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2 of Pentacles

Alice stood in the tarot reading room pulling a card from the special deck that was spread out on the shelf. She blinked when she saw what it was the 2 of Pentacles. She straightened up the other cards and then turned to leave the room. Madeline stood in the doorway. Alice held up the card to her aunt. She nodded to her aunt. Madeline nodded and walked into the room. Alice left afterwards to go to her room to study once again.

She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards from her decks. She looked at them and then opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and started to take notes on the card. Clearly, it was about juggling many things at once, but doing it in balance. That was tricky as Alice knew from experience.

She kept thinking and taking her notes. The point of the card was to prioritize projects and other things in life. When she turned the cards upside down, it was clear that was no longer possible to do so. Instead, there was too much going on and everything was chaotic. She continued taking her notes.

Soon she could hear Madeline in the kitchen. Alice smiled and set her pen down on her desk. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and kept walking until she was in the kitchen.

Madeline turned to see Alice standing in the kitchen. “So, what is the upright meaning of the 2 of Pentacles?”

“It’s a card about balancing many responsibilities and projects. We need to make sure we aren’t doing too much at once or we will have to drop one project in favor of others. It’s about the ups and downs of life and making choices.”

Madeline nodded as she cooked. “Good. What about the reverse meaning?”

“Oh, that’s too much at once. Not being able to take on anything else and chaos. It’s about difficulties and obstacles and even anxiety. Focusing on wants instead of needs. Worrying about taking on a new project.”

“Very good. Help yourself to a new card tomorrow.”

“I will.”

Eliot walked into the kitchen. He turned the music off. Madeline smiled at him.

He asked, “So, what was the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “2 of Pentacles.”

“Oh, so choices and finding balance as you said.”

She nodded. She grabbed drinks as he set the table. Madeline served everyone. Then they sat down to their meal together. They ate in silence to take a break from their regular work and to enjoy their meal. Madeline was still able to cook without much trouble, just with lots of noise.

When they were done, Madeline left the kitchen to let a client in. They went to the tarot reading room together. Alice and Eliot washed the dishes and cleaned up the kitchen.

“Eliot, do you feel like you’re doing too much?”

“Sometimes, but I do my best to take care of the plants first and then make the herbal medicines people request second. Then I study more of what my uncle did.”

She nodded. “Sounds like you have it right. I’m focused on studying a new card everyday and then I try to practice doing tarot spreads. Then I don’t know what else I could be doing.”

“Do you have enough to do?”

“I suppose so, but I know I’ve had too much to do at times. I found I had to drop something and I never knew if I could get back to those projects I couldn’t always finish.”

“Yeah, I think that can happen. I know it gets hard when we have too much going on. I could keep reading what my uncle learned, but I also want to spend time with you. So, I stop and look for you if you haven’t looked for me.”

“I see. Well, I don’t want to overdo it now. I’m pretty happy with all that I do now and I don’t want to jinx it. Why mess up a good thing that I finally have?”

He smiled. “I think you’re on the right track.”

“I certainly hope so.”

“How many clients does Madeline have today?”

Alice shrugged her shoulders. They had just finished with the dishes and cleaning up the kitchen.

She blinked. “She doesn’t tell me those things.”

He got a message from Madeline. “Oh, I see we run out of a particular herb already. I know there’s more of the plant in the greenhouse. You’re welcome to come with me.”

“Okay.”

She followed out of the kitchen to the greenhouse. He found the plant he needed and took some leaves after asking for permission. Then he ground up the leaves with a mortar and pestle. She watched him work.

It didn’t seem to take him long to fill up a few more bottles with the herb. He labeled them all and set them aside with the others they had in stock. He checked his notes and any other orders he might have. He made some notes to himself.

“Is the stock the common herbs people want?”

He nodded. “These never stay on the shelves very long, which is good. Herbs don’t last forever.”

“Oh, that makes sense.”

“Sometimes I have to make rarer ones for certain people and so far, I’ve had the plants here in stock. So, those I have to make up as the orders come in. Many, as you can see from the variety here, are just so popular that sometimes it can be hard to keep up with the demand.

She blinked. “I’m familiar with some of these. I know I’ve taken some too.”

“That’s not surprising. Some are good for boosting immunity, which we may need from time to time. Others are for allergies or headaches.”

“The common herbs many people would need more often.”

He nodded. “Some are specifically for depression or even fighting against cancer.”

“Oh, that’s a lot to remember.”

“So is remember 78 different cards and how they interact with each other.”

“And whether they are upright or reversed.”

He smiled. “I can see why Madeline can only focus on one thing now.”

“And she trusts you completely with the plants now. So, she can focus on tarot readings.”

“Yes, I can see that. Anymore practice readings?”

“Not that I’m aware of. I could read my cards for practice.”

“Okay and you can do practice readings on me.”

She smiled. “I know. I might ask you again when you’re done with your work for the day.”

“I’ll be ready whenever you ask.”

“I’m sure you will be.”

He turned on some music and they danced together while Madeline continued with tarot readings. They lost track of time while they enjoyed their company. They were so absorbed in their dancing that they didn’t know when Madeline had joined them in the greenhouse until she spoke to them.

“Well, I see the young ones are playing instead of doing work.”

They stopped dancing. Eliot turned off the music. They both looked at Madeline without any guilt.

Eliot asked, “Is there anything we can do for you?”

Madeline shrugged. “I’ve just had a busy day and now I’m tired. I need a nap.”

Alice smiled. “I hope the music isn’t too loud for you.”

Madeline said, “The music is fine. I won’t hear it when I go to bed. Good thing the house is insulated well.”

Eliot said, “I restocked the herbs as you requested.”

Madeline looked at the stock. “Oh, good. I’m so glad I don’t have to worry about the plants anymore.”

He smiled. “I appreciate that you tell you when we run out of the common herbs. Then I can just make more before someone else orders what’s out of stock.”

Madeline smiled. “It’s the least I can do after selling the last one.” She yawned and covered her mouth with her hand. “Okay, I’m going to bed. Don’t do anything foolish.”

Alice and Eliot smiled at her and wished her a good nap. She waved to them and went to her room.

Alice and Eliot laughed. Then they turned music back on and danced around the greenhouse. They knew the good energy they were giving off was helping the plants to grow and remain healthy.

Madeline slept and dreamed and knew she didn’t have to worry about the young ones. They knew what they were doing well enough, she could just relax and make sure her affairs were in order. She smiled in her sleep without being fully aware of it.

Alice and Eliot danced separately and then did some couple dancing. They smiled and laughed at the fun knowing Madeline would be able to sleep soundly in her room undisturbed. They didn’t have a care in the world knowing they weren’t doing too much on a daily basis.
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