-cooking restaurant, wine and gift shop, petting zoo, wagon and sleigh rides, corn maze, and pedal carts. There’s also a pumpkin patch in the fall, and pears too. But the apples really do shine, with more than 30 varieties from Viking to Paula Red to Gala. Happy picking.


  Fortaleza Hall. 1525 Howe St.; (262) 260-2154; scjohnson.com. Joining the iconic Frank Lloyd Wright–designed Administration Building, Research Tower, and Golden Rondelle Theater at SC Johnson headquarters is this 60,000-square-foot curvy glass eye-popper designed by Foster & Partners. Inside is equally impressive. Its centerpiece is Carnaúba, a replica of the Sikorsky aircraft that H. F. Johnson Jr. flew in 1935 to Fortaleza, Brazil, where he discovered the wax that launched his company. Displays and artifacts detail the history and legacy of the SC Johnson family and business, as well as its Frank Lloyd Wright structures, including Wingspan, the 1939 Wright-designed Johnson family home that’s now used as an educational and conference center. Free tours are available most weekends; reservations required. Call for details.


  Racine Art Museum. 441 Main St.; (262) 638-8300; ramart.org. This bold, yet inviting 46,000-square-foot space beckons with its back-lit façade of translucent acrylic panels. But the attention mostly goes to the artwork, one of the largest collections of contemporary craft in North America. Organized by idea instead of media, works by regional and international artists such as Dale Chihuly, Joel Philip Myers, and Lia Cook include paper, ceramics, fiber, glass, metals, and wood. Open Tues through Sun; closed Mon. Nominal admission (first Friday of every month offers free admission and family-oriented activities).
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          In Racine, flaky goodness comes in the shape of a big oval of pastry filled with nuts or fruit. It’s called the kringle, and it’s not only Wisconsin’s official state pastry, but the Danish bakery specialty that has turned this small Midwestern town into the Kringle Capital of America. Bendtsen’s Bakery (3200 Washington Ave., 262-633-0365, bendtsensbakery.com) claims to be the longest family-owned bakery in town, while O & H Danish Bakery (1841 Douglas Ave., 262-637-8895 and 4006 Durand Ave., 262-554-1311, ohdanishbakery.com) boasts 6,000 square feet of production to produce more than 20 kringle flavors, and it also has a deli and gift shop. Call for hours.

        
      

    

  


  where to eat


  Corner House. 1521 Washington Ave. (aka WI 20); (262) 637-1295; cornerhouseracine.com. What Lawry’s is to Chicago, Corner House is to Racine. Perfectly prepared prime ribs, that is. They’ve even earned the restaurant a distinction as the Best Place for Prime Rib by Milwaukee magazine. Besides that, the menu offers filets, chops, ribs, veal, fish, chicken, lobster, and a drool-worthy dessert menu (think peanut butter ice cream pie and turtle cake). Open daily for dinner. $$–$$$.


  Reefpoint Brew House. 2 Christopher Columbus Cswy; (262) 898-7333; reefpointbrewhouse.com. A complete renovation from the restaurant’s previous life as Spinnakers makes this lakefront pub a perfect gathering spot for groups. With more than 65 beers from around the world, 19 on tap, Reefpoint often features specials like five 12-ounce bottles for $15. The menu starts with specialties that include Prince Edward Island mussels with garlic and onions in a champagne cream sauce and ubiquitous cheese curds. Burgers shine with options such as the Cowboy Burger, topped with jalapeño cheese sauce, bacon, onion strings, and barbecue sauce. Signatures include a fisherman’s warf tomato stew with shrimp, mussels, bay scallops, and sometimes a catch-of-the day too. $–$$.


