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			Adult likeness of Charles Langlade, as illustrated in the “Wisconsin State Journal” (Saturday, June 26th, 1976 edition).
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			“A county of Wisconsin bears (Charles de) Langlade’s name and he has been called the father of the state. He was not, however, a commonwealth builder, in the sense that the term is applied to the Pilgrim Fathers or the men of a generation that followed Langlade, who organized the forces of civilization in the Western states; he was a woodsman, half trader, half soldier. [...] He was honest, at a time when honest men were exceedingly rare in the service of New France (Canada + Louisiana), and throughout his career he was esteemed for his integrity by all who had relations with him.”

			“Parkman Club Publications”, 
Montgomery E. McIntosh (1896).

			“The brilliant service and the utter obscurity of this man (Charles Langlade) cause one to almost despair of history.”

			“History of Wisconsin Under the Dominion of France”, Stephen Southric Hebberd (1890).

			“For length and variety of service, and for successful leadership of Indians in war, America has never known the equal of Charles de Langlade.”

			“The Northwest Under Three Flags, 1635 – 1796”, Charles Moore (1900).

			“(Charles) Langlade was mild and patient (…) He knew how to inspire at once the affection and the respect of his acquaintances. His integrity was proverbial (…).”

			“Memoir of Charles de Langlade”, Joseph Tasse, Esq. (1855).
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			Introductory Notes by the Compiler & Editor

			“Auke-wingeke-tawso, or, ‘Defender of His Country’: The Circumstances & Services of Charles Michel de Langlade (1729 – 1800), A.K.A., ‘The Bravest of the Brave’ Through the French-Indian & American Revolutionary War Periods” was written over the course of nearly three years. This process was further complicated by the sheer number of incorrect spellings of Charles Langlade’s name (particularly his last) which the compiler of this work encountered while conducting research. Among them; “L’anglade”; “L’englade”; “Longlade”; “Langdale”; “Langlead”; “Langlad”; “Langlake”; “Langland”; and “Langloid”, with the compiler of this work additionally noting at least one occasion when Charles Langlade was confused with a French-Canadian officer named “de Langy”, who was stationed in North America during the 1750s.

			Every work listed in the “Bibliography” provided valuable information, no matter how brief or seemingly inconsequential independently, while most notable persons in this work, at their first introduction by the compiler and editor himself, are accompanied by their exact or approximate birth and death date, if such information could be found. Additionally, words or sentences contained within crescent parentheses/brackets in reproduced documents are original to the document, while squared parentheses/brackets are inserted by the compiler, often enclosing a correction, additional information, potentially offensive language, or three periods — which indicates that unneeded or unrelated text was omitted.

			Now, without further ado, the compiler of this work would like to conclude by bidding you, the reader, thanks, for having read thus far, and hopes that the rest of this work will prove worthy your time.

			Your most humble and obedient servant,

			Cody Cole.

			September 22nd, 2023.

			P.S., Upon a last minute inclination, the compiler of this work would additionally like to apologize in advance of any possible errors or misrepresentation (no matter how small) which may, inadvertently, be contained within this work. It was in no way the compiler’s desire to deliberately mislead and he hopes that any such errors or misrepresentations in this book (should they exist) will not detract from your overall appreciation of this work, detailing the very real, unique and varied life of Charles Langlade, and the turbulent times during which he lived, for it is the compiler’s most ardent desire that, above all else, and if nothing else, that this work will serve to foster an appreciation of history in those whom the subject is of minimal interest and foster a deeper appreciation in those already obsessed.

			Thank you again for having read thus far, and please forgive me for having been indeed exposed a liar in this late addition to the introduction of this work, as in the previous letter that constitutes in it, I concluded with, “Now, without further ado”, but now, well... I have “furthered your ado”, as it were. 

			C.C.

			September 29th, 2024.

			Coboconk, The Kawartha Lakes, Ontario, Canada.

