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THE FIRST EVER SUCCESSFUL computer with a GUI, ability to allow users to preview a document before printing, and a mouse was the Mac. The following are the reasons why it has remained relevant all these years.

Turned Icons into Art

Since Mac was the first computer with a GUI, it was the first to have icons. Susan Kare designed those first icons for Mac. 

Macs Beg to Be Networked

Back when the Mac was launched, computer networking was exotic and pricey; but even then, Macs could be easily connected to each other. 

HyperCard Partly Inspired the Web

The HyperCard was created by Bill Atkinson in 1987. Through this app, anyone could create on-screen cards with hyperlinks, images, or texts. 

It Gave Birth to Microsoft Office

Office began on the Mac. The first version in 1989 had Mac editions of an email app, PowerPoint, Excel, and Word.

Pointing Was Made Portable

In 1991, Apple launched the first PowerBooks. They had a small trackball and a palm rest area.

QuickTime Led to Digital Video

QuickTime saw smooth and high-quality videos on the Mac screens. The descendants of this technology are in all iPads, iPhones, and Macs.

Touchpads Took Control

Built-in trackballs were awesome, but they had some disadvantages. In 1994, Apple launched PowerBooks with touchpads. They were called Trackpads. 

Macs Move on Swiftly

Apple has no problem retiring features that are no longer useful. In fact, it is famous for ditching them early. 

Upside-Down Logo Designs

Most laptops today have logos at the back of the screen. To the user, this logo is usually upside down so when you open the laptop it is right side up. 

The Apple Store Was a Mac Store

The first Apple Store locations were opened in 2001 in Glendale, Ca and Corner, Va. At the time, they only had Macs. 

The Media Hub Vision

Steve Jobs had a vision of the Mac as a media hub; an electronic device for managing digital content such as videos and photos. This concept worked. 

It Boosted Bluetooth

Bluetooth was becoming a thing in 2002 but it was not that useful. It, however, allowed for data transfer between phones and Macs.

Macs Show the Importance of Fresh Beginnings

Apple ditched the original Mac OS for the OS X and still made it.

Backlit Keyboards

The 2003 PowerBook was the first notebook with light sensors and a backlit keyboard.

Commerce Was Built in to a Computing Device

iPod owners had to buy music downloads using a Mac and this concept became widespread.

The Modern All-in-One

The iMac G5 big flat screen design was largely copied by the rest of the industry.

Solid-State Storage

Solid-state storage became officially mainstream in 2010 with Apple’s second-generation Mac Air.

Retina 

The first MacBook Pro had a Retina display, quadrupling its predecessors’ display.

The Computer Design

Many models copy the Mac’s design without shame, such as the HP Envy line.

No Macs, No iPads, or iPhones

iOS is significantly based on the OS X (Mac’s operating system).
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Chapter 1

How to Edit Pictures and Videos in Photos for Mac
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ADJUST BRIGHTNESS 

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit (top navigation panel).

	Use the Light slider to change the brightness.

	Click Done.


Adjust Color Saturation

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Use the Color slide to make the adjustment.

	Click Done.


Take a Photo to Black and White

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Use the Black & White slider to convert the image and adjust the intensity. Also, adjust the Grain, Tone and Neutrals.

	Click Done.


Access Noise Reduction, White Balance and More

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo. 

	Click Edit.

	Select the arrow that is next to whatever adjustment you are interested in.

	Click Done.


Adjust Sharpness

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Find Sharpen and click on the arrow next to it.

	Use the sliders to adjust the sharpness. You can also sharpen automatically by clicking on Auto.

	Click Done.


Adjust Definition

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo. 

	Click Edit.

	Find Definition and click on the arrow next to it.

	Use the slider to adjust the definition or click on Auto.

	Click Done.


Adjust Noise Reduction

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Find Noise Reduction and click on the arrow next to it.

	Use the slider to adjust noise reduction or click on Auto.

	Click Done.


Adjust Vignette

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Find Vignette and click on the arrow next to it.

	Use the slider to adjust or click on Auto.

	Click Done.


Use Selective Color

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Choose Selective Color.

	Use the sliders to adjust.

	Click Done.


Quickly Retouch an Image

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Find Retouch and click the arrow next to it.

	Adjust the retouch tool’s size using the slider.

	Click and drag on the areas that need retouching.

	Click Done.


Correct Red-Eye

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Select Red-Eye.

	Adjust the brush size.

	Click the brush.

	Click on the eye.

	Click Done.


Add a Filter

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Click Filters.

	Select preferred filter.

	Click Done.


Crop and Straighten Automatically

	Open Photos app.

	Select Photo.

	Click Edit.

	Click Crop.

	Select Auto.

	Click Done.


Manually Crop Photos

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Select Crop.

	Find aspect and click on the arrow next to it.