  Wells Brothers Pizza. 2148 Mead St.; (262) 632-4408; wellsbrosracine.com. You could get a chicken breast, grilled cheese, or spaghetti here, but that would be silly. This family-owned business is known for its pizza—the authors of Everybody Loves Pizza listed it as a top 10. Incredibly thin and how-do-they-do-it crispy, these pizzas have been attracting loyal fans since way back in 1921 when the original Wells brothers, James and Dominic, opened the joint. There’s also an all-you-can-eat fish fry every Friday. Open for lunch and dinner Tues through Sat. $. Reservations recommended.
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  milwaukee


  As a kid growing up in the 1970s, for me Milwaukee meant Happy Days and Laverne & Shirley. I wore a necklace that said “Sit on It” (a la the Fonz) and a T-shirt with an iron-on decal of Laverne and Shirley, best buds who worked at, of course, a brewery. From the 1850s until the late 1990s, beer was key to Milwaukee’s development, and it still plays an important part in its business and pleasure. But these days, Brew City has much more going for it: a world-class art museum and accompanying dynamic art scene; a scenic Riverwalk; active theater and music venues; and the constructive reuse of historic buildings into shopping, dining, and nightlife destinations, many of which bear the striking yellow brick that gave this town its other nickname—Cream City. For us Happy Days–era folks, a visit to the statue of the Fonz is a must.


  getting there


  Take I-90/I-94 west, following the Edens (US 41) north when it splits. Merge back with I-94 west, which is also called I-43 north as you get close to Milwaukee. To get to the visitor center, take the exit toward North 10th Street. Turn right on Wisconsin Avenue, and the center is about a half-mile down on the left. In the city, the streets are generally a grid, with north-south streets numbered and east-west streets named. East of 1st Street, the streets have names as well. Without traffic it should take about an hour and a half.


  [image: image]


  where to go


  Visit Milwaukee Visitors Center. Frontier Airlines Center, inside main rotunda on first floor, 400 W. Wisconsin Ave.; (800) 554-1448; visitmilwaukee.org. An award-winning visitor organization that provides destination guides, general visitor guides, shopping guides, and maps. Hours vary based on season and events.


  The Bronze Fonz. Along the west side of the Milwaukee River, just south of Wells Street. Immortalizing Henry Winkler’s iconic super-cool Happy Days character, this bronze statue has become a picture-op stop for fans from all over the world. Standing just a tad taller than Winkler himself, the likeness, created by Wisconsin artist Gerald Sawyer, is fashioned with the Fonz’s signature leather jacket, Wrangler jeans, Skate Buckle boots, and two thumbs up.


  Discovery World. 500 N. Harbor Drive; (414) 765-9966; discoveryworld.org. Several attractions wrapped into one, this 120,000-square-foot lakefront destination features science and technology exhibits, aquariums, a replica of a 19th-century schooner, theaters, and TV and radio studios. Every area is devoted to interactive experiences: Touch a sea urchin, jam with a virtual version of rock ’n’ roll legend Les Paul, lie on a bed of nails. Two notes: Exhibits lean toward kids older than 6, and some are closed at times for repairs. Open Tues to Sun; closed Mon. Admission.


  Edelweiss Boats. 205 W. Highland Ave.; (414) 276-7447; edelweissboats.com. With cruise themes for everything from Sunday brunch to disco to beer and brats, these year-round boat trips tour past sights along the Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan shoreline. The two-hour, three-course dinner cruises make for popular date nights. Prices vary.


  Grohmann Museum “Man at Work” Art Collection. Milwaukee School of Engineering, 1000 N. Broadway; (414) 277-2300; msoe.edu/manatwork. Milwaukee’s newest museum focuses on art that depicts the evolution of organized work. Donated by and named for Milwaukee businessman Dr. Eckhart Grohmann, the collection includes more than 900 paintings and sculptures and spans more than 400 years from farmers to factory workers. A rooftop sculpture garden and three-story atrium lobby highlight the renovated 1924 former bank. Open daily. Nominal admission.


  Harley-Davidson Museum. 400 Canal St.; (877) 436-8738; h-dmuseum.com. This 130,000-square-foot holy shrine for hog lovers traces Harley history from its humble beginnings in a wooden shack to present-day domination. From the first-known bike ever built to customized models like the 13-foot-long “King Kong,” the displays will leave you humming. And yes, you can even get a feel for the power in the Experience Gallery. Fuel up at Café Racer or Motor Bar and Restaurant. Open daily. Admission (children under 5 free; guided tours available for a nominal fee).


