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Black History didn't start with slavery. 

It started with Family. And goes back thousands of years.
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Black History is Family History
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Prologue


Why write a book speciﬁcally about genealogy for the young Black beginner?

To quote Dr. John Henrik Clarke (an eminent African American historian and a pioneer of Pan-African studies), “To control a people, you must ﬁrst control what they think about themselves, and how they regard their history and culture. Once they’ve been made ashamed of themselves and culture, you no longer need chains to hold them.”

For too many years, we have been told in any number of ways that we have no culture and even less history.




[image: image]And that our lives as a people essentially began with slavery. None of that is even remotely true. As we continue to read and learn history for ourselves (not just taking the mainstream’s word for it) we learn more every day about the rich legacy of our African forebears.

When it comes to genealogy, we heard the same story with a slightly diﬀerent twist—that our genealogy starts with the end of slavery, and that there’s no way we could ever go back any further than 1870. And well, most of us believed it because we didn’t know any better.

Well, we’re well into the 21st century, and now we do know better. But just like anything else, when it comes to researching Black genealogy, there’s always a little bit more to the story.

Consider this: a poll from the Pew Research Center found that most

Black adults in America are more likely than the general population to say that their racial background is fundamental to the way they think about and see themselves. Racial identity also aﬀected a Black person’s sense of connection with the Black community locally, in the US, and around the world. (You’ll see a bit later why this is important).

Overall, 76% of Black adults said that being Black is extremely (54%) or very (22%) important to how they think about themselves. This was true even if the person identiﬁed as Hispanic or multiracial.

Additionally, 65% of the Black adults surveyed rated ancestry as also deeply important.



[image: image]


Black folks who hold their Blackness as fundamental to their identity were also more likely than other Black adults to see common ground with diﬀerent subgroups (Caribbean, African, etc.) of the Black population. They also view what happens to any Black person anywhere in the world as something that aﬀects them personally.

Another interesting element of this poll was that most Black adults had at some point had conversations with elder relatives about their family. Nearly 80% of Black Americans say they've spoken to relatives to learn about their family history—deﬁnitely more than the number who'd tried to learn via online research (34%), or by using a DNA kit (15%).

[image: image]About half of the Black adults surveyed said they believed they were extremely or very informed about the history of Black people in the United States (51%), with another 37% saying they know a little something, and 11% saying they feel they don’t know much at all. Those who feel at least a little bit informed are more likely to say they learned most of what they know from family and friends (43%) than from media (30%), the internet (27%), grade school (23%) or their college or university, if they attended one (24%).

These numbers tell us that African American history in general is primarily learned from family and friends. The internet and TV are a distant second with school bringing up the rear. This is sad, but not surprising. The good news is that this is absolutely in keeping with how our ancestors transmitted information via storytelling. So clearly, you are already part of a long tradition of learning from your family. Genealogy is just going to help you go a little further and create a system for how you collect and organize the information you have. And of course—tips to collect even more! Maybe you are thinking that this sounds nothing like the conversations your family has. That’s okay. You can be the one to start talking about your family history.

This handbook does contain a fair amount of Pan-African and African cultural and social history. We included it for two reasons: 1) We recognize that Black history in most schools is often an afterthought at best, and nonexistent at worst and nowhere near comprehensive, and 2) Because of that, we believed it would be helpful to ground you (the new Black student genealogist) in a bit of our history as a foundational tool for furthering your interest in and research of, both Black history and your family history. Always remember that Black history didn’t start with slavery. It started with family.
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Genealogy is present in all you do—because it informs who you are. And when you learn the history of your family, you have the opportunity to live up to the expectations of your ancestors and choose to become the kind of

person that future generations of your family are proud to look up to.

To paraphrase the words of Thea Bowman, a Black Roman Catholic nun, bring your whole self to this endeavor—all of who you are. Your history, your culture(s), traditions, your experiences. Embrace your identities. My guess is that as you go back and reclaim your ancestors, you'll discover one or a couple of them may have shared some of those very experiences and even identities.

