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This book is dedicated to those who encouragingly motivated my writing efforts and continue to do so. They are, Brothers Tim Yaeger of World Bible School, Michael Shank— author of Muscle and a Shovel, and Stephen Henry, a good friend and brother. God has directed their work in specific areas by His will and according to their skills. Thus, they are all tireless and unselfish in their efforts to spread the Word of God.  Without their inspiration, it’s doubtful my first three books would have been written, much less this book, Liberty in Christ: Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians. 
































The people have a right to the truth as they have a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

—Epictetus (Ancient Greek Philosopher)




Contents


		
				
		
				


Forward

Introduction

Greetings — Chapter One

One Gospel — Chapter Two

Called by God — Chapter Three

Defending the Gospel — Chapter Four

Return to the Law? — Chapter Five

Justified by Faith — Chapter Six

Bewitched — Chapter Seven

A Curse — Chapter Eight

The Changeless Promise — Chapter Nine

The Law’s Purpose — Chapter Ten

Sons & Heirs — Chapter Eleven

No Longer Slaves — Chapter Twelve

Paul’s Concerns — Chapter Thirteen

Two Covenants — Chapter Fourteen

Christian Liberty — Chapter Fifteen

Love Fulfills the Law — Chapter Sixteen

Led by the Spirit — Chapter Seventeen

Fruit of the Spirit — Chapter Eighteen

Caution! — Chapter Nineteen

Law of the Harvest — Chapter Twenty

New Creation — Chapter Twenty-One

Concluding Thoughts

Appendix 1 — Select Bibliography and Abbreviations

Appendix 2 — Bible Versions

Appendix 3 — Greek Grammar Helps

Appendix 4 — Conversions taught in Acts and Scripture

Resources and Acknowledgements

About the Author

The Joyful Letter

The Perfect Letter

Old Glory


		

	


		

	


Forward

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 ESV). 

The Greek word [for Do your best], spoudazō (Strong's1 4704), means to make effort, to be prompt, to do or give diligence, endeavor, labour, to study. In the case of Paul's second letter to Timothy this is not a mere suggestion, but an imperative command— something that must be done. As such, all efforts should be made to Rightly handle the word of Truth in all matters. A person who does this will have no need to be ashamed of what they speak or teach in any biblical matter. Paul states in Romans 1:16 that he is not ashamed of the Gospel. A person who rightly handles the word of Truth can boldly stand and speak as Paul did, for it is true that the word of Truth is the power of God. Now there are those who would misuse God's Word and twist His Word as Peter has told us in 2 Peter 3:16, but we see that Peter also tells us that there are those, it seems, who have not been diligent or made effort, those who are not studied.

In the grand scheme of worldly matters, I am no one special. In this world there is not much of anything that sets me apart from the next person that God has created, but one thing that I am able to bear witness to is that Brother Chaney has put in and continues to dedicate time and effort to biblical study. When you live with a person in a very closed environment you get to know a whole bunch about them, and you see the manner in which they live their life. I have personally witnessed hours upon hours of dedicated study devoted to God's word by Brother Chaney. From Scripture to Greek to points of theology, Brother Chaney has put in the time and effort to rightly handle the word of Truth.  I have had the honor of being present as he prepared lessons and sermons. I have seen and heard the methodical process he goes through to ensure that what he speaks is true to God's word. I have seen how, step by step, he has compared Scripture to Scripture to be sure that the context of what he teaches is the intended context of the Word of God. This is not an easy task, nor is it one that should be taken lightly. Brother Chaney approaches such a task with all diligence, caution, and reverence that is due to the powerful Word of Truth.

So, we set forth on a small Journey into the letter to the church at Galatia. A letter that tells us of Paul's calling, his dealing with the apostles, even his opposition to Peter. However, the main focus we can see in the letter is the power of Faith. We see that we should live by, have confidence in, and be justified by the biblical faith in Christ Jesus. We see that if we walk in the spirit then we will have true Liberty in Christ. I have no doubt that Brother Chaney will walk us through this letter in wisdom from above and in truth from the Word.


— Stephen Henry (2021)




Introduction

Americans love the concepts of Liberty and freedom. At least I do. Do you? Unfortunately, we often take them for granted. This statement implies a difference between the two notions. Yet, in the United States, we predictably think of both revered ideas in the same sense.

Liberty is the state of freedom within society, or free from oppressive restrictions imposed by authority on our way of life, behavior, or political views. In the United States, we shape our viewpoints expecting self-determination, and we know we have the independence to express our thoughts. In a broad sense, it includes the ability to do as one pleases and we often mistakenly use it as a synonym for freedom. Liberty means the absence of arbitrary restraints, except to consider the rights of others. In this sense, to exercise our civil liberties is subject to capability but within limitations. Therefore, it is the responsible use of freedom under the rule of law without depriving anyone else. 