  Lakefront Brewery. 1872 N. Commerce St.; (414) 372-8800; lakefrontbrewery.com. Boasting regional, national, and worldwide awards out the wazoo, this local phenom may not be the oldest operating brewery in Brew City (that would be Miller), but it’s possibly the friendliest and definitely the most innovative—Lakefront developed the first certified organic beer in the United States. Tours start off with a glass of suds and end with a coupon for a free pint at a nearby restaurant. Admission includes a souvenir glass too. Tours Mon through Thurs at 1, 2, 3, and 3:30 p.m.; Fri at 1, 2, 3, 4, and every 25 minutes from 5 to 8 p.m.; Sat and Sun 11 a.m. to about 5 p.m. First-come, first-served; 60-person maximum per tour (Note: Friday evening and Saturday afternoon tours generally sell out early). Admission.


  Milwaukee Art Museum. 700 N. Art Museum Dr.; (414) 224-3200; mam.org. The Milwaukee Art Museum’s roots date back to 1888, but it made its global mark in 2001 when Santiago Calatrava’s stunning new building debuted. Visitors flock to see the opening of its structural “wings” (officially titled the “Burke Brise Soleil”) Tuesday through Sunday at 10 a.m. and then to their closing at 5 p.m. But the interior deserves plenty of attention as well, with four floors of galleries containing art from the antiquities to the present, including one of the largest collections of works by Wisconsin native Georgia O’Keeffe. Open Tues through Sun; closed Mon. Admission; free for children under 12.


  Milwaukee County Zoo. 10001 W. Blue Mound Rd.; (414) 771-3040; milwaukeezoo.org. It’s a tough sell for Chicagoans to visit a zoo that’s not free, but this one ranks (plus, it’s about four times the size of Lincoln Park Zoo). Its 350 species of mammals, reptiles, fish, birds, and invertebrates run the gamut from leopard sharks to snow leopards, Chinese alligators to North American river otters. Don’t miss the Apes of Africa exhibit, where 15 endangered bonobos make their home. Admission and open hours vary seasonally.


  Milwaukee Public Museum. 800 W. Wells St.; (414) 278-2702; mpm.edu. This human and natural history museum includes a live butterfly exhibit, modern planetarium, IMAX theater, re-created Milwaukee streets from the 1880s, and the impressive Hebior Mammoth skeleton, discovered less than 30 miles from the museum. Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs until 8 p.m. Admission.


  Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory (The Domes). 524 S. Layton Blvd.; (414) 643-0120; countyparks.com. Rising out of the flatness, the Mitchell Park Conservatory’s three iconic, 85-foot-tall glass domes contain a world of beauty, each with a distinct theme. In the Arid Dome are cacti and succulents of the desert; in the Tropical Dome, bright and jungle-y plants of five continents’ rainforests; and in the Show Dome, a changing array of seasonal colors. Open daily. Admission.


  Potawatomi Bingo Casino. 1721 W. Canal St.; (800) PAYSBIG; paysbig.com. Milwaukee is no Vegas, baby, but this casino wins big, incorporating everything a serious or casual gambler needs under one roof: 3,100 slot machines, a 20-table poker room, a 500-seat theater, an off-track betting room with more than 100 TVs, a 1,350-seat bingo hall, a buffet, and an award-winning fine-dining steak house. Open 24 hours.


  where to shop


  Brady Street. (414) BRADYST; bradystreet.org. Buildings from the mid-19th through early 20th centuries create a distinctly vintage feel for these 9 east-west blocks that make up Brady Street and run from Lake Michigan to the Milwaukee River—perfect for the indie boutiques and welcoming cafes and wine bars that line the street. Find retro resale at Dragonfly and Annie’s 2nd Hand Chic; premium cigars at Famous Smoke; and classy and sassy kicks at Angelina’s Shoe Boutique.