Feel free to write in this book—on every page if you want. Highlight it. Use diﬀerent colors. This book is from me to you. So anything that helps you read and remember is ﬁne by me :)


––––––––
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Sr. Thea Bowman (1937-1990)
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Introduction

––––––––


You may be wondering if that is an actual ﬂag on the cover of this handbook. It is—it’s the Pan-African ﬂag (minus the kids of course). In the summer of 1920, two Black groups, the United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) and the African Communities League (ACL) had a conference in New York and adopted the ﬂag on August 13.1

The inspiration for the ﬂag came from a 1900s so-called "coon song”2 called "Every race has a ﬂag but the coon”. In a 1921 speech, (as printed in the weekly newspaper) Marcus Garvey was quoted as saying: “Show me the race or the nation without a ﬂag, and I will show you a race of people without any pride...”. Clearly, in his mind, what Black people needed was a ﬂag.

[image: image]The ﬂag’s colors carry a deep meaning as well. To paraphrase Garvey:

"Red is the color of the blood that people must shed for their redemption and liberty; black is the color of the noble and distinguished race to which we belong; green is the color of the luxuriant vegetation of our Motherland."3

Pan-Africanism4 itself is an international movement that sees all people of African descent (indigenous and within the African diaspora of the Americas and Europe) as one people having a common origin, history, and culture (which the trans-Atlantic slave trade merely interrupted and divided).

It aims to encourage and strengthen bonds of solidarity, and ﬁght against colonialism, imperialism, neo-colonialism, and neo-imperialism in all its forms.

Lastly, Pan-Africanism focuses on the need for "collective self-reliance". That means that Black people should depend on themselves to take care of their needs. Well-known Pan-Africanists included Tou- ssaint Louverture, Anna Julia Cooper, Fannie Barrier Williams, Ella D. Barrier, Haile Selassie, Kwame Nkrumah, Marcus Garvey, Amy Ashwood Garvey, Amy Jacques Garvey, Malcolm X, Claudia Jones, and W.E.B. DuBois. When you have some time, read up on these folks. They weren’t perfect, but they believed in a cause or in an idea, and they fought for it. The seeds of the Pan-Africanism of the 1900s grew into the Black Nationalist and Black Power movements of the 1960s and 1970s.

So in genealogy, we used this ﬂag to symbolize our connectedness as people of African descent. With each other here in the United States, but also in the Caribbean, in Central and South America, in Canada, and with Africa. We view our history—Afro/Black history—through a lens of empowerment, uplift, and

joy. We can be proud because the strength of our ancestors ensured our existence. If that’s not resilience, what is?!
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	The ﬂag was adopted as part of the Declaration of the Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World.

	A type of song popular with white people in the late 19th and early 20th century that dehumanized African Americans.

	According to the UNIA's Universal Negro Catechism.

	As a philosophy, Pan-Africanism represents everything: the entire historical, cultural, spiritual, artistic, scientiﬁc, and philosophical legacies of Africans and African-descended people from the past to the present.
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Chapter 1


Black Genealogical Beginnings
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In 1976, a Coast Guard veteran-turned-author named Alex Haley published a

ﬁctionalized account of one Black family in America from their beginning as kidnapped Africans in the 1800s through the Civil war to the 1970s. Roots:

The Saga of an American Family, was later made into a television miniseries that ran on ABC in 1977. It was “must-see TV” at the time and opened America’s eyes to a much more realistic view of the Black experience of slavery, the Civil

War, Reconstruction, and the Civil Rights movement.1

It was this book, more than anything else, that really brought Black genealogy and family history2 into the public eye. Black people all over the country

began to trace their family history. Since Roots, several books about African American genealogy appeared, although not many of them were actually written by Black genealogists.3 The problem though, was that trying to do

Black genealogy was challenging at best and nearly impossible (if not actually impossible) at worst.