Freedom, we find more comprehensive since it is the unrestrained ability to fulfill our desires. For example, a person can commit crimes, but all crimes adversely affect others. Even minor misdemeanors or speeding while driving a car affects others in diverse ways. A person can take the life of another, but not have the right to murder, as it deprives others of their God-given right to life. We must expect a little less freedom when considering the rights of others. If we violate that, then people must expect deprivation of their freedom, and restriction of certain rights, if convicted of criminal acts. 

Liberty, we find often used in slogans, such as Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. The French gave us the tripartite motto of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. Such expressions remind us of certain aspects of life that are precious to us. 

Throughout history, we have notable icons symbolizing our liberties and freedom. The Magna Carta is a royal charter of rights agreed to by King John of England on June 15, 1215. The Liberty Bell first rang on July 8, 1776, celebrating the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. The bell bears an inscription from the Old Testament, and it says to proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants (Leviticus 25:10). This engraving shows Biblical principles commonly used in founding our country. The Statue of Liberty is historically a symbol of freedom, dedicated on October 28, 1886, on Liberty Island in Upper New York Bay. After its dedication, the statue became an icon of independence, the United States, and to immigrants arriving by sea as a symbol of welcome.

Yes, liberty in the United States continues use as a synonym for freedom. The United States Declaration of Independence says all men have a natural right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. If you noticed the epigraph on the page after the dedication, we find those same principles borrowed from Epictetus, a first-century Greek philosopher. Although, this phrase is not altogether honest because of the initial exclusion of enslaved men. After the Civil War, the US amended the Constitution to extend rights defined by the Declaration of Independence and outlawed slavery. In 1920 civil rights extended to women. In the latter half of the 20th century, the courts expanded rights to prohibit government interference with personal choices. Today people often take the idea to extremes applying it to lifestyle choices, not understanding the adverse effects on society.

In modern politics, liberty takes on the formal definition noted above. Although those values are idyllic, yet in practice, varying groups want to restrict rights for those holding differing political views. Unfortunately, political rhetoric has risen to extreme rudeness and hatred, even sometimes so vitriolic it becomes life-altering. Yet, those who deliver politically venomous rhetoric, we unfortunately find spewing from so-called Christians. They excuse their actions by saying it is just political, justifying their language, at least to them. Is such behavior, OK? Are they the light of the world which Jesus talks about in the gospels?2 Does such language bring glory to our Father in heaven?

We must understand that not all agree on what liberty means, especially in the political arena today. Political liberals see equality as a necessary part of freedom. Progressives stress freedom from business monopoly as essential. Libertarians disagree and see economic freedom as best. The Tea Party movement sees the undefined big government as the enemy of our civil rights. Conservatives say a free man means not being subject to an arbitrary will or dominated by another.3 In philosophy, liberty involves free will as contrasted with determinism,4 or fate. More importantly, in theology, it is freedom from the effects of sin, spiritual servitude, or worldly ties. 

Machiavelli alleged, to enjoy individual liberty, we must be citizens of a self-determining civil association. Our method of government as a republic fits into this category. Yet, as government expands, we must notice that our personal freedoms diminish, and our rights are often under attack. Justice Alito agrees and says, “For many today, religious liberty is not a cherished freedom,” Justice Alito told the Federalist Society, the conservative legal group, in November 2020. “It pains me to say this, but, in certain quarters, religious liberty is fast becoming a disfavored right.”5

Zalman Rothchild in a statement published in the Cornell Law Review said, “The politicization of religious freedom has infiltrated every level of the federal judiciary.”6 This tells me that unfortunately, religious freedom is becoming politicized as a part of normalcy.

Liberty in Christ

You might ask, what do Liberty and Freedom have to do with Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians? A quick review of Galatians reveals the overall theme to the epistle as Liberty in Christ. This fact led to naming this book. In Galatians, we find three sections. Each fall into the overall theme:

The first theme of the three is highly personal. In the two opening chapters, Paul shows he is the apostle of liberty by proving his credentials as an apostle with a message from God. He clearly shows he is an apostle equal in authority and knowledge to the other apostles. He educates his readers and informs them freedoms and blessings come from God based on faith, not Mosaic Law.

The second section is doctrinal. In chapters 3 and 4, Paul defines the doctrine of liberty. And again, he shows justification is by faith working through love of God and not by works by the Old Testament Law. The Mosaic Law imprisons men and declares them guilty; faithful obedience and trust in Christ sets men free to enjoy Liberty in Christ.

