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I got the call early. Okay, why don’t I just come out and say it? Way too fucking early for me. Picture your loveable narrator, Dick Moonlight, planting his entire head into a metal bucket of ice water just to become somewhat coherent. Thanks, Budweiser. Thanks, Jameson. But this is all beside the point. Thanks to my nasty habit of staying up way past my bedtime getting loaded. 

Here’s the deal: Miller rings my cell phone at dark-thirty, not long after I got to sleep (okay, passed out). He’s got a situation that occurred maybe an hour ago on the Amtrak railbed on the Hudson River Line just south of Hudson. There’s a badly mutilated body at the scene, thanks to a train that ran over him. Miller doesn’t have the time or resources to handle it so if I could get, and I quote, my lazy drunk ass out of bed and head down to the crime scene and make a full report on behalf of the APD, it would be greatly appreciated. 

“Bring Fat Elvis with you, if you want,” he added. “He’s probably broke too. And two half brains together make one full brain. Or in your cases, almost a full brain.” 

“Why you gotta say things like that?” I said, feeling the pounding in my head. “Making fun of my fragile, bullet-riddled brain. I could die at any second, you know. You also insinuate I’m not fiscally responsible.” 

“Because I know you like a fucking book,” he said. “What did you do last night? Stay at Lanie’s for last call?” 

“Maybe,” I said. “But I don’t have any work. Tomorrow’s Thursday, but it might as well be a Saturday.” 

“Today is Thursday,” he said. 

“Oh, right,” I said. “It’s five in the morning. How come Hudson cops aren’t handling this or the Staties?” 

“Staties are on the scene, but they discovered the deceased on the train tracks was an Albany native,” Miller said. “That makes it our business.” 

“The deceased on the train tracks,” I said. “The victim was murdered?” 

“I don’t know,” the chief detective said. “That’s why I’m sending you guys down there. To figure that very thing out. Could be he was drunk and just trying to cross the tracks. I’ve seen this kind of thing before. People think they can beat the train, but they can’t.” 

“Forensics on the scene?” I asked. 

“On their way,” Miller said. “Now if you don’t mind, I’m gonna get another hour of sound sleep knowing my two best, crack private detectives are on the case.” 

“You got a specific address, Miller?” I asked. 

“Just follow the Hudson River Line until you see the fire trucks and the cop cars,” he said. 

“What, no EMS van?” 

“Not a whole lot left of the victim to warrant EMTs and their resources,” Miller said. 

“Train must have done a hell of a job on him,” I said trying to imagine the mangled body. Not that it will bother me, being the son of a mortician.  

“You have no idea,” Miller said. 

“Oh, goodie,” I said. 

That’s when he hung up and that’s when I filled a bucket with ice water and drowned my bald head inside of it. 

Fast forward to ten minutes later. I’m fully dressed and standing in my kitchenette trying to hold down a cup of black coffee, which I’m using to wash down four Advil. My hands are shaking a little from the DTs, so I add a shot of whiskey to it. Taking another sip, I feel the edge being shaved off my hangover. The ice water and the Advil are helping too. 

“Maybe I should quit drinking for a little while,” I whisper. “Give my liver a rest.” 

I drink some more of the Jameson Irish Whiskey-laced coffee. 

“Nah,” I whisper, deep-sixing my suggestion. “I could die at any time. Why ruin the fun I’ve got left?”

Picking up my cell phone, I dial Fat Elvis. It rings and rings and rings. As expected, his answering service comes on. 

“Well, it’s one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready now go cat go, now why don’t you leave a message at the beep...”

Great, now I’m gonna have that stupid ass song stuck in my fragile brain all day. Who the hell wears blue suede shoes anyway? I don’t bother with a message since it doesn’t seem like it’s worth the effort. Besides, Elvis’s studio apartment is on the way to Hudson. Sort of, that is. My guess is I’m going to have to break in, yank him out of bed, and toss him into a cold shower. 

Storing my phone in the interior pocket of my worn black leather coat, I grab my gun off the nightstand and shove it into my shoulder holster. I make certain I have my wallet, the keys to my Jeep, and extra bullets. I also make sure Manny the Wonder Dog has some food in his bowl and water in the water dish. He’s all set. Besides, I might be back by the time he comes in for breakfast. He does his best hunting during the nighttime hours. 

Passing by my empty bed, I say, “Don’t wait up, honey.” 

I don’t know why I say it, but it feels good to say it anyway. Even though I don’t have anyone to call honey anymore and perhaps, never will.
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Behind the wheel of the Jeep, it dawns on me that I’m still a little drunk. Plus, there was the shot I consumed with my coffee. If the APD were to stop me, it wouldn’t matter to them that I’m on assignment for Chief Homicide Detective Nick Miller. In fact, knowing I’m working for the APD and drunk on the job would only make matters worse. With that in mind, I decide to drive slow and easy as I make my way northbound on Broadway. I also make certain to follow all the rules of the road. There’s almost no one driving the streets and alleyways of old Albany this early in the morning. Only bored cops on patrol. 

I breathe a little easier by the time I reach the suburbs of North Albany. There are fewer cops on these roads and the ones who are out are looking forward to finishing their nighttime “action shift,” popping their first beer, and getting drunk by nine in the morning. They are the type to X off each calendar month on their way to reaching that celebrated twenty years when they can retire the shield, collect a sweet pension, and maybe start a landscaping business. 

But that’s neither here nor there as I pull into the Park Lake Apartments at the top of the Wards Lane hill in the Village of Menands which was once home to the Montgomery Wards Department store. Now the place is
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