Traditional genealogical sources did not always lend themselves to the study of genealogy for Black families. For one thing, slaves were not legally considered actual people (remember that whole 3/5th's thing?4) So there are not many


––––––––
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Alex Haley (1921-1992)


federal records of any kinds as they relate to Black people. Marriage between slaves was illegal, and those unions were rarely recorded before 1865. It was also illegal to teach slaves to read and write, so there are very few documents written by freed people in their own hand prior to the Civil War. Census records did not list slaves by name, if at all. Generally, they were denoted by their color (Black or mulatto) and age. Most slaves also did not have last names and so took the name of their most recent slaveowner.

However, that may or may not have been the family that originally bought the slave.

Recently, the records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen5, and Abandoned Lands (Freedmen’s Bureau) have been made available online. The records are a treasure trove of information for many Black families because they contain education initiatives, veterans’ claims, the names of slaveowners, and birth, death, and marriage certiﬁcates among other documents.

It bears a mention that most records that will be of any use to the Black genealogist will be found in the local county courthouse of the county where your ancestors and relatives lived. Wills, probate records, land claims, bills of sale, etc., are found in the county or city courthouse.  So as you get more serious about ﬁnding your lost ancestors, those records will be of particular interest to you.

So, given all that, why even bother trying to trace your family history?

Because it matters. It matters who you are and where you come from. Your identity is important, and the more you know about yourself and your family, the greater your sense of identity will be. We already know one thing about you: you’re here. That means that you come from a family of survivors. And that is a great start.



You may ask: Well, what if my family is made up of people who didn’t make good choices?

So what if it is? No one is perfect, and no one’s family is made up completely of angels. Use whatever you learn to strengthen who you are. Look at the choices they made and ask yourself if those choices really work for who you want to become.


[image: image]

	It is absolutely true that not every African brought to the Americas was a slave. If that is the case for your ancestors—then doing the research of your family history may be considerably easier—and that is



awesome!

However, the vast majority were, so this book is written from the perspective of that reality.


	Depending on where you stand, this may be a distinction without a diﬀerence, but technically, genealogy is the study and tracing of lines and descent. Family history is a record of relationships among



family members that may include their medical histories.

You could say genealogy is the outline and family history is the essay.


	Some of our Black genealogical forebears are: Charles Blockson, James Dent Walker, Delores Woodtor, Jean Sampson Scott, Frazine K. Taylor, Nova Law, Tony Burroughs, and Paul Crooks. There are also many African Americans who have written and published their family histories and created family history blogs.

	In case you don't remember, the "Three-ﬁfths Compromise" was an idea pitched at the 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia by a northerner, James Wilson, of Pennsylvania In an eﬀort to get southern states to agree to a new government framework. The Revolutionary War had shown that the Articles of Confederation were lacking in many respects, as they didn't exactly create a union among the states. The agreement (Article 1, Section 2 of the Constitution) said that a slave would be counted as 3/5 of a free person to determine a state's total population. These numbers would then determine how many seats a state could have in the U.S. House of Representatives and also how much each state paid in taxes. The Constitution was ratiﬁed in 1788. Note: Slaves were not considered people, but were often referred to as chattel-as in chattel slavery. Chattel itself refers to movable goods property, not ﬁxed like real estate.

	Freedmen was a 19th century term to denote newly freed slaves—men, women, and children. Note: We'll use this term with the understanding that it encompasses all genders and ages.
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Chapter 2


Africa

––––––––


There are 54 countries in Africa. It is important to recognize that each country is unique with its own culture, customs, languages, and traditions. Of course, there are some commonalities and similarities, but it is a holdover of colonialism to lump all African countries together as “Africa” with no understanding of the diﬀerences.