The last section includes the final two chapters of the Galatian letter, namely chapters 5 and 6. It has an overall theme of exhortation. Paul lovingly encourages those having begun in the Spirit to walk by the Spirit. By this, he defines the life of Liberty in Christ. Paul also inspires them to bear the fruit of the Spirit, explaining their liberty is not a license to sin. Christians must understand their liberty means the freedom to produce the fruits of righteousness through a Spirit-led lifestyle.

The Galatians, who began their Christian lives by obedience in faith, seem content to accept a life based on works. Sadly, they are ready to employ works of the Mosaic Law, which is a course Paul finds disturbing. To counter this path to slavery, Paul presents an effective affirmation of living a life of Liberty in Christ.

Contents

The Galatians seem determined to leave their voyage of faith and chart a new course based on works that Paul finds disturbing. The Galatian epistle holds a vigorous attack against Judaizers and adherence to the Mosaic Law. Plus, it is a defense of the gospel of faith.

The epistles to the Galatians and Romans taken together form a complete proof of justification we cannot obtain meritoriously. Neither can we obtain it by works of morality, or rites and ceremonies, even though they are of divine appointment. Salvation is a gift, emanating entirely from the mercy of God to those who receive it by faithful obedience to Jesus our Lord and His gospel plan of salvation.

What verses do you think of when Galatians comes to mind? For me, they are 5:22-25 since they are some of my favorite Scriptures. Paul writes,

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25).

There are several points to be made about these passages. To walk by the Spirit means making decisions and choices based on the Word’s guidance (cf. Galatians 5:16-25), written by the apostles through the Helper promised by Jesus (cf. John 15:26-27). Obedience to the Word allows us to conquer sinful desires (cf. Galatians 5:17-18) and produces the fruit of the Spirit in the believer’s life (cf. Galatians 5:22-23).

We become Christians through the work of the Holy Spirit in baptism.7 He brings new life; even our faith to believe is a gift from God (cf. John 6:29). Through God’s Word, the Holy Spirit instructs, leads, and gives us power. Through the Word’s instruction, our bondage to evil desires ends, and He creates in us love, joy, peace, and other changes. By following the Word, the Holy Spirit produces His fruit in us. We can obey Christ by following the Gospel Plan of Salvation given by the Word, then abiding in His Word.8 By following the Gospel Plan of Salvation, including baptism, we can have the Holy Spirit within us.

The Galatian letter gives one of the most direct presentations of the gospel in the Bible. God justifies sinners, regardless of how sinful they have been, if they show a simple trust in Christ and obey His commands and yield to the gospel plan of salvation. This idea is the glory of God’s grace. It is grace: undeserved, matchless favor of salvation for the penitent. Salvation we receive by submission, and we can never earn it. Salvation is God’s gift to us, and it changes us, if we allow it. The last two chapters of Galatians make this clear. For those who unite with Christ, will immerse themselves into the Word of God, and the fruit of this union will blossom. We must heed the gospel plan of salvation to receive the indwelling by the Spirit. Only Christians can love God and love their neighbor.



Galatia

Galatia was the Roman Empire name for a province in the ancient highlands area of central Anatolia which is modern central Turkey. Roman Emperor Augustus (30 BC – AD 14) first established Galatia. 

Named after the Gauls from Thrace and found in southern Bulgaria and far west Turkey, Galatia lies along the north coast of the Aegean Sea. The Gauls settled here and became its ruling caste in the 3rd century BC. It’s called the Gallia of the East; Romans called its inhabitants Galli (Gauls or Celts). The people were an intermixture of Gauls and Greeks and named Gallo-Graeci, and the country Gallo-Graecia. Galatia became a Roman province in 25 BC.

Time & Place

Paul wrote the Galatian epistle to the churches planted in the southern part of Galatia during the first missionary journey by Paul and Barnabas (cf. Acts 13:1–14:28). He wrote to a group of churches and not to a single congregation. And this fact shows its uniqueness. Whatever date Paul penned the letter, the genuineness of this epistle is unquestioned, and its Pauline origin we find universally acknowledged.

Scholars say Paul penned the letter from his home church in Antioch in AD 49. If so, this makes it his first letter written. Although, a debate persists whether James or Galatians is the first published book of the New Testament. This timeline would mean Paul sent the Galatian letter sometime before the Jerusalem council of AD 50 (cf. Acts 15:1–31). 