  Historic Third Ward. Historic Third Ward Association, 219 N. Milwaukee St., 3rd Floor; (414) 273-1173; historicthirdward.org. Perhaps best known for boasting 70 buildings on the National Register of Historic Places and for its hub of artistic activity, including more than 20 galleries and art studios, this area has added great shopping to its fame. Tucked in between the Milwaukee River and I-794, its northern end pulls visitors with the wildly successful year-round indoor Milwaukee Public Market (milwaukeepublicmarket.com) that opened in 2005. The nationally acclaimed Spice House is also housed here, as well as fun locally owned women’s clothing shop Lela, and Artasia for Asian art, antiques, and housewares.


  where to eat


  Bartolotta’s Lake Park Bistro. 3133 E. Newberry Blvd.; (414) 962-6300; lakeparkbistro.com. Chicago’s own Adam Siegel, a Kendall College grad who began working at North Shore mainstay Michael’s and then earned his stripes at Spiaggia, helms the kitchen at this romantic French date spot. The James Beard Award–winning chef (for Best Chef Midwest 2008) adheres to traditional French cooking methods in dishes like herb-marinated frog legs and grilled hangar steak with bistro fries. The bistro’s setting on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan doesn’t hurt either. Open Mon through Fri for lunch and dinner, Sat for dinner, and Sun for brunch and dinner. $$$.


  Colectivo Coffee Lakefront. 1701 N. Lincoln Memorial Dr.; (414) 223-4551; colectivocoffee.com. Formerly Alterra at the Lake, the new name is inspired by the public buses that traverse Latin America and reflects the communal feel of this local spot whose coffee has now gone global. Perk up your day with an espresso drink, a blended coffee drink, fresh brewed tea, or a smoothie from this local joint for “Joe.” One of a dozen locations, not to mention its Mitchell airport kiosks, Colectivo is a made-in-Milwaukee brew with a huge loyal following and national recognition from Forbes Traveler magazine (one of the country’s 10 hottest coffeehouses) and GQ magazine (one of 10 places in the nation to “get the best coffee”). Pledging its own loyalty to the Milwaukee area, Colectivo sponsors a film festival, a softball team, a hunger drive, and an ongoing schedule of musicians from the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra who perform at the cafes. Open daily. $.


  Hinterland Erie Street Gastropub. 222 E. Erie St.; (414) 727-9300; hinterlandbeer.com. The ever-evolving menu at this chic-woodsy downtown gastropub shines the light on fresh flown-in fish, wild game from local ranchers, heirloom produce, and fresh foraged mushrooms. The handcrafted beer features a seasonal brew, and the wine menu pulls from Wisconsin, Spain, Austria, Italy, Napa, and more. Kick back in the cozy lounge, which runs happy hour specials Mon through Fri. Open Mon through Sat for dinner; closed Sun. $$$.


  Karl Ratzsch’s. 320 E. Mason St.; (414) 276-2720; karlratzsch.com. Wiener schnitzel, sauerkraut, sausages, sauerbraten, and homemade strudel? Check. Old-World photos filling the walls? Yep. Displays of old beer steins? That too. After more than a century in business, this landmark German-American restaurant is still a visitor favorite. Catch the early-bird specials before 6 p.m. Open Wed through Sat for lunch, Mon through Sat for dinner; closed Sun (and closed between lunch and dinner hours). $$–$$$.


  Kopp’s Frozen Custard. 18880 W. Bluemound Rd., Brookfield; (262) 789-9490; kopps.com. It’s not ice cream. It’s frozen custard, and it’s got egg yolks and corn syrup and some other tasty stuff. It’s also been a must-try treat in Milwaukee since 1950; today’s favorite flavors include Swiss chocolate, mint chip, tiramisu, and butter pecan. Fun fact: Kopp’s Glendale shop (5373 N. Port Washington Rd.) replaced the Milky Way Drive-in, reportedly the inspiration for the Happy Days diner. Want real food first? They have good burgers too. Open for lunch and dinner daily. $.


  Mader’s Restaurant. 1041 N. 3rd St.; (414) 271-3377; madersrestaurant.com. This German mainstay has a slew of claims to fame: host to more US presidents than any other Wisconsin restaurant; place to serve Milwaukee’s first legal beer after Prohibition; home to the world’s largest Hummel store (in the second-floor Tower Galleries); and a $3 million collection of medieval Germanic weaponry. Oh yes, it also has a menu of German specialties (try the famous pork shank with apple demi-glace) that wins raves all around. Dinner entrees suggest wine pairings, like a Valkenberg Riesling with the Rhine sampler—that would be a heart-stopping platter of Wiener schnitzel, Rheinischer sauerbraten with spaetzle, red cabbage, and sauerkraut. Open Mon through Sat for lunch and dinner, Sun for brunch and dinner. $$$.