––––––––

MAP OF AFRICA

––––––––
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It is also a mark of colonialism that most maps illustrate Africa as roughly the same size as South America, when it is actually about twice as large. The same way that everyone can list European countries is the same way that children of African descent should be able to rattle oﬀ at least ten African countries and know something about each of them. (Just sayin’)



––––––––

Countries of Africa

––––––––
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––––––––
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Please don't fall into the Euro-centric trap of speaking disparagingly or negatively about Africa the continent, individual African countries, or African people. For far too long, many of us were only ever exposed to the negative aspects of Africa—corruption, disease, war, etc. While those things are real, it is also true that imperialists and colonizers had a vested interest in espousing the lie of African inferiority. By focusing only on the negative, we cheat ourselves of the opportunity of learning about the sheer beauty of the continent’s individual and collective people, culture(s), and history(ies). This is our heritage, and we have every right to be proud of where many of our ancestors came from.



[image: image]


[image: image]




1. A drink (water, juice, alcohol, etc.,) poured onto the ground or in a plant as an oﬀering, tribute, or dedication. It is a way to remember and honor those who have passed away.
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Chapter 3


Canada

––––––––


Canada—the northernmost destination of the Underground Railroad. Just like the United States, our neighbors to the north have many people of African descent. Black history in Canada began with the arrival of Mathieu Da Costa1, an Afro-Portuguese navigator and interpreter for Pierre Du Gua de Mons and Samuel de Champlain in the early 1600s. It’s believed that many mixed-race African-Portuguese persons were part of the Atlantic Creole generation, often working as sailors or interpreters for European seafarers. In 2016, the Afro-Canadian population accounted for 3.6% of the total population. We are using the terms Black and Afro interchangeably to describe people of African descent in the Americas.


Map of Canada

––––––––
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Africans arrived in colonial Canada as free people, indentured servants, and as slaves. British and French slaveowners began bringing African slaves to Canada in the 1500s. The buying, selling and enslavement of Black people was practiced by European traders and colonists in New France2 in the early 1600s.

There was a growing demand for enslaved Black people as a source of labor to avoid paying costly European workers. In 1689, King Louis XIV oﬃcially authorized the importation of enslaved Black people to New France. And by 1709, the French legalized the purchase and possession of slaves in New France and further solidiﬁed the institution of slavery.


New France

[image: image]

––––––––


Free Black men and some former slaves in the thirteen American colonies (after ﬁghting for the British) were resettled in Canada after the British lost the Revolutionary War. Enslavement expanded sharply in Ontario, Canada, following the American Revolution and was legally and socially accepted. In fact, Britain extended legal protection to slavery in British Canada to encourage settlement. The 47th Article of Capitulation of 1760 allowed French inhabitants to keep their slave property under British rule. The Imperial Act of 1790 encouraged settlers to bring the Black people they enslaved into the colony without having to pay taxes on them. Loyalists subsequently brought approximately 2,000 enslaved Blacks with them to Canada. Finally, many thousands of slaves escaped to freedom in Canada via the Underground railroad in the years leading up to the Civil War.
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AFRO populations of Canada

––––––––
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––––––––
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	Da Costa was not the ﬁrst person of African descent in Canada—he was just the ﬁrst person whose history was recorded.

	New France consisted of the colonies that covered a big chunk of North America, stretching from the Hudson Bay in the north to the Gulf of Mexico in the south.

	These numbers are estimates, as many people classify themselves as mixed race.



Note: We are calling these African-descended populations "Afro" and not "Black" as Black is a term more

closely associated with African-descended people of the United States.
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Chapter 4


Central America

––––––––

Map of Central America
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It is interesting to note that in many “oﬃcial” sources, some populations are classiﬁed as Creole





AFro populations of Central America

















The Caribbean Islands







Map of the Caribbean































South America

Map of South America







Afro Populations of South America



















An American History Case Study - The Gullah Geechee









The Gullah Geechee

























Map of the Gullah Geechee Heritage Corridor




















Spirituality























Language


























	The rice of Africa (Oryza glaberrima ) has a long and noteworthy history. It was selected and established in West Africa centuries before any organized expeditions could have introduced its Asian cousin (Oryza sativa). It probably arose in the ﬂood basin of the central Niger and prehistoric Africans carried it westward to Senegal, southward to the Guinea coast, and eastward as far as Lake Chad. Compared to its Asian cousin, African rice is better at tolerating ﬂuctuating water depths, excessive iron, low levels of management, infertile soils, harsh climates, and late planting (a valued feature because in West Africa's erratic climate, the rains are often tardy).