Still, others say Paul wrote the epistle while in Corinth during his second missionary journey, happening after he rejoined Silas and Timothy in late AD 51 (cf. Acts 18:1-17). The visit to Jerusalem (cf. Galatians 2:1-10), was identical with that recorded in Acts 15, and noted as a past event. These scholars conclude the writing of the epistle took place after the council of Jerusalem. 

Finally, various scholars conclude that similarities of Galatians and Romans show them written in unison. If so, this would be in the winter of AD 57-58, during Paul's stay in Corinth (cf. Acts 20:2-3).

Purpose

Paul and Barnabas planted the Galatian churches on their first mission trip.9 These churches mostly included Gentiles (cf. Galatians 4:8) but also included Jewish converts. The Jewish converts under the influence of Judaizing teachers wanted to incorporate the rites of Judaism with Christianity. Their zeal helped them to succeed in convincing Galatian Christians to adopt their views.10 One of the primary purposes of the epistle is to counteract this Judaizing tendency.

During his second missionary journey Paul, accompanied by Silas and Timothy, again visited the region of Galatia. On this missionary trip, Paul became sick (cf. Galatians 4:13). The sickness resulted in a stay where Paul had a long time to preach the gospel to them. On his third journey, he traveled over the region of Galatia and Phrygia (Acts 18:23).

Again, Paul asserts his apostolic character and the doctrines he teaches. The Romans epistle shares the same subject as Galatians, which is the justification by faith of Christ. Importantly, in the Galatian epistle, Paul talks about the Scriptures system of faith, not simply intellectual assent. We will explore the details of the meaning of faith of Christ and how it relates to Liberty in Christ. Christians should understand Liberty in Christ means the freedom to obey the Bible and let the Holy Spirit produce the fruits of righteousness through a Spirit-led lifestyle.










Greetings — Chapter One

Lesson Text: Galatians 1:1-5

Scripture Reading: Acts 26:12-18 



Introduction

The first paragraph of a news article, called the lead, functions to pull in readers, get their attention, supply a summary of context, and convince them that the article is worth reading. It is a critical part of the article after the headline and various techniques exist to realize this goal. A Journalist’s training includes introducing and succinctly summarizing their articles in the first paragraph.

Paul uses the lead paragraph technique in his first few verses of Galatians. A quick review of his writing will show he is also good at using various literary techniques. In two of the first five verses of Galatians, Paul gives a summary of the entire letter. 

Paul begins the epistle and writes, 

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead) (Galatians 1:1). 

Notice in this verse that Paul summarizes the first two chapters and draws your attention to two major subjects? They are the divine mission and independent apostolic authority of Paul. Yes, the Judaizers denied this, but Paul proves the apostolic statement and divine mission in his narrative of the first two chapters. The testimony of the older apostles shows agreement with Paul. 

Also, the first two verses formulate the first section and serve as the keynote of the epistle. Importantly, by his remark about the resurrection of Christ in vs. 1, Paul introduced the subject that became the principal theme of the epistle. It is justification through the faith of Jesus Christ, rather than by the Law of Moses.

Continuing his letter summary, Paul writes, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father (vs. 4). This verse sets up chapters 3 and 4 of the epistle and the defense of grace through Christ.

The more I study the apostle Paul, his letters, and his writing style, the more I respect his scholarship. His writing confirms an elevated level of education. The Holy Spirit guided Paul but did not take away his personality or writing ability. This fact is never more evidenced than here in the first verses of the epistle to the Galatians where Paul opens the Galatian epistle and writes,

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead), and all the brethren who are with me,

To the churches of Galatia:

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen (Galatians 1:1-5).

Translations

Before we dive directly into the lesson, a little Greek housekeeping is in order. To show how a different version reads, here the ESV11 for the first verse says,

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead (Galatians 1:1 ESV).

In my personal Greek studies and practice translation exercises, the results usually align very closely with the ESV. The ESV is a reasonably accurate translation, and I consult it in all my studies— although, I love the NKJV, and it is the general Scripture reference in my writing. It conserves the same phrasing beauty of the original English KJV. 

I dislike liberties taken by most contemporary Bible versions, including the NLT and the AMP. Yet, for an occasional phrase it is also interesting to compare contemporary versions, and occasionally they help to understand a verse better, if and only if, the translation holds to the original language idea. Such is the case here as the NLT puts vs. 1,

This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of people or any human authority, but by Jesus Christ himself and by God the Father, who raised Jesus from the dead (Galatians 1:1 NLT).

