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What are graded readers?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and they have vocabulary and grammar at your level.

Each book has some new, more difficult words. These words have definitions at the back of the book.

 

Why read graded readers?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much more quickly than learners who don’t read.

		With graded readers, you don’t need a dictionary so reading is more relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You can learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English will improve your comprehension, your fluency and your confidence.

		The stories are exciting and reading them is fun!




New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

Characters in the story

The Capulets

Juliet

Old Capulet – Juliet’s father

Lady Capulet – Juliet’s mother

Tybalt – Juliet’s cousin

Nanny – a servant; she looks after Juliet

 

The Montagues

Romeo

Old Montague – Romeo’s father

Benvolio – Romeo’s cousin

 

Others

Prince Escalus

Mercutio – Romeo’s friend

Lawrence the priest

Paris – he wants to marry Juliet
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Chapter 1

Two Families, One Problem

 

The Italian city of Verona is very old and very beautiful. The weather is warm and life is good. But there is one problem. Two important families – the Montagues and the Capulets – live in Verona and they fight often.

It is a hot day in July. Three young Montague men are walking together. They’re talking and laughing. They’re having fun. Then they see some young Capulet men.

“Why are you looking at me?” says Tybalt Capulet. He takes out his sword. “Do you have a problem with me?”

Benvolio Montague stops and he takes out his sword too.

“Yes, I have a big problem with you! You’re a Capulet!” he says. “Our family hates your family!”

“We hate your family more!” Tybalt answers.

They move closer, their swords in their hands. Their eyes are angry. Their feet are fast. They are ready.

The other men stand behind them. “Yes! Yes!” they say. They are excited – they enjoy watching street fights.

Tybalt hits Benvolio. Then Benvolio hits Tybalt. Sword hits sword again and again.

The people of Verona hear the noise. Mothers run from their homes and they take their children’s hands. “Come home,” they say. “The streets aren’t safe.”

Some older men come outside. “Stop fighting!” they shout. But the young men don’t stop. The older men start fighting too. Now, twenty or more people are hitting, kicking and shouting.

Then Old Capulet arrives. He’s the oldest man in the Capulet family. He takes out his sword.

“Stop it!” says his wife. “You’re too old!”

“Look! Old Montague is here too!” he says. “I must fight him!” 

Old Montague takes out his sword. He wants to fight too.

But before they can use their swords, the most important man in Verona arrives. His name is Prince Escalus.

“All of you, listen to me!” he says.

The young men don’t stop fighting.

The Prince gets angry. “Put down your swords NOW!” he shouts.

The fighting stops.

“Capulets! Montagues!” the Prince says. “Every day, you bring noise and problems to our streets. The people of Verona are angry, and I am too.”

The men don’t speak. They listen.

“Your families hate each other, we all know that,” says the Prince. “But you must stop fighting. Do you understand?”

“Yes, we do,” they say.

“Go home,” the Prince tells them. “Do not fight again! Next time, I will execute you. You will die.”

Everyone runs home, but Benvolio stays. He doesn’t move.

A minute later, Romeo arrives.

“Hello, cousin,” he says. “Are you ok? Was there a fight again?”

“Yes, there was. But I’m fine, don’t worry,” says Benvolio. “And you? Are you alright? You look sad.”

“I’m in love,” answers Romeo.

“And that’s bad?”

“Yes. She doesn’t love me.”

“Oh, I see,” says Benvolio. He puts a hand on his cousin’s arm. “Love is a beautiful thing but it is often hard. What’s her name?”

“She’s so beautiful,” says Romeo.

“That’s not a name!” says Benvolio with a smile.

“Her name is Rosaline.” Romeo looks down. “I love her so much – I’m going to die.”

“Forget her,” says Benvolio.

“I can’t,” answers Romeo. “She’s the most beautiful woman in the world.”

Benvolio doesn’t speak for a minute. Then he says, “I’m going to a party tonight. Come with me. You’ll see – there are lots of other beautiful women. Mercutio is coming too.” 

Mercutio is Romeo’s best friend. He likes dancing, laughing and drinking good wine.

“Where is the party?” asks Romeo.

“It’s at the Capulets’ house.”

“What? We can’t go there! They hate us.”

“They won’t see our faces,” says Benvolio with a smile. “It’s a masked ball.”


Chapter 2

A Party

 

Juliet is in her bedroom. She has a blue dress in one hand and a yellow dress in the other hand. She’s looking at them.

The door opens and a woman comes in.

“Oh, Nanny!” says Juliet. “Please help me. Which dress is better for the masked ball?”

“Both dresses are nice,” Juliet’s nanny answers. “And you always look beautiful.”

The door opens again. It’s Lady Capulet, Juliet’s mother.

“Tonight is a very important night,” she tells her daughter. “You’re going to meet Paris.”

“Why is that important?” asks Juliet.

“He’s going to be your husband!”

Juliet is shocked.

“I have to marry him?” she asks. “But I don’t know him.”

“He’s a good man,” says her mother, “and he has lots of money.”

Lady Capulet leaves the room.

Juliet sits on her bed. She looks down. Her face is sad.

Her nanny sits with her and she takes Juliet’s hand.

“Don’t worry,” she says with a smile. “It will be alright.”

 

That evening, the party begins. There is music and food. People are wearing masks and expensive clothes. They are talking, laughing and dancing.

Juliet is with her nanny. 

“Look, there is Paris!” the nanny says. “He’s very good-looking!”

Juliet looks at him. “I don’t like him,” she says sadly.

Romeo arrives at the party. He’s wearing a mask. His cousin Benvolio and his best friend Mercutio are with him.

Romeo looked at
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