	Twitty's memoir oﬀers a really thoughtful perspective on race and food culture. The book traces his ancestry—both Black and white—through food, from Africa to the American South.

	The Lowcountry is a geographic and cultural region along South Carolina's coast, including the Sea Islands. The region includes signiﬁcant salt marshes and other coastal waterways. Once known for its slave-based agricultural wealth in rice and indigo, crops that ﬂourished in the hot subtropical climate, the Lowcountry today is known for its historic cities and communities, natural environment, cultural heritage, and tourism industry. The communities in low countries are still heavily dominated by African Americans communities, such as the Gullah/Geechee people.

	For decades, the dominant narrative was that a white evangelist, the Rev. Martin V. Frey, had originally composed "Kumbaya." This story was spread in part by Mr. Frey himself, who got a copyright on the song in 1939, claiming to have written it in 1936 based on a prayer heard in Oregon.






Umm...So Why Just Africans?


















The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

























From Africa to the Americas














Africans Enslaved by Region




	Other titles include Geraldine Heng, The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages; Miranda Kaufman, Black Tudors: The Untold Story; Olivette Otele, African Europeans: An Untold Story; and David Northrup, Africa's Discovery of Europe.

	Epigenetics (the study of how your behaviors and environment can cause changes that aﬀect the way your genes work) has recently expanded to include the idea that trauma can leave a chemical mark on a person's genes, which is then passed down to future generations. See more in Chapter 16 on Reparative Genealogy.

	Meaning the total number of slaves captured and shipped across the Atlantic Ocean.

	These numbers are very rough estimates as there is no way to truly know how many people were forcibly brought to each location.

	The "Middle Passage" refers to the trip across the Atlantic Ocean.

	In geography, a "bight" refers to the curve of a coastline, bay, or other geographical feature-like a cliﬀ.






Slavery In the British Colonies














A Little More Background on Slave laws























































































	You may see slave written euphemistically as "servant for life."

	The statute was a total “about-face” from the previous seven or so centuries of English judicial law in which a child received their status from their father.

	Holding people as property is also referred to as chattel slavery.





Slavery in Central and South America (including the Caribbean)

























	The Kingdom of Kongo was an independent nation-state that existed from ca. 1390-1862. It was located in a region that encompassed portions of present-day Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo,






	Hispaniola is the proper name of the island that is comprised of the countries of Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

	Juan was probably writing to the Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio de Mendoza y Pacheco, who held that position from 1535 to 1550. Note: Juan also claimed that he was the ﬁrst to grow wheat in the New World.






African History Keepers


























	The European equivalent would be a troubadour. The Japanese storyteller, the "hanashika", is somewhat diﬀerent as they are more comedic and don't often directly reference historical ﬁgures or particular events. However, all ancient cultures have a storytelling tradition.





African and Pan-African Spiritualism





















Religion in the New World














































	Animism is the belief that plants, inanimate objects (like rocks), and natural phenomena (like a lake or tree) have souls.


	ᴅivination is the practice of seeking knowledge about the future or the unknown by interpreting the layout of various small objects like leaves or bones in a standardized ritual.

	The focus on Christianity, and not Islam, is because the United States, for all intents and purposes, was founded on tenets of Christianity (even if those tenets were so warped and distorted that no actual ﬁrst-century Christian would recognize it as such...). Given how often the Bible was used to justify slavery, there should be no doubt about that.

	In the European tradition, he is variously known as Simon Bachus or Simeon Bacchus.

	For decades, Europeans and Americans have characterized this religion as evil. False narratives surrounding the religion include the primary purpose as being to cause harm to people with so-called voodoo dolls and hexes, and the creation of zombies.





	Haiti, under the command of General Toussaint Louverture, was the ﬁrst Black nation to overthrown colonialism in the Western hemisphere. And they have been paying for it ever since.