The meaning of the NLT in this verse is easy to understand and it agrees with the idea presented by the original Greek. Such paraphrasing we call dynamic equivalent. Bill Mounce, a popular Greek scholar has this to say,

Let me first emphasize that all translations are to some degree “dynamic equivalent.” There are no “literal” translations. There are no non-interpretive translations. Everyone has to be dynamic in their translations, albeit different versions are more dynamic than others. All of us are trying to produce the equivalent meaning in English that is expressed in Greek. The debate is how dynamic we have to be to achieve that goal.12

It is important to say there are no true literal translations, because word for word translations make little sense in English. The key is to present the Greek idea as straight forward as possible and the ESV generally does this. Importantly, we must be careful about the liberal use of paraphrasing to present an idea.

Verses from varying English Bible versions help to explain the idea from the Greek text of the NA28. While preferring the NKJV and ESV, alternative versions presented herein assist in understanding Scripture.

Apostleship

In vs. 1, Paul opens the Galatian epistle by stressing his apostleship, while he did not use the same direct manner in his other letters. Yet Paul habitually included a statement about his apostleship, often choosing quite different wording. In Philippians, both Thessalonians epistles, and Philemon, he made no mention of being an apostle in his salutation. 

His other epistles include language less direct than Galatians but no less vital. Paul, called to be an apostle, as he writes in Romans and 1 Corinthians. He shows to be an apostle through God and His will in 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 Timothy. In 1 Timothy, Paul writes, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope. Then in Titus, he is a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. Like Philippians, in his letter to Philemon, he is a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 

As you can see, Paul is not shy about defending his apostleship, and for good reasons. He was taught directly through revelation by Christ, our Savior, and he was given miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit to show his teachings were truly from God.

There are scholars that say he might have been unknown to the Galatians and their Judaizing teachers. Possible? But not likely and the idea seems misguided, simply because the Christian community at the time of Galatians writing in the mid AD first century was still small. Paul was writing to the churches in Southern Galatia that he planted on his first missionary trip. Thus, it appears certain Jews were questioning his authority as an apostle. 

In letters to churches devoted to the gospel and its mission, Paul left out any mention of apostleship. By reading the Galatian epistle, it becomes clear, false teachers were leading the Galatians away from the truth and challenging his apostleship. The Judaizers said his teaching is contemptible with the Mosaic Law. They claimed it came from humans, while Peter's teaching came from the Anointed One. As such, here Paul makes a vigorous defense proper, by saying his apostleship is not from men nor through man.

Coffman says, 

This does not deny that human agency was involved in Paul's conversion, for he was baptized by Ananias (Acts 22:12).13 

Yes, Ananias the man, baptized him, but he was not the one who saved Paul and rescued him from error. Yet he did preach to Paul. 

Paul points out the true source of his apostle authority when he finishes vs. 1 and writes, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead. Coffman pointedly says, 

Furthermore, the commission itself had first of all been uttered by Christ, not by Ananias.14

Make no mistake, it was Christ who gave Paul the astounding call on the road to Damascus (cf. Acts 9:1-9). Just as Peter and John along with their brothers, Jesus personally called Paul. So, there would be no confusion about Paul’s salvation, Luke recounts Paul’s path to conversion in three separate chapters of Acts.15 He expounds on Jesus’ appearance on the road to Damascus while appealing to Agrippa. Luke records,

“While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me. And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me’ (Acts 26:12-18). 

In reviewing Paul’s conversion process recorded in Acts, clearly his appointment took place by Christ’s divine intervention. God’s power shows in Paul’s conversion and the extraordinary sequence of events. Remember the Savior had ascended to heaven. As such it would be inconceivable for another apostle appointment like the twelve. The Holy Spirit guided the twelve, and Christ sat at the right hand of God in heaven. The twelve administered the church for years with help from the Holy Spirit. But Christ appeared to Paul for the purpose of making another apostle and a witness. 

This divine intervention gives Paul and his ministry extreme authority with an exceptional character. No wonder Paul shows his humility over and over in his writings and in the first Corinthian letter he writes,

Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.

For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me (1 Corinthians 15:8-10).

Paul’s choice as an apostle came unexpectedly, and this fact could have led to the Judaizers teaching. Paul is undaunted and responds humbly yet directly. The above Corinthian verses shows how humbled Paul felt. Yet the conversion was glorious and exalting, especially considering Paul’s persecution of the church. His conversion richly displays the divine mercy and the transforming power of God’s grace. 

In Acts 26, Luke records, the commission that Jesus gave Paul. Notice that Jesus tells Paul to do as He told the other Apostles in the great commission (cf. Matthew 28:19). However, Paul’s mission is to preach to the Gentiles. Once baptized, Paul knew no bounds to spread the gospel. In that regard, he more than outdistanced the twelve— as he says, my struggle was greater than theirs (1 Corinthian 15:10). Yet, he does not press that point and is content to be equal with them. The important thing for Paul was to defend the gospel. By doing so, he also defended his teaching. He did not try to prove himself superior to the other apostles. Paul’s commission came from Christ just as the twelve, which made them equal.

