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    Black Gold and Golden Prairies: North Central Oklahoma

  


  
    In 1832 writer Washington Irving traveled to eastern Oklahoma to explore what he called the “Far West” and found “great, grassy plains, interspersed with forests and groves, and clumps of trees. Over these verdant wastes,” he wrote in A Tour on the Prairies, “still roam the elk, the buffalo, and the wild horse in all their native freedom.”


    Today’s travelers through north central Oklahoma will recognize Irving’s expansive plains, wooded hills, and shady groves, and, on a number of preserves and ranches, will still find elk, buffalo, and wild horses roaming on the prairie.


    Part of the fun of north central Oklahoma lies in the contrasts between the loping, laid-back cowboy way of life, the art, architecture, and other cultural icons that oil money brought to the plains, and the gentle persistence of the Native American cultures of the Osage, Delaware, and other tribes. Some places manage to combine all three at once.


    There are a few hundred miles of four-lane roads in the region, excluding Tulsa. U.S. Highway 60 runs east and west and takes travelers to the doorstep of a huge swath of prairie traversed only by county roads. Scenic Highway 11 meanders through the blackjacks and post oaks of the Osage Hills.
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  Tallgrass Prairies



  Dewey, www.cityofdewey.com, 16 miles south of the Kansas border on U.S. Highway 75, is a town built on the Caney River—and a grudge. Jacob Bartles, namesake and founder of bigger Bartlesville to the south, moved to the area in the 1870s and built the first flour mill in Indian Territory. But when a railroad depot was built on the other side of the river, near a competitor’s store, Bartles left in a huff. He loaded his entire store on logs and dragged it upriver with mules to a new site, which he named Dewey after Admiral George Dewey. It took Bartles five months—and he stayed open the entire time.


  In Dewey, Bartles also built in 1899 a white Victorian structure with wide porches, now the twenty-eight-room Dewey Hotel Museum. The hotel dining room was the fashionable place for area residents to have Sunday dinner, and the Saturday-night poker games in the hotel’s third-floor cupola became legendary. The hotel, restored and filled with period furnishings, is open year-round. Hours are Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The hotel sits at the corner of Delaware and Don Tyler; turn west on Don Tyler from US 75 and travel 2 blocks. Known as “The Grand Ole Lady of the Prairie” you can visit its website at www.wchs-ok.org. Admission is $3.00 for adults. For students over age twelve, admission is $1.50, and children under twelve are free. Call (918) 534–0215 for information.


  Until it burned in 1950, Bartles’s wooden store operated across the street at 721 North Delaware. Now it’s the local tourist information center and site of the Tom Mix Museum, www.tommixmuseum.com. Mix, a cowboy movie star in the silent pictures era and the original “King of the Cowboys,” worked briefly as Dewey’s city marshal, and the third of his five wives, Miss Olive Stokes, was a local girl. Mix, who came to Oklahoma from Pennsylvania, was working at the Miller Brothers 101 Ranch when he volunteered to do some stunts for a film being shot on location there. The moviemakers took the young daredevil back to Hollywood with them, where Mix and his horse Tony continued to do all their own stunts, jumping canyons and riding atop moving trains. Visitors can see the stunts that made Mix famous by watching the movies that play in the museum’s little theater.


  
    AUTHOR’S FAVORITES IN BLACK GOLD AND GOLDEN PRAIRIES

  


  
    Drummond Home


    Kaw City


    Marland Estate Mansion


    Osage Tribal Museum and Gift Shop


    Pawnee Agency


    Pioneer Woman Museum


    Price Tower Art Center


    Tallgrass Prairie Preserve


    Tom Mix Museum


    Woolaroc Museum

  


  Visitors can also admire Mix’s white linen suits, silver-trimmed saddles and sixshooters, and the leather shoes that Tony the Wonder Horse wore onstage so that he wouldn’t slip. Hours are Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. Admission by donation, $2.00 requested. Call the museum, (918) 534–1555, for additional information.


  Downtown Dewey is small, and it’s not hard to find Linger Longer Antiques and Old Fashioned Soda Fountain, 814 North Shawnee. It’s filled with reasonably priced vintage furniture and china, and, after shopping, visitors can order old-fashioned cherry phosphates and sodas at the vintage soda fountain. Open seven days a week, Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. For more information, call (918) 534–0610.


  The food is good at the Half Dollar Cafe (homemade rolls, brown beans and cornbread, peach and apple pie, and cherry cobbler), but what brings diners from miles around is owner John Anthony and his extravagant line of what locals delicately call B.S. and the “Best Chicken–Fried Steak” in the state. The cafe, at 101 South Osage, on the corner of US 75, opens at 10:30 a.m. and closes at 7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. On Saturday, the café is open from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Call (918) 534–3073.