		

	
		
			Prologue

			As Washington Irving observed in his ‘Astoria; Or, Anecdotes of an Enterprise Beyond the Rocky Mountains’ (1882), “Two leading objects of commercial gain [gave] birth to wide and daring enterprise[s] in the early history of the Americas; the precious metals of the south, and the rich peltries of the north. While the fiery and magnificent Spaniard, inflamed with the mania for gold, ha[d] extended his discoveries and conquests over those brilliant countries scorched by the ardent sun of the tropics, the adroit and buoyant Frenchman, and the cool and calculating Brition, […] pursued the less splendid, but no less lucrative, traffic in furs amidst the hyperborean [wooded] regions of the Canadas, until they ha[d] advanced even within the arctic circle.”

			Indeed, “It was the fur trade, in fact, which gave early sustenance and vitality to the great Canadian provinces”, asserts Irving, who goes on to note that, “a new and anomalous class of men gradually grew out of this trade. These were called [the] ‘Coureurs des [or ‘de’] bois’, rangers [or ‘runners’] of the woods; originally men who had accompanied the Indians in their hunting expeditions, and made themselves acquainted with remote tracts and tribes; and who now became, as it were, ‘pedlars of the wilderness’. These men would set out from Montreal with canoes well-stocked with goods, with arms and ammunition, and would make their way up the mazy and wandering rivers that interlace the vast forests of the Canadas, costing the most remote lakes, and creating new wants and habitudes among the Natives. Sometimes they sojourned for months among them, assimilating to their tastes and habits with the happy facility of Frenchmen; adopting in some degree the Indian dress, and not unfrequently taking to themselves Indian wives”, with any offspring they may have, in turn, referred to as “Bois brulés” (‘charred’ or ‘burnt’ wood), or, more popularly, the “Métis”.
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			From “Harper’s Encyclopedia of the United States” (19th century; various editions).

		

	
		
			Chapter I

			1668 – 1753: The Ancestral History of Charles Michel de Langlade; His Birth; Early Life and Career.

			Charles Langlade’s origins can be traced to the Castelsarrasin commune community, located in the Occitanie region of Southwest France, an area which had suffered greatly during the Hundred Years’ War (1337 – 1453), between France and England, and the French Wars of Religion (1562 – 1598 and 1621 – 29), between the Catholics and Protestants. Situated in a fertile plain approximately 34 miles (55 km) Northwest of the city of Toulouse and one mile from the banks of the Garonne River, it was here, in approximately 1639, that Charles Langlade’s great grandfather, Pierre Mouet de Maras, was born. Of noble birth, as a young man, attaining the rank of ensign, he joined the Carignan-Saliéres Regiment and was soon en-route to North America.

			The Carignan-Saliéres Regiment was the first regiment of regular troops ever sent to the “New World” of North America by the French. Raised in Savoy, Italy, by Thomas Francis, the 1st Prince of Carignan (1596 – 1656) in 1644, eight years later, it served with distinction under the great French general, Louis II de Bourbon, the Prince of Condé (1621 – 86) during the Fronde Rebellion (1648 – 53). Following the Treaty of the Pyrenees (November, 1659), unable to maintain the regiment himself, the Prince of Condé, in a word, “donated” it to the King Louis XIV (1638 – 1715), “The Sun King” of France, under whom, it was incorporated into the French army.

			Five years later, the regiment won further distinction in the Austro-Turkish War (1663-64), in which most of central Europe allied against the Ottoman Empire, after which, in 1665, it was dispatched to North America, under the command of Colonel Henri de Chastelard de Salières (1602 – 80), from which the regiment would derive the latter half of its name.

			Along with the regiment came Alexandre de Prouville, Marquis de Tracy (circa. 1600 – 70), a nobleman, whom King Louis XIV had appointed “Viceroy of America”, and instructed to proceed to Canada, where, with the aid of the Carignan-Saliéres Regiment, he was to put a stop to the Iroquois raids on New France (Canada + the Mississippi) and to establish unity in the colony’s administration, which was to be helmed by Daniel Remy, Sieur de Courcelles (1626 – 98), whom was to serve as the colony’s new Governor General, replacing Augustin de Saffray, Sieur de Mesy (1598 – 1666), while Jean Talon was appointed the colony’s Intendent.

