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  Foreword


  In the last twenty-seven years of investigating the notorious and much-maligned Bermuda Triangle, I’ve come across many witnesses to unusual events. They’ve all had one thing in common: they were seeking an explanation for what happened to them. Many times I felt frustrated when trying to record their accounts. I was asking them for information, but invariably that is what they were seeking from me—an answer, often an easy and quick one.


  That’s not an easy thing to give. It’s difficult to say what could have happened to those who encountered unusual incidents involving electromagnetic aberrations, compasses spinning wildly, navigational equipment going on the fritz, the horizon vanishing, strange vapors and fogs forming around them, or unusual glowing lights encompassing them. All that I definitely could say was that it did happen and that they were among the “lucky ones.”


  Strange events are inexorably associated with that area of the Atlantic. More airplanes and ships have disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle than in any other place in the world. Are these phenomena connected? Even after collating the data of dozens upon dozens of stories of people who experienced the phenomena, it remained difficult to say what specifically caused these incidents.


  Then Bruce Gernon introduced himself to me. He knew of my research from a website I started in 1999. He was different from all the others. From reading the old books on the subject, I recognized the name immediately. I was indeed surprised to hear from him. I didn’t know that anyone else had been thoroughly investigating the Bermuda Triangle over the last decade.


  Bruce was different from the others who’d told me their stories. He was not content to casually puzzle over his experience, explain it away, or try to forget it. He was the only one who personally set out to crack the mystery. His investigation began in the early 1970s after his dramatic experience. He is an excellent in situ observer who has traveled the Triangle extensively and is always willing to frankly discuss what happened to him and how his experience might relate to other disappearances.


  The publication of this book represents the first time that any witness and survivor of phenomena related to the Bermuda Triangle has ever written a book, not only detailing his experience, but also presenting a new theory about the mystery.


  While Bruce is witness and researcher, Rob MacGregor is a serious investigator of mysterious phenomena and the author of many books. Both men have lived on the edge of the Bermuda Triangle and flown into it many times. In the years that I’ve known Bruce and Rob, they have always kept me informed of recent developments. So, when a young scientist named Ivan Lima contacted me and told me of his experience, I referred the information to Bruce. It was not long before Bruce and Rob were airborne and flying to meet with Dr. Lima in Fort Lauderdale at a restaurant located at the site of the former naval base where Flight 19 departed and set off the mystery of the Triangle.


  As my research continues into the Bermuda Triangle, I am sure that I will encounter Bruce again. When aboard a ship, I can imagine that I’ll hear the drone of his aircraft above and see the dip of his wings in recognition. Whenever I was called upon to recommend people to film for television documentaries, I was always ready and happy to mention Bruce Gernon. But here he is finally able to tell his story his way.


  Bruce indeed holds the key to a fascinating mystery, and this book will help readers unlock the enigma of the Bermuda Triangle. Bruce approaches the subject seriously, with no motivation other than trying to uncover its secrets for the benefit of others. He is not just interested in merely recording events, but finding answers and preventing the Triangle from claiming more victims.


  Gian J. Quasar


  Author of Into the Bermuda Triangle


  Bermuda Triangle II:


  An Odyssey of Unexplained Disappearances at Sea


  Webmaster of thequesterfiles.com


  Introduction


  What Is Electronic Fog?


  Bruce Gernon offers a plausible solution to the disappearance of Flight 19. There have been many documented cases of knowledgeable and experienced pilots encountering electromagnetic disturbances.


  —Walter Houghton, formerAssistant director, Broward County, Florida, Aviation Department, and retired professor of aviation, Broward Community College


  “Nothing on my map of Florida corresponded with the earth’s features I had seen… Where could I be?”


  Those were the baffling words of Charles Lindbergh as he described a mysterious experience on a flight, through the heart of the Bermuda Triangle.


  Lindbergh took off at 1:35 am on February 13, 1928, on what, for him, should have been a routine flight, the last leg of his around-the-Gulf and Caribbean tour. He intended to fly nonstop from Havana to St. Louis, which would be the first-ever nonstop flight between the two cities. “It should have been an easy flight—about a third the distance from New York to Paris,” he wrote in his autobiography.