  In the beginning, Marilyn and Kenneth Tate simply wanted to reconstruct an old log cabin to use as a hidden retreat on their 1,400-acre working ranch. But Kenneth Tate enjoyed bringing the cabin back to life so much, he added a frontier barn and filled it with longhorns. Next he added a little chapel, in a grove of oak trees, with pews made of wood from each of the nine types of trees that grow on the ranch. As neighbors, and then strangers, came out to see what the Tates were building, the project kept growing. Now twenty-seven meticulously furnished buildings make up Prairie Song, Indian Territory (I,T,), including a school, saloon, depot, post and land offices, trading post, covered bridge, doctor’s office, general store, tin shop, bank, and cowboy line shack. (Ken Tate’s latest project is a 70-foot-long blacksmith’s shop.) The village is open to groups and to the general public seven days a week by appointment only. Please call the day before to arrange tours.


  
    Wild Onions and More


    For over fifty years, the Bartlesville Indian Women’s Club has sponsored an annual Wild Onion Dinner. Held at the Washington County Fairgrounds in Dewey, Oklahoma, members serve guests a traditional dinner of wild onions and eggs, ham, hominy, and coleslaw. Dessert, such as fry bread, blackberry and peach cobblers, and a drink are included. Diners will want to have plenty of time to browse the artwork, baskets, silver jewelry, and arts-and-crafts booths. Tickets are $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children twelve and under and may be purchased at various locations around town. Typically held in March of every year. For more information, visit www.visitbartlesville.com or call (918) 914–3358.

  


  
    TOP EVENTS IN BLACK GOLD AND GOLDEN PRAIRIES

  


  
    Mayfest


    Downtown Tulsa, mid-May


    (918) 582–6435


    www.tulsamayfest.com


    OK Mozart International Festival


    Bartlesville, June


    (918) 336–9900


    www.okmozart.com


    Juneteenth Music Festival


    Tulsa, third weekend of June


    (918) 281–8600


    www.okjazz.org


    Pawnee Indian Homecoming and Powwow


    Pawnee, starts Thursday prior to July 4 weekend


    (918) 762–3621


    www.pawneenation.org


    Bluegrass and Chili Festival


    Claremore, early September


    (918) 341–2818


    www.claremore.org


    Western Heritage Weekend


    Dewey, last weekend of September


    (918) 534–2272


    www.cityofdewey.com


    Oktoberfest


    Marland Estate Mansion, Ponca City


    First weekend of October


    (800) 422–8340


    www.marlandmansion.com


    High Frontier 6 Rocket Launch


    Pawhuska, second weekend in October


    (918) 287–1208

  


  The tours take about two hours, including the time men generally spend lingering at the toolshed. “Or if Ken gives the tour, plan to spend three,” says Marilyn. “My husband loves to talk.”


  For groups, the Tates bring in special entertainment, like Sky Shivers, who travels with Miss Kitty, “The Mediocre Cow Dog.” Admission to the ranch is $7.00 for adults and $5.00 for students. Children under age six are free. Travelers in self-contained RVs can make arrangements to camp at the ranch. Weddings are also held on the property. Call to see what’s available. Prairie Song is midway between Dewey and Bartlesville to the south. Take Durham Road east for exactly 5½ miles, and you’ll see a sign hanging on the fence on the south side of the road and the silhouette of a longhorn over the gate. Call (918) 534–2662 for information, or visit the Tates’ website at www.prairiesong.net.


  Bartlesville, www.visitbartlesville.com, 4 miles south, is a pretty town of about 35,000 spreading out from the banks of the Caney River. Oil was discovered in Bartlesville more than a century ago, and the Nellie Johnstone No. 1, drilled on April 15, 1897, was the first commercial oil well in Oklahoma. A reproduction of the wooden derrick stands downtown in Johnstone Park, built along the Caney River. The shady park is a wonderful place for a picnic, a stroll, or a serious walk: A 13-mile-long hiking and biking trail called “Path-finder Parkway” connects to Jo Allyn Lowe Park in south Bartlesville, where there is a tranquil fishing pond and picnic tables.


  While visiting Bartlesville, stop in the Bartlesville Area History Museum. Located at 401 South Johnstone Avenue, this museum is home to thousands of photographs, artifacts, and documents that educate visitors about the town and surrounding area. Included in the museum’s collection is the first glass bottle made in Oklahoma, manufactured by the Great Western Glass Company, and bricks that paved the roads of the early community. Hours are Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For more information, go to www.bartlesvillehistory.com or call (918) 338–4290.


  Bartlesville’s Chamber of Commerce and Convention and Visitors Bureau is located in a vintage Santa Fe Railroad depot just northwest of the downtown business district. SunFest, an arts and entertainment festival, is held the first weekend in June at Sooner Park. Go to www.bartlesvillesunfest.org or call (918) 331–0456 for more information.


  Among Bartlesville’s downtown treasures is the Price Tower Art Center, www.pricetower.org, a nineteen-story glass-and-copper skyscraper designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, which was built in 1956 for the owner of an oil pipeline company. The building is the only skyscraper Wright ever designed for Oklahoma and attracts the architect’s fans from all over the world. The American Institute of Architects selected it as one of seventeen Wright-designed buildings that best illustrate the architect’s genius. Wright designed the building’s interior furnishings as well. After years of renovation, the tower is again open to visitors. Guided tours are available Tuesday through Thursday at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Friday and Saturday at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., and Sunday at 2:00 p.m. Museum admission is $12.00 for adults, $10.00 for seniors (sixty-five and above), and $10.00 for students (eighteen and under). Tower admission is extra. For information call (918) 336–4949.