			On the 19th of June, 1665, four companies of the Carignan-Saliéres Regiment arrived at Quebec, ahead of the Marquis de Tracy, whom arrived eleven days later with four others, in addition to a number of dedicated colonists, marriageable women, artisans and domestic animals, with the remainder of the vessels carrying the Carignan-Saliéres Regiment, as well as new Governor General, de Courcelles, and Intendant, Talon, arriving at Quebec between September 12th and 14th. In total, the regiment consisted of approximately two thousand to twenty-two hundred men, with most of its officers and many of its troops having been from wealthy and/or noble families of France, among them, Charles Langlade’s ancestor.

			The most pressing issue to be addressed by the newly arrived government and army remained the raids of the Iroquois. As the latter’s main incursion route was the Richelieu River, before the year 1665 was over, the French had constructed three forts along said river; one at Sorel, near the mouth of the Richelieu; a second just below the Chambly Rapids; and a third just above the rapids, while an addition fort was constructed along the St. Lawrence River, between the mouth of the Richelieu and Montreal Island.

			Subsequently, service-expired officers and troops were gifted grants for land and financial compensation to build homes and clear land for cultivation, a colonial-encouragement measure which indeed encouraged many to settle down and stay in Canada, one such being, Pierre Mouet de Maras, whom, by the 1670s, had married a Canadian woman by the name of Marie Teupin, and afterwards, settling at Trois Rivierés — an administrative region outside Quebec, dedicated the remainder of his life helping to raise a family of seven sons; Pierre; Jacques; Réné; Louis; Michel; Joseph; Marie; and two daughters; Madeleine and Thérèsa. The eldest son, born in 1669, and named after his father, was also an ensign in the army, and later married Elizabeth Jutras, with whom he would have eight children; Marie; Francoise; Marie-Josette; Jean-Baptiste; Marie-Marguerite; Didace; Isabelle; and Augustin.

			As was common practice at the time, Pierre Mouet (the younger) elected to bestow an ancestral surname upon his son, Augustin. In this case, he chose “de Langlade”, which, although as of yet unknown in North America, already carried considerable prestige in France — two de Langlades, Raymond Girard (circa. 1540 – 1600), and later, his grandson, Jean Girard (circa. 1580 – 1650), having served as Mayor of Périgueux (from 1592 – 95 and in 1647, respectively). Both had resided in the Château de la Chalupie, outside Eyliac, France.

			Augustin Mouet de Moras, Sieur de Langlade, better known simply as Augustin de Langlade, was born at Trois Riviéres, in September, 1703, to Pierre Mouet (the younger) and Elizabeth Jutras, and while still a youth, became involved in the flourishing fur trade, which brought him into favorable contact with many local Indigenous First Nations. Through these associations, by 1727, he had met and married Domitilde (circa. 1692 – 1782), the widow of Daniel Villeneuve (married 1712; died 1724) and the elder sister of Nissowaquet (circa. 1715 – 97), known to the French as “La Fourche” (“The Fork”), the influential King (or Chief) of the Ottawa Nation. From this marriage was born several children. The eldest, a daughter named Agate, was born approximately 1722. She was followed by a son, baptized on the 9th of May 1729, and named Charles Michel Mouet de Moras de Langlade. 

			As a youth, Charles received a dual education, from both the French Jesuit missionaries, namely Father Pierre du Jaunay (1705 – 80), for years based in Michilimackinac, who taught him French, reading and writing, while the extended Indigenous side of his family taught him the language, customs and traditions of the Ottawa people, and in the company of whom, the young Langlade would partake in his first military campaign.

