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    To the dreamers, the misfits, and the brave-hearted children who believe in magic, even when the world forgets it exists.To every child who's ever felt lost, and every grown-up who never stopped looking for wonder—May you always find your way back to the forest within.And to the ones who love like House Mother Agnus—This story is for you.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Sometimes, the smallest voices carry the loudest truths,and the forgotten places hold the greatest power.When hearts are pure and courage is shared,even children can change the fate of worlds."
— Unknown Elder of the Rain Forest City

      

    


Summary

When five ordinary children—Roman, Mason, Vicky, Lexi, and Tum-Tum—vanish from their orphanage without a trace, their disappearance sparks a desperate search and a media frenzy. But unknown to the world, the children have stumbled upon a magical portal hidden within the orphanage grounds, leading them to the legendary Rain Forest City—a breathtaking realm inhabited by intelligent animals and ancient magic.

Chosen by destiny and guided by the wise Mayor Solomon, a glowing owl, the children are called to protect the enchanted city from the rise of a dark force—the ruthless Ravagers, led by the menacing Grathwol. With courage forged in the fires of friendship and purpose, the children train, face trials, and uncover the secrets of the Sigil Sequence, a powerful artifact that holds the key to saving both worlds.

As threats close in from both outside and within, including betrayal by the once-trusted Ryli and pursuit by mysterious men seeking the map, the children must fight to defend their new home and their orphanage from destruction. In an epic final battle where loyalty is tested and bravery shines, they learn that family isn't just who you’re born to—it’s who you choose and fight for.

Blending fantasy, adventure, and emotional depth, this is a story of hope, unity, and the extraordinary power hidden in the hearts of those the world may overlook.
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Chapter 1: Meeting the Kids
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Once upon a time, there were five orphaned children: a 14-year-old boy named Roman, a 13-year-old girl named Vicky, a 12-year-old boy named Mason, a 10-year-old girl named Lexi, and an 8-year-old boy called Tum-Tum. They all lived in a crowded orphanage in the heart of the city.

Every Wednesday, hopeful parents would visit the orphanage to adopt children. But more often than not, they chose babies—rarely the older kids.

It was a Wednesday morning, and the orphanage buzzed with excitement. Today might be the day someone got adopted. The children hurried to get dressed, trying to look their best before the parents arrived. The social workers, affectionately called the “house mothers,” scrambled around, bumping into one another as they rushed to help the kids get ready in time.

Roman, Mason, and Tum-Tum shared a room and had lived at the orphanage since they were babies. As they dressed, Mason complained, “What’s the point of getting ready? They never pick the big kids.”

“You never know,” Roman replied. “Maybe today’s different.”

Tum-Tum, the youngest of the group, was a carefree Chinese boy with a don’t-care attitude. At eight years old, he still drank from a bottle and carried his stuffed animal, Mr. Ripples, everywhere he went.

Just then, one of the house mothers poked her head in and said, “Boys! Downstairs—now! The parents are on their way. You need to be in line before they arrive.”

As the boys left the room, they passed Vicky and Lexi coming down the hall. Vicky smiled at Roman. They secretly liked each other but were both too shy to say anything.

“When are you going to ask her out?” Mason teased with a smirk.

“Ask her out to what?” Roman replied, rolling his eyes. “We’re in an orphanage. It’s not like the house mothers are going to say, ‘Sure, go on a date—just be back before 10 p.m.’”

The boys lined up in the main hall with the others, fidgeting in their too-tight shoes and slightly wrinkled clothes. The air was thick with nerves and forced smiles. The younger kids were beaming with hope, their tiny hands gripping toys or each other. The older ones, like Roman and Mason, wore more guarded expressions—used to being overlooked.

Parents began to arrive, walking in with polite smiles, holding hands, and whispering to each other as they glanced around the room. Some of them kneeled to talk to toddlers, asking their names and patting their heads. Others peered around, reading name tags or asking questions.

One couple walked past Roman and Mason without a glance. Mason sighed. “Told you.”

Roman didn’t respond. He kept his eyes forward, trying to stay hopeful, even if it was just a little.

Tum-Tum, meanwhile, had already sat on the floor, legs crossed, Mr. Ripples on his lap. He munched on a cookie he had stashed in his pocket, completely unfazed. “This is boring,” he muttered, crumbs falling on his shirt.

“Tum-Tum! Get up!” one of the house mothers hissed, rushing over to yank him to his feet and dust him off. “We talked about this!”

Back in line, Vicky and Lexi stood near the girls’ side. Vicky glanced at Roman, who caught her eye for a brief second before they both quickly looked away. Lexi leaned in and whispered something that made Vicky giggle.

Mason elbowed Roman. “You two are hopeless.”

“Shut up,” Roman muttered, blushing.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2: Who’s the Strangers?
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Suddenly, a pair of visitors who looked nothing like the others stepped through the front door. They weren’t dressed like city folks—no neat suits or flowery dresses. They wore dusty boots, long coats, and wide hats that hid part of their faces. A hush fell across the room as all eyes turned to them.

They walked slowly, deliberately, and stopped in front of the head social worker. The woman greeted them nervously.

Roman squinted. “Who are they?”

Mason shrugged. “Maybe farmers looking for help?”

Tum-Tum tugged on Roman’s shirt. “They look like they came from a movie.”

Roman had no idea how right he was.

The children stood in a neat line, trying their best to smile as the visiting parents walked past, stopping here and there to ask names, ages, and interests. Some children were greeted warmly, others with a polite nod. As the moments passed, excitement quietly gave way to nervousness.

Then came the decision.

The House Mother gently clapped her hands and asked the children to remain in line while she and the visiting parents stepped into the adjoining room. The door closed behind them.

Minutes felt like hours.

When the door finally opened again, the House Mother stepped out, clipboard in hand. Her expression was warm, but unreadable.

She began to call names.

Six children were chosen.

Not Roman.
Not Mason.
Not Vicky.
Not Lexi.
Not Tum-Tum.
The five of them exchanged glances, watching the happiness on the chosen children’s faces. They
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