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The morning sun streamed through the stained-glass 
windows of First Baptist Church, painting colorful patterns 
across the wooden pews. Nine-year-old Sam Miller fidgeted 
in his seat, his blue tie feeling uncomfortably tight around 
his neck. His mom had insisted on the tie today, even though￼ 
most Sundays he 
could get away with 
just a button-up 
shirt.
"Sit still, Sam," his 
mother whispered, 
gently placing her 
hand on his knee to 
stop his bouncing 
leg.
Sam tried his best 
to focus on Pastor 
James, who stood 
at the pulpit with 
his Bible open. 
Pastor James had 
kind eyes and a 
deep voice that 
could fill the entire 
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sanctuary without a microphone. Today, he was talking 
about something called the "Great Commission."
"'Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age,'" Pastor James read from Matthew 28:19-20.
Sam had heard this verse before in Sunday School, but he 
wasn't entirely sure what it meant to "make disciples of all 
nations." He knew that Jesus had told His followers to tell 
everyone about Him, but the world was a really big place. 
How could people tell everyone?
After the sermon, Sam followed his parents to the fellowship 
hall for coffee hour. The adults sipped coffee while kids ran 
around with donut-glazed fingers. Sam spotted his friend 
Tyler by the cookie table and hurried over.
"Did you understand what Pastor James was talking about?" 
Sam asked, reaching for a chocolate chip cookie.
Tyler shrugged. "Something about missions, I think."
Before Sam could reply, Pastor James tapped on a 
microphone at the front of the room. Everyone quieted 
down.


"Brothers and sisters in Christ," Pastor James began with a 
smile that creased the corners of his eyes, "I have an exciting 
announcement to make. After much prayer and 
consideration, our missions committee has decided to 
partner with Global Hope Ministries to sponsor a child in the 
Philippines."
A murmur of approval rippled through the congregation. 
Sam's mom squeezed his dad's hand.
"Her name is Maria," Pastor James continued, nodding to 
someone at the back of the room. Mrs. Jenkins, who taught 
the third-grade Sunday School class that Sam attended, 
walked forward holding a large poster board. On it was the 
photograph of a little girl with dark hair and bright eyes. She 
was smiling shyly at the camera.
"Maria is eight years old and lives in a small village outside 
Manila with her mother and two younger brothers," Pastor 
James explained. "Her father passed away last year, and her 
mother struggles to provide for the family. Through our 
sponsorship, Maria will receive education, food, healthcare, 
and most importantly, she'll learn about Jesus Christ."
Sam studied the girl's face. She didn't look that different 
from the girls in his class at school, except her clothes were 
simpler and she was barefoot in the picture.
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Chapter 1

The Sunday Surprise

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,”

— Matthew 28:19 (NASB 1995)
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