	Similar to animal sacriﬁce in the Old Testament,

	Also called Rastafarianism.

	Hair in the Black community.



























	Agency here is deﬁned as the ability to take action to make oneᴛs own free choice.

	See ᴍvonne P. Chireau, Black Magic Religion and the African Conjuring Tradition.






Adinkra






Some Adinkra Symbols









	In Akan (Twi), the term adinkra refers to a particular type of cloth historically worn by royalty and spiritual leaders for important ceremonies.






The Rise of Black Studies








































	Muhammad Ali's was born In Louisville, Kentucky and given the name Cassius Clay by his parents. He changed it after his conversion to Islam and never answered to Cassius Clay again.






	"The Breaks" was a 1980 single by rapper Kurtis Blow. It was the ﬁrst certiﬁed gold rap song.

	In 1968, in response to growing demands for reform, a coalition comprised of the Black Students Union, the Latin American Students Organization, the Filipino American Collegiate Endeavor (PACE) the Filipino-American Students Organization, the Asian American Political Alliance, and El Renacimiento, a Mexican American student organization, formed at San Francisco State University








Reparative Genealogy, Restorative Justice, and Resilience




















































A Note on Mental Health

















	Make peace with your past so it won’t screw up your present.

	What others think of you is none of your business.

	Time heals almost everything. Give it time.

	Don’t compare your life to others, and don’t judge them. You have no idea what their journey is all about.

	Stop thinking too much, it’s alright not to know all the answers. They will come to you when you least expect it.

	No one is in charge of your happiness except you.

	Smile. You don't own all the problems in the world.





	www.reparations4slavery.com/reparative-genealogy/

	Based on natural evolutionary relationship.

	Nia West-Bey, "Young Minds Matter: Historical and Cultural Trauma," 2019

	PTSS is shorthand for the complex matrix of cognitions, thoughts, and emotions that exist within the African American community, or even Black communities throughout the Diaspora that are rooted in slavery, or the oppressive history that the Black communities have experienced over time.






Starting Your Family History Search














	Start with yourself: Complete a pedigree chart (family tree) for yourself and family group record for your family.

	Write your own life story. This can be an impor- tant exercise as it may show you where the gaps are in your knowledge of some events—like how your ﬁrst day of kindergarten went.

	Carefully record your family stories. While they may not be completely factual, they will contain a good amount of useful information that can get you started on your research. Don’t assume you already know everything you need to know about your par-







	Uncover your family health history. Many diseases are genetic, so it’s important to know what may run in your family.

	If possible, go visit the places your ancestors lived. There may not be any building there anymore, but if you can, just stand in the places your ancestors stood and think about their lives. Use all of your senses to imagine the long-ago environment.

	Collect recipes from your older relatives. Many of those recipes have been handed down through generations. Discover the backstory.

	Visit a cemetery where your ancestors are buried. If you don’t live close to where your ancestors are buried, locate a Black cemetery in your hometown and plan a trip there. When you go, think about what their lives must have been like. If you live in a rural area, it is possible that the cemetery will be next to a Black church.

	Plan a family reunion. Ask other relatives to help. You could design a t-shirt with the family surnames. Set up some oral interviews and talk to people there.

	Search your home for clues. You know there are a stack of old photo albums at Granny’s house. These and old scrapbooks are treasure troves of





	Interview relatives, especially the elderly. Auntie Jewel and Uncle Jerome may have the wildest stories about Los Angeles in the 1980s. Bring out the old photo albums and page through them while you capture their stories on your phone.


We cannot stress enough how important it is for you to start with yourself and your immediate family. This is the foundation for everything else you will uncover.




















	You know what to look for.

	You know where to ﬁnd it.

	You know how to interpret what you ﬁnd.



















What Now? Activities, of course!
















#1 Re-create An Ancestor Photo












#2 Create a Photo Collage


































#3 Make a Home Movie









	[image: image]Film a Day-in-Your-Life





	Film another family member 	Ask a parent or sibling if you can spend some time recording them. What do they love to do and why?