  The Price Tower is at Sixth Street and Dewey. On floors seven through thirteen, overnight guests can stay in the Price Tower Inn, www.pricetower.org/stay. Twenty-one rooms are available. For inn reservations, call toll free (877) 424–2424. Above the inn sits the Copper Restaurant and Bar. Designed for fine dining, this restaurant serves lunch and dinner, featuring such fare as salmon, steak, hummus wraps, and more. Don’t leave without trying the chocolate lava cake. Served warm with its hot fudge center, it’s a treat you’ll not soon forget. Check out the restaurant’s website, www.pricetower.org, to view special events. For restaurant hours, call (918) 336–1000, extension 151.


  In the 1970s city leaders commissioned architects at Taliesen, the school founded by Frank Lloyd Wright, to design the spiraling, terra-cotta Bartlesville Community Center, at Adams Boulevard and Cherokee Street, adjacent to the Price Tower. The acoustics in the center’s auditorium so impressed a visiting conductor (Ransom Wilson, of Solisti, New York) that he arranged to bring an orchestra back every summer to play. Wilson now conducts the resident orchestra for the ten-day OK Mozart International Festival, www.okmozart.com, which brings in such heavyweight guest artists as flutist Sir James Galway. Festival organizers, fearing that out-of-town concertgoers might need a little help in amusing themselves between concerts, arrange dozens of tours, lectures, and social events, ranging from rodeos to waltzing lessons, at little or no cost. In September, the center holds Oklahoma Indian Summer. Crafts, food, and dance are the highlights of the event. Visit www.okindiansummer.org to learn more.


  The center’s box office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For information call toll free (800) 618–2787 or go to www.bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com.


  The Greek Revival mansion that was home to Phillips Petroleum founder Frank Phillips has been preserved in the style of the 1930s, the decade when Phillips and his wife, Jane, had the 1909 mansion remodeled. Phillips was a barber before he traveled to Indian Territory from Iowa, and amid the crystal chandeliers and gold-and-marble bath is a barber chair where Phillips had a shave every morning. A secret room in the paneled library was a hiding place intended to foil kidnappers. The converted garage now houses an award-winning interpretive exhibit called “The Life and Times of Frank and Jane Phillips.” The mansion is owned and operated by the Oklahoma State Historical Society. It is open Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for fully guided tours. The last tour begins at 4:00 p.m. Closed Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and holidays. Admission is $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for children (five to eleven, age four and under are free). Limited handicap facilities. The Frank Phillips Home, www.frankphillipshome.org, is at 1107 Southeast Cherokee Avenue. Call (918) 336–2491 for information.


  
    Name for a New State


    In the late 1800s, there was discussion about statehood for Indian Territory and a proposed name. The Wichita Beacon reported “Here are some of the names suggested for the new state to be made out of the Indian Territory: Indiahoma, Indianola, Dawestonia, and Sequoyah. Indianola is the sweetest of them all.


    “Someone has objected to it on the grounds that it would cause trouble in the mail by abbreviations. ’Twouldn’t be half as troublesome as the two Washingtons.’” The abbreviation suggested was Ino.


    However, years earlier, at the close of the Civil War, a name had already been chosen. The name was proposed in 1866 by Allen Wright, chief of the Choctaws, when the draft of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Treaty was being written. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs asked the tribal delegates: “What name would you call your territory?” Wright, a Choctaw delegate, responded: “Oklahoma.”

  


  Another fabulous oil mansion is found on an estate a little south of town. LaQuinta, built on 152 acres, was the thirty-two-room Spanish Mission–style home built in 1930 by H.V. Foster, one of the first of a long list of men in the area who grew very wealthy leasing land from Indians and drilling for oil. In 1896 Foster traveled to Washington with an Osage chief and got permission from the federal government to lease the mineral rights to land owned by the Osage Nation for ten years, a lease that was renewed in 1905 for another decade. This arrangement made Foster the wealthiest man west of the Mississippi for a time, and the Osage the wealthiest tribe in the nation: A full 2 percent of all the oil found in the United States before 1945 was underneath the Osage-owned land. LaQuinta’s grounds now house the Bartlesville Wesleyan College campus. The main house now holds the college library, but enough original features remain to fuel the imagination: a hidden stairway installed to thwart would-be kidnappers; seven fireplaces; terra-cotta–tiled floors; and hand-painted ceilings. LaQuinta is at 2201 Silverlake Road. Visitors are welcome to tour the house during daylight hours, Monday through Friday.


  Free admission. Call ahead for private tours. Email laquintamansion@okwu.edu or call (918) 335–6234 for information.


