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THE CHURCH NEEDS TO urgently deal with the destructive ‘isms’ of this age.

In Exodus 13 we read the following: 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey.

Moses never saw the Promised Land, for it was left to Joshua to claim the land promised to Abraham. But first, the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites needed to be defeated and driven from the land. These tribes were all pagan and posed a danger to the way of life of the Israelites.

Similarly, as Joshua had to decisively deal with these strongholds (such as when capturing the city of Ai – Joshua 8), the Church needs to deal with similar strong forces within the world, and within herself, to make a mighty impact on the Kingdom. And these forces are the ones known as the “isms”. They are strongholds that shape society, how people think, operate and determine their spirituality. These beasts and monsters have been given life by philosophers, academics, and scholars, driven on the wings of the Renaissance and the Age of Enlightenment.

Such “isms” include humanism, secularism, individualism, pessimism, existentialism, traditionalism, racism, and moral relativism, to name a few. Yet the church has hardly truly countered these forces, and so struggles with their deadly and destructive influences within her own ranks, while at the same time struggling to make an impact in the world. Just as Joshua needed to drive these pagan tribes from the land to thrive and prosper in the will of God, just so the Church needs to address the influences, ramifications, scope and magnitude of these deceptive ideas and thoughts.

It says in 1 Timothy 4 that “now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.” The “isms” are the doctrines of this world that have even negatively and destructively infiltrated the church, as we continue to drift away from the Truth of God.

There are many practices, customs, rituals and “doctrines” within the churches that have become foreign and alienated to the “truth” of God. The Gospel of Jesus has, over time, been diluted with different shades and colours and textures and shadows of “truths” by mankind, who have allowed themselves to be deceived by the “truths” and “realities” of the world.

The wisdom of this age that sparks to life all the destructive “isms”, speaks of excesses, greed, materialism, wealth, power, and the exaltation of the Self through selfish desires, wants and needs. This world has become lovers of itself, cold to love, boastful in its “wisdom” yet void of godly truth. And so the church has so often fallen victim to the folly of such wisdom, allowing for the spirit of religion and rebellion to take its course.

2 Corinthians 10: 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

In order to cast down these strongholds that influence, shape and mould mindsets, we need to be obedient to the Word of God by preaching the Truth of the Kingdom! According to John 8:32, the Truth sets us free, and such truth counters the work of the deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. If the Church continues to fail to address these destructive forces, then mankind will be driven further away from God, His absolute truths and away from the reality of His Salvation. Daily people are being driven into the clutches of the devil that only seeks to destroy, to kill and to steal. All the while the church slumbers, or remains blinded to the work of the devil.

How we need the wisdom of the Lord once again in our churches and for the wisdom of the Lord to rest upon the lips of His servants! For then we shall counter the wisdom of this age!

It says in “Job 28:28: But to man He said, Behold, the reverential and worshipful fear of the Lord—that is Wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.”

We live in a world where man seeks after his own wisdom and relies upon his own intellectual faculty to determine the Truth of God. And such Godly wisdom comes by fearing the Lord, obeying Him, seeking Him and walking in His Spirit. Such wisdom speaks not of foolishness, ignorance or deception as we see so often in Churches, but it speaks of God’s will, His plan, His Kingdom, His Truth and His Way.

It says of God’s wisdom the following:

Job 12 v 13: To God belong wisdom and power;  counsel and understanding are his.

Isaiah 40 v 28: Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

Romans 11 v 33: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

God is all-wise, infinitely wise. It says for example in Psalm 147 vs 5: Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

God’s wisdom is also vastly superior to human wisdom. Isaiah 55: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Let us remember God remains the source of wisdom. It says in Proverbs 2 v 6: “For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth [come] knowledge and understanding”, and also Daniel 2 v 20: Daniel answered and said, “Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him.”

It speaks of the mind of God, His intentions, His plans and purposes. There is indeed much deception and deceptive teaching in churches these days (2 Timothy 3, 2 Peter 2, Book of Jude), as well as idolatry, New Age practices, enlightenment, humanism and rationalism. What we need is the wisdom of God!

What we need is God’s Word spoken in a time like this! Not a word to please man, not a word out of which man can benefit, not a word that will entertain, not a word to exploit God’s Kingdom, not a word without power, but indeed, we need a word that shakes the gates of hell, sets people free from spiritual bondages, shatters demonic strongholds, that breaks every false teaching and prophecy and that manifest the power of God!

For thousands of years, philosophers and scholars have bombarded the world with a different truth and reality, wrapped and disguised as the beasts of “isms”, and today more than ever we can see the ramifications of such lethal spiritual work. The world, thus societies and individuals, have drifted deeper into the clutches of spiritual apostasy and rebellion, all because we have failed to constantly preach and teach the Truth of God. Sadly, so many in the church have been steeped in rationalism and relativism they no longer accept the absolute truth of the Word of God.

