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“Spiritual bareness cannot be assuaged or
redeemed by the riches of the world kingdoms.”

INTRODUCTION

In my Sunday school, we used to sing;

“The cross in front, the world behind;

The cross in front… the world behind;

No turning back, no turning back!”

Today that sounds medieval or stone age! The
song has been reversed by no one else but the schooled religious
men and women of this era.

“The LORD is my shepherd; ...,”
Psalms: 23:1 and it is as though the author forgot to append “He
takes care of my sheep!”

Thus the lifestyle of “very rich and
religious” is the current trend for many men and women of the Cloak
today.

Does it break your heart to see these people
of the frock driving the latest-model cars and living in palatial
homes as every Sunday you walk on foot from a semblance of a house
to the church with your mite in the hope that the Lord will have a
visitation on you as He has had on your pastor? That hope is a long
shot as today’s church leader is more of a prince than a servant
and the Devil himself has ensured that they are ensnared by the
riches of the earth. True, Christ has authority over life and
death, but the world is still in the grasp of the evil one. The
verdict has been drawn, the Devil will be subjected to eternal
punishment, but his last kicks will sweep an abundant number of men
and women down his road to damnation!

“And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
M't:28:18 (cf John 5:22; 17: 2; Eph 1: 22).

THE EARTHLY KINGDOMS

When the devil tempted Christ about the
kingdoms of the earth belonging to him, Christ did not dispute that
but only refused to bow down to the devil though he held sway over
the cosmos or order of the world.

“Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”
Mat. 4: 8-10.

Some world governments or orders are the
designs of the devil. The more beautiful and attractive it is, the
more it is entrenched in the designs of the devil himself.

In these days, the church has become very
worldly with superficial spiritual and pastoral trappings. But
honestly put, are the world church leaders today following the
teachings of the Christ? The church is not ours, it belongs to
Christ, and we are servants whose rewards are promised for the
hereafter.

“And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Mat: 16:18.

Now the question we must pose is whether the
churches we see all over belong to Christ or someone else has put
up these churches and they are really false!

THE CATHOLIC
COLLAR AND LIFESTYLE

They come to church in
imported handmade suits creased on the soft leather seats of their latest fuel guzzlers that
any equally flashy member of a powerful political
wing of a senate or parliament would break a bank to own.
Their expensive colognes waft luxuriant
scents on the pulpit where jewelry from
gold and ruby chains to diamond rings are
just a peek into what ‘prosperity gospel’
means in manifest opulence.

It has been established that more than ten
active archbishops in the United States for example dwell in
buildings worth more than $1 million each, this is excluding
hundreds of retired and active Catholic bishops in smaller cities,
some of whom live equally large.

The residence of the archbishop of New York
who is also a Cardinal is a 15,000-square-foot mansion on Madison
Avenue, in one of the priciest corridors of Manhattan. The off
record estimated value of this property is not less than $30
million. The architecture of the building is neo-Gothic and is
reportedly filled with thick red carpets and priceless antiques;
the cardinal shares it with three other priests. By its own right,
the building is a land mark in New York.

The Cardinal of Chicago resides in a house
that has 19 chimneys and sits on 1.7 acres of prime real estate in
Chicago's classy Gold Coast environment. The property has a reserve
value of $14.3 which could fetch more in a real estate market. The
Cardinal’s private quarters occupy the mansion's top two floors,
according to the archdiocese and he shares the residence with two
bishops and a priest. Three nuns who care for the cardinal and his
mansion live in a 5,500+-square-foot house near the main residence.
The building's size, architectural details, location and
unobstructed view of nearby Lincoln Park make the residence very
special.

But before we are taken aback at these costly
residences, we have to take a close view; these structures were
built more than 100 years ago and are used as offices and for
hosting guests and fundraisers as well as residences. These
mansions by their own right are historical landmarks and can't
easily be sold or converted to other uses. Historians say that a
century ago, Catholics celebrated the success of their church in
the United States of America by building mansions for their
archbishops. It is like they were saying, "We have made it, let’s
demonstrate that we are here to stay."

But beside the point, this is a defeatist
demonstration of saying our priests have to live like princes in
the houses we made for them. The end result is that instead of
having priests as servants, we end up with feudal kings who depend
solely on the congregation for their upkeep. Perhaps with
extension, these ‘feudal’ kings and princes have set themselves
businesses that cause them to have residual income instead of
dependence on stipends.

“For what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?” M't:16:26.

The bottom line to the progress of the church
is the salvation of souls. The church cannot preach water and drink
wine. However, poverty is not a demonstration of godliness and
neither are riches.

Pope Francis has urged Roman Catholic
primates the world over to refocus their resources on caring for
the poor and marginalized. Caring for the sick, the marginalized
and the poor in spirit should actually be the call of the church.
The faith and hope of man is a better hereafter, if here will be
better the after, then there is no need for hopes in the
hereafter.

In the beginning, the Roman Catholic Church
had a good concept for the clergy, they were meant to live in
rectories. For this reason, there is no meaning for a bishop to
live like a prince or medieval monarch, even if he inherited the
place from his predecessor in these times. These artifacts of
buildings should be converted to museums. In addition to regal
residences, many archbishops acquire other benefits like live-in
assistants, housekeepers, chauffeurs and cooks. However, in other
instances there are primates who live alone in roomy residences.
For example, the current Archbishop of Seattle in the U.S.A lives
by himself in a three-story house. The appraised value of the
primate’s residence is $3.84 million, according to the King County
Department of Assessments.