	Select the preferred aspect ratio.

	Click Done.


Manually Straighten Photos

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Edit.

	Select Crop.

	Click dial. Adjust by dragging up and down.

	Click Done.


Rotate Photos

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Image.

	Click on Rotate Clockwise (or Counterclockwise).


Flip/Mirror

	Open Photos app.

	Select photo.

	Click Image.

	Click on Flip Vertical (or Horizontal).


Trim a Video

	Open Photos app.

	Select video.

	Double-click on it so it fills the app.

	Hover your mouse to see the control overlay.

	Click the gear icon.

	Select Trim.

	Drag the yellow handles.

	Click on Trim. 


Reset the Trim

	Open Photos app.

	Select video.

	Double-click on the video.

	Hover your mouse to see control overlay.

	Click the gear icon.

	Select Reset Trim.


Edit a Video

	Open iMovie.

	Click Create New then Movie.

	Click on Photos Library.

	Select video.

	Click on the plus icon.

	Start editing.
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Chapter 2

How to Set Up and Manage Apple Pay on the Mac
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APPLE PAY ALLOWS YOU to easily pay for stuff when making online purchases using your Mac.

How to Set Up Apple Pay

	Launch the Safari app.

	Go to Preferences.

	Select the Privacy tab.

	Select the Apple Pay checkbox to let websites offer you the option.


Set Up Apple Pay on Your MacBook with Touch Bar

If your MacBook Air or Pro has Touch ID, you can directly authorize payments from the keyboard. However, your credit card needs to be added to Apple Pay first. 

	Open System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Click on the + button to add a debit or credit card.

	Enter the card information manually or position it in front of the iSight camera.

	Accept the terms and conditions.

	When the card is authorized by the bank, you will be notified.


Set Up Apple Pay for an Older Mac

If your Mac is older, you will have to use either your Apple Watch’s or iPhone’s stored cards for purchases. 

	Go to the Settings app.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Toggle the slider on to Allow Payments on Mac.


Use Apple Pay on Your Mac

You can authorize online payments using Apple Pay on your Mac with Face ID or Touch ID. You no longer must type in your card information every single time. 

Manage Apple Pay Cards

	Go to System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Select a card to view its information.


Change Your Default Card

	Go to System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Select a card and make it the default option.


Remove a Card

	Go to System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Select the credit card you want to delete.

	Select the – (delete) button.

	Confirm deletion.


Manage Contact and Shipping Information

	Go to System Preferences

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Choose Contact and Shipping.

	Make your changes from the drop-down menu.


Manage Your Billing Address

	Go to System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Choose the specific card.

	Select Add a New Billing Address from the Billing Address dropdown.

	Enter your new billing address and click Save.


View Recent Apple Pay Transactions

	Go to System Preferences.

	Select Wallet & Apple Pay.

	Choose a specific card to view it.

	Select the Transactions tab.


You can choose to receive alerts on your Mac when transactions are made using the card; check the “Show transaction notifications from [card]” box.

Return a Purchase with Apple Pay

Policies vary from retailer to retailer. With some, charges can be reversed with a single button click while others require re-authorization using Touch ID and, in some cases, return in-store. 

Troubleshoot Apple Pay

Apple Pay can have glitches. You may have issues getting your card accepted by Apple Pay.  When this happens, enter your information again. This works for most people. When the issue remains unresolved contact your card issuer. For instance, when setting up a card, you may fail to receive the verification code on your phone, forcing you to retrieve it manually. 
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Chapter 3

Mac Startup Disk Full?
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“YOUR STARTUP DISK IS almost full”. This is a message that most people do not expect to see. The other part of that message advises you to erase files if you want the issue solved. Should you delete any files? An even more important question is: what is a startup disk? What is a startup disk? The Mac uses one of its external or internal storage devices to boot from. This startup disk contains the OS software which is used to run the Mac while it is being used. The Mac may have several disks that it can start up from. For many users, the default startup drive is the internal drive—the one that the Mac came with. If, when switching on your Mac, you see a question mark flashing, know that your Mac cannot find the startup disk. How full is too full? An almost-full startup drive may affect your computer’s performance. It is also an indication that your storage space is running out. Insufficient space slows down the startup process. Your apps will launch and run much slower. Very soon, the slow speed will become noticeable and you may wonder if it is time to get yourself another one. Here is the good news: a new Mac is not necessary. You must free up space. There are files that your OS needs to run, and you must never delete them. There are also other personal ones that you value. So, before going through the following steps











	Click on Manage, next to the startup graph.

	Select Documents from the Managed Storage display.

	Find the Large Files tab and click on it.

	Browse the list and hover your cursor on any file you wish to delete. Click on the X to delete or magnifying glass to examine more. 

	Keep deleting until you have freed up the 15%+ storage space required.
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