Reality is that we live in a world where so many are moving either towards a pseudo-religion of spirituality, which entails the occult and paganism (heathenism), or to a world completely separated from any influence of religion (secularism) or the world completely focused on the Self (humanism). Question is, what is the church doing about these strong forces in the world? The answer is not to adapt or to compromise to “sell” Jesus as a way of life, but to simply continue preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom for Jesus is never an alternative but He is the only Way, Truth and Life.

And so we are reminded of the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 1: 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

The true wisdom of this world is Jesus! There is none other than our Lord and Saviour! We need to teach and preach Jesus and His Truth. For He is the answer and He is the Way.

We live in a dangerous time where the Church is flirting with fantasy instead of God’s reality, with magic instead of the power of the Holy Spirit, and with imagination instead of God’s Truth. The Church today has become a dangerous melting pot of worldly philosophies, self-desires, business ideologies and even paganism.

The Bible warns of great heresy and apostasy in the church of the last days. It foretells false teachers, prophets, doctrines of lying spirits and their signs and wonders. For 2000 years, since the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Bible has been attacked. Alongside the Apostolic Church, based on the teachings of Jesus Christ and his apostles, counterfeit Christian heretics, apostate denominations and false movements have proliferated.

We need to take note and learn what Scripture teaches about the times we live in, the ways in which Christians are being seduced away from Biblical truth, and the methods used by the New Spirituality to usher in the counterfeit Kingdom of God on earth.

Jesus said, "My Kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36) and "Narrow is the Way which leadeth unto life and few there be that find it" (Matthew 7:14).

We hardly find the uncompromising and unadulterated Truth of God in the Churches anymore. Churches today have embraced the past with all its erroneous traditions while embracing the changing world, and so have compromised and prostituted themselves all for self-gain and benefit.

The strategy of the devil is for mankind to drift further away from the Truth of God, away from the reality of His Kingdom, and down a dark path of self-destruction. It is a path of decadence, self-destruction and heathenism. And such a path was paved already in Genesis when the devil deceived Adam and Eve. They rebelled against God by ultimately exalting the Self, and so their own ego became their downfall. The devil’s strategy has never changed – for man to rebel against God by choosing to be gods, for once you think you are a god then you make the rules and determine what is common and uncommon, true or false.

2 Timothy 3 says: But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves ...” And so the devil continues to drive mankind to a point of being the masters of their own fate, thus captains of their own ship. Basically, all philosophical movements have been about the exaltation of the Self, where man wants to be enlightened, and where man thinks he no longer needs divine help. We are back in the days of the Tower of Babel, when mankind wants, to reach for the heavens and determine their own fate as they believed to be divine.

Sadly, these days, the pulpit is more concerned about political correctness, and with self-exaltation, self-hype and self-glorification. We are not addressing the “isms”. Across the world, all things immoral in the eyes of God have become moral and all things unnatural have become natural in the eyes of man. Where are the servants of God to correct such wickedness? Instead, churches are steadily condoning sin and iniquity, approving of evil, as we are more concerned about man’s opinion than the Word of God. Pulpits have become quiet and silent on such matters, fearing man more than fearing God, as we are no longer interested in saving people from the flames of hell. Instead, we are more interested in a feel-good encounter Gospel, yet true discipleship continues to die in churches.

And so the world is hurled into darkness, aflame with moral corruption and spiritual bankruptcy, all because the true light of our Lord Jesus is hardly been shone from the pulpits. Where is the true cry for repentance, and how can we repent if the people no longer know what is right and wrong? Where is the chastisement to correct the ways of the people, and where is the holy fear of God in the nations any more?

Sadly, sound Gospel is hardly been preached as so much false theology and teachings have evaded the pulpit. And so the people turn their ears away from the Truth that saves and sets free, only seeking a word that soothes and exalts the ego and the pride. For a take a closer look at this world. It is burning with suffering and hate. Where is the light? Where is the truth anymore? For the pulpit has become about man and his selfish needs, and it is no longer about God. How we need to pray for the pulpits to become on fire again for our Lord and Saviour Jesus, and how the Truth needs to be preached again that sets us free.

Strongholds need to be broken. Healing needs to be done. Deliverance needs to take place. Freedom and liberty need to soar in the hearts of the captive.

Too many people do not know God. They do not have a living and intimate relationship with Him. They are not restored, healed, delivered or edified.

They are broken by this world, impoverished by the spirit of religion, traditionalism and legalism. They have been made slaves by fear, lies and deceptions. They have been harassed, tormented and hunted by spirit and soul-crippling philosophies and demonic lies.