  Can’t decide between a nice glass of wine and salmon or a beer and hickory-smoked bologna? Driving to the little shopping center just east of the Caney River bridge and downtown, where two very different restaurants sit side by side, will give you a little extra time to make up your mind. Sterling’s Grille, www.sterlingsgrille.com, (918) 335–0707, decorated with dark wood and hunting prints, has a full wine list and a menu offering steaks, seafood, and prime rib. Next door, the casual Dink’s Pit Barbecue, www.dinksbbq.com, (918) 335–0606, smokes sausage, pork ribs, brisket, and bologna over hickory wood. Check out both their menus online. The Grille is at 2905 East Frank Phillips Boulevard; Dink’s is at 2929 East Frank Phillips Boulevard.


  The Hereford on the sign in front of Murphy’s Steak House, www.facebook.com/murphyssteakhouse.com, (918) 336–4789, at 1625 Southwest Frank Phillips Boulevard, is a pretty good indication of what diners will find inside. Murphy’s has served steaks and hamburgers in Bartlesville in its diner-like location since 1946. Along with steaks, specialties include the garlicky house salad dressing and the Murphy’s Hot Hamburger, a patty served on toasted bread and topped with a mountain of french fries and doused with brown gravy; truly a guilty pleasure. Murphy’s is open from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. As Frank Phillips Boulevard continues west out of town, it picks up the route of US 60 and Highway 123. Two miles west of that intersection is a little blue-and-white sign for the Keepsake Candle Factory; turn north and follow the road to the end, then turn back east. Tours of this little factory take only fifteen minutes. Workers turn out an impressive 850 candles a day, but their methods are refreshingly low-tech: Kitchen stoves keep the wax melted as the candlemakers add layers of wax to molds. The factory’s signature candles are made from Depression-glass molds and scented with cinnamon, bayberry, and cranberry oils. Open Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Closed Sunday. Extended holiday hours. Visit www.keepsakecandles.com or call toll free (888) 636–0351.


  West of the Keepsake Candle Factory is the Red Dirt Soap Company, named after the red clay that curses many Oklahoma gardeners. Red Dirt soap, made from vegetable oils and scented with herbs and spices, is made and sold on the premises. The gift shop stocks bath salts and body oils, also made in the factory, along with many other Made in Oklahoma items. Visitors can tour the factory and see soap cuttings Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., but there is no factory activity at this time. Call toll free (850) RED–DIRT (733–3478) or visit www.reddirtsoap.com for more information.


  US 60 takes travelers into the Osage Hills, a rolling, wooded area where the many gullies and caves once sheltered outlaws like Henry Starr, who rode with the Daltons. Osage Hills State Park, 10 miles west of Bartlesville, is tranquil these days, tending to attract birdwatchers and hikers. The park is a sanctuary for migrating waterfowl such as great blue herons and wood ducks, which travel over Oklahoma along the Central Flyway. Eastern bluebirds, bald eagles, cedar waxwings, nuthatches, and four kinds of woodpecker have been spotted in the park’s 1,199 acres. Many structures in the park, which began as a Boy Scout camp, were built during the 1930s by Civilian Conservation Corps workers. They quarried sandstone from the hills and built picnic shelters, lined paths and camping areas with the rocks, and constructed cabins. The eight cabins, which have been modernized but still retain their 1930s outlines, are so popular that they must be reserved a year in advance for weekends, except in the heart of winter. To check rates or reserve, call toll free (800) 654–8240 or (918) 336–4141. You can also visit their website at www.stateparks.com/osage_hills.html. The park has a small fishing lake, swimming pool and tennis court, hiking and mountain-biking trails, and tent and RV campsites.


  Eight more miles down the road, travelers find Woolaroc, a 3,600-acre weekend retreat built by Frank Phillips, founder of Phillips Petroleum Company. Phillips, originally from Iowa, became an honorary member of the Osage tribe and an enthusiastic student of the Old West after his move to Oklahoma. He patterned his rustic log lodge after the El Tovar Hotel at the Grand Canyon and filled it with Navajo rugs, chandeliers made of antlers, and the western art he had begun to collect. The back terrace of the lodge overlooks Clyde Lake, the setting for an outdoor concert during Bartlesville’s OK Mozart Festival each June. The orchestra plays from a pavilion at the lake’s edge. The concert, which is preceded by Native American dances and ends with fireworks launched from boats on the lake, is always a sellout.


  Not content with just cattle, Phillips added longhorns and bison to the ranch and shipped in exotic animals from around the world, including black swans, yaks, and camels. Most couldn’t tolerate Oklahoma’s climate, and some of the failures have been stuffed and mounted in the lodge. Animals more suited to the climate, including bison, elk, deer, ostrich, and emu, now roam the preserve and can be spotted during the 2-mile wooded drive from the refuge gate to the lodge and museum. (Visitors must stay in their cars during the drive.)