  He climbed to an altitude of 4,000 feet and settled back to enjoy the night flight. “But halfway across the Straits of Florida my magnetic compass started rotating, and the earth-inductor-compass needle jumped back and forth erratically. By that time a haze had formed, screening off horizons.”


  Only one other time had he seen two compasses fail at once. That was during a storm in the Atlantic en route to Paris, and his magnetic compass only oscillated back and forth, so he was able to calculate his direction by the central point of the oscillation. But this time, the magnetic compass spun in circles and the inductor compass was useless. “I had no idea whether I was flying north, south, east, or west.”


  Lindbergh started climbing toward the clear sky that just minutes ago had been above him. If he could find Polaris, he could navigate by the stars. But the haze thickened as he climbed higher. So he descended to less than a thousand feet, but the haze followed him and he could barely see the ocean.


  Just before dawn, he spotted a shadowy island and assumed that he’d reached the Florida Keys. But after crossing a narrow body of water, Lindbergh saw a long coastline bending to the right, the opposite way that the land curved on his map of Florida. “But if I was not flying over a Florida key, where could I be? Was it possible I had returned to Cuba, that my attempt to read the twirling compasses had put me one- hundred-eighty degrees off course?”


  The coastline ended and he saw more keys ahead. He realized that if he wasn’t over the Florida Keys, he was above the Bahamas. That meant he’d been flying at a ninety-degree angle from his proper heading and that he was about three hundred miles off course. Once the sun was high enough above the horizon, he determined east and headed through the haze in the opposite direction, toward the Florida coast. The magnetic compass stopped rotating as soon as he reached the mainland. He passed by dozens of heavy squalls as he moved through Florida and Georgia, and headed on to St. Louis to complete his flight.


  Possibly because of his renown as a pilot, Lindbergh never talked publicly about his strange experience in what was to become known as the “Bermuda Triangle.” He waited to reveal it in his autobiography, which was published in 1978, four years after his death. But no doubt he survived the experience, while many others have died, because of his incredible abilities as a pilot.


  Lindbergh’s experience would be merely an interesting footnote to his flying career and amazing life, and nothing more, were it not for the fact that he documented a case of an aeronautical encounter with a rare but often deadly meteorological phenomenon that remains a scientific anomaly.


  Forty-two years later, a pilot named Bruce Gernon encountered a similar fog on a flight from Andros Island in the Bahamas to South Florida. In some respects, Gernon’s flight was even more harrowing than Lindbergh’s. Gernon not only lost the use of his electronic instruments, but he also experienced a time and space distortion that puzzled him for years.


  Eventually, Gernon came to believe that he had encountered an unclassified geo-meteorological condition that he calls “electronic fog.” This fog, he believes, is created by electromagnetic energy released from the earth through water and into the atmosphere. He’s also convinced that electronic fog is responsible for many of the strange disappearances of aircraft and boats in the infamous Bermuda Triangle.


  Although he once thought that this condition was somehow unique to the Bermuda Triangle, he now believes it can happen elsewhere. In this book, we’ll focus on the region, where Gernon and others flew into electronic fog, and we’ll relate it to the Bermuda Triangle legacy.


  Generally speaking, the Triangle extends from Miami to Puerto Rico to Bermuda and back to Miami. You won’t find the Bermuda Triangle marked on any maps. In fact, you might be surprised to find out that the watery region surrounding the Bahama Islands is considered part of the North Atlantic, not the Caribbean. The Caribbean Sea is south of Cuba off the coast of Mexico, Central and South America.


  Several years after his experience, Gernon told his story to Dr. Manson Valentine, then director of the Miami Museum of Science and a leading researcher into the Bermuda Triangle mystery. Dr. Valentine listened closely and asked a number of questions. They met again several months later at a small gathering that included Charles Berlitz, who had already written his most famous book, The Bermuda Triangle. At the end of the evening Valentine surprised Gernon with his parting comment, “You must always remember that you hold the key to the Bermuda Triangle.”