As we ponder all the dangers of the “isms” and how we fail to address them even in our own ranks, we can but cry out to God to light the fire again so that we may declare the Truth of God as His Spirit leads.

Yes, Lord, may we remain standing on our ground, and not give up ground, and may we refuse to back down from the Truth. May we refuse to recant, no matter what people say or think of us. Grant us the strength to remain true to Your Truth in times of great evil, and may our words be salted and be aflame with Your divine touch.
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WE ARE LIVING IN A time of modernism, which is a movement towards modifying traditional beliefs in accordance with modern ideas. To modify simply means to transform, develop or evolve. Thus, modernism is nothing more than progressivism in action.

As a philosophy, progressivism is based on the idea of progress, which asserts that advancements in science, technology, economic development and social organisation are vital to the improvement of the human condition. And so in mankind, we find ourselves progressing towards a point of wanting to be more self-enlightened and empowered, yet at the same time moving further away from God, our Creator.

In the church, we have modified our beliefs to adapt to the changing times. In our evolution, we have progressed to a state of apostasy and greater humanism (attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters). Progression is, however, in this context, not spiritual growth, but rather a continuous reliance on what the world offers to seek our redemption, hope, and contentment. The church has, for the last 2000 years, continuously conformed, compromised and developed to appease humans, instead of always seeking the Truth of God and walking in the ways of the Kingdom.

We need to progress spiritually, but not in a manner where we seek the evolution to become a so-called enlightened being. True spiritual progression is highlighted in "2 Peter 1: 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

We need to be reminded of “Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” His Truth does not change. His Ways do not change. Yet we keep on adapting, modifying, and transforming the church so that doctrines appease mankind, instead of being true to the everlasting Lord. We progress not in such a manner where we abide and grow in Christ, but we are progressing away from God and His Truth.

This is the reality of 2 Timothy 3: But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

And also "2 Timothy 4: 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry."

Who can argue that we have not already seen an abandonment of the Truth of the Lord? Doctrines on Jesus Only, Universalism, and Hyper-Grace, along with the Word and Faith Movement, abound, leading people further down a path of spiritual darkness and confusion. The Holy Spirit has been shunned, and so has sound doctrine. The church has been totally engulfed by moral relativism, humanism and secularism as it continues to be also moulded, influenced and shaped by religious and traditional perspectives and outlooks.  The Church has sadly progressed to a point of moral revivalism, to humanism and even secularism, seeking its own path of truth and enlightenment,

We are living in the time of the Emerging Church movement, which is about adapting to the times and the culture to be relevant. Yet adapting has become nothing more than the practice of conforming and compromising. Many of the ‘faith’ have opted for tolerance and acceptance in the name of love, yet at the same time, we violate God’s Truth and eternal principles. For this reason, same-sex marriages, abortions, and tattoos are all condoned. Church worship looks like a rock concert, as we sway to the music, caught up in the hypnotic hype, left confused and dazed as if we were truly in the presence of God or just caught up by our own emotions.

Religion has taken the place of true faith, moral relativism the place of God’s absolutes and emotional hype for the Holy Spirit. More than ever, the work of the Spirit is being quenched, denied, or even ignored. We live indeed in perilous times where the church has been infiltrated with teachings of humanism, New Age and even paganism.

More than ever, the pressure is becoming more intense for the church to conform to the ways of the world (all in the name of humanism and moral relativism). The warning of Jesus about false prophets and false Messiahs has become a reality a long time ago. So did the warnings of Paul, Peter and Jude.

We live in a time where the synagogue of satan is dressed up as a church, where the foundation is demonic, where doctrines being taught by demons are being preached (1 Timothy 4:1) and where deception and divination have replaced the leading of the Holy Spirit. Yet we sleep, even though the night is nigh and the enemy comes to devour the gates. Truth has been discarded, trampled upon, and all that is left in churches is a hollow shadow of the reality of the Lord.

This is the state of our church. God has been pushed out of the door in our churches because we have sought to follow our own agendas, running after religion, fame, fortune, status, wealth, and self-glory as we build our own kingdoms that will eventually stumble and fall. We have exchanged His glory for our own, His Truth for our own brand of moral relativism, and we have made ourselves god to suit our own needs. And so we stand spiritually naked, wretched and poor, yet we do not even know it.

Indeed, more than ever, people are led astray by the visible, by the tangible, by the temporary, by the natural, by the counterfeit and by the uncommon and unholy. This is a world of moral relativism, where everybody decides their own truth, designs their own “gods”, and even becomes “gods”. 

Day in and day out, believers behave just like the world. Destructive, abusive, immoral, unholy, impure, and we do so without repenting and without turning back to God. Any wonder we are in such days of great apostasy? In such days of such spiritual anarchy? Have we forgotten Psalm 24: Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol.