In Hartford Connecticut the Archbishop lives
in an 8,500+- square-foot mansion, whose appraisal stands at $ 1.8+
million as per the county government records. In Miami, the primate
lives in a 5,350-square-foot residence whose worth is more than
$1.38 million according to Miami-Dade County assessors.

The castle-like mansion of the Archbishop of
St Louis is an 11,000-square-foot home, which the Archbishop shares
with a priest-secretary and is worth $1.4 million as appraised by
city valuers. The property also hosts two nuns who don’t live in
the house but cooks and cleans for the archbishop and the
secretary. The property once featured in an article on the "Palaces
of St. Louis." Interestingly, in addition to this property, the
Archbishop bought a house in Estero, Florida, for $327,500,
according to public records, in 2008.

According to historians, the Archbishop’s
residence in Baltimore dates back to the very first bishop in the
United States, John Carroll. The 11,500+ square-foot building,
where the archbishop lives with his priest-secretary and the rector
of the Baltimore Basilica, is connected to the historic basilica by
a pass-through. The Maryland Department of Assessment and Taxation
says the residence, which includes offices is worth about $1.24
million.

Archbishop of San Antonio lives in a
5,000-square-foot residence, which has a courtyard, a private
chapel, a fireplace and a wet bar. The residence was built by the
current Archbishop’s predecessor in 2009 at $1.1 million. The San
Antonio Express-News reported at the time that the archdiocese was
facing a budget shortfall that resulted in the firing of 11
full-time employees.

$7 million was spent by the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles to build a 26,000-square-foot rectory for its former
archbishop in 2002, according to public records. The current
Archbishop, who moved to Los Angeles in 2010, now lives there with
six priests.

A 13,500-square-foot center that will include
meeting space, a kitchen, a library, a chapel and an apartment for
the Archbishop is being put up by the Archdiocese of Denver at a
cost of $6.5 million, The residence portion, will include a living
space for several other priests and will cost an additional $1.3+
million, according to the budget of the archdiocese.

Away from the big cities, some archbishops
and bishops live in houses few in their flock could likely afford.
In Cincinnati, for example, the Archbishop lives by himself in a
four-bedroom, four-bath house in Hamilton County, Ohio. The house
was bought in 2009 at a cost of $469,718 for the Archbishop. This
did not auger well with the local congregation.

Perhaps the Popes call for some austerity for
the Roman Catholic clergy can be taken to be a call to the
Christian world people of the frock to rethink their call. The men
and women of the frock are supposed to be role models and that
cannot be achieved if the church cannot associate with the sick,
the hungry and the marginalized. The church is not about cushiness
and enormous perks that are generated from a poor society. How can
the palace lifestyle be associated with humility?

The church is a conduit for the many to reach
their donations to the needy. Won’t it be galling when such
donations are converted, for example, in creating luxurious
extensions to the already expensive Archbishop’s dwellings? What is
the mystery about keeping up multimillion-dollar estates? Any eye
can see that luxury is not the way of the gospel especially for the
“Levite.”

On the other side, there are bishops who are
down to earth! The Cardinal of Boston resides in a rundown rectory
on the South End. The Cardinal actually moved out of the
Archbishop’s traditional mansion in 2003. He equated the mansion to
a symbol of the past that has no relevance to Gospel values that
belongs to today.

In Portland, Oregon, the Archbishop shares
part of a converted convent with his elderly mother.

In Philadelphia also, the Archbishop sold the
church’s $10 million mansion when he moved to town in 2011. He said
that it was unnecessary for him to live in a large residence, he
sort to live simply. Hopes are high that with the Pope leading by
example, more Bishops will see the light of the gospel and pursue
after the mission of the church. Some Bishops have had to give up
on their perceived beautiful residences after the congregation got
angry at their luxury!

THE PENTECOSTAL APPROACH LIFE STYLE

For many Nigerians today, it is very
difficult to convince them that running churches is not an
infinitely profitable venture. They see everyday pastors moving
from average life of financial status to breathtaking wealth in a
matter of months.

The self proclaimed men of God mentioned here
earn big and are worth a King’s ransom. They are comparatively no
small kings!

NIGERIA

The Bishop of Winners Chapel:

The Bishop of Living Faith World Outreach
Ministry (aka Winners Chapel) has an estimated net worth of $150
million. He is seen as Nigeria's richest pastor of the church
ministry he founded in 1981 and has grown it to become one of
Africa’s largest congregations, his Winners Chapels dot the African
countries across the sub Sahara. Most of these churches hold a
minimum of three services every Sunday with weekday’s services to
boot. Faith Tabernacle which is touted as Africa’s largest worship
center holds 3 services every Sunday.

The bishop owns two private jets although
rumors have the figure at four. To add cream to the pie, he has
houses in London and the United States. In addition, he has a
successful publishing company which publishes all his books, the
Dominion Publishing House. His books, incidentally, are all focused
on becoming wealthy and prosperous; the books say little or nothing
more. Salvation is not really part of the bigger picture of the
bishop’s empire. This empire also consist a university founded a
few years ago, the Covenant University. The bishop took advantage
of the government’s decision to encourage private individuals and
organizations to own and run higher institutions of learning. Today
the Covenant University has become one of the elite private
universities in Nigeria. With all financials taps open across the
globe, the bishop is all systems go for setting up a second
university. The bishop also owns Faith Academy, a high school for
the upper class of his countrymen. Winners Chapel has evolved to be
one of the largest congregations in Africa and has a flourishing
mission in Nairobi Kenya.

In Nairobi, the Nigerian
millionaire Pastor of Winners Chapel visit
to officially open the church in Likoni

Road in the East African
City did not go unnoticed. After
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