  Sanford Restaurant. 1547 N. Jackson St.; (414) 276-9608; sanfordrestaurant.com. Accolades like the AAA Four Diamond Award, the Mobil Four Star Award, and a James Beard Award provide more than a hint of what’s in store here. Having opened and run it for more than 20 years, Sanford D’Amato and his wife Angela sold the restaurant in 2012 to their longtime chef de cuisine Justin Aprahamian and his wife Sarah, who continue the traditions of excellence. Housed in the former D’Amato family grocery store, the historic setting now defines contemporary eclectic flavor, particularly apparent in the seven-course Surprise Tasting Menu and tamer four-course Exploration Menu, offered weekdays. Open for dinner Mon through Sat. $$$.


  Sobelman’s Pub & Grill. 1900 W. St. Paul Ave.; (414) 931-1919; milwaukeesbestburgers.com. Well, the website says it all, doesn’t it? Housed in one of Milwaukee’s original Schlitz taverns, the downtown grill uses fresh (i.e., not frozen) Black Angus beef patties and rolls baked just for the restaurant. The result is a burger that has blossomed from the occasional order when they opened about 10 years ago to more than 100 served at lunch each day. Non-burger eats are limited, but include apps, chicken sandwiches, and ham and cheese sandwiches. Open daily for lunch and dinner. $.


  Wolf Peach. 1818 N. Hubbard St.; (414) 374-8480; wolf-peach.com. Brought to Europe by Cortés in the early 16th century, tomatoes were actually considered poisonous. According to German folklore, the humble tomato was once associated with witches and werewolves; its name, translated from the Latin term for tomato, is “wolf peach.” In his new version of the former Roots Restaurant & Cellar, executive Chef Daniel Jacobs uses the tomato as a jumping-off point for his rustic European menu that focuses on shared plates that come out as they’re ready. Jacobs learned the trade at an impressive list of Chicago’s top-name restaurants, including Bistro Campagne, Green Zebra, Tru, Spring, Carlos’, and North Pond. Expect fresh, seasonal fare from local purveyors in dishes like beet salad, roasted cod, cassoulet, and roasted duck breast. Open daily for dinner, Sat and Sun for brunch. $$–$$$.


  where to stay


  Aloft Hotel. 1230 Old World 3rd St.; (414) 226-0122; aloftmilwaukeedowntown.com. Just steps from the Milwaukee Riverwalk, this hip hotel, part of the W Hotel chain, gets kudos for its guest rooms’ high ceilings and comfy beds, as well as services like in-room camping for kids, pet-friendly rooms, and eco-friendly elements such as in-shower product dispensers rather than plastic throwaways. $$$.


  County Clare, An Irish Inn & Pub. 1234 N. Astor St.; (414) 27-CLARE (272-5273); countyclare-inn.com. Irish conviviality reigns at this 29-room guesthouse, which makes visitors feel at home (or maybe better) with pillow-top mattresses, handcrafted comforters, whirlpool baths, Wi-Fi, and complimentary breakfast. You can have a good old-fashioned Irish dinner with a pint at the County Clare Pub downstairs, also host to traditional Irish sessions most weekend nights. Packages and discounts are often available online. Bonus for downtown Milwaukee: free parking. $$.


  Hotel Metro. 411 E. Mason St.; (877) 638-7620, (414) 272-1937; hotelmetro.com. Named by Travel + Leisure magazine as one of Milwaukee’s top hotels, this renovated 1937 art deco office building combines elegance with an environmentally friendly approach, using bamboo, cork, and recycled fibers and glass. Master suites are a spacious 720 square feet, with 6-foot whirlpool baths. A rooftop sundeck features a fireplace and reflecting pool. $$$.


