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​Chapter 1: The New Game
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It was a bright and breezy morning at Hillside

Elementary. The bell rang for recess, and all the kids ran outside, smiling and laughing.

"Let’s play a new game!" shouted Jake, the tallest kid in the second grade.

Everyone gathered in a circle on the playground.

​“It’s called Tag Freeze! If you get tagged, you freeze like a statue!” Jake explained. Tommy loved games like this. He bounced on his toes, ready to run.

“Let’s pick teams!” someone

said.

Jake started choosing.

“Tommy, you’re on my team.

Mia, come here. Ravi, you

too!”

But Sammy, who was

standing quietly at the back,

didn’t get picked.

He held his little blue backpack close to his chest.

Jake glanced at him and smirked. “You’re too small and too slow anyway.” Some kids laughed. Sammy looked down at his shoes and slowly walked to the bench alone.
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Tommy saw it all. He felt a


twist in his tummy, like something wasn’t right.




​[image: ]


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
15

"JJ 2.

/:(§ fh - 4\\\\!3
DG 3 M
(') . ) g}
Ely 4

)\ﬁ





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image004.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





