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Introduction

Arguably the most famous tank of World War II, Germany’s Tiger I tank has been one of the most popular subjects of modellers for many years. Developed as a breakthrough weapon, combining thick armour and a lethal 88mm gun, the Tiger I became a feared adversary for the Allies who faced it in North Africa, Italy and on both the Eastern and Western fronts. The Tiger’s production run went from July 1942 to August 1944, with 1,354 vehicles completed. Many improvements and modifications took place over that two-year period, including upgrades to the engine, turret and running gear. Stages of the Tiger’s development have been categorized as ‘initial’, ‘early’, ‘mid’, ‘late’ and ‘final’, but there were numerous overlaps in factory-produced features that make some vehicles difficult to label.

Modelling the Tiger I came into vogue in the early 1970s when Tamiya produced a kit in their new line of 1/35-scale military miniatures, following soon after with a 1/25-scale version with an interior. In the early 1990s Tamiya produced a retooled 1/35-scale kit of a late-production Tiger I that was a quantum leap ahead of the previous offerings with regard to accuracy and detail. Earlier versions of the vehicle were also released after this, and a flood of aftermarket products followed allowing modellers to create very detailed versions of the tank. Academy and AFV Club later released Tiger I kits, with the Academy one featuring an interior. Tamiya’s 1/16-scale remote-controlled Tiger I, released in 2000, was an expensive but amazing feat of engineering, which included movement in all directions, a swivelling turret, gun recoil and engine, machine-gun and main gun sounds. Dragon Models Ltd raised the bar in 1/35-scale kits with their release of the initial- and late-production Tiger I in 2005, as well as making a limited production run of their DAK Tiger I through their web sales outlet, Cyber-Hobby. Tamiya and Skybow have since released 1/48-scale kits of the Tiger I. The aftermarket companies have followed with etched-metal and resin detail sets to enhance the finished kits.

This book showcases the work of different authors constructing six different Tiger I models, using a varied approach to each build. Although Dragon kits have been used for each of the 1/35-scale builds, the details and modelling methods shown can be applied to any of the current kits available from other manufacturers. The authors have shown many modifications and techniques during the construction of the kits that range from early to late variants of the Tiger I. The models have been upgraded from the basic kits with many aftermarket items to show the reader the types of products available and how they are applied. These methods, along with some recommended research material, will help the reader complete accurate and detailed models of the Tiger I.


‘121’, s.Pz.Abt.501, Tunisia 1943 (1/35 scale)
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Introduction

Some of the more interesting versions of the early Tiger I were the ones issued to schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501, which arrived in Tunisia at the beginning of December 1942. Their vehicles had unique headlight mounts, spare track stowage, fenders and rear mudflaps. One of the vehicles photographed during this period was No. 121, which was eventually put out of action on 1 January 1943 near Kairouan. There are very good pictures of this vehicle in both Thomas Jentz’s Tigers at the Front (Schiffer Publishing, 2001) and Wolfgang Schneider’s Tigers in Combat (Fedorowicz Publishing, 1994).

Construction

Over the past few years Dragon Models Ltd (DML) has started releasing limited-edition kits through their own online hobby shop called Cyber-Hobby, including the Tiger I Initial DAK (6286). Out of the box this kit has all the required components to make one of three well-known Tunisian Tiger Is – vehicles 112, 141 and 142. It also comes with numerous photo-etch parts, an aluminium barrel, brass rounds and individual link tracks called ‘Magic Tracks’. These tracks are individually packed and ready to assemble, aside from some minor raised ejector-pin marks. While the photo-etch provided in the Cyber-Hobby kit is quite well done I chose to use parts from Aber’s excellent set for DML’s Initial Tiger I (6252) along with their multi-piece aluminium and brass barrel.
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Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 began to arrived in Tunisia with their Tiger Is from December 1942
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The radiator and fuel tanks once painted and weathered fill the area under the grilles nicely.
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Care was taken to ensure a proper fit between the upper and lower hulls.

I started construction of the model by cleaning up the roadwheels. After removing them from the sprue and removing the connection points I ran a file perpendicularly across the rubber portion of the wheel. This roughens up the surface and provides some nicks and gouges, which gives the wheels a used and worn look.

The next area I tackled was the partial interior provided in the kit, which consists of the radiator fans and fuel tanks. The fan assembly housing was painted with Vallejo Dark Blue-Grey (904) and the fuel tanks were painted with Floquil Oxide Red enamel. They were given a black-brown wash of oil paints and some fuel stains were made with thinned Tamiya Smoke (X-19). With the interior parts completed the upper and lower hull were glued together. I used some small hobby clamps and Tamiya masking tape to ensure a tight fit between the two and then applied Tamiya’s super thin cement.

My attention now turned to the comprehensive etched set for the Tiger I by Aber. I chose to use the front and rear fenders, etched grilles, tool clasps, headlight mounts and smoke discharger parts. I found it helpful to make a small fixture to support the smoke-discharger bracket assembly while I attached the wiring and small chains to the rear of the tube bases.
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An ordinary kitchen cutting board provides an excellent surface for removing the photo-etch pieces from their carrier frame.
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Historex’s hexagonal punch and die set was used to make the bolt heads on the side fenders.
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Early Tiger Is in Tunisia had extended rear mudflaps so these and the side fenders were scratch built from thin copper sheet.

