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“If you are curious, you’ll find the
puzzles around you. If you are
determined, you will solve them.”


- Ernő Rubik
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HISTORY OF THE RUBIK’S CUBE


Ernő Rubik was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1944, the son of Magdolna
Szántó, a poet, and Ernő Rubik Sr, an aircraft engineer and designer
of gliders. As a child Rubik was inspired by his father’s ability to solve
complex problems; he studied at the Budapest University of Technology and
eventually became a professor of architecture.


1944


Ernő Rubik is born in
Budapest, Hungary.


1974


Rubik creates the first
working prototypes of
the Cube.


1975


Rubik patents the
‘Magic Cube’.


6






The first working prototype
of the Magic Cube


Magic Cubes are
constructed by hand at
Politechnika


The puzzle that would eventually become known as the Rubik’s Cube was
invented in 1974. The young professor was thinking about ways to inspire
his own students. “In my teaching, I enjoyed creating models to clearly
communicate my thoughts,” he says.


The first Cube, handmade by Rubik out of blocks of wood and elastic bands,
was the kind of magical object – one that could be twisted and turned
without, somehow, falling apart – that he hoped would get his pupils thinking
about new ways of making things.


“Once I completed the Cube and demonstrated it to my students, I realised it
was nearly impossible to put down,” Rubik says. He had also realised that the
Cube could become a puzzle; by adding coloured stickers to the individual
Cubes, it became a fascinating challenge to scramble and unscramble it.



1977


The first ‘Magic Cube’
is sold in a Budapest
toyshop.


1979


The Cube is noticed at
Nuremberg Toy Fair.


1980


The ‘Magic Cube’ is
renamed The ‘Rubik’s
Cube’.


SOLD
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