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         Supposing: was first performed at the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh, on 7 August 2026, with the following cast:

         
             

         

         Sally  Nicole Cooper

         Richard  Richard Conlon

         Kathryn  Fletcher Mathers

         
             

         

         Writer & Director  Zinnie Harris

         Set & Costume Designer  Alisa Kalyanova

         Lighting Designer  Lizzie Powell

         Sound Designer & Composer  Danny Krass

         Movement Director  Jack Webb

         Music  Inês Alves F. Soares

         Directing Student Placement  Elena Cebulash

         Set & Design Student Placement  Dhakshini Jeganathanvi
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            SUPPOSING:

         

         2
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         A woman talks directly to the audience.

         
            Sally

            I haven’t said it out loud

            I haven’t said it to a single soul

            I say it to myself sometimes

            I look at my horrible face

            I vomit it down the toilets

            I scream it into the night

            I don’t even know if I could form the words to another human

            I mean I could say the words

            I could literally say the words, but then I would have to deal with it

            We would have to deal with it here

            In this room

            And you –

            You would either

            Well, I don’t know what you would do.

            I’m a rational person

            I used to be a manager for fuck’s sake

            I had a good job, I was made redundant, but –

            I know how I’d react if someone said it to me

            I’d laugh

            I’d think they were joking

            I’d think they were taking the piss

            I wouldn’t take it seriously

            Then they’d say it again

            And christ I’d think

            This woman is mad

            Clearly, she is mad4

            And now I’m in a room with a madwoman.

            The Madwoman of Chaillot

            Do you remember that? It was a play I did at school

            This woman is as mad as the Madwoman of Chaillot.

            And I don’t want to be told I need to take it easy

            That I have been through a hard time

            And I don’t want to be told that I am depressed

            I am depressed but that isn’t it

            This is not depression this is –

            Something a bit more like a

            A migraine maybe?

            And even that, you see, I can see your faces

            Are we just talking about a migraine?

            I wish we were

            But the thing is –

            She takes a breath.

            We’re all the same, aren’t we?

            None of us believe in anything.

            I have no faith

            No religion

            There is no god

            No devil

            I believe in science of course

            The earth being round, gravity

            A bottle of wine, a nice meal

            I believe that people know things

            I believe in countries and governments and things like the European Union

            I believe in concrete and cars and aeroplanes taking off and time and things happening in the right way

            I believe in justice

            In the moon

            In the sun always coming up

            I fell down a hole

            They were putting in a gas main

            Outside a theatre5

            I was rushing, stupid shoes, on my way to an interview for a job I didn’t want

            And I didn’t see the abyss they were making

            And it hurt when I went down and it’s so odd because I remember thinking huh, so this is what it’s like to slip down something, I always wondered

            Don’t you wonder?

            You know the way that you – when you go down a chute at the swimming pool, one of those chutes that are too long and too fast and you kind of think, hah this is what it is like to catapult to certain death.

            Here I am catapulting and now I know

            The point is –

            It happened then

            I don’t have any other explanation

            There is no explanation

            There was this gap in the pavement and when I came up –

            There was an ambulance and this paramedic who checked me over

            You’ll be okay, she said.

            The theatre manager gave me tickets to see the next show

            Sorry, he said, about all of this falling.

            Sometimes I think it surely will pass

            It was just a few days ago, maybe the effect will wear off?

            Like a bump on the head, a bruise,

            I am ordinary in case you are wondering

            There is nothing particular

            I fell into a pit but apart from that –

            I’m good at life

            I was good at life

            I’m smart

            Ordinary

            I was just like everyone else

            Beat.

            I think I have been cursed.6

            Her husband is in the room with her and responds.

            Richard

            Ha ha very funny

            Sally

            I’m being serious

            Richard

            What?

            Sally

            I know it’s a bit out there but –

            Richard

            Can we eat first?

            Sally

            This is important.

            Richard

            I never know when you’re joking.

            I love it when you’re joking, go on tell me another –

            Beat.

            She starts again.

            Sally

            I think I’ve been cursed

            Richard

            That’s odd because so have I

            Sally

            Are you listening?

            Richard

            Sorry love, say it again?

            Beat.

            Sally

            I think I’ve been cursed7

            Richard

            Fucking hell

            Sally

            Don’t overreact

            Richard

            Fucking hell.

            Sally

            Shush you’ll wake up Lachlan

            Richard

            Maybe we should wake him

            WAKE UP WAKE UP YOUR MOTHER HAS BEEN CURSED!

            She takes a breath.

            Sally

            I think I’ve been cursed

            Richard

            What?

            Sally

            Just hear me out –

            Richard

            While you tell me something totally crackers?

            Sally

            Will you listen first – please?

            This is important

            Richard

            Can I sit down?

            Sally

            Do you need to sit down?

            Richard

            You tell me, do I need to sit down?8

            Sally

            Don’t make this harder than it is. Rich –

            You’re my best friend

            We’ve been married for years, haven’t we?

            I don’t have an explanation for this that’s the first thing –

            Richard

            An explanation for what?

            Beat.

            Sally

            Well now it feels odd telling him

            Now it feels

            Final in some way

            And I know I have to tell him

            The chorus inside my head tell me I have to tell him

            Oh, that’s the other thing –

            The hole came with a chorus

            A whole tribe of them

            Seventeen on a good day

            They said they’d crawled out from the theatre, fucked off with the place

            So now I’ve got them

            Standing here commenting

            You have to tell him they keep saying.

            Who are you? I asked them

            But they don’t answer other than to say they are the chorus

            I look at their faces

            Grim mainly

            I wonder if they remind me of people

            People from my past –

            People who hated me – ?

            What the fuck are you people doing in my chorus I want to say?

            Richard

            What chorus?9

            Sally

            My chorus

            Richard

            What are you talking about Sal?

            Beat.

            Sally

            I seem to be able to know things.

            Beat.

            Richard

            What things?

            Sally

            Things that I shouldn’t.

            Things that I definitely shouldn’t know.

            Richard

            I’m not seeing anyone if that’s where this is leading

            Sally

            It’s not

            God no

            Richard

            Phew

            Sally

            No of course not

            (Odd that he would think that)

            But –

            No!

            I didn’t mean –

            Richard

            So, what – what can you see?

            Sally

            And what to say. Fire, pestilence, disease?

            Calamity and disaster?10

            War and the end of the world?

            But we all see those things, and anyway that isn’t part of what I saw oddly enough

            So I said

            The woman next door has cancer.

            Richard

            That’s what you see?

            Sally

            I know it’s weird

            Richard

            The bigot next door?

            Sally

            Yes

            Richard

            Well, maybe she does

            Sally

            But she doesn’t

            I mean she does, I know she does

            But she doesn’t know it yet

            It’s not information that is out there –

            Richard

            She doesn’t know it?

            Sally

            No

            Richard

            Okay

            Sally

            I told you it was a bit insane
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