Paul’s commission by Christ was genuine, opposed to the false teachers who were instructing the Galatians. His defense encompassed rejection that his appointment to the apostleship came by the twelve, like Matthias (cf. Acts 1:20-26). Coffman writes,

He seems to have Peter and James in his eye, whom alone he saw at his first coming to Jerusalem after his conversion and denies that he was appointed an apostle by them.16

In Ephesians, Paul writes,

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God (Ephesians 1:1).

Unfortunately, far too many people do not understand vs. 1 of our lesson text and Paul’s apostolic defense. I don’t mean to judge; however, R. T. Stamm in The Interpreter’s Bible incorrectly presumes, and writes,

Paul's commission came neither from a human source nor through man, but directly from and through God... Paul's gospel rested on his personal relationship with God through Christ, and he was working it out in his own creative way.17

What did he say? Paul was working out the gospel! Not only did Mr. Stamm say Paul “was working it18 out,” further he stated “he [Paul] was doing so in his own creative way.” Does the gospel belong to Paul? Did Paul develop the gospel through an evolving thought process? Not according to Scriptures. Paul writes, 

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11-12).

Mr. Stamm’s statement about Paul working the gospel out in his own creative way is in direct opposition to the above verses. Paul’s gospel did not evolve, no matter what Mr. Stamm concludes. According to Scriptures, the gospel revelation came directly from Jesus Christ to Paul. Did you notice, by his statement, Stamm establishes an immediate conflict in Scripture. Any evolution from mankind would violate a direct Scripture premise, which is something we must avoid. Coffman says, 

Such a view would make Paul, not Christ, the author of Christianity, a proposition that Paul vehemently denied. Paul “received” a body of truth from the Lord Jesus Christ; and the gospel he preached is not anything that Paul “worked out” for himself. Not going beyond the things which were written (1 Corinthians 4:6) was a caution which Paul faithfully honored.19 

The gospel that Paul preached was no different than the gospel preached by the twelve. It was critical to let the Galatians know his source of apostleship and gospel message, because they needed to learn the significance of death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. The gospel, when properly understood, would end any thought of turning to legalism.

Brethren and Churches

Our next vs. in the lesson text reads,

And all the brethren who are with me, to the churches of Galatia (Galatians 1:2).

Paul continues his greeting by including the brethren that are traveling with him. Paul is not alone in teaching that salvation comes from God's grace instead of from works of the Law. This view continued to be the belief of the church, and conclusively, was the teaching of the Lord (cf. Galatians 1:11-12, shown above). Paul was not out of step with the Galatians; the Galatians were out of step with all the rest. Did Paul discuss the Galatian churches with all the brethren with him? Did they concur with Paul? Does it mean he did not either? Paul simply used the custom of greeting of the time. Coffman says,

It is pointless to speculate on the identity of these “brethren.” We simply do not know.20 

To the Churches of Galatia— It is unlikely that these churches were in central Asia Minor usually marked Galatia on Bible maps. Scripture does not describe any journeys by Paul into that area. It refers to the southern part of the region. This area includes the cities of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia (cf. Acts 13:14 - 14:23). Some maps mark this southern area as Lycaonia. Yet, the political boundaries shown on Roman maps included this area with that of the north. They called this area Galatia.

Churches here refer to local independent congregations that belong to the church universal. Importantly, in the New Testament, the word church has only two meanings: 1) the whole church or the church universal under Christ as the head, and 2) a particular local congregation. To use it in any other way is not according to Scripture. Unfortunately, today church is used in two added senses: 1) a denomination (Presbyterian, Pentecostal, etc.); or 2) a church building. After all, all of us have used similar terms to ask, “Where do you go to church?” Or “let’s get ready for church.” Such use is common for our society today. 

However, to restore the church, we must use the Bible as a guide and not add to or leave anything out. I know this is such a trivial matter to some, but we must ask ourselves, how crucial is Scripture to me? Do we regard Scripture as the Word of God? Then why add to it, or take away from it?