We as believers have become puffed up in arrogance, full of pride and selfish desires and ambition, holding on to our crowns that we no longer yield, submit and bow before God. If this were not so, then why are we not within the church being convicted of our erroneous ways? We want our will to be done, yet where is the cry “God let thy Kingdom come and let thy will be done!” If we did, we would be convicted. As soon as we raise our voice in anger, we must be convinced. As soon as we want to get in bed with someone who is not our wife, then the holy fire of God must burn so that we fall on our knees and cry, “God forgive me”.

Yet we no longer fear God. Are we truly even led by the Spirit of God? Are we truly yielded? Do we know the Spirit of God? Then where is the conviction? Or have our hearts become so calloused, so hard, so stubborn, and so unyielding that we cannot repent anymore? Have we become so arrogant, so full of pride, so full of ourselves that we now ignore God and His conviction? Pride leads down this road of rebellion and selfish desire.

This is indeed the world of modernism, where we constantly adapt, and we seek change to fit into our lifestyles and our beliefs. Day in and day out we see such change happening around us, as God is called old-fashioned. Modernism is nothing more than man defying God, thus rebellion. It is man seeking his own destiny as it defies and seeks to modify all that is truthful, common and real in the eyes of the Lord.

Such a state of affairs breeds humanism, which basically, in broad terms, believes that human experience and rational thinking provide the only source of both knowledge and a moral code to live by. They reject the idea of knowledge 'revealed' to human beings by gods. It is therefore a rationalist outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to humankind rather than divine or supernatural matters. You can therefore say humanism is very much about the affairs of the human, thus the exaltation of the Self.

God created man. We are here to serve Him and bring Him honour and praise. Yet for thousands of years, man thinks himself as the centre of all, and that everything is about himself, and his needs and wants. So many teachings in the Church these days are really all about the Self, and so we preach a kind of humanistic doctrine. So many of the sermons are nothing more than motivational talk, as we seek to be blessed and prosper. So much of what is happening in churches is about man, and his will and desires. The Prosperity teachings are designed for man to get what he craves and desires, and we will even step on God to get what we crave.

If you listen carefully, so many sermons are about what God can do for man, and not what we can do for God. It is all about our ambitions, needs and wants. And so we continue talking about empowerment in the hands of God, but it is all to do with the exaltation of the Self. We want breakthroughs, double anointing and double portions. Why? To better serve God? No, but for self-enrichment and self-glorification.

At times, we forget our place, for we have forgotten the greatness of God and who God is. At times, we are so blinded by our pride and ego that we seek to impose our own will instead of always seeking the will of God and first His Kingdom? And such selfish desires and needs feed the flesh, and it breeds selfish agendas as we push for our own will to be done. It is time for the fear of God to truly return to the church, for then it will not be all about us. It is time we know again who we serve and who this mighty God is. It is declared in “John 3:30: He must increase, but I must decrease”. The Gospel is not about self-exaltation, but about sacrifice, yielding and submitting to the Great I AM.

Moral relativism is a very destructive force that ultimately puffs up the Self. After all, this is the view that moral judgments are true or false only relative to some particular standpoint (for instance, that of a culture or a historical period) and that no standpoint is uniquely privileged over all others. Ethical absolutism holds that moral commands are true at all times, while in contrast, moral relativism views moral values as entirely relative to different societies and contexts. Therefore, whether an action is right can depend on the context (such as culture) in which it takes place.

Moral relativism has, however, challenged the very absolutes of God’s Word, because society now determines what is right and wrong, and so many now live according to their own set of morals, values and beliefs. Sadly, Christians even adopt such a mindset, where their change and values change and adapt along with society. And so we get churches that demand we must change with the times, instead of staying true to God and God alone. Moral relativism and modernism flow into each other, as individualism now decides that man’s truth is the only reality and not the Truth of God which must determine our path.

There needs to be more than ever a return to the Lord in fear and in love. If we love the Lord, then we shall fear Him. We fear (respect, revere) Him because we love Him. We simply cannot say we love the Lord if we cannot revere Him, thus seeking to live a holy and pure life. We cannot say we love Him if we are not willing to sacrifice all, willing to obey and follow His will. We need to return to the ancient paths, and we need to return to the ways of God.

Yes, it is time again for us to worship the Ancient One – the true and only one, He who is the father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He, the Great I Am, who is the Covenant Maker and He who is the truth, the life and the way of all things. It is time again to return to the ancient truths and the ancient paths. It is time to open our eyes, open our ears and let our spirit soar high above the ancient grounds to discover that which has been lost and that which has been blinded from us.

To return to the Ancient of Ways implies returning unto the very ancient purpose of mankind – to worship God and for us to stand in a relationship with Him as sons and daughters. It is not about us, but about God. We need the true ways of our Lord to guide us and therefore shun the path of modernism and moral relativism.

