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A sweeping, deeply human tale of courage, loss, and awakening in the crucible of China's darkest hour, the war of resistance against the Japanese.


	Bismarck



In May 1941 the most powerful battleship ever launched by Germany is hunted across the Atlantic, shattered in battle, and dragged toward her fate.


	HMS Warspite



A story is told through the eyes of those that served in one of the most distinguished battleship in history, serving with distinction in both World Wars across nearly every major naval theatre.  


	Liberty's Flame
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  Fields of Liberty
A farmer turned fighter, drawn into the brutal Southern Campaign of the American Revolution, a vivid tale of war, loss, and the quiet courage required to endure—for freedom.


  HMS Ark Royal

A newly minted officer comes of age aboard one of Britains most famous aircraft carriers during the dark days of the second world war. From the hunt for Bismarck to Malta convoys and Mediterranean battles through to the bitter end.

  The Last Light of Byzantium

As Ottoman cannons shatter the walls of Constantinople, a young father is forced to fight for a dying empire—and for his family’s survival.

  The Last Walls of Christendom

Christian knights defend Vienna from the Ottoman siege of 1683, facing hunger, doubt, and death as faith and endurance are tested in the war that would shape Europe.

  The Last Shield of England

From Stamford Bridge to Hastings, one thane fights as kings fall and England burns, torn between honour, survival, and a shattered crown.





The Last Shield of England

The Last Shield of England follows Ælfgar, an aging but formidable English thane, through the final, fateful weeks of Anglo-Saxon England in 1066.

Fresh from the brutal victory at Stamford Bridge against the invading Norse king Harald Hardrada, Ælfgar and his son march south with King Harold Godwinson to face a new and greater threat—William of Normandy. Exhausted but loyal, Ælfgar stands in the shield wall atop Senlac Hill at the Battle of Hastings, where the fate of England is decided in blood and fire.

As Norman cavalry crash against the English line and arrows darken the sky, Ælfgar witnesses the unravelling of everything he has sworn to defend. When King Harold falls and the royal banner collapses, the old order dies with him. Wounded and grieving, Ælfgar must lead his surviving son through the chaos of defeat and into an uncertain future under Norman rule.

The novel is a sweeping, emotional tale of loyalty, fatherhood, loss, and endurance. Through Ælfgar’s eyes, readers experience the pride of the shield wall, the terror of cavalry charges, and the heartbreak of a nation conquered. It is the story not only of a warrior, but of a land at the turning of an age—and of one man determined to remain England’s last shield.
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Dedication
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For those who stood when the sky darkened,

who held the shield though the line was breaking,

and who carried the memory of a fallen king in their hearts.

For the forgotten thanes of England—

and for every father who fights not for glory,

but for home.

The Last Shield of England

––––––––
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Chapter I: The Gathering Storm
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The wind curled low across the Northumbrian hills, biting and restless, as if it too had caught the scent of the coming battle. Autumn had come early, cruel and cold, sweeping across the land with whispers of death and fate. On the broad fields below the village of Ebbanwyrth, the harvest lay half reaped, golden stalks of barley swaying in protest as the boots of men trampled through them, their iron helms catching the fading light.

Ælfgar of Wessex stood at the edge of the field, sword sheathed at his side, eyes fixed toward the north. He was a thane, bound to King Harold by oath and blood, descended from warriors who had fought beside Alfred the Great, and now it was his turn to bear the shield again.

His face was weathered from years spent in service and the stubborn winds of the English coasts. His hair, once the colour of rich chestnut, had grown streaked with grey, though his strength had not waned. He had fought Welsh raiders in the border hills, driven off Norse pirates along the Humber, and served with honour among the king’s huscarls—those mailed professionals who formed the iron heart of England’s armies—before earning his own lands to the south of York.

Now, smoke signals rose on the horizon. Not the thin, steady columns of hearth fires—but sharp, urgent plumes from beacon hills. The Norse had come. Again.

Word had ridden fast along the Great North Road and the old Roman ways: Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, had entered the Humber with a great fleet. Villages along the coast burned. The earls Edwin and Morcar had marched against him—and been thrown back at Fulford Gate. York lay exposed, saved only by promising hostages.

Behind Ælfgar, the fyrd assembled in uneven ranks across the trampled barley. They were farmers and millers, swineherds and smiths, summoned by horn and oath. Each man bore what he could: ash-wood spear, round shield painted in fading colours, the occasional axe passed down from father to son. A few wore mail shirts stiff with rust; most wore only thick wool and courage.

Closer to the river crossing stood the better-equipped thegns and their retainers—men with conical helms and nasal guards, kite shields of linden wood rimmed in iron, long Danish axes resting against their shoulders. These would form the spine of the shield wall. The fyrd would anchor the flanks, bracing their shields edge to edge, trusting in the old formation that had broken so many foes before.

Ælfgar studied them with a practiced eye. The line would hold, if it held at all, by discipline—not fury. Too many young men gripped their spears as if already thrusting at ghosts. Too many older men stared northward in silence, knowing the Norse did not come to raid and depart. They came for crowns.

Behind him, his son Leofric approached, scarcely more than a boy of seventeen winters, his chainmail still too loose across
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