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She can still smell him on her clothing. When he rubbed shoulders with her at the bar, excusing himself for coming too close, his aftershave must have rubbed off on her. She recognized the fragrance. Polo. Her favorite. It was possible to fall instantly in love with a handsome man who wore it. Not that she was easy. Far from it. Now in her early forties, the longest relationship she’d ever had lasted just a hair less than five years. But now, as she takes her seat in the twelfth row of economy class beside the window so that she can look out over the wing (in doing so she convinces herself the plane is not going to crash because, after all, the wings are still attached), she finds herself smiling. 

Sure, the man she met at the bar was a bit overly flirty, but he was an interesting guy. A former Navy Seal. At least, that’s what he referred to himself as. He was handsome too, not in a classic, tall, dark and swarthy kind of way, but more like a cowboy. Rugged. His face needed a razor, and his salt and pepper hair was a bit unkempt; still, he seemed at home in his worn black leather coat, blue jeans, and combat boots. And he smelled of Polo. To top it off, he made her laugh, and that was enough to get her juices flowing. 

She stared out the window as the last of the passengers boarded, and the door to the aircraft was sealed tight. Next stop, Rome, Italy. She could make out her vague reflection in the tempered safety glass. She wasn’t as young as she used to be, but she took care of herself, eating right but, at the same time, drinking a couple of beers every night (she hated wine). She also exercised daily on a special bike that wasn’t propelled by pedals and a chain but instead powered by an elliptical machine. What did they call it? 

An ellipticycle. 

She might have looked entirely goofy to the neighbors in her upstate New York neighborhood who watched her pedaling such a strange contraption up and down its quiet streets and around its cul-de-sacs, but she didn’t care. It was a terrific workout which was entirely evident in her perfect glutes, strong arms, plump thighs, and pert breasts. Her body might have been hard, but her face was smooth, her eyes blue and mesmerizing, or so she’d been told on more than one occasion by adoring boys, lustful men, and even a few women. Her only marriage had been to a man years older than her, and the sex was infrequent at best, so it made her feel good inside to receive the compliments. Made her feel she was still desirable. 

The nice smelling man she’d met in the bar made her feel that way without saying a word. When he’d looked into her eyes, their stares just locked in. As much as she tried, she could not get him off her mind. Yet again, she pictured him as she gazed out the window. He was not tall, but not short either. His build was sort of stocky, but hard stocky like he trained with weights in the gym and maybe did a little road work too. He was a former SEAL, after all, and SEALs stayed in shape long after their combat days were history. Or so she imagined. His salt and pepper hair was cropped short, his face bearing some scruff, which made him seem all the rougher if not, dare she say it to herself, macho. His leather coat was as worn and old as the hills. His brown eyes were stunningly big pools, and they didn’t look at her so much as peered directly into her very core. 

There was no doubt that he’d taken an instant liking to her. He was also a toucher. When she’d set her hands on the bar, he subtly touched them with his fingertips, as if to let her know he just couldn’t resist her. He wasn’t overly aggressive, nor was he a groper. Far from it. He was just a toucher, a man who enjoyed showing his affection. At her age, she knew the difference between good touch and bad touch and judging by the way his touching made her feel in her stomach and stirred things slightly south of her






























OEBPS/Images/SamSavageTitlePage_DeadHeading.png
DEAD HEADING

AN SAVAGE

VINGENT ZANDRI






OEBPS/Images/cover.jpeg
SAM SAVAGE

A SKY MARSHAL THRILLENG

NEW YORK TIMES AND USA TODAY BESISELLING AUTHOR





OEBPS/Images/black-airplane-front-view-9652-0.png





