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Introduction

Many are the reasons for renovating a home—for instance, the need for improving functionality and comfort, increasing the floor area, or investing to add value to a property. Opening up cramped living spaces can do wonders by freeing up space, allowing more natural light in, and promoting interaction among family members. Open plan houses are homes made for entertaining.

What first comes to mind when we think of open plan homes is the kitchen. The kitchen has gone from being tucked into a separate room in a traditional house layout to being the heart of a household, where the cook can interact with others in other parts of the living area. Based on these premises, opening up the kitchen to other parts of the house is in most cases a project so much more complex than the mere upgrade of cabinetry and appliances. Still, the appeal is too tantalizing to let the opportunity pass.

The wall-free configuration as we see it now is reminiscent of the post-and-beam house that started to appear in the 1950s but didn’t become popular until well into the 1960s and even the 1970s. Their unobstructed common spaces, progressing from entry, living, dining, kitchen, and patio areas, reflected a cultural and social change. These much-sought-after homes appeal to contemporary generations in search of a lifestyle change. Looking to downsize from overbuilt single-family dwellings or to avoid overcompartmentalized houses, these generations favor simple and efficient homes connected with the great outdoors. At a time when clean, open, warmer-than-minimalist spaces appeal to homebuyers of different generations, architects and designers are trying to find ways to incorporate mid-century elements into their designs.

This book features a collection of compelling house-remodel projects. The homeowners had a common request: open rooms to each other and to the outdoors. Beginning with an overview of the existing conditions, the architects and designers involved in these projects share their experiences to point out the challenges they faced, including code issues, communication, structural upgrading, and integration of old and new, among many others. They also express their and their clients’ satisfaction over the work achieved, which most certainly meant a significant increase in property value.
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DIGBY STREET RESIDENCE

2,505 sq. ft.

San Francisco, California, United States

 

ROSSINGTON ARCHITECTURE

Photos © Rien van Rijthoven, Phil Rossington
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Project team: Phil Rossington, Principal
Jackie McKay Detamore

www.rossingtonarchitecture.com

      >   OPEN UP THE KITCHEN TO THE LIVING AND DINING ROOMS, BUT ALSO OFFER THE POSSIBILITY TO CLOSE IT OFF FOR MORE FORMAL GATHERINGS

      >   RELOCATE A LARGE CLOSET THAT BLOCKED VIEWS

      >   MODERNIZE A STYLISTICALLY OUTDATED MID-CENTURY HOME



WITH A SWEEPING VIEW OF THE SAN FRANCISCO SKYLINE, THIS HOUSE STARTED OUT WITH AN UPPER HAND. THE ORIGINAL HOUSE WAS BUILT BY THE CLIENT’S FATHER—IT WAS STRUCTURALLY SOUND BUT WAS OUTDATED AND NEEDED SOME SERIOUS LAYOUT HELP.




“We tend to follow trends as designers, and this lemminglike mentality is banal and not conducive to creating good design. To understand the wants and needs of a client who can’t necessarily articulate them is the challenge that all of us must contend with. In this case, the clients vocalized that they wanted an old-fashioned closed-off kitchen, but at the same time, they really liked leaving the doors open and getting peeks of the view to downtown San Francisco.

To allow the kitchen to be open to the public portions of the house yet be able to close it off at times was the crux of this particular problem. The way most of us live these days, when we have guests over, we tend to be less formal and visitors congregate in and around the kitchen, hanging out with drinks or helping out with preparation. It’s wonderful when the occasion permits, but when a more formal event is desired, this format can be much too casual for some.

Our solution consisted in flipping the floor plan, allowing the kitchen to open up to the hallway, visually expanding the space, and creating barheight seating for larger gatherings. The kitchen is open to the hall and dining room, but can be closed off via pocket doors that hide away into the walls. Part of the project was relocating a large closet at the end of the stair that blocked views from the hallway. This move and removing the barrier between the kitchen and the dining room gives the entire floor full access to the expansive views.

The overall resolution makes a gesture toward the house’s DNA while allowing the owners to use it in a way that is flexible and functional and truly takes advantage of its spectacular site.”
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New floor plan



	A.

	Entry




	B.

	Garage




	C.

	Kitchen




	D.

	Dining area




	E.

	Living area




	F.

	Bathroom




	G.

	Closet




	H.

	Guest bedroom
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Existing floor plan



	A.