			All accounts of Langlade’s life and career concur that it was while he was still a youth when he first experienced the trials and tribulations of a military expedition, however few agree on his approximate age at the time at the time — although all agree he was no more than ten or eleven years old at the most. This uncertainty is compounded by the fact that the year of Langlade’s birth itself is subject to debate, as while it is a fact that he was baptized on May 9th, 1729, no record of his birth, specifically, is known, and baring that in mind, his grandson, Augustin Grignon (1780 – 1860), who knew an elderly Charles Langlade as a pre-teen in the mid-to-late 1790s, and who later provided the material for the first work vaguely detailing Langlade’s life and career, titled “Seventy-Two Years’ Recollections of Wisconsin” (1857),” casually asserts that his ancestor was born in 1724 and was subsequently ten years old at the time of his first military venture, the circumstances of which he recalled thus:

			“[…] When he [Langlade] was ten years of age, the Ottawas were engaged in a war against some allied tribe of the English, who aided to interrupt the French communication with Louisiana […]. This village was located on a prairie, protected by such defenses as Indians were able to make; and twice had the Ottawas attacked the place, and twice been discomfited. When urged by the French Commandant […] to make a third attempt upon the enemy’s stronghold, they declined; but at length King Nis-so-wa-quet and his brothers, prompted by some superstitious dream, whim, or prestige, said they would again make the trial, provided, they could be accompanied by their young nephew, Charles de Langlade, and would go on no other condition. The [French] Commandant went to the Sieur Augustin de Langlade, and made known the requirements of the chiefs; and, surprised at the request for such a mere lad to accompany them, and thinking perhaps it was a plan which the youth had formed, and had desired his uncles to put into effect, M. [Augustin] de Langlade went to his son and asked him concerning the matter, when Charles frankly assured his father that it was no plan or wish of his. “Well,” said the father, “you must go with your uncles; but never let me hear of your showing any marks of cowardice.” Reaching the place, young Charles and some other lads, also taken along, were placed in the rear, in full view, but out of danger of the attack, which was soon made; and after a severe assault, the place was taken. Viewing the conflict, Charles used to relate to me, in his old age, that it then seemed like a ball [game] to him. Ever after, when the Ottawas went on war expeditions, they were invariably accompanied by young Charles de Langlade.”

			Under the presumption that Charles Langlade was born in 1724 as his grandson, Augustin Grignon, contended, the following document from 1733 relates a renewed Franco-Indigenous military expedition against the Foxes (or “Renards”) and their then allies, the Sauk (or “Saki”), which bares much similarity to the events in which Grignon spoke of his grandfather partaking, and it is worth noting that, at the time of this event, Langlade would have been nine years of age (once again presuming he was born in 1724, as opposed to ‘29), much to the credit of Grignon’s recollections, recorded one hundred and twenty four years later:

			“Quebec, November 11th, 1733.

			Monsiegneur — Monsieur de Beauharnois had the honor by his letter of the first of July last to inform you of the orders that he had given to the Sieur De Villiers whom he had sent back as Commandant at La Baye, and of the manner in which was to act regarding the Renards [Foxes]. The result has not fulfilled our expectations.

			The Sieur de Villers, the younger, an Ensign in the troops, who has succeeded to the Command of that post through the death of his Father, has sent one of his brothers [likely Louis Coulon de Villiers] and the Sieur Douville with letters giving us the particulars of what happened in the month of September last at the Post of La Baye.

			Monsieur De Villiers, the Commandant of that Post arrived there on the 16th of the said month of September alone in his canoe. He had left at a distance of half a League from there the Sieur De Repentigny, a Lieutenant, who was Commandant at Missilimakinac, together with 200 [Indigenous warriors]; Outawacs [Ottawa], Folles Avoines, and Sauteux, and about 60 French. The Sieur De Villiers had given him orders to be ready to march as soon as he heard the signal of 3 gun-shots and he had also detached his son, the Ensign, with 10 Frenchmen and 50 [Indigenous warriors] to the Petit Cacalin [later known as “Little Kaukauna”, Brown County, Wisconsin, approximately ten miles above the modern-day city of Green Bay], a passage by which the Renards might escape.

