
  Glossary of Terms


  Behn: A commonly used transliteration for the Hindi term bahan, or sister.


  Bhoodan: “Land gift” movement. The aim of the movement was total social reform through the revolutionary redistribution of land and wealth.


  Constructive Program: Gandhi basically saw the Constructive Program as an alternative to Congress participation in a nationalist struggle that privileged the contesting of state power in and through British colonial institutions. He called for Congress to go out and work in India’s rural villages, and envisioned revived village economies as the backbone of an independent Indian nation.


  Dalit: A term of self-reference often used by members of historically stigmatized and marginalized low-caste/outcaste—or “untouchable”—groups in India. Dalits in Uttarakhand also refer to themselves as Harijans. Members of higher castes in this region usually refer to this group as Harijans.


  D[image: image]d[image: image]: Elder sister; also transliterated as didi.


  Freedom Fighter: An active participant in the anticolonial struggle for Indian independence.


  GAD: Gender and Development.


  Gram Swaraj (Gr[image: image]m Swar[image: image]jy): In Gandhi’s thought, village self-reliance.


  Harijan: Members of historically stigmatized and marginalized low-caste/outcaste groups in Uttarakhand often refer to themselves as Harijans. Members of higher castes in this region usually refer to this group as Harijans. Elsewhere in India, the term Dalit is more common, and “untouchable” is sometimes used.


  IT: Information Technology.


  -ji (-j[image: image]): An honorific suffix, as in Gandhiji or Mummieji.


  Khadi: Homegrown silk, cotton, or woolen thread or yarn that is hand-spun, then handwoven into cloth. Gandhi planned for khadi to displace big, mechanized textile mills and their centralized wealth, and provide decentralized employment for poor and rural Indians.


  Laghu Udyog: Small-scale industry/labor.


  Lakshmi Ashrams Venner: Friends of Lakshmi Ashram; a Danish organization that collects foreign funds for ashram programs.


  Mantr[image: image]: Minister.


  NGO: Nongovernmental Organization.


  Niyam: Rules.


  Pahari (Pah[image: image]R[image: image]): “Of the hills” in several Pahari—or hill—languages throughout Himalayan India and Pakistan.


  Philm[image: image]: Film or popular culture.


  Purdah: A range of practices of secluding women.


  Raj: British colonial rule in India. Self rule in Uttarakhand as in “Uttarakahnd raj.”


  SEZs (Special Economic Zones): Duty-free enclaves that are expected to boost export production (and internal consumption by urban middle classes and elites). They contribute to GDP growth, and to growing opportunity and prosperity for some sectors of the population. However, for many rural, poor, and working-class Indians, economic liberalization and SEZ production have brought growing insecurity, sustained or deepening poverty, and sustained or deepening marginalization.


  Sam[image: image]j Sev[image: image]: Sam[image: image]j is society and sev[image: image] is selfless service. Sam[image: image]j sev[image: image] is selfless service for the whole society; work for the public good.


  Sam[image: image]j Sevik[image: image]/Sevak: A community activist who has dedicated her/his life to selfless service for the public good.


  Sarvodaya: Compassionate commitment to service for public welfare.


  Satyagraha (Saty[image: image]grah): “Soul force” or “insistence on the truth.” A form of nonviolent resistance that was central to the Gandhian struggle for independence, and continued to be central to the Sarvodaya movement.


  Th[image: image]l[image: image]: A round metal plate upon which meals are typically served.


  Tol[image: image]: Team.


  Vik[image: image]s: Development.


  Vikasit/Vik[image: image]si Mahil[image: image]: Developed woman.


  WID: Women in Development.
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