	Entry




	B.

	Garage




	C.

	Kitchen




	D.

	Dining area




	E.

	Living area




	F.

	Bathroom




	G.

	Closet




	H.

	Guest bedroom





The kitchen was closed off from the rest of the house and the view—it was large and included an eat-in area, but it was not efficient in its layout. The owners wanted it to be more conducive to both of them working in the space without wasting square footage, which the original one was guilty of.
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The sliding doors glide along a track hung from the ceiling, allowing the corner to disappear and the views to be unobstructed. The counter drifts like a ribbon, flowing up and over the various cabinets and splitting where necessary, only to come together again at the end.
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Materials are purposefully warm and welcoming, with a nod to midcentury sensibilities—not overly hard edged, but comfortable.
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Credits

Architect: Rossington Architecture
www.rossingtonarchitecture.com

Color consultant: Gale Melton Design
www.galemelton.com

General contractor:
Bradford Construction
www.bradford-construction.com

Structural engineer:
SEMCO Engineering

Appliances and Materials

Appliances: Bosch dishwasher, Thermador microwave, oven, and range, Faber range hood

Bathroom plumbing fittings: Lacava, Hansgrohe, Toto, Grohe, MTI, Geberit, Americh

Cabinets: Cabinet Craftsmen

Countertops: Caesarstone and Cambria

Fireplace: Majestic

Flooring: Stained ipe

Kitchen plumbing fittings: Hansgrohe, Franke

Paints and stains: Benjamin Moore, "Aura"

Sliding patio doors: Fleetwood

Skylights: Velux

Windows: Ventana
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CHAMFER HOUSE

2,906 sq. ft.

Mornington Peninsula, Victoria, Australia

 

MIHALY SLOCOMBE ARCHITECTS

Photos © Andrew Latreille
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Project team: Warwick Mihaly, Erica Slocombe, Jake Taylor

www.mihalyslocombe.com.au

      >   RECONFIGURE THE LIVING AND SLEEPING AREAS TO BETTER CONNECT THEM WITH THE GARDEN

      >   TURN THE EXISTING HOUSE INTO A RELAXED FAMILY HOME SUITABLE FOR ENTERTAINING FAMILY AND FRIENDS, WITH ZONED AREAS FOR LIVING AND WORKING

      >   MODERNIZE THE INTERNAL FIT-OUT OF THE HOUSE TO SHARPEN UP THE OVERALL FEEL, WHILE PRESERVING ALL ORIGINAL STRUCTURAL FEATURES



CHAMFER HOUSE REVISITS A POST-AND-BEAM DWELLING ORIGINALLY DESIGNED IN 1977 BY KEVIN BORLAND.




“Our clients—a couple with two high-school-age daughters—purchased the house in early 2011. They loved its unique character and wanted to preserve it as much as possible, but also recognized the need to renovate it to suit their family and lifestyle.

The house was typical of Borland’s late residential style, often referred to as romantic rationalism: post-and-beam construction, timber linings, a strict 5 meters × 5 meters grid—or approximately 16 feet × 16 feet—and loose triangular geometry.

Shortly after moving in, the owners approached us. They wanted to update the house, but they also wanted to protect the timber ceilings, the exposed Oregon timber, and the finger-jointed window frames they loved.

From a design point of view, coming to understand Borland’s approach to architecture, and then adapting our own design process to his philosophy was an exciting challenge that appeared at the beginning of the project.

The builders of Basis Builders would say, however, that renovating a house so carefully was the biggest challenge. They constantly had to interact their perfectly straight and true work with warped timbers and angled walls! We collaborated substantially with them during construction to devise details that would overcome each of these issues whenever we encountered them. Our intervention assumed a strategy of sensitive infiltration. We touched every room, some more heavily than others, yet retained the house’s core personality. We unkinked the plan, pulled back a touch on the 1970s psychedelics.

Revisiting the house since our clients moved back in has revealed to us how well the home now merges with their lifestyle. It was immensely rewarding to see how well the house supported their daily activities.”
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The scale and the modular grid are an extension of the deep humanity of Borland’s work: the plan is aligned to the view, the sun, and the garden; rooms are sized to suit the dimensions of living, while triangular pockets provide looseness and intimacy.