  Iron Horse Hotel. 500 W. Florida St.; (888) 543-4766, (414) 374-4766; theironhorsehotel.com. A century ago this building served as a warehouse for a bedding company—fitting for its new incarnation as one of Milwaukee’s most stylish places to spend the night. Its name also has symbolism: Native Americans referred to the train that traversed the area as the “iron horse,” and these days motorcycles are known as iron horses. Within walking distance of the Harley-Davidson Museum, the energy-efficient boutique hotel caters to bike enthusiasts by offering rentals to those who don’t have their own iron horse. $$–$$$.


  The Pfister Hotel. 424 E. Wisconsin Ave.; (800) 558-8222, (414) 273-8222; thepfisterhotel.com. Milwaukee’s historically finest accommodations do not disappoint. Since 1893, the Pfister has been the choice for refined service in a grand setting including an art museum– worthy Victorian art collection. Its 307 rooms include the more contemporary designs in the adjoining 23-story tower built in the 1960s. The Pfister WELL Spa provides a full menu of pampering treatments, while the indoor pool shows off the hotel’s lake and city views from the 23rd floor. Or just sip a cocktail in the 23rd-floor Blu lounge. $$$.
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  During the late 19th century, the fresh springs of this area made many men rich: They touted these springs as “healing waters” and built grand resorts around them. Though the “springs era” has since faded, you’ll now find healing of a different kind. My family was not the camping kind, but we had friends who left the ’burbs nearly every year for rustic living at Kettle Moraine. They came back with fish, bug bites, and a healthier state of mind. With its inland lakes and the Fox River, well-maintained parks and long scenic trails, the area’s most popular resident is Mother Nature. Glaciers from the last ice age left a varied landscape about 10,000 years ago that Chicagoans envy. Its many hills and lakes are worth the hassle of toting your bikes and fishing rods or, in winter, cross-country skis—or just plan to rent equipment there. Waukesha has the largest population of the county, while Delafield is a dot on the map, highlighted because it’s a central locale for those outdoor adventures.


  waukesha


  Ranked in 2006 by Money magazine as one of the country’s “Best Places to Live,” Waukesha also boasts some famous hometown celebs including the BoDeans, Les Paul, and Olympic gymnast twin bros Paul and Morgan Hamm. As the biggest city in Waukesha County, and located in the middle of the state’s Lake Country, Waukesha offers plenty of outdoor equipment rental agencies for everything from bikes to kayaks.
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  getting there


  Taking about two hours from Chicago, this trip starts as if you’re heading toward Milwaukee: I-90/I-94 west following US 41 (the Edens) north, then merging back in with I-94. Take exit 316 toward I-43 (Airport Freeway) west toward Madison/Fond Du Lac. Continue on I-894 west, then exit at 1B I-94 toward Madison. Take exit 294 (WI 164 north). A left turn leads into Waukesha; a right turn heads toward Pewaukee.


  where to go


  Waukesha & Pewaukee Convention and Visitors Bureau. N14 W23755 Stone Ridge Dr., Suite 225; (800) 366-8474, (262) 542-0330; visitwaukesha.org. Pick up a visitor guide and get more information about the area parks, lakes (there are 77 in the county), and recreation.


  Frame Park High Roller Fun Rentals. Frame Park, 1150 Baxter St., behind the Rotary Building; (262) 524-4008, (414) 688-0138; highrollerfunrentals.com. Take advantage of Fox River’s recreational opportunities with rentals from this company located in Frame Park, a stretch of parkland that features landscaped plantings along the east bank and more of a natural look along the west side. Surrey bikes, pedal go-karts, turbo bikes, paddle boats, and canoes and kayaks all come at reasonable half-hourly rates. Open daily Memorial Day through Labor Day, weather permitting; call ahead for spring and fall hours.


  Glacial Drumlin State Trail. 810 W. College Ave., Fox River Sanctuary; (262) 646-3025; glacialdrumlin.com. This 52-mile east-west biking, hiking, and jogging trail through glacial topography starts at its east end in Waukesha. Mostly a crushed-stone path, its Waukesha leg runs along city streets. Trail users under 16 don’t need a trail pass, but those older doing more than hiking should be
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