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Henry Allen (“Harry”) Ironside was born in Toronto, Ontario, in October of 1876, to parents who were active in the Plymouth Brethren Church.  His father, John, died of typhoid fever, at age 27, shortly before Harry was two years of age, and leaving him with only his mother and a three-weeks-old brother.  The family moved to Los Angeles, California, in 1886, but when they found no Sunday school for Harry to attend, he started his own at the age of 11.  It is reported that, when unable to find a willing teacher, Harry himself did the teaching, with an attendance averaging sixty children (and several adults) each week.

In 1888, evangelist D. L. Moody held crusade services in Los Angeles, which stirred the heart of young Ironside.  The following year, after hearing evangelist Donald Munro, Harry recognized that, though he was being raised by a Christian mother and had been teaching a Sunday school class, he was not “born again” with spiritual life.  After an evening in prayer (in 1890), at age 13, Harry received Christ as his Savior.

These details are being mentioned based on the focus of the three sermons / writings that I have selected for this book titled Three Gospel Messages: From John 1:11–13; 3:16 and 3:36.  A biographical sketch, written at Moody Church in 1940, states:

Harry, as he has always been known, although a religious boy, did not definitely accept Christ and come to the assurance of salvation until February 1890. It was then, to use his own words: “I rested on the Word of God and confessed Christ as my Saviour.  From that hour, the Word of God seemed to be like a burning fire in my bones and I gave my first public testimony in a Salvation Army ring three nights later.”

Harry Ironside became a beloved Canadian-American Bible teacher and preacher who wrote numerous books and pastored the Moody Church in Chicago from 1929 to 1948.  It is estimated that he had preached nearly 7,000 sermons to over 1.25 million listeners from 1916 to 1929, prior to accepting the call to pastor Moody Church, and he continued to be an itinerate preacher until his death in January of 1951.

The three gospel messages I have selected for this brief e-book were preached by H. A. Ironside and made available in writing, individually, prior to his pastoring the Moody Church.  In 1931, they were included among other messages in a book published by Moody Press (Chicago), titled “Charge That to My Account” and Other Gospel Messages.  In a “Prefatory Note,” Dr. Ironside wrote: “Because God has been pleased to set His seal of approval upon these simple gospel messages by using them in the awakening and salvation of sinners, they are now put out in book form in the earnest hope that many who read them may find joy and peace in believing.”

There are two primary reasons for providing the three gospel messages in this complimentary e-book (followed by several hymn-poems in Chapter 4).  First, I have a desire to reach people with the gospel message and invitation of salvation through Jesus Christ.  And second, I believe many Protestant and some Evangelical churches have strayed away from the focus of the gospel, in its profound simplicity and application, as presented in these messages and poems.  For example, some Protestant churches are leaning toward the false gospels of “universal salvation” and of “sacramental theology” and water “baptismal regeneration.”  I, myself, have provided books to refute such false teachings, as in my books titled:

Biblical Salvation: How You Can Be Saved for Eternity (a free e-book)

Christ, the “I Am”: 7 Statements of Christ—and What He Offers Us! 

Water Baptism and Spirit Baptism: As Taught in the Scriptures 

Confession and Communion: As Taught in the Scriptures 
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Furthermore, a growing number of “Evangelical” pastors and churches are embracing the distorted theology of “lordship salvation,” which applies the demanding teachings of “discipleship” as requirements in order for a person to be saved, with a focus on the person’s own behavior rather than on the finished work of Christ on the cross.  This distortion has its basis in “Reformed” theology, which reverses the process, as they teach that a person must first be regenerated by God before they can then be given the faith to believe in Christ. 

For more on such distorted teachings, please see my book titled Lordship Salvation: An Evangelical Perspective (for all sides to consider).  That book includes an appendix chapter with “Excerpts from The Gospel Awakening, by Dwight L. Moody,” to demonstrate how much the gospel has shifted away from what was proclaimed in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  This book with representative gospel sermons and writings by Harry Ironside will also demonstrate what the true biblical teaching is.  May God guide and bless you in reading and applying what is presented in these several chapters.
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In His grace and for His glory,

Rev. Kenneth P. Lenz, Ph.D.