  The focal point of the ranch is the Woolaroc Museum, www.woolaroc.org, which holds 55,000 artifacts, including Phillips’s art collection, which is displayed in bark-covered frames. The museum started with a small building constructed behind Phillips’s lodge to show off his plane, The Woolaroc. Phillips sponsored the plane in the 1927 Dole Race after pineapple tycoon James Dole offered $35,000 to the first pilot to fly nonstop from California to Honolulu. The Woolaroc won first place. The little blue-and-orange plane still hangs in a greatly expanded museum. As the museum grew, so did Phillips’s aim: His goal became to illustrate the history of the development of the southwestern United States. To achieve that end, he collected Native American tools, clothing, and regalia; Colt firearms; Navajo blankets; and a world-class western art collection, including numerous works by Charles Marion Russell, Frederic Remington, and Thomas Moran. Phillips had a very forceful personality, and museum guides like to tell the story of how, when Thomas Leigh’s painting Custer’s Last Stand arrived, he became livid because one of the horses had a purplish cast. Phillips demanded that the museum director “fix it” by adding paint to make the horse more conventionally realistic-looking. The director flatly refused, and Phillips eventually calmed down and grew to appreciate the painting.


  Phillips left the museum, lodge, and grounds to the public when he died. A Y-Indian Guide Center, which was built across from the museum, shows a film that tells the story of Phillips and the ranch, along with Native American legends. The trailhead for the 1½-mile Thunderbird Canyon Nature Trail is located near the Y-Indian Center. There are picnic tables near the main entrance, and visitors can buy buffalo burgers, Indian tacos, and other snacks at a concession stand near the museum.


  In spring and fall, an 1840s Mountain Man Camp is set up north of the museum, and during June, July, and August, a children’s petting zoo is open in a stone barn near the museum. The preserve, lodge, and museum are open Wednesday through Sunday from Memorial Day to Labor Day from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and are closed on Monday, Tuesday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas during the winter. Admission is free for children eleven and under; $10.00 for visitors ages twelve through sixty-four; $8.00 for senior citizens. For more information call (918) 336–0307 or (800) WOOLAROC (966–5276).


  The outlines of Osage County, the biggest county in Oklahoma, are exactly the same as the historic borders of the Osage Nation, who moved from Kansas to Indian Territory to settle on land the tribe purchased from the Cherokee Nation. The Osage were forced from Kansas by western settlement. According to tribal history, the Osage leader and warrior Wah-Ti-An-Ka persuaded the tribe to choose this prairie because the roots of the tallgrass grew so thick, no white settler would try to plow the land. “The Heavy Eyebrows,” as Wah-Ti-An-Ka called the whites, “couldn’t put the iron thing into the ground here.” The Osage warrior’s prediction was correct, and the prairie wasn’t plowed. The bluestem grass, however, provided some of the best cattle grazing in the region, and huge supplies of oil lay underneath the prairie. It’s a great irony that the ground the tribe chose so they could have a little peace proved to be so desirable.


  Oil was discovered in the county in the 1920s, giving each enrolled member of the Osage tribe an income of approximately $15,000 a year, a small fortune in those days. For a time the Osage Nation was, in the words of a local lawyer, “the Kuwait of the United States.”


  In Pawhuska, www.pawhuskachamber.com, headquarters for the Osage Nation, nearly ninety downtown buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including City Hall, which was built in 1894 for the Osage Tribal Council, and the Constantine Theater, a restored opera house.


  Some of the sandstone buildings on Agency Hill, where the modern Osage Nation tribal complex is located, date back to the 1920s. Among them is the building that houses the Osage Nation Tribal Museum and Gift Shop, (918) 287–5442, where Osage beadwork and treaties, along with family mementos, are on display. The museum was established in 1938 and is the oldest continually operating tribal museum in the country. A few years ago, stacks of photographs and faded newspaper clippings threatened to overtake the building.


  Recently, curators have made a concerted effort not only to share traditional Osage culture and the Osage view of the cosmology, but also to preserve them for younger members of the tribe. Classes in Osage language and moccasin making are held at the museum, as are classes in ribbonwork and fingerweaving, two traditional arts used to make clothing and regalia for Osage dances.


  Examples of fine ribbonwork and fingerweaving are on display at the museum, and some items are for sale. Museum staff can point out where the Million Dollar Elm once stood. In the 1920s an auctioneer stood under the elm (now just a stump) each year to auction off Osage oil leases. In 1924 $11 million in leases were auctioned off. The tribal complex museum is located at 891 Grandview Avenue; it is open Tuesday through Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Free admission. Call (918) 287–5441 or visit www.osagetribe.com/museum to learn more.


  The Osage County Historical Museum, at 700 North Lynn Avenue, holds souvenirs of those years of oil wealth, including a rhinestone-and-feather-bedecked ball gown worn by an Osage debutante in 1929. The museum, housed in the former Santa Fe train depot, also holds dance regalia, old saddles, and historical photographs that depict one hundred years of local history.


  A statue outside marks the town as the site of the first Boy Scout troop in America. The troop was organized in 1909 by a missionary priest to St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Pawhuska. The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; call (918) 287–9119 or visit www.osagecohistoricalmuseum.com.