I think it is remarkable that Paul did not address the churches of Galatia as churches of God, or Christ, as was his custom. He called the problematic Corinthians in both letters the church of God.21 He was much more kind to the Romans whom he called beloved of God, called to be saints (Romans 1:7). He tenderly calls the Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians saints. In both the Thessalonian letters, he calls them the church… in God. Of the epistles written to churches, only the Galatians letter does not have an eminence designation with God or Christ. Everything Paul writes is with purpose and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Grace & Peace

Our next verses in the lesson text reads,

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:3)

We must note, vs. 3 forms a sentence distinct from the address of the first two verses. Paul goes from writing using a direct manner to one of tenderness when he writes vs. 3. We must note Paul includes the literary tool called bookends (begins and ends) in each of the thirteen letters with a note of grace. 

The titles that Paul uses in this verse are significant. He speaks of the Father when he is discussing the unique relationship between God and Jesus. We know that Jesus used my Father and our Father often as recorded in the gospels. Paul also often uses the personal sentiment calling God our Father in his epistles.22

The salutation of grace and peace combines the Greek charis23 and the Hebrew shalom.24 They infuse into a deep Christian meaning. Schaff succinctly says,

‘Grace’ comprehends the fulness of the gospel blessing, ‘peace’ the fulness of our personal enjoyment of it and happiness resulting from it.25

Grace to you is a prayer that the favor of God may be present with them. Even though this is customary with Paul’s writings, it is not a trivial greeting. Paul is sincere and tender as he writes since it is an expression of kindness to the Christians he was writing. Paul prays that God would regard them with favor and compassion. 

Peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, shows reconciliation and harmony with God. The best definition of peace is the well-being of the soul. Christians have inner peace because their peace comes from God through the sacrifice of Christ. We cannot overstate the importance of this idea and it certainly solves the Galatian problem of legalism. The mission of Christ is to bring peace among men. Paul wrote,

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7).

Only Christians understand that harmony and union with God bring a sense of peace with quietness of mind. And this happens regardless of the trials and disappointment of our culture. John writes,

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 14:27).

Notice the peace and quietness of His soul Jesus imparts to His disciples. This peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ lifts the disciples above the trials they faced. It enables them to abide in all the promises of God. This same peace is available to each Christian. It takes an honest trust in our Lord and a faithful walk in the newness of life by obedience to the Word of God. 

Deliverance

Our next lesson text reads,

Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father (Galatians 1:4).

Our Bibles hold the testimony of the apostles, and it was the testimony of knowledge. It is the direct knowledge of the teaching of Christ. In vs. 4 of our lesson, Paul said that Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father (Galatians 1:4).

Peter writes, 

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed (1 Peter 2:24).

Paul also writes,

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).

Scripture is clear, Jesus carried our sins to the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. To revert to the legalist view is to deny that Jesus succeeded in His mission on the cross. If Jesus paid for our sins, we cannot. There is nothing we can do to earn redemption. Jesus already paid for our sins when he made His sacrifice on the cross. Paul writes later in Galatians, 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse (Galatians 3:10).

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (Galatians 3:13).

Jesus did not fail when he paid for our sins, so we cannot do it ourselves by following the Law. Paul emphasized His sacrifice to contrast the source of redemption with the false premise of Judaizers.

The phrase written by Paul in vs. 4, that He might deliver us from this present evil age suggest rescue from a state of helplessness. The Greek term deliver is exelētai.26  It takes on the idea of tear-away, deliver, or rescue. Scriptures show many instances of deliverance by God and make an excellent study. We must remember, being saved is not an automatic consequence of the cross. The sacrifice by Jesus provides the possibility of deliverance for every person. But it is conditional as the Bible requires obedience and submission to the gospel plan of salvation. 

The present age, spoken of by Paul, we find dominated by the influence of Satan. While this is true today, the AD first century had an exceptional sense of an evil age. The defeat of Satan’s efforts in the first century served to glorify God and the New Testament records these events. Since we have the New Testament now, there is no need for Satan to have the same powers he enjoyed in the first century. Also, the Roman empire brought about the culmination of centuries turning away from God by mankind who preferred to walk in darkness. The Jews spoke of two independent ages. The first, characterized by evil, includes the age in which they lived. The second would be known for righteousness and ushered in Christ. Paul is pointing out that the Messiah has come, and the rescue carried out. 

Paul then writes, according to the will of our God and Father. Christ came to deliver us from sin, thereby delivering us from evil, which is the will of God. This reminds me of the most quoted Bible verse, John writes,

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).

Peter writes,

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

Scripture is clear and states, God does not want anyone to perish. He wants every person to repent and submit to His gift of salvation. The gospel plan of salvation is a process given by God the Father. 

Conclusion

Our final verse in the epistle’s first greeting reads,

To whom be glory forever and ever. Amen (Galatians 1:5).