Two of the unique features of the Tunisian Tigers were the side mudguards and rear mudflap side extensions. On these vehicles the side fenders were made from a small angle attached to the top edge of a flat sheet with a small folded edge along the bottom. Rather than purchase an aftermarket etched set for these parts I decided to make them myself from thin copper sheet. I taped a piece of the copper sheet to my drafting table and, using the sliding ruler, marked out four sets of fenders and the small angle attached to the edge. This would give me two extra sets to work with in the event I wasn’t happy with all the pieces made from the first two. Rather than use a pencil to mark out the shapes on the copper sheet I used a small pin mounted in an X-Acto knife handle. The advantages to this are that the lines are easy to see and they cannot get wiped off. It also helps when the pieces need to have bends applied. Once all the parts were marked out they were cut from the sheet with a sharp No. 11 blade. The small angles were formed into their required shape and the flat portion of the fender had its bottom edge folded over. To ensure a secure joint between the fender and the small angle I decided to solder the two parts together. Both parts were individually tinned then clamped together with some small copper clips and heat was applied to both. The advantage to pre-tinning the parts is that you can make sure the two parts are lined up properly before soldering. To get a single curved edge around the rear mudflap extensions, the copper sheet was burnished over a piece of 0.75mm-thick styrene with a rounded corner. Before gluing the soldered side fenders onto the kit each piece was cleaned with lacquer thinner, which removed any flux residue left over from the soldering process. This is important to ensure a good bond, as the cyanoacrylate glue used to attach the fenders to the model will not adhere properly otherwise. The bolt heads for the fenders were made using a Historex hexagonal punch and die set and 0.25mm-thick styrene.

Using the same copper sheet I also made the four small mounting brackets that attached each Feifel air cleaner to the rear hull plate. As all four appeared to be the same I created a small jig that allowed me to form eight identical brackets. The two upper brackets mounted vertically were glued to the air cleaner housing and the lower two horizontally mounted ones were attached to the rear hull plate which allowed me to get a proper fit of the air cleaner. In the photos of ‘121’ I could see that one of the air cleaner hoses was missing from the left air cleaner, so I enlarged the hole in the bottom mounting flange and added the four holes for the missing bolts. I also replaced the thicker kit parts for the hose mounting brackets on the engine deck with parts made from styrene.
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A small fixture was made to aid assembling the delicate etched smoke candle dischargers.
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Up until June 1943 smoke candle dischargers were mounted on the turret sides.
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The completed side fenders were cleaned with a lacquer-based thinner to remove any flux residue before gluing to the hull. This ensures a good bond.
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Using sheet styrene a small jig was made to allow multiple Feifel air cleaner mounting brackets to easily be made.

[image: images]

I made the small retaining chains on the air cleaners by cutting a small strip of copper and then twisting it.
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Brass wire was used to replace the kit’s overly thick plastic handles.
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Instead of using the kit’s ‘Magic Tracks’, WWII Productions resin tracks were used since they have open guide horns and don’t require gluing.
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The hull machine-gun cover supplied had its shape reworked with epoxy putty. It was then mounted over the right-hand track link on the turret side.
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Voyager’s Barrel Cleaning Rod set (ME-A054) for the Tiger I, which includes tow cables, was used minus the brass tow cable wire.
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Aber’s engine deck screens have a woven mesh appearance.
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Tiger Is in Tunisia had unique exhaust guards, which are included in the Cyber-Hobby kit.
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Armed with the powerful 8.8cm KwK 36 L/56, the Tiger I was a potent adversary.
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Karaya brass cables replaced both the tow and track cables supplied in the Voyager’s Barrel Cleaning Rod (ME-A054) aftermarket set.
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Vallejo Khaki Brown (024) was applied as the basecoat along with Green Brown (030) as the ‘Tropen’ camouflage.

The last area to be tackled was the tracks. I decided to use aftermarket tracks manufactured by WWII Productions out of Australia. These are well-detailed resin track links that require minimal clean-up and simply snap together. The two runs of track were completed in about an hour’s time.

Painting and weathering

I started by first painting the model with Floquil’s Grey Primer, which is an enamel paint and adheres well to both plastic and metal. The model was then lightly pre-shaded using a black-brown colour made by mixing Tamiya’s Flat Black (XF-1) and Flat Earth (XF-52). I heavily applied this around the lower hull panel lines. The application of the vehicle’s ‘Tropen’ scheme camouflage was next. After studying the photos of the rebuilt Tiger I at the The Tank Museum, Bovington, UK, and discussing the colours with fellow modelling colleagues I decided to use Vallejo’s Model Air paints, specifically Khaki Brown (024) and Green Brown (030). As the ‘Tropen’ scheme consisted of a somewhat specific ratio of paint colours, care was taken during this part of the painting process to ensure I achieved a 2:1 colour ratio.

Both the turret numbers and the Balkenkreuz were applied by using dry transfers from the Archer fine transfer range. These are simply burnished onto the model when there is still a clean surface and then sealed with some clear varnish.

The model was then given a wash using a mixture of black and raw umber oil paints. I prefer to not use an all-over wash as this can significantly alter the base colours. Instead only the lower hull and panel lines received the wash. Once this was dry I airbrushed Tamiya Buff (XF-57) and Flat Earth (XF-52), heavily thinned with isopropyl alcohol, in varying intensities around the lower hull, roadwheels and around objects on the upper hull and glacis. Another light application of dust was created using Humbrol Dark Stone (187) lightly drybrushed around the top edges of the vertical plates of the hull and on the top surface of the barrel. Before this paint was fully dry I used mineral spirits to pull it down to create an impression of rain-streaked dust. To add a bit of colour the headlight bases on the upper hull and the flange on the Feifel air cleaner missing the hose were painted
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