  After exploring Pawhuska, check into the Grandview Inn Bed and Breakfast and relax in one of the six available rooms. Located at 1707 Grandview Avenue, owners Steven and Tiffany Poe will make you feel at home in this establishment that was built in 1923. A former Drummond home, it is near the Tall Grass Prairie Reserve. Private and shared baths are available. A gourmet breakfast and afternoon tea is also offered, For more information or to book a room call (918) 533–3500 or visit their facebook page at www.facebook.com/grandviewinnbedandbreakfast.


  Today, the 37,000-acre Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, www.okprairie.com, 17 miles north of Pawhuska, has been established on what is one of the largest remaining unbroken swaths of bluestem prairie in the nation. The preserve is owned by The Nature Conservancy, which purchased the historic Barnard-Chapman cattle ranch in the 1980s after efforts to create a national park fizzled.


  The landscape is much the same as the one that greeted settlers heading west in the 1800s, made more authentic with the reintroduction of a herd of bison onto the prairies. Along with bison, the preserve is home to more than 79 species of mammals, 250 species of birds, including prairie chickens, bald eagles, and short-eared owls, and a sea of big bluestem grass. In some places the grass sends down roots 10 feet deep and grows as high as a man on horseback. The Nature Conservancy has strictly limited cattle grazing on the preserve, which is creating an extravagant increase in the number of wildflowers seen on the prairies.


  The Nature Conservancy headquarters is in a restored bunkhouse on the ranch, and board meetings are held in the same room where ranch cowboys used to play poker. The entire bunkhouse isn’t open to the public, but there’s a gift shop at its east end. A literature rack holds brochures that explain the landscape from various points along the preserve’s nearly 3 miles of hiking trails, which are open from dawn to dusk. A lone gravel road loops through the preserve, with 7 miles designated as the Bison Loop. The preserve, (918) 287–4803, is 17 miles north of Pawhuska on Tallgrass Prairie Drive, marked as Osage Avenue in downtown Pawhuska. The visitor’s center is open from mid-March to late November from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The preserve itself is open from dawn to dusk.


  A west entrance to the preserve is found at the intersection of Highways 11 and 18 at Shidler (Chamber of Commerce, www.shidleroklahoma.com, 918–793–4171). A quarter mile west of Shidler is The Bivin Garden, www.thebivingarden.com, a cultivated contrast to the wild prairie. Mollie Bivin, a transplanted Englishwoman, has created six acres of English gardens where peacocks and exotic pheasants stroll.


  The gardens and a gift shop featuring plants and gifts are open to the public on weekends from 10:00 a.m. to dusk from May to September. Admission is $2.00. Call (918) 793–4011 for information.


  Hominy, www.chamberofhominy.com, (918) 261–0956, another little half-cowboy, half-Indian town, was established in 1874 as a subagency for the Osage Tribe and named after a chief called Ho-Mo-I, which translates to “Walks in the Night.” Downtown Hominy is brightened considerably by the presence of about forty murals painted on the buildings’ exteriors, which, considering the size of the town, works out to a pretty good concentration of art. Most were painted by Chá Tullis, a native who left town as Charles David and returned with a new name and a degree in jewelry making. Tullis’s theme is often the juxtaposition of contemporary Native Americans with traditional symbols. One of Tullis’s most striking projects is “New Territory,” a 200-foot-long series of fifteen sheet-metal sculptures, which sits on top of Sandpipe Hill, along Highway 20 west of Hominy. The sculptures are silhouettes of Native Americans with lances on horseback. Pick up a map to the murals at Chá Tullis Designs, 108 West Main, Hominy, where Tullis sells jewelry, beadwork, and other art, both his own and that of other artists; open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Call (918) 885–4717 for information or visit www.chatullis.com.


  Just off Main Street is the Drummond Home, a 1905 Victorian home that was built by merchant Fred Drummond for his wife and five children. The house, given to the Oklahoma Historical Society in 1980 by the Drummond family, was a curator’s dream because Mrs. Drummond never seemed to throw anything away: not check stubs, not her 1917 calendar, not even half-empty bottles of cuticle cream or corn plasters. The result is a fairly complete picture of early twentieth-century life on the plains, from the Pendleton blanket on a college-age son’s bed to the parlor furniture, purchased in Kansas City in 1908.


  The house and gardens are open for tours Wednesday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.; (918) 885–2374. Admission is $3.00 for adults, $2.50 for seniors (sixty-five and older), and $1.00 for children (six to eighteen). Children five and under are free.


  When the Osage Tribe settled on the Osage Reservation in the 1870s, it settled in three traditional groups. The Dwellers in the Thorny Thicket settled at Pawhuska Village (farther east than where the town of Pawhuska is today), the Dwellers on the Hilltop settled at Gray Horse, and the Dwellers in the Upland Forest settled in Hominy. The villages were centers for ceremonial dances, performed in circular community buildings called “roundhouses.”