November 2024

www.KenLenz.com
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1.  How to Become a Child of God​
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"He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

(John 1:11–13)
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How does a person become a Christian? The verses of the text, I believe, answer that question, and they do so first negatively and then positively. There are three ways indicated by which one cannot become a child of God, and only one way by which he can. Look at verse 13, "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man." 
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Not of Blood

Observe, it is not of blood. You may inherit a great many natural characteristics from your parents that people may admire; you may inherit tastes, features, and dispositions in some measure at least, but you cannot inherit the grace of God. It is just as true of the children of Christian parents, as it is of any other people born into this world, that they must be born again. 

I remember a few years ago my wife and I and our children were on our way West. We were passing through Colorado. My eldest son, who was just a little boy at the time, was fond of going through the train, playing that he was the news agent. He said, "Father, have you any tracts I could give out?" I had some, and so handed them to him. They sometimes stop me when I go through the train giving out tracts, but I thought they would not stop the little fellow. He handed everybody one of these gospel tracts, and soon most of the people were reading them. 

A little later, I was passing through the car and a lady occupying one of the sections stopped me, and said, "I beg your pardon, sir, but I think it was your child who gave me this tract, was it not?" "Yes," I said, "it was." "Won't you sit down a moment?" she asked. So I introduced my wife, and we sat down. "You cannot imagine," she said, "how pleased I am to know that there are other religious people on this train." "You are interested in these things?" I inquired. "Yes indeed," she said, "I have been religious all my life." "When were you born again?" I asked. "Oh," she replied, "my father was a class-leader, and an uncle and two brothers of mine are all clergymen." "That is very interesting," I said, "and may I ask again, have you been converted yourself?" "Why, you don't seem to understand; my father was a class-leader, and my uncle and two brothers are earnest clergymen." "But you don't expect to go to heaven hanging on their coat-tails, even if they are born again, do you? Have you been truly converted to God yourself?" I asked. "Not at all," she replied, "but I thought if I put it that way you would understand that religion runs in our family." "Religion may run in your family, but religion and Christianity are two very different things," I said. "There are a great many people who are intensely religious, but they are not saved. Our blessed Lord was speaking to a very religious man when he said, 'Ye must be born again.' " 

I had great difficulty getting that lady to see that salvation is not of blood. She could scarcely understand how a family such as hers needed regeneration. Perhaps you have rather prided yourself in the fact that you too came from a line of Christian progenitors, and have taken it for granted that because your parents were Christians, you are. "Which were born, not of blood" (v. 13).  You are not a Christian simply because you were born into a Christian family. 
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Not of the Will of the Flesh

Then we read, "Nor of the will of the flesh." What does that mean? It just means that you cannot make yourself a Christian by any self-determination. Suppose that you said to yourself, "I have made up my mind that from tonight on I am going to be a Christian," that would not make you one. It is very good to come to a decision like that, to come to the place where you make up your mind to become a Christian, but that will not make you a child of God. If I were born in some country where they have a hereditary monarchy, I might say, "I am tired of being just one of the commonalty; I have made up my mind that from now on I am going to be a member of the royal family." I might go to a tailor, show him a picture of a royal person, and say to him, "Now, dress me up like that." And I might begin to sign myself as a royal highness, or some other high-sounding title, but I would only be a fraud, for no man ever became a member of the royal family by the will of the flesh; he has to be born into the family. 

No one ever became a child of God by simply making up his mind that he would be a Christian. You could do that according to your own standards, if Jesus had never died on the cross. You could make up your mind that from a given time you would call yourself a child of God, try to live as a child of God should live, even though Jesus had never suffered and bled and died for your sins upon the tree. Why did He go to the cross, if simply by an act of your will, you could make yourself a Christian?

You have no more power to make yourself a Christian than I have to make myself the president of the
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