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Dedication


Being called to a position of leadership is an honor and also the task, especially if you are a woman. I recognize that I have been called to a position of leadership that requires me to share my personal experiences with developing into a woman of virtue. This is not something that has come easily because for much of my life, I neither understood the definition of virtue nor believed that I could achieve it.

I have been called to the work of breaking the cycles and breaking the chains to create women of virtue. This means I am a nontraditional leader in that the way God uses me often contradicts much of the tradition we have learned in the modern church.

I am not the kind of leader who will sit quietly in disagreement when I hear someone teaching scripture incorrectly. Incorrect teaching almost cost me my life, literally. Because I received incorrect and incomplete teaching about the Word of God, I was vulnerable. I found myself in a position of hopelessness. I was hopeless to the point that I wrote letters of apology to my family members for the way that I had failed them and then attempted suicide.

I spent my whole life trying to measure up, to be loved by others. I had been an overachieving child in hopes of changing my relationships with my father and mother. I later became an overachieving girlfriend who would do whatever my boyfriend asked me to do, just for the sake of feeling loved and accepted by him.

Later, I grew into an overachieving, yet inexperienced wife. One would assume that surviving the suicide attempt would have been something that brought me joy.
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But instead, it made me feel like even more of a failure. I believed that I could not even achieve this successfully. The fact that I felt hopeless enough to take such desperate actions would not seem so surprising for someone who didn't "know the Lord".

At the age of 19, I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior, believing that this singular act of surrender would transform my life and move me from the place of misery after the death of my mother. I was only 18 when she passed from cancer, at the tender age of 47.

As I turned 47, I decided to publish the first edition of this book in honor of my mother, Anna Marie Williams, who passed away with so many unfulfilled dreams. My prayer continues to be that this book will help other women develop the courage to carry out the calling of their lives.

Seven years later, I am publishing the second edition that includes even more lessons from my journey, along with some instruction. I am committed to sharing God’s story in my life for the sake of helping others who have been called to greatness but are reluctant to answer the call because they felt ill-equipped to do the job. I can relate to their fear and hesitation. My life is proof of the direct correlation between faith and fulfillment of a God-sized vision. In these last sever years, I had to grant myself the permission that I had encouraged others to give to themselves in order to be liberated from their past and walk into the promises of God.
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Preface




If you’re reading this book today, I hope that you are prepared to take a personal inventory. You have a decision to make. We are coming into a new season, but my hope is that you will not wait, but rather give yourself permission to thrive, today.

You will never be forced into greatness. When you are provided wisdom or insight about your purpose, you must CHOOSE to walk in what you have learned and the knowledge you have gained.

Nearly 30 years ago, I was given insight and instructions, by God, about my purpose for living after a failed suicide attempt. Before that day, I felt hopeless and ill- equipped for my roles as a wife, mother, sister, daughter, friend, and more. I hadn’t even entered into purpose yet. But that day in 1996, I decided that I would follow the instructions given to me and that I would live ON PURPOSE, with intentionality in all of my actions to help others understand that they too have something to offer.

If you’re reading this book, I can assume that you’re seeking something different or better than where you are right now. Let me assure you, you CAN achieve it. As a wise mentor once said, “ Don’t get caught up in how you got where you are, but be able to focus on what you’ve learned along the way so that you move from surviving to thriving in life. Today I am a successful business owner, leading a corporation that gives me an opportunity to make money while doing good for my family and my community.

This book is meant for every individual who limits their potential or doesn’t appreciate the value of the gifts that are inside of them, or does not, believe in their full potential simply because of the things that they endured in life. If you
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want to be great, it simply means that you were going to make a decision to be exactly who you’ve been called to be. Greatness is in you . That purpose for which you exist will not only benefit you, but it will benefit your family and it can benefit the community around you. When you choose to give yourself permission to thrive, everything you do becomes about making life better for yourself and for others. I spent 20 years building, a nonprofit organization that earned millions year over year. The first 17 years felt like they were full of catastrophes and disappointments, but I kept going. The next six years after that were a perpetual season of “suddenly”, where my obstacles were being demolished by new and greater opportunities to bring light and life to my purpose.

All of this was because I gave myself permission to thrive. I gave myself permission to live beyond the definition and descriptions of me that I had adopted about myself for more than half a century. When I started believing who God said I was and stopped believing who family members and friends and ex-boyfriend and ex-husband and ex-friends and so- called friends Believed about me I was able to reimagine what it meant to be fearfully and wonderfully made. And no longer see myself as the little girl from the corner house with little food and no heat in the winter. I’ve abandoned the belief that I wasn’t worthy of greatness because of being a teen mom with only a high school education. If we are going to make the kind of impact that reaches generations, we must let go of the limiting beliefs and give ourselves permission to thrive. . I now see myself as a serial entrepreneur who has helped to launch nearly 100 businesses for other people, contributing my gifts to restore, families and communities. Giving myself permission to thrive, is not about conforming to who society says you are according to your circumstances, but rather living beyond the lessons in order to create a better future for yourself, your children, and your children’s children. Being
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able to dominate your life doesn’t necessarily mean that you’re going to be a multimillionaire although you can and I know I most certainly will. But being able to dominate in this life means being the overcomer that you were born to be, regardless of what you did not have as you were growing up. It is time to write down your life mission and make a commitment to walking that out on purpose with intentionality and a conviction that says my past only matters for the purpose of sharing it with someone else to help them avoid the pain and hardship that I endured as a result of poor decisions. Some of those decisions may have been your own but many of those decisions may have been from your parents or your grandparents, or someone that you hold near and deer to you. But it doesn’t matter, what matters is your commitment to loving yourself enough to permit yourself to move beyond surviving into a space and place that causes your life to bring glory to God and everything you say and do.




Purpose vs mission

As you embark upon your journey to fulfill your mission, it’s important to ensure sure you understand some fundamental things about this endeavor. First, let’s be clear that your Purpose is your WHY and your mission is your WHAT and HOW.

Identifying my mission was a complex journey, with lots of discovery. I must admit that understanding my purpose was equally perplexing. Until I understood what I was born to do, I couldn’t begin to comprehend what I would be doing and how I would do it.

In the early years of learning how to fulfill my mission, my work was fueled by passion. I didn’t mind not earning a salary for my volunteerism at church or at community events. I was content to receive a love offering for giving my gifts and
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talents away. I didn’t allow them to make room for me and build a legacy and provision for my family. I was too focused on my need to be accepted and valued, so the affirmations were the only thing I looked for to sustain my wounded soul. All the while, my children were forced to do without the safety and security of knowing there would always be a roof and a healthy meal at home.

Understanding my purpose and mission has brought me liberty. I know that it can do the same for you, IF you will allow it. Today, I choose who to work with, how to serve, and even how much to charge for my services because I appreciate the value of my gifts and talents. My prayer for you is that you will begin to recognize your value and activate it for the benefit of you and your family. It’s the overflow that comes from it that will allow you to be a blessing to others. Stop trying to pour from that empty cup and fill it up with the knowledge you need to walk in your overflow of joy, peace

and other
























	Commit to finishing the book.

	Use the Personal Reflection pages to answer these questions: 	What barriers do I see in my life that are familiar?

	How do these barriers hold me back?

	What changes will I make to liberate myself?



	Seek help or support where/when you recognize that you need it. This won’t be easy, but it will be worth it. This may include professional counseling, coaching, or mentorship. Whatever it is, love yourself enough to invest in getting help.
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