	[image: image]What does their space in the house look like and why? What do they want you to ﬁlm and why?



	Film an Event








#4 Home Movie Night































#5 Learn A Family Recipe

















#6 Make a Digital Family Museum









































#7 Make a Virtual Tour of Your House (Please do not post it on social media)


























#8 Make a Digital Timeline





























#9 Write Your Autobiography



















#10 Make a podcast. For example, this could be the topic:






































#11 Make A Documentary About A Family Tradition

















#12 Make A Time Capsule
































#13 Send a Letter to Your Future Self











	1, 5, 10, or 25 years from now

	When you graduate from high school

	When you graduate from college

	When you buy your ﬁrst house

	When you have your ﬁrst child

	When you turn a certain age






























#14 Make Your Family Health Tree








































#15 Make An Audio Documentary





























#16 Place [Location] Stories




























#17 Create a Vision Board
































#18 StoryCorps App




















Family Interviews







	Make a list of people you want to interview. How are you related to them?

	Will this be a group interview or an individual interview? There are pros and cons to each method. In group interviews, it’s possible that what one person says will jog the memory of someone else and you get fuller, richer stories. In an individual interview, you can ask targeted questions that really get at the core of who that person is.

	Will you meet in person, on the phone, or via an online video platform—i.e., Facetime, Skype, Facebook, Microsoft teams, etc.

	Think through what it is you really want to learn about. And if you aren’t really sure, that’s okay. Think of your interviews as fact-gathering missions.

	Ask around and see if one of your older relatives has created a family tree or collected genealogical information for your family. That way, you can just continue the work that has already been started.



The Particulars

	Create a list of questions for each family member (see next page). You could have a standard list, or you could customize





	Make sure you schedule a time that is convenient for them—especially if you live in a diﬀerent time zone! BE VERY CLEAR about time zones!

	Send the questions in advance so the family member has time to recall their past. And if you don’t really know the family member well, it’s a good way to connect with them.

	Are you going to record your phone conversation or video meeting? Be sure to ask their permission ﬁrst as it can be illegal to record without consent.

	Don’t forget to ask about artifacts and memorabilia (family Bible, high school, and college yearbook, etc.) and photographs from the past. A lot of people still have boxes of old photos around the house. Ask if they can bring them to the meeting and talk about the photos. Then see if they will allow you to either have the photos or make copies.

	Oﬃcial documents like a birth certiﬁcate, marriage license, a DD214 (for members of the military), etc., are great primary sources. Collect and make copies of these items.

	Other documents like a newspaper article or an obituary, are great sources of information too!

	Remember that for many decades, the church (regardless of the denomination) was a very important part of most Black people’s lives. So don’t forget to stop by your family church and talk to the secretary to see if there might be church records you can analyze. Most churches will have annual lists of their members, and many create anniversary books that showcase various members as well. Church records, especially from the 1930s - 1990s are a treasure for Black genealogists.


























	Am I named after a family member? Who, and why?

	What holidayᴠtraditions did my grandparents celebrate as a child?

	What sorts of health issues run in our family?

	What do “Day of the Dead” celebrations look like in our family?

	Is the way I'm being raised diﬀerent from how my dad was raised?

	Does my family have a history of social justice activism?

	How did the LA race riot aﬀect my father in 1992?

	What types of thingsᴠevents did my great-grandfather have to endure in Iowa—being one of only a few Black people in his area?

	What was it like being an Afro-eruvian woman in Chincha?

	What was it like for the early generations of my family asBlack settlers in Canada’s Yukon territory?

	How did my relative’s participation Desert ShieldᴠDesert Storm impact my family and what does that mean to me today?

	What is the originof the surname on my maternal side?

	Why did my family emigrate from anama to Wyoming?

	How did the Vietnam War aﬀect children during the 1950s and until the end of the war?



	What was life like for my mom growing up as an Afro-Cuban woman in Havana?

