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Prologue
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Have you ever dreamed of sailing across the ocean, discovering new lands, and mapping places no one had ever seen before? That’s exactly what James Cook did over 250 years ago! He wasn’t born into a rich or famous family—he was just an ordinary boy with a big dream and a love for adventure.

In this book, you’ll follow the exciting journeys of Captain James Cook, one of the world’s greatest explorers. From icy waters near Antarctica to sunny islands in the Pacific, Cook’s voyages changed the way people saw the world. Along the way, you’ll learn about the people he met, the maps he made, and the challenges he faced at sea.

So, grab your explorer’s hat—your adventure with Captain Cook is about to begin!
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Chapter 1: The Boy from Yorkshire
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James Cook was born in a quiet village called Marton, in the county of Yorkshire, England, on October 27, 1728. Back then, Yorkshire was full of rolling green hills, sheep-filled meadows, and little stone cottages. It was a peaceful place, far from the exciting adventures James would have one day. James wasn’t born into a rich or famous family. His father, also named James, worked as a farm laborer, which means he helped take care of crops and animals for other people. His mother, Grace, was kind and hardworking, and she took care of the home and made sure her children had what they needed, even if money was tight. James had several brothers and sisters, and life was often busy and simple in their little house.

When James was just a small boy, he loved the countryside. He would spend hours outside, walking near the fields, watching birds fly, and dreaming about faraway places. Even though he didn’t grow up near the ocean, he was always curious about the world. At that time, most people never left the town they were born in, but James was different. He had a spark of wonder in him. He asked lots of questions, like “What’s beyond those hills?” or “What’s on the other side of the sea?” He was a quiet boy, but he was always thinking and observing the world around him.

As James grew older, his family moved to a place called Great Ayton, where his father got a better job working for a wealthy landowner. Because of this job, James was able to go to school. That was a big deal back then because many children didn’t get the chance to learn to read or write. James was lucky, and he loved learning. He was especially good at math, which would help him later when he became a sailor and needed to use maps and charts. He also liked reading books about the world, explorers, and nature. He didn’t know it yet, but these interests were planting the seeds for the amazing journeys he would go on as a grown-up.

When he wasn’t in school, James helped his father with work around the estate. He learned to be strong, careful, and responsible. These skills helped shape his character. Even as a teenager, James was known for being honest, calm, and hard-working. People trusted him because he always tried his best and stayed focused on his tasks. His parents were proud of him, and they believed he would do something important someday.

As James got older, he didn’t want to be a farmer like his father. Instead, he wanted to explore and see the world beyond Yorkshire. Around the age of 16, he left home and moved to a town called Staithes, which was near the sea. This was his first real experience with the ocean. He started working for a shopkeeper, but every day he would stare out at the sea, watching ships come and go. He imagined what it would be like to sail away to unknown lands. The sea began to call to him, and soon, he knew he had to follow that calling.

The shopkeeper, Mr. Sanderson, saw that James was smart and curious. He noticed James paying more attention to the ships than to the shop. Instead of getting upset, Mr. Sanderson helped James take the next step in his journey. He introduced James to a group of shipowners in the nearby town of Whitby. These men owned coal ships that sailed up and down the English coast, and they needed young men to help out on board. James was offered a job as an apprentice on a coal ship, and this was the beginning of his life at sea.

From that moment on, James Cook began learning all about sailing. He started at the very bottom, doing hard jobs like scrubbing the decks, carrying heavy loads, and helping in the kitchen. It wasn’t easy, but James didn’t complain. He watched and listened carefully, soaking up every bit of knowledge about how ships worked, how to read the stars, and how to use the wind to travel across the water. The other sailors respected him because he worked hard and never gave up, even during storms or long days at sea.

Even though he came from a small village in Yorkshire with no fancy background or special help, James Cook used his curiosity, determination, and love of learning to chase his dreams. He didn’t know it then, but the boy who once wandered the hills of Yorkshire asking questions about the world would grow up to be one of the most famous explorers in history. From those quiet beginnings in the countryside, his journey toward the vast Pacific Ocean had already begun.
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Chapter 2: Dreaming of the Sea
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As James Cook grew up in the peaceful countryside of Yorkshire, his life was full of ordinary things—helping his father on the farm, walking along dusty roads, watching the seasons change, and going to a small village school. But even in this simple life, something deep inside James was stirring. He was starting to dream of a life far beyond the hills and fields. Though Yorkshire was far from the sea, stories about the ocean, maps of distant lands, and tales of bold sailors somehow found their way into his heart. At night, while lying in bed and listening to the wind outside his window, he would imagine tall ships gliding over waves, strange animals on distant islands, and stars shining over oceans that seemed endless. His imagination was like a ship of its own, sailing through dreams and questions.

In the village of Great Ayton, where his family moved when he was still a boy, James had the chance to go to school. It was a tiny school with wooden benches, a chalkboard, and a strict but fair teacher. There, James learned how to read and write, and he especially loved math. While some children groaned when it was time to do numbers, James got excited. He liked how numbers fit together like puzzle pieces, and he was fascinated by how they could be used to measure things, build things, and—most importantly—navigate. Although he didn’t know it yet, the math lessons he quietly studied at his desk would someday help him guide great ships through dangerous seas.

James also discovered books. Books were like magic for him. Whenever he found a story about ships or far-off lands, he devoured every word. He read about explorers who had crossed oceans, found new islands, and mapped the world. These weren’t just stories to James—they were possibilities. The more he read, the more he wanted to be part of something bigger than himself. He didn’t want to stay in the same village forever. He wanted to go places no one he knew had ever seen. He wanted to uncover mysteries, solve problems, and see the edge of the world with his own eyes.

Although James was a quiet and serious boy, people noticed he had something special about him. He was thoughtful, clever, and always looking for more to learn. When he wasn't reading or studying, he would stare at the sky and wonder how the stars worked. He didn’t know it then, but those same stars would one day help him steer across the vast Pacific Ocean. When he walked through the countryside, he imagined it as an unknown island. When he saw birds flying overhead, he pictured them as messengers from foreign lands. When he saw the river glimmering under the sun, he dreamed it was the sea.

Everything seemed to whisper to him: go beyond what you know. At age 16, James left the farm and traveled to the coastal town of Staithes. There, he worked in a shop, helping sell goods like cloth and food to sailors and fishermen. It might not sound exciting, but for James, it was a new world. The sea was finally close—he could smell the salty air and hear the gulls crying overhead. He could see ships rocking gently in the harbor, their sails flapping in the breeze. Every day, he would watch the sailors come and go, their faces weathered by wind and sun. He listened to their stories—of storms, whales, faraway ports, and life on the waves. These stories were real, told by real people who had seen the things he had only read about. His heart beat faster with every tale.

Instead of spending all his time in the shop, James would often sneak glances out the window to watch the sea. He longed to be out there—not selling things to sailors, but becoming one himself. The ocean was calling louder now, and he couldn’t ignore it. The shopkeeper, Mr. Sanderson, noticed James's curiosity and understood that his future wasn’t behind a counter. Instead of keeping James working in the shop, Mr. Sanderson helped him find a place on a ship owned by men in nearby Whitby.

And just like that, the dream that had lived in James’s heart for so long started to become real. Whitby was a busy harbor town, full of ships that hauled coal along the English coast. These were tough ships with
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