Now, what is the true ancient way to the Father – JESUS! Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Light. Not the world. Philosophy does not have the answers. Only Jesus. He is the very wonder and the very truth of it all. The first Christians called their faith “The Way”. The path they walked was the ancient path of Jesus, for it led them to God the Father! We cannot modify Jesus or adapt Jesus to the changing times. God does not change for anyone. Yet we change, and we drift away from God and His Truth.

Romans 1 maps the evidence of rebellion that leads to idolatry is clearly spelt out by Paul, and it sounds a clarion call to all those, especially those in the Bride, to be so careful, yes so careful, that we do not step out of God’s will as we seek after our own path, for this is the road of thorns, for this is the way of Self where the individual is exalted above God. It says in Jeremiah 6:16: This is what the LORD says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, 'We will not walk in it.'

How do we not in our ways need to ask for the ancient paths of His Wisdom and Truth, as we guard against the work of iniquity that is fuelled by deception and that breeds idolatry and rebellion? Indeed, those who follow their own ways, no matter how small, and those who walk not in the ways of the Lord when it comes to His truth are moving dangerously and at times, without intent or purpose, in an atmosphere of rebellion.

And rebellion has significant repercussions – the problem is that sometimes we deem rebellion as an outright act of denying the Lord or refusing to serve Him. Rebellion can be so slight, so subtle and deceptive. If we do not flow in the Holy Spirit, then we flow in a different spirit that stands directly opposed to God.

Consider Paul’s writing in Romans 1 – he talks from verse 21 about those who sought not God, who did not recognise the Lord, and they subsequently followed their own wisdom, their own train of thought, their own imagination and their own “truth”. And such rebellion, at times vast in scope and magnitude and at other times subtle in its detail, causes a constant darkening of our spiritual condition and the nature of our soul.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2 that we must not follow the wisdom of this age but the wisdom of the Spirit. He reiterated to the Greeks, who were well known for their “wisdom” and “knowledge”, that the wisdom of the world comes to nought, yet only the wisdom of the cross, which is foolish to some, will lead to divine life and hope. The wisdom of this age is all about the exaltation of the Self, and how mankind constantly rebels against God and defies Him.

There is a fine line between self-will and following God’s voice. There is a fine line between one’s own truth and the truth of the Lord. There is a fine line between prophecy and imagination and between seeking after God’s ancient paths and our own interpretation of the right path. Rebellion has been described as being like the sin of divination and witchcraft (1 Samuel 15:23). And rebellion becomes even more pertinent in our times as the Lord is establishing a plumb line when it comes to His truth. And so, those who do not measure up to the plumb line are those who still walk in alienation from God’s truths and laws. And such a rebellion is the mysterious work of iniquity that will bring forth, as prophesied, end-time lawlessness.

And what happened to those, according to Paul, who followed after their own wisdom and to their own folly? They became submitted to the carnal, to the darkness, to the deception, and they were given over to a condition of walking in a darkened spiritual condition, in depravity as they seek after other “gods”.

Such is the danger, and such is the magnitude of our rebellion, within and without the church. We tread on dangerous ground if we believe we can dictate and determine the course of truth and the order of all things. Indeed, we remain man, and He is God. Unto Him, we must yield and submit. Unto our God comes all glory and all honour.

There is a story that goes as follows:

According to a 19th-century legend, the Truth and the Lie meet one day. The Lie says to the Truth: "It's a marvellous day today"! The Truth looks up to the skies and sighs, for the day was really beautiful.

They spend a lot of time together, ultimately arriving beside a well. The Lie tells the Truth: "The water is very nice, let's take a bath together!" The Truth, once again suspicious, tests the water and discovers that it indeed is very nice. They undress and start bathing.

Suddenly, the Lie comes out of the water, puts on the clothes of the Truth and runs away. The furious Truth comes out of the well and runs everywhere to find the Lie and to get her clothes back.

The World, seeing the Truth naked, turns its gaze away, with contempt and rage.

The poor Truth returns to the well and disappears forever, hiding therein its shame.

Since then, the Lie travels around the world, dressed as the Truth, satisfying the needs of society, because the World, in any case, harbours no wish at all to meet the naked Truth.

How true is this story, not! Indeed many lies are being taught and preaches and advocated in this world and in the church that is mere lies, and so the Gospel of Jesus has, over time, been diluted with different shades and colours and textures and shadows of “truths” by mankind, who have allowed themselves to be deceived by the “truths” and “realities” of the world.

How we need to walk in Truth again by exposing the Lie that poses as the Truth! We need to expose the lies of the wisdom of the age that promotes idolatry and rebellion against God.
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A STATE OF MORAL RELATIVISM and humanism breeds individualism, which is the habit or principle of being independent and self-reliant. Individualism is all about taking care of yourself; it is the belief and practice that every person is unique and self-reliant.

