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Justice

In the tarot reading room, Alice spread the cards of the special deck on the shelf. She drew one and straightened the deck. She turned and left the room. She walked upstairs and into her room before Madeline led a client into the same room.

Alice could hear the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse as she sat down at her desk. She set the Justice card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She laid each card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took her notes without a care in the world.

She soon lost track of time knowing her roommates would do their share of the work for the family business. Eventually, she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down and stood up. She left her room to walk down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited until her aunt was ready for her.

The music stopped and Eliot came into the kitchen. He set the table and waited. While he waited, he slipped his arms around Alice’s waist. They held onto each other as Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house.

Madeline said, “Your happiness is contagious.” She didn’t turn to look at them. She just kept cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Justice.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is balance, a fair solution, a psyche in perspective, logic in life and deeds, impartiality, good advice, firmness of character, justice, union, law, marriage, contract, deserved punishment, art, couple, cause and effect, win-win solutions, or even the truth comes out.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is unfairness, falseness of character, prejudice, intolerance or abuse.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice slipped out of Eliot’s arms to get drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “I wonder what the card will be tomorrow. Judgement perhaps?”

Alice and Madeline laughed. The cats ran into the kitchen and ran right back out. The elves laughed. They ate in silence after that. Madeline finished and left the kitchen to deal with tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Then they went to the greenhouse to take care of orders that were displayed clearly on the big screen. He turned on music and set up the boxes with labels. He packed his part of the orders and made notes of which plants they would need for their back stock. She crafted her toiletry items.

Clients came and went. Still the young elves completed orders—big and small. Soon they were working on the back stock. When they were done, they cleaned the greenhouse. Klio and Klia talked with the neighborhood cats.

A client approached the greenhouse. Alice went to see what they wanted.

“A tarot reading would be great, but I think Madeline isn’t on duty at this time.”

Alice said, “I can give you a tarot reading now.”

The client smiled. “That would be great.”

Alice led them into the tarot reading room while Eliot dealt with the rest of the clients for the day.

The client said, “Just a general reading today.”

Alice nodded and shuffled the deck that was setting on the table. She drew three cards—Ace of Cups, Death and the Chariot. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are at a beginning of a new adventure. Perhaps a new relationship or even a new baby. If not your baby, then someone close to you is having a baby that will become a part of your life. This relationship will cause you to go through a transformation and then you’ll be able to move on with your life.”

The client blinked. “Wow, I wasn’t expecting that. Thank you. I’ll be back.”

Alice led them out and found the next client ready to go. She led them into the tarot reading room. She shuffled the cards as she waited.

The client sighed. “I’m caught between two choices and I’m not sure what to do.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Swords, 2 of Cups and the Fool. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are indeed caught between two choices. However, it appears you just need to choose whether you want a partner in your life at this time. If you do accept the partner, you will embark on a new journey that will be good for you both.”

The client nodded. “Is it romance or business?”

Alice said, “The cards don’t say and it could be one or other or even both. I think that’s something the two of you will discover on your adventure.”

The client smiled. “Very well. Thank you for such a good reading.”

Alice led them out and found another client ready for a reading. She led them into the tarot reading room. She shuffled the deck as she waited.

The client said, “I feel I’m waiting, but I don’t know what I’m waiting for.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—7 of Pentacles, 8 of Wands and 6 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “You are resting after some hard work. It’s hard to see what will happen next, but whatever it is, it’s coming fast. There will be swift changes that lead you to calmer and safer waters.”

The client blinked. “Oh, so my wait won’t be much longer.”

Alice shook her head. “No, things will happen fast now.”

The client smiled. “Thank you.”

Alice led the client out of the house and found another client ready for a reading. She led them into the tarot reading room.

The client said, “Eliot says you’re doing the readings now because Madeline is probably asleep.”

Alice nodded. “Yeah, I can give readings too and my aunt needs her rest.”

The client smiled. “That’s fine, she can have her rest. I heard you’re just as good as she is. I’m just curious about what will happen to me now.”

Hierophant, and Ace of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “Wow, I see a romance happening to you. One that will lead to marriage and a baby.”

The client gaped. “What? Romance for me? Well, it sounds good. I suppose I won’t turn it down when it happens.”

Alice smiled. “You’ll be happy with your partner and children that you will have with them.”

The client smiled and laughed. “That’s even better. Thank you. I needed some good news today. That tops it for me.”

Alice led them out of the house and found Eliot. “Eliot, are there any more clients today?”

Eliot checked the orders. “I don’t see any for crafting. And look, there’s a place for people to sign up for tarot readings now.”

They looked at the big screen together.

Alice smiled. “That’s a relief. I see it shows which reader you will get at which time too.”

He nodded. “I think Madeline did that so people wouldn’t get confused.”

“And probably to give me a warning.” She checked the schedule. “Oh, I see I will have clients tomorrow too.”

Mrs. Flowers, Adrian and Heath were at Mrs. Flowers’ house. They were planning a wedding and were just waiting for the Justice of the Peace to show up to finalize the plans.

Mrs. Flowers said, “Heath, I’m so glad you agreed to marry my daughter. I know she will be happy with you.”

Heath said, “It’s the least I can do after you took me in. I love Alice as much as the two of you do.”

Adrian smiled. “I’m sure this marriage will benefit my sister. She’s so helpless on her own. She does need someone to take care of her.”

Heath said, “I’d be happy to take care of her for the rest of her life. I will of course consult both of you as to her care.”

Mrs. Flowers smiled. “Good. I doubt that other boy would ever listen to Adrian or me about what Alice needs. They are a terrible couple, but Heath and Alice will be a great combination.”

The doorbell rang. Adrian went to get the door. He let the Justice of the Peace into the house.

Mrs. Flowers said, “Thank you for coming. We were just finalizing plans for my daughter’s upcoming wedding with Heath. So, you will be marrying them together.”

The Justice of the Peace nodded. “Of course. It’s what I do for a living. What are the names of the two people?”

Mrs. Flowers answered, “Heath Collins is the groom and Alice Flowers is the bride.”

The Justice of the Peace made notes and then stopped. “What was the bride’s name?”

Mrs. Flowers blinked. “It’s my daughter, Alice Flowers.”

The Justice of the Peace sighed. “That’s what I thought you said. I just married her to Eliot Rivers.” He checked his tablet. “They are still married and I’m sure they are still happy with each other.”

Mrs. Flowers stomped her foot as she sat on the couch. “That can’t be true! She didn’t invite us to the wedding.”

The Justice of the Peace said, “Well, it was a small wedding. There were only two witnesses—Madeline Austen and Zane.”

Adrian shook his head. Heath growled.

Mrs. Flowers said, “I can’t believe it! She’d dared get married without telling me or letting me be a part of it! That girl has lost her mind!”

The Justice of the Peace sighed. “Well, it is as I said. Here’s the license.” He showed everyone the license on his tablet computer.

Heath growled. Adrian fumed. Mrs. Flowers screamed.

The Justice of the Peace looked at each one and then put his tablet away inside his coat. “Well, I see that you don’t need my services. I can show myself out.” He turned slowly and went out the front door.

No one stopped him.
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