	How did my granddaddy lose his leg? Was it health-related?

	Did anyone in our family ever start a business? What happened to it?

	Was anyone in our family ever the victim of violence? What happened?

	Why did my grandmama’s family choose to move to Chicago from Mississippi during the Great Migration?

	What was it like for great-grandaddy to live in New York City when Black people had more opportunity but still weren’t treated equally?

	There is a tradition to pass a family name down from father to son in each generation. How far back does that go?

	What was it like to travel during your childhood? Did your family have a “green book”?

	What was it like for great-grandmama and her family to live in the segregated South?

	Did anyone in our family write poetry?







Give Back To Your Community!




































Document Your Sources











What is a Primary Source?





















What is a Secondary Source?












Citing Sources






Sources Versus Citations ( Whaaat—they’ re not the same thing??)


























Unpublished Sources















Official Records























Free African American Online Resources













iners/genealogy.index.htm























-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-1938/about-this-collection/








































www.msa.maryland.gov/msa/stagser/s1400/s1411/html/instruct.html















www.slavevoyages.org































General Genealogy Sites










Familysearch.org/search/collection/igi









Heritagequestonline.com



























































Archive.org











libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger












you! familysearch.org/centers/locations





















Canada






Bac-lac.gc.ca











www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/mililtary-heritage/loyalists










Obituaries and Cemeteries








Interment.net






Billiongraves.com














The Caribbean

























































England & Wales





















Global Sites













Software Programs












Legacyfamilytree.com





Rootsmagic.com/try/rootsmagic
















Subscriber Sites





















DNA Test Sites




















DNA Information Sites



























A Note About DNA Tests


But first, the Micro Genetics Lesson
























[image: image]DNA Testing Basics




















	The "rungs" of the "ladder" are the DNA pairs. C always matches with G, and A always matches with T. The sides of the ladder are made of sugar and phosphate. They are held together by hydrogen






	If you are under 18, you must have your parent or guardian's permission to take a DNA test.

	The Tuskegee Experiment and Henrietta Lacks' story come to mind.

	Scientists have also been able to determine when European and African populations diverged—which basically means when Africans migrated from Africa to Europe.






Final Words of Wisdom


























	Honor your ancestors. They are the reason you are here. And if no one else ever tells you this, I, for one, am very happy that you are here. Because you are unique, and you were put on this Earth to do something great. Let your genealogical research help you ﬁnd both your heritage and your destiny, which is the divine work that you were born to do.

	Always be thinking about what you want your descendants to know or remember about you.

	Spell genealogy correctly...just sayin’...

	HAVE FUN!








Glossary




































































Family Heritage Sheets - Parent 1

























































































































































































































































































































Family Heritage Sheets- Parent 2
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Maybe you can't be 100% proud of everyone In your family,
and that's okay. But I bet there is atleast one ancestor in your
tree that you can look. up to. Your mission: find that ancestor!

Only you can choose your funre. Geneelogy wil help you
understand your past o that you can make good choices in

the present for a successful future
You can do this!

And remember, it matters!
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BLACK WOMAN

Author-activist  foni Cade Bambara attended the 1383 National Black
Storytellers Conferenceat Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn, New York,
where she procaimed, 1 know we must reclaim those bones in the
Aflanic Ocean. Do jou know there is not aplaque or memorial, a day,
an hour that is erected in memory of those 100 milion bodies in the
bellows deep?”

Her words inspired the creation of the ceremonial remembrance now
kmown as the Tribute to the Ancestors of the Middle Passage. While the
first such offial ceremony was held at Coney Island, New York: City,
in November 1989, these tibutes have since spread all over the county,
usually near abody of water. Generally, a libation !is poured fust, then
remarks are given by various community members, faith leaders,  and
politicians, then dumming and dancing, After that, the participants walk
10 the beach where they lay flowers a the suf’s edge where many of our
ancestors were lost (usually in) the Atlantic Ocean. These twibutes serve
to empower and uplif, because the participants recognize the sactiices
of the many people who came before
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