While individualism is not per se wicked in any way, the danger is that it can open the door for greater self-exaltation. After all, we have all been made unique, with unique talents, gifts and abilities. We are not all the same and are not robots. Yet within the Body of Christ, we function collectively, and we function individually, but collectively submitted to the Kingdom of God.

While each and every person works out their salvation with fear and trembling, ultimately the Bride is a collective body of believers, working together. Individualism can also pave the way for enlightened self-interest—the philosophy in ethics that proposes individuals act in the interest of others ultimately as a means of serving one’s personal self-interest. It is therefore all about the Self, thus the “I” and the ego.

Individualism is dangerous in a spiritual sense, for so easily one can determine what is only good for the Self, and so one begins to determine truth and actions that will promote the interests of the Self. Thus, the individual can deny any other truth or any other way if it interferes, conflicts or hinders his or her path of progress in life.

It is dangerous because individualism breeds idolatry, where the Self becomes all-important, and thus an idol. If we only live for ourselves, we then worship ourselves, and this is idolatry.

Scripture is very clear on the dangers of idolatry, where man exalts anything above God. Sadly, this world is being led further away from the Lord and His Truth, down a path of open idolatry, heresy, apostasy, lawlessness, depravity and rebellion. Man has exalted himself above God and has followed his own truth down a destructive path of idolatry. And such a path is one of rebellion, and it is the path of the narrow road.

Our Lord Jesus said the following in "Matthew 7:13 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad and easy to travel is the path that leads the way to destruction and eternal loss, and there are many who enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow and difficult to travel is the path that leads the way to [everlasting] life, and there are few who find it."

Take note, Jesus Himself said of the narrow gate that only a few will find it. The Lord Himself never said MANY, despite 1 Timothy 2 stating that it is Jesus’ intent and purpose for all people to be saved “and to come to the knowledge and recognition of the [divine] truth.” Yes, this is God’s purpose, God’s intention, God’s yearning, and for this reason Jesus was sent as the only begotten Son “so that whoever believes and trusts in Him [as Saviour] shall not perish, but have eternal life”. Praise God.

This is indeed God’s will. But then the Lord speaks prophetically and by divine wisdom that few will find the narrow gate. The Lord knew great will be the deceptions and temptations and seductions that will lead mankind away from the Truth and the Kingdom of our God. Now listen to what Peter writes in 1 Timothy 4: 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron," and also "2 Peter 2: And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed."

Paul stresses here that many will follow the destructive ways, which is of great concern. He supports what Jesus said in Matthew 7 of the narrow and the wide gates. And this should make us sit upright and think. After all, based on all churches across the world, and all the preaching and teaching, surely Lord how can only a few find the way of the narrow gate? Yet Jesus warned us, and Paul reminded us that MANY will seek a different path – the broad gate. And judging by what we are seeing happening in churches today – the abandonment of sound doctrine – and the rise in levels of humanism, paganism and the occult in the world, then we are clearly seeing how many are flocking to the broad gate.

And so, God’s laws and truths are being openly defied, denied and opposed. There is no more shame, just wickedness and evil abound.

There is a joke about the Battleship and a Lighthouse. It goes as follows:

In the darkest part of the night, a ship’s captain cautiously piloted his warship through the fog-shrouded waters. With straining eyes, he scanned the hazy darkness, searching for dangers lurking just out of sight.

Then his worst fears were realised when he saw a bright light straight ahead. It appeared to be a vessel on a collision course with his ship. To avert disaster, he quickly radioed the oncoming vessel.

"This is Captain Jeremiah Smith," his voice crackled over the radio. "Please alter your course 10 degrees south! Over."

To the captain's amazement, the foggy image did not move. Instead, he heard back on the radio, "Captain Smith. This is Private Thomas Johnson. Please, alter your course 10 degrees north! Over."

Appalled at the audacity of the message, the captain shouted back over the radio, "Private Johnson, this is Captain Smith, and I order you to immediately alter your course 10 degree south! Over."

A second time, the oncoming light did not budge. "With all due respect Captain Smith," came the private's voice again, "I order you to alter your course immediately 10 degrees north! Over."

Angered and frustrated that this impudent sailor would endanger the lives of his men and crew, the captain growled back over the radio, "Private Johnson. I can have you court-martialled for this! For the last time, I command you on the authority of the United States government to alter your course 10 degrees to the South! I am a battleship!"

The private's final transmission was chilling: "Captain Smith, sir. Once again, with all due respect, I command you to alter your course 10 degrees to the North! I am a lighthouse!"