[image: image]

A key strategy was to ensure that each living space and bedroom had direct access to an outdoor area—the main living room spills out onto the balcony, the kids’ living room opens into the pool enclosure, and the bedrooms all have doors onto the back garden.
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Diagrams of chamfer interpretation
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Existing second floor plan
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New second floor plan
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Existing ground floor plan
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New ground floor plan

The architects created a rational spatial sequence with an exploded interpretation of the chamfer, which is a device used regularly by Borland. However, the original house showed this design gesture only in plan. They developed it into a three-dimensional form that operates from the macro scale to the micro scale.
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The original exposed Oregon timber ceiling emphasizes the open character of the house interior, providing it with a sense of continuity.
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Chamfer House adheres strictly to the original grid. The trimming and extending of corners deliberately interrupt the grid, splitting circulation paths, and creating visual tension through a sequence of narrowing and widening sight lines.
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Family life radiates from the kitchen, which straddles a full grid segment at the heart of the house, between the two living rooms.
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A key part of Mihaly Slocombe’s planning strategy was to locate both the adults’ and kids’ living rooms upstairs. This enabled the two living areas to flow into one another when needed, or be shut off with a big pivoting wall panel otherwise. It also assisted in climatic zoning of the house, with the warmer living rooms and the cooler bedrooms each grouped together.
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The floor-to-ceiling windows and glass doors allow for the interior spaces to be as much part of the exterior as the landscape to be part of the interior.
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The faceted balcony soffit framing the view from the master bedroom is one example of the diamond and star geometries, the angling and chamfering of spaces that characterized Borland’s architecture.
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Credits

Architect:
Mihaly Slocombe Architects
www.mihalyslocombe.com.au

General contractor: Basis Builders
www.basisbuilders.com.au

Land surveyor: Dickson Hearn
www.dicksonhearn.com.au

Quantity surveyor:
Jonnar Consulting Services
www.truelocal.com.au

Structural Engineer: ZS Consulting
www.zsconsulting.com.au

Appliances and Materials

Appliances: Miele electric ovens, Miele induction cooktop, Miele integrated range hood, Miele dishwasher, Fisher & Paykel inverted refrigerator

Ceilings: Silvertop ash shiplapped timber

Flooring: Honed bluestone tile, Hycraft Carramar 4 mm carpet, spotted-gum timber decking

Joinery: Burnished-concrete benchtops, blackwood timber benchtops, spotted-gum timber veneer, two pack paint, mild steel fireplace, and range hood canopy

Walls: Cedar shiplapped timber, plasterboard, pressed edge tiles, Barestone compressed cellulose-reinforced sheet

Windows: Victorian ash timber frames, Thermotech double glazing with EnergyTech low-e film

Screens: Spotted-gum timber battens
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CASTANO RESIDENCE

2,200 sq. ft.

Alamo Heights, Texas, United States

 

CRAIG McMAHON ARCHITECTS

Photos © Craig McMahon AIA, Dror Baldinger, Mark Menjivar
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Project team: Craig McMahon, AIA

www.cmarchtx.com

      >   CREATE COMPACT OPEN HOME WITH INTERCONNECTED OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

      >   GIVE OUTSIDE SPACES AS MUCH DESIGN ATTENTION AS INDOOR SPACES

      >   STAY AWAY FROM THE OVERBUILDING DESIGN PROTOTYPE



A NONDESCRIPT 1950s CONCRETE HOUSE ON A QUIET TREE-LINED STREET OFFERED THE RIGHT PROPORTIONS AND QUALITIES FOR CONTEMPORARY COMPACT LIVING. AN ARCHITECT TRANSFORMED THE TWO-BEDROOM STRUCTURE INTO A MODERN HOME FOR HIS FAMILY.




“We purchased this property mainly for a downsizing experiment as older children were off at school. But also we wanted to look at it as a design/build opportunity to explore a different way of living on the smaller 50-footwide lots found in the area. We were kind of frustrated with overbuilt newer homes on similar properties, so the design goal was to create a compact open home with interconnected outdoor living spaces to show how a family can comfortably live on a tight site without sacrificing space or comfort.

The existing two-bedroom, one-bathroom, single-story home sat on a highly sought-after street in an upscale neighborhood and included mature oak trees and impressive 20-foot-tall bamboo trees. We had recently sold our larger home in the same neighborhood, and we were set out to research what potential this home held for this new living paradigm.

We wanted to see what could happen if we built an open, single-story home similar to the nearby Texas
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Kevin Borland Mihaly Slocombe
1977 2015
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