Paul only gives glory to God, not himself. Here Paul shrouds the word glory with an imagery of light. It pictures God as clothed in radiance, splendor, and magnificence. Glory belongs only to God. Paul clearly explains that honor and praise did not belong to him (cf. Galatians 1:10, 24), nor to the church leaders in Jerusalem (cf. Galatians 2:6), nor to the false teachers (cf. Galatians 4:17). The glory only belongs to God through Christ (cf. Galatians 6:14)! The Psalms writer says, the heavens declare the glory of God (Psalms 19:1). Look at what John writes,

And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” (Revelation 5:13).

These verses tell us something important. The function of all creation is to glorify God. It is true of the universe, angels (cf. Luke 2:14), and all forms of life.

Authority comes from leading by example. This is the authority the apostle Paul commanded. Paul had humbled himself before Christ Jesus and obeyed him in all things. Because he did this, Jesus grants authority and, as such, receives respect as an apostle. 

In the Galatian letter, we find Paul answering authority challenged by Judaizing teachers. They implied he was not one of the twelve chosen by Jesus. Paul knows better. His humble and giving life as a preacher has shown the Judaizing teachers wrong.

Paul defended his apostleship by showing it came from God through Christ. He continues by giving the purpose of the sacrifice of Jesus by writing, who gave Himself for our sins. Then he tells us the results of that sacrifice, which is deliverance from this present evil age. For us to experience deliverance and liberty in Christ, we must submit to the gospel plan of salvation. Scripture gives us the steps that we must obey, or acquiesce, and the following chart shows some of the verses which taken together teach the full Gospel plan of Salvation.




		
				
Gospel Plan of Salvation


		

		
				
1.


				
Hear the Word




				
Acts 2:37; Romans 10:17


		

		
				
2.


				
Believe the Word


				
Mark 1:15, 16:15–16; Romans 10:11, 14; Hebrews 11:6


		

		
				
3.


				
Repent of our sins


				
Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; 17:30; 26:20


		

		
				
4.


				
Confess Jesus as son of God


				
Acts 8:36–38; Matthew 10:32–33; Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9


		

		
				
5.


				
Submit to baptism


				
Acts 2:38; 10:48; Mark 16:15–16; 1 Peter 3:20–21; John 3:3, 5; Titus 3:5; Luke 7:30; Romans 6:3–5; Galatians 3:27; 1 John 5:6, 8


		

		
				
6.


				
Remain faithful


				
Acts 11:23; Romans 11:17–22; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 2:10; James 5:19–20


		

	



Paul wishes the Galatians grace and peace. We can accept God’s grace and his gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. It is our choice and with this choice we can receive the true peace of Christ Jesus.






One Gospel — Chapter Two

Lesson Text: Galatians 1:6-10

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 4:6

Introduction

Thaumazō! [27] Huh? Howard, what is that word? So, what does it mean? Oh, it has meaning, and I know it sounds like nonsense, doesn’t it? Ok, I understand. To be frank, I love the delightful and colorful term. The word was magnetic to me and reading it the first time the dynamic word attracted my full attention. It makes me remember the lesson when it became a part of my Greek vocabulary years ago. So much so the word became unforgettable for me. Enough Howard, what does it mean? Used here, in this case this magical word is an exclamation of surprise. The meaning? I am amazed, carrying a full range of emotions. Paul's language in this verse is full of astonishment, disbelief, and even a little anger. This superlative language departs from his usual calm, philosophical, yet instructive manner. 

Paul has just given the shortest and least complimentary of any of his introductory greetings in vss. 1-5. Now, in vs. 6, the very first word is Thaumazō! Or, I am amazed, I marvel, I wonder, or I am astonished that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel! This verse reminds me of a parent scolding a child for his shocking behavior. By a sharp and sudden Thaumazō, he shows his surprise, which includes both anger and sorrow. Paul is expressing his surprise at the Galatian Christians and their decline into false doctrine. This surprise encompasses the censure and chagrin of the Galatians. Rebuke is a part of his shock and clearly, their rejection of the true gospel had happened in a short time.

In most of his other epistles, Paul begins in a spirit of Christian courtesy and love, showing thanksgiving and encouragement. It allows him to win over the affections and secure the respectful attention of his readers. Here he begins with an indignant expression of his painful surprise at the speedy apostasy of his spiritual children. He protests against every perversion of the gospel of Christ. Paul's deep emotion is more of sorrow than of anger— yet his anger here is a part of the emotion he shows. He chastises them to restore them to their former position, and he does it out of love. The contrast of disapproving language along with the love he makes apparent to his readers, renders Paul’s rebuke more severe.

Thus in vs. 1, Paul starts our lesson text of Galatians 1:6-10. As you will see, these verses contain vital principles.

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him
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