It may be funny, but this story also holds a lot of truth about our spiritual truth. Consider the following Scripture:

Matthew 21: The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers: 33 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34 Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” 41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Jesus in this parable, when He was talking about the Wicked Vinedressers, was referring to those who do not accept Him, His Truth, His Gospel and His Way.

Jesus had many encounters with the Pharisees and the Sadducees, because they were so religious and so intent on their own truth that they couldn’t see the truth standing right in front of them! They were so blinded by the religious spirit and so stuck in their legalistic mindset that they couldn’t see the Truth of God. Their individualistic interests were in conflict with the greater truth, yet such truth of the Gospel interfered and clashed with the self and self-interest.

In today’s society, and in churches across the world, we find many believers (even though we use this term loosely) and spiritual leaders who are still following their own versions of the truth, like the Pharisees and the Sadducees. It is because we are so individualistic in our thinking. We live for the Self, and we live to please the Self, and so we even seek those who preach that will ultimately promote our own interests. This is the crux of the warning to be found in 2 Timothy 4. The way of the world constantly defies God, as it sails into the deep waters of modernism, always seeking answers and meaning, yet defying the greatness of God.

We still find today those who harden their hearts to God’s truth and would rather follow their own path, trust their own truth and abide in their own morals. We are talking here about both non-believers and Christians. We live in a world where Scriptures are subtly twisted, distorted and manipulated for our own gain. We can never be so gullible to think all Christians are following the Truth of the Lord, in every aspect and detail. We are not talking here about some truths, but all the truth. There is no such thing as a major truth and a minor truth, and neither can we agree on only one part of the truth while differing on the other truths. If this were not so, we would not have thousands of denominations all preaching their versions of truth!

In today’s society, we find moral relativism at work, meaning that what is relevant to me must be the truth. This is the epitome of individualistic expression. Such erroneous teaching comes from philosophical movements that questioned all absolutes, with science and academics questioning the absolute truth of everything. Let us be reminded that the Holy Spirit was sent to teach us one truth (John 16), not many different versions. 

In Isaiah 2 and Micah 4, it says that at the end of days, when the Lord’s Kingdom is once again established, the Lord will teach and show His way. Why? Because these days, believers tend to still follow their own truths, applying a kind of spiritual-moral relativism to God’s Word.  There is one Truth, and Jesus is the Truth, and He is the Way and Life. There are no variations,  differing opinions or interpretations of the Truth. Jesus is the TRUTH.  And all fullness – meaning all truth – is fulfilled in Him. The Law is fulfilled in Him.

The Lord says the following in Ezekiel 18 when dealing with Israel’s sins and rebellion: 25 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? Are not your ways unequal? This is repeated in verse 29.

Before this, we read in the same chapter: "21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?"

The northern and southern tribes of Israel were judged and taken captive by the Assyrians and the Babylonians. Why? Because they regarded their way as being equal (thus right) and that God’s ways are not equal. They preferred their own truth, and they chose the path they wanted to follow. Yet God reminded them it is not His way which is not right, but it is their way which is not right. Again, God reminded them that it was His desire for them to live, but then they needed to repent and turn to Him. To repent meant to yield and submit to the Lord, and truly say that His way is right, His way is fair and equal.

We live in a time where everything natural to God has become unnatural to man, and all things unnatural to God have now become natural to man. Thus, everything equal to God (that which is right) is unequal with the world, and all things unequal with God are equal to man. Mankind seeks equality in all things, even in relationships, even to the point of man becoming equal to divinity. This is the expression of individualism, where the Self is exalted at the expense of God’s order and God’s truth.

Isn’t this what is happening in our world these days – mankind demanding to follow his own brand of truth, and even in our churches? Haven’t we decided to determine our own path, our own truth, and haven’t we come up with doctrines and teachings that we deem to be fair, equal and true, even if they contradict the Word of God? The world and even some churches are advocating same-sex marriages, approving of the homosexual lifestyle, abortions and who knows what else. It is all done in the name of love, and we are basically saying this is fair and true, and that God’s way is therefore not right, fair or equal.

This is nothing more than rebellion against God. This is nothing more than mocking God. He is still the same today, yesterday and tomorrow. His Word does not alter. His Way does not alter. His Truth does not alter. Yet we insist on saying our ways are fair, right and equal. In our eyes, we can easily justify sin, which leads to iniquity, but if we remain in the Lord, then surely we shall cry out that His ways are equal and His truth is fair and right.    

Jesus prayed in John 17:17 that we must be sanctified by the Word, which means we can only become holy and set apart when we apply the Word of God, which is the Truth. Jesus is also the Word that became Flesh. There are no shades to the truth, only the truth. We are called to worship in spirit and truth.  If we walk not in the Truth, where is the Spirit then in our life? If we walk in our own truth, then this speaks of a lack of submission to God’s will and ways. This then implies rebellion, and rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft.

