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Grandparents are there to help the child get into mischief they haven’t thought of yet.


GENE PERRET


INTRODUCTION

Ah, the joys of being a grandparent! You know already that your rose-tinted dreams of growing old gracefully and spending quality time in a comfy chair by the fire are history now, because all your spare hours are devoted to a small, sticky person, who is too irresistible – and just too damn noisy – to ignore. But who is going to teach you how to operate the over-complicated travel system, or help solve that perennial problem of how to change a loaded nappy with just one wet wipe? Because, let’s be honest, things aren’t what they used to be.

But don’t panic! Help is at hand in the form of this little instruction book, which will guide you safely through the pitfalls and pleasures of being a grandparent and, most importantly, teach you how to keep up with the little blighters. Enjoy!


INSTRUCTION NO.1

FROM NOW ON YOU WILL BE YOUR GRANDCHILD’S BIGGEST FAN.
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INSTRUCTION NO.2

WEAR STAIN-RESISTANT CLOTHING AT ALL TIMES.
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INSTRUCTION NO.3

ALWAYS BLAME YOUR FARTS ON YOUR GRANDCHILD.
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INSTRUCTION NO.4

TAKE TO CALLING ANYONE YOUNGER THAN YOU “DEAR” OR “LOVE” SO YOU DON’T NEED TO WORRY ABOUT REMEMBERING ALL THOSE NAMES. IT’S EITHER THAT OR MAKING EVERYONE WEAR NAME BADGES.
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INSTRUCTION NO.5

YOU MUST ALWAYS BE IN POSSESSION OF A LARGE NUMBER OF SWEETS. MAKE SURE YOU NEVER RUN OUT BY STUFFING EVERY AVAILABLE RECEPTACLE WITH CANDY.
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INSTRUCTION NO.6

BEING ABLE TO BLAME YOUR “BAD BACK” WILL GET YOU OUT OF MANY A TRICKY SITUATION.
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