  “It seemed very significant to him that I should understand this,” Gernon recalled. “But I was a kid in my twenties, and I just couldn’t imagine that I held the key to something so utterly awesome and mysterious.”


  Years later, however, he would encounter the fog for a second time, and he would recognize something about it that he hadn’t previously understood. He discovered why the baffling fog appeared to spread out for miles even though it didn’t show up on radar. That was when he knew that he had unraveled an important element related to the mystery of the Bermuda Triangle and that he did indeed hold the key.


  Electronic fog is real, dangerous, and mysterious. Unlike any other weather phenomenon, it is linked to distortions in space and time, and one day could be the key to time travel. The fog is a natural phenomenon, but it also has been reproduced in laboratory experiments, with startling results.


  For the most part, science has ignored electronic fog, relegating it to the realm of superstition or misidentification. Scientists are especially leery when they are told of the fog’s connection with UFOs, levitation, time travel… and the Bermuda Triangle.


  It’s true that many crashes of airplanes and disappearances of ships in the Bermuda Triangle can be explained by regular weather phenomena. But there is more out there than we fully understand. It’s the hope of the authors that this book helps clear the air about the fog, and opens the way for new studies of an unusual and significant phenomenon that eventually could change the way we think about life and the way we live it.


  PART 1: Into the Fog


  Chapter 1


  The Legacy and the Fog


  The sailors, old and young, were gathered at the shell of the abandoned Naval Air Station in Fort Lauderdale. They’d arrived, as they do every year, for a ceremony that has become a ritual, that will go on until all the old sailors who still remember have died. Then it might still go on. The ceremony isn’t a commemoration of a battle or a victory, but of a loss, an unexplained loss of five Navy Avenger TBM torpedo bombers that disappeared mysteriously into oblivion on December 5, 1945. The routine training flight turned into a tragedy and sparked a legend when the experienced pilots became disoriented and never returned. Years later, Flight 19 would be known as the Lost Patrol—even though it wasn’t a patrol—and it would mark the cornerstone of the Bermuda Triangle mystery.


  A high-school band played a marching song, the Stars and Stripes fluttered in the breeze, and a general was about to address the gathering. At the edge of the crowd, Bruce Gernon, a civilian pilot, watched the proceedings with a special interest.


  Gernon felt a strong connection with the pilots of Flight 19. Like them, he encountered mysterious, disorienting conditions near the Bahamas and barely escaped the clutches of a baffling force, an “electronic fog.” He believes Flight 19 flew into the same conditions. Like the elusive Loch Ness monster, the force haunting the Bermuda Triangle apparently appears and disappears leaving no trace of its existence in its wake, other than the puzzle of lost vessels and crafts and the stories of those, like Gernon, who survived.


  But if Gernon or anyone else in the crowd was hoping that Brigadier General Jerry McAbee would address the lingering question of what happened to the airmen and their planes, he would be disappointed. McAbee wasn’t here to talk of the mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle, of strange clouds and odd banks of fog, hovering UFOs, time travel, or electromagnetic anomalies that send compasses into wild spins. Rather, he was here to honor the lost pilots, to carry on the tradition. Even so, there was something surreal about the marching band and the general honoring the flight that set off the Bermuda Triangle saga and the airmen who were last seen stepping from the gigantic spacecraft at the end of Stephen Spielberg’s Close Encounters of the Third Kind. It almost seemed as if the ceremony were a scene from a movie in the making, and somewhere nearby a director, his storyboard in hand, would yell, “Cut!” And then they’d do it all over again.


  When the ceremony was over, Gernon wandered out from the hangar and across the tarmac to the lone Avenger torpedo bomber that had flown in from Jacksonville for the ceremony. It was one of the few remaining in existence and soon attracted a crowd.


  A few Navy veterans, who were here in 1945, stood by one wing discussing the disappearance of Flight 19. They seemed to possess an
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