Jesus is the TRUTH, and He came to teach and show us all TRUTH, not part of it, not a portion, but all of it. When we follow God completely and wholeheartedly, then we follow God and His Truth.

Matthew 21 speaks of Jesus being the capstone or the cornerstone. This implies that without such a stone, the entire building cannot stand. It says in Ephesians 2: Christ Our Cornerstone: 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Now, consider, therefore, that Matthew 21 verse 44 clearly speaks about the dangers faced by those who wish not to conform to God’s Truth but who wish to follow their own truth. It speaks of the process of being smashed against the rock and being crushed by it.

We know that Jesus is the Rock whereupon the Church is built, and if we fail to stand upon this rock, we shall experience that our entire life like a building will collapse for it cannot stand on the temporary spiritual replacements. It says in "Matthew 7: 24 Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

Taking this into consideration, Matthew 21 sounds a clear warning that if we do not wish to conform to God’s Truth, which implies submission and denying the Self, then we will eventually either be crushed by the Rock [Judgement] or we will shatter ourselves against it. Because those who keep on resisting the Lord and His Truth in this lifetime open themselves to all kinds of terrible ordeals, evil and darkness. 

And this is where the story of the lighthouse and the battleship comes in. Jesus is the lighthouse. We tend to be like the battleship. Man often thinks he is very important, and thus knows all truths and all ways. Man constantly wants to exalt himself, for this reason, the world is bent on status, popularity and fame. 

Man has become so arrogant and so full of pride that we constantly these days insist God is outdated, His ways are old-fashioned, and that He needs to change and adapt to modern-day society. And this is not just the message of the world, but it is also preached in churches! Today, many sins, such as homosexuality, are being advocated, as the Bible is deemed too fundamental in its approach. God’s Sovereignty, Jesus’ divinity, the Holy Spirit’s presence and the very Word of God have been analysed, dissected and interpreted.

Man, in his own wisdom and knowledge, has for the last 2000 years introduced his own truth, denying the Truth of God and His ways. Man likes to think of himself as this battleship with all the answers [weapons], thinking himself invincible, untouchable and above reproach. God is  sounding a clear call that He is the True Lighthouse, and no matter how big we think we are, we are going to get crushed.  Just ask Goliath when he faced the might of the Lord in the small frame of a boy. 

In our arrogance and in our pride, we are like that battleship that is heading for the lighthouse. God doesn’t change. His Truth doesn’t change according to society. His ways don’t change. He is constant, and He is forever the same. He is that Rock, that Lighthouse and that Capstone that cannot be moved or be shifted.

This is the dangerous fire that those who fuel apostasy play with – they are on a collision course with God. They are the battleship that refuses to budge. They stand upon their word, their truth, and they follow their way. These are the people warned about in the book of Jude and 2 Peter 2. They are also those who hold onto carnality and lies. In the end, God will never move. His Truth will not bend to the wishes of the world, and will not be swayed by apostasy. We can either listen to God or be heading for a shipwreck of our faith and spiritual condition...

We can therefore keep on denying God, or His Truth, or His ways as believers or as non-believers, but we are heading for that lighthouse. We can argue, we can protest, we can change laws, we can shout and scream, we can conform to the world, but we cannot change reality and truth.  We are all on a headlong collision with God. Either we submit to His Truths or Ways, or we are heading for the Rock that will shatter us.

In reality, we cannot always have it our way. We have to conform to a higher truth, thus a higher authority. Truth is not going to change to accommodate us. We are the ones who must change to conform to what’s true. His Ways are higher than ours, so we must submit. He is God. We are but human. He made the Universe; we have made nothing without resources. End of story.

The battleship thought it could continue on its way, for it was a battleship, but there was a higher authority in its way.  No matter who we are, no matter how wealthy we are, and no matter our position in life or what we have done, God is always the highest authority and HE MOVES FOR NO ONE!

We are reminded of the importance of Jesus being the cornerstone in a number of other Scriptures: "1 Peter 2: The Chosen Stone and His Chosen People: 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling 

And a rock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy."

Peter also alludes to how people who reject the Truth find the rock a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. And this has always been the case. We can either embrace God’s Truth, conform and be changed by it, or we will crash against the Rock. We can either submit or be humble, or we will stumble and fall. 

This is also the message by Paul in "1 Corinthians 1: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men."

And even also "Isaiah 8: 13 The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow; Let Him be your fear, And let Him be your dread. 14 He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many among them shall stumble; they shall fall and be broken, Be snared and taken.” 

Why this violent connotation of stumbling, falling, being crushed or taking offence? Is it because we have forgotten who Jesus is? Colossians 1: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the pre-eminence. Let us be reminded of the following warning by Paul in "Romans 1: God’s Wrath on Unrighteousness: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest
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