  The only remaining Osage Roundhouse in the county is one built in 1919, southeast of the junction of Highways 99 and 20 east of Hominy. Osage from all over the nation come home for I-Ion-shka dances held in June, both in the roundhouse and under a brush arbor built outside. For four days men and women perform these traditional Osage dances to the beat of a drum. Visitors are welcome, but tribe members emphasize that the dances are not intended as tourist fare, and no photographs are allowed. For more information about the reservation or roundhouse, contact the White Hair Memorial Osage Resource Center at (918) 538–2417 or by e-mail at whitehair@ok-history.mus.ok.us; open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


  Land of the Ponca



  Ponca City’s well-mannered downtown, filled with Art Deco–era architecture and public gardens, conceals a boisterous beginning. Ponca City, www.poncacity.com, (580) 765–3311, was settled during the opening of the Cherokee Outlet in 1893, which was essentially a horse race: Would-be settlers lined up at the boundary lines and stampeded in to stake their claims.


  The land opening was the biggest, rowdiest—and the last—land run in Oklahoma. (After the dust from 100,000 settlers competing for 50,000 allotments settled, the government figured maybe a horse race wasn’t the best method of apportioning homesteads.)


  Ponca City was a typical pioneer community until after statehood, when oil was discovered under Ponca land. The discovery didn’t help the tribe as a whole because tribe members already had been allotted homesteads, and, unlike the Osage, didn’t hold the mineral rights collectively. To learn more about Ponca City, call (866) 763–8092 or visit www.poncacitytourism.com.


  One person who did understand the fine print was E.W. Marland, a Pennsylvania-born lawyer who came to Oklahoma in 1908 and drilled his first well in 1911. Marland’s fortune peaked in the 1920s at $30 million. The oil man built his first showplace home on Ponca City’s main thoroughfare, a structure that is now the Marland Grand Home, 1000 East Grand. Among the museum’s exhibits is the best existing collection of memorabilia about the fabled 101 Ranch (pronounced “Hundred and One,” not “One-Oh-One”), which at one time covered 101,000 acres in the Cherokee Outlet. The ranch was started in the 1870s, and its owners, Colonel George W. Miller and his sons, farmed, raised cattle, and drilled for gas and oil. They gained fame, however, as the originators of the “Miller Brothers 101 Ranch Wild West Show.” The show toured the country from the 1880s to the 1930s and counted among its employees Will Rogers, Tom Mix, and Bill Pickett. Pickett was a black cowboy who invented bulldogging, a rodeo event in which cowboys wrestle steers to the ground, then subdue them by biting the steer’s upper lip, a trick Pickett picked up from watching a bulldog trained to work cattle. In addition to the 101 exhibits, the site houses an Indian museum, exhibits of the local Daughters of the American Revolution, and sculptor Bryant Baker’s studio, purchased at auction a few decades ago. The museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; closed Sunday and Monday. Admission is $3.00 for adults, $1.00 for students ages six to sixteen, and free for children under six. Call (580) 767–0427 for information or visit www.marlandgrandhome.com.


  
    Conoco Museum


    Conoco started as a small kerosene distributor serving early pioneers. Today the company is a leader in global energy. The Conoco Museum, located at 501 West South Avenue in Ponca City, offers insight into its namesake’s history and development. Some of the exhibits in the museum include a computer-generated view of the development of the Ponca City Refinery, the nation’s oldest, a doodlebugger work-site, and a replica of an early service station with a gravity-fed gasoline pump. You can also learn about the role that drillships played in the search for oil and play an interactive game. Admission is free. The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Closed holidays. Guided tours upon request. To learn more visit www.conocomuseum.com or call (580) 765-TOUR (8687).

  


  
    The Saga of Standing Bear


    It would be hard to find a North American tribe more ill-treated than the Poncas were in the nineteenth century. In 1865 the tribe ceded part of its lands in Nebraska to the federal government but was to retain 96,000 acres. Three years later, the government gave that same land to the Sioux, who soon overran the Ponca. In 1876 Congress passed an act relocating the tribe to Indian Territory, a piece of legislation the tribe knew nothing about until a federal agent arrived to oversee their move south. Some of the tribe refused to leave; the ones who did eventually moved to Oklahoma. Many tribe members died during the first year, including the son of Chief Standing Bear.


    Today a 22-foot-high statue of Standing Bear has been erected at the intersection of US 60 and 77. The statue is in Standing Bear Native American Memorial Park, where plaques tell Standing Bear’s story and pay tribute to eight traditional Poncan clans. Free admission.


    In 2008, the Standing Bear Museum and Education Center opened. The museum features Native American artwork, tribal displays, traveling exhibits, and educational material. Everyone is invited. Free admission. Located on the grounds of Standing Bear Park. Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Call (580) 762–1514 or visit www.poncacity.com for information.

  


  Marland and Baker were responsible for one of Ponca City’s defining landmarks, the “Pioneer Woman” statue. In 1926 Marland reportedly looked around the room at a party and declared, “The Indian is not the vanishing American, it’s the pioneer woman.” Marland asked twelve leading sculptors to each submit a bronze of an archetypal pioneer woman. The winning entry chosen by a majority vote of three-quarters of a million Americans during a national tour—and (probably most important) by Marland—was one by sculptor Bryant Baker. The sculpture depicted a determined-looking woman with a Bible tucked under her arm, wearing a bonnet and leading a little boy.


  
    oklahom atlantis

  


  
    East of Ponca City, visitors will find Kaw Lake. The lake is over 25 miles long and 90 feet deep in areas. Campsites are abundant.


    On its western side sits Kaw City, the new township. In 1976, the old township went underwater to make way for the lake. Kaw is a little town with big heart. The Kaw City Museum and Kanza Museum celebrate their unique heritage, and Tom’s Old Town Café is the place to find awesome hamburgers and curly fries. Each January, the town welcomes visitors to experience an eagle watch and, in August, the Kaw Pow Wow. For more information call (580) 762–9494 or visit www.kawlake.com.

  


  Critics were more impressed with some of the other models (which are now on display at Woolaroc, purchased by Frank Phillips when Marland was in need of cash) and sniffed that the winning sculpture was merely “a pretty lady leading a little boy in his Eton suit.” The 17-foot-high bronze statue now stands on Monument Avenue, near the intersection of U.S. Highway 77 and Lake Road (turn north on US 77 from US 60) in Ponca City.


  Adjacent to the statue is the Pioneer Woman Museum, www.pioneerwomanmuseum.com, which includes exhibits about how women lived on the Oklahoma prairie in the nineteenth century, as well as exhibits about pioneering female Oklahomans like astronaut Shannon Lucid. Admission is $4.00 for adults, $3.00 for seniors (sixty-five and above), $1.00 for students (six to eighteen), and free for children under six. The museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Closed Sunday. It is located at 701 Monument Road; (580) 765–6108.


  Marland’s biggest legacy, however, is 8 blocks north, at 901 Monument Road. The Marland Estate Mansion, www.marlandmansion.com, (580) 767–0420, is an Italian Renaissance–style villa modeled after the Davanzati Palace in Florence. Marland imported oak from the forest of King George V in England, Waterford chandeliers from Ireland, and a wooden throne from Germany, and brought craftsmen from Italy to paint gold leaf on the ballroom ceiling of the fifty-five-room house. He built polo grounds, a golf course, and an artist’s studio. He and his family moved into the house in the late 1920s. Marland and his wife, Mary Virginia Collins, had adopted Mrs. Marland’s niece, Lydie, and nephew, George, when they were children. In 1926 Mrs. Marland died. Two years later Marland shocked the conservative town by annulling Lydie’s adoption and marrying her.


  By the early 1930s Marland had lost most of his fortune on Wall Street. The Marlands moved into the artist’s studio and opened the house only for parties.


  Marland still was influential enough to be elected to Congress in the mid-1930s and served a term as governor of Oklahoma. He returned to Ponca City in 1939 but never was able to regain his financial footing. He died in 1941 after selling the villa to an order of Carmelite nuns.


  Lydie stayed on in Ponca City but was shunned by polite society. She disappeared from Ponca City for twenty-two years, and when she returned in the 1970s, she was destitute. She kept very much to herself but did write what amounted to a love letter to the local newspaper when townspeople were trying to pass a sales tax to buy the mansion and restore it: “I would like to say this much,” she wrote. “To me it is a place of rare beauty and artistic integrity. A structure that is an expression from mind into substance of the quality, the strength, and the heart of a man.”


  
    Still Entertaining


    In 1927 when the Poncan Theatre opened, she was unique. Catering to both live entertainment and films, she gave the people of Ponca City and visitors alike somewhere to be seen and entertained. The building was designed by the Boller Brothers, who were known across Middle America for atmospheric theaters. Vaudeville was at its peak, and entertainers like Bo Jangles, Sally Rand, and Ethel Barrymore, and other vaudevillians performed on the theater’s stage. Comedians, singers, hoofers, jugglers, animal acts, and more brought their talent to the area. When Al Jolson made film history with the first talkie that year, the Poncan was converted to sound and many more years of entertainment followed.


    Through the years, the Poncan has had its ups and downs. The theater needed refurbishing and, on September 17, 1994, Ponca Citians were proud to celebrate its complete restoration. The Poncan Theatre is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is home to the Arts and Humanities Council, Ponca Playhouse, Ponca Area Chamber Orchestra, and the Poncan Theatre Company Presentations. The Poncan is a not-for-profit business, so all proceeds are put back into operating costs.


    The theater is located at First and Grand Streets in Ponca City. Call (580) 765–0943 or visit www.poncantheatre.org for more information.

  


  After Ponca Citians bought the house in 1975, Lydie moved back into the studio. Some said she stood on the lawn and danced during the parties that were once again held in the house, though others dismissed the reports as sentimental imaginings.


  After her death in 1987, a statue of Lydie commissioned by Marland was found smashed and buried behind a barn. The statue has been put back together and is on display in the mansion’s entrance.


  There are fifty-five rooms plus outbuildings included on the
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