			When Monsieur De Villiers arrived at the French fort, he at once sent for the Saki [Sauk] Chiefs to inform them of their father’s Intentions. The chiefs came to him and he explained to them that their father had granted the remnant of the Renards who were with them, their lives; but on the condition that they should submit to his orders and go to Montreal. After a council which lasted some time, as the Sakis Chiefs gave no positive answer, Monsieur De Villiers sent 4 of them back to their fort to tell their tribe that if within a certain time they did not send the Renards to him, he would go and get them himself. When the specified time had elapsed without the Renards appearing, and when Monsieur de Villiers, whom the sieur De Repentigny had joined, saw that the Sakis were not coming back, he resolved to go to their fort in person accompanied by two of his children, by the Sieur Douville, the younger, his son-in-law, and by 7 or 8 French to ask them to deliver up the Renards to Him. He had just given orders to the Sieur De Repentigny to guard the approaches to the Sakis’ fort with the remainder of the French lest the Renards should escape. When Monsieur De Villiers arrived at the door of the fort he asked the Sakis for the Renards. He found there some armed Sakis who told him to withdraw, and when he tried to enter a [warrior] approached him with uplifted Tomahawk and at the same moment three gun-shots were fired, one of which killed one of the Sieur De Villiers’ sons at his side. The father and the French discharged their pieces and this was followed by other volleys from the Sakis by which Monsieur de Villiers was killed, and three French were wounded.

			Monsieur De Repentigny, who guarded the approaches on the side of the woods, ran up and was killed a moment afterward in a sortie that the Sakis made against him. The Sieur Duplessis, a Cadet in the Troops, and six other French met the same fate. 200 of our (Native warriors) who had remained in the French fort went to the assistance of the others and when the Sakis saw them coming they withdrew into their fort. 3 of them were killed.

			Three days after this action the Sakis evacuated their fort during the night and the Ensign, Sieur De Villiers, who had returned from le petit Cacalin, assembled all the French and [Indigenous warriors] — Outawacs [Ottawa], Folles Avoines and Sauteux — and pursued the Sakis and overtook them about 4 o’clock in the evening 8 Leagues from the post. He attacked them and fought them until night. 20 Sakis and 6 Renards were killed in this last fight; 9 were mortally wounded besides others who were wounded and whose number is not known. On the side of the Sieur De Villiers, his brother, a Cadet with aiguillettes, received a gun-shot wound in the arm; The Sieurs Daillebout, the des Musseaux brothers, and 8 other French were also wounded while two others were killed.

			The Outawacs [Ottawa] lost 9 men, the grand Chief of the nation being among the number; the Folles Avoines 6; the Sauteux 2 and 4 wounded in all.

			Monsieur De Beauharnois will at once give the necessary orders to attack the Sakis and the remainder of the Renards to avenge the blood of the French that has been shed, and he will concert with Monsieur Hocquart regarding the expense that will have to be incurred. He has the honor to submit to you by a private netter the Names of the officers who are to replace those who have been killed. We unite with him in asking you for their promotion which they deserve, and a pension for Madame De Villiers, to provide for her subsistence and that of her numerous family, since she is a widow with 10 children. The Sieur De Villiers who was wounded and the Sieur Douville, the younger, arrived this evening from Montreal. Fortunately, the Vessel Le Saint Joseph of L’Isle Royale which sailed this morning, had been compelled to put back in consequence of a leak. It will sail tomorrow at daybreak and we have barely time to write you this letter.

			We remain with very profound respect, Monseigneur, Your very humble and very obedient servants,

			Beauharnois.

			Hocquart.”

			Indeed, “My grandfather told me he was in the battle with the Sauks (for the Sauks and Foxes were allies)”, explicitly recalls Augustin Grignon, later on in his “Recollections”, with his description of the settlement in his narrative as being located “on a prairie” consistent with a January 15th, 1731 report, addressed to the French Ministry by Giles Hocquart (1694 – 1783), the Intendant of New France at the time, in which he describes the Foxes (also known as the “Renards”) as having been located “in a Plain situated between [the] River Wabache [Wabash] and the River of the Illinois, about 60 leagues to the south of the extremity or foot of Lake Michigan, to the east south east of Le Rocher in the Illinois County”.

			Nonetheless, for the remainder of this work, the compiler of this work will assume that Charles Langlade was born the year of his baptism — 1729, as opposed to 1724, while acknowledging that Augustin Grignon may indeed be correct, and additionally, that Langlade could possibly still have accompanied the expedition as related above from 1733, but as a four-year-old instead — an occurrence that most certainly would not have been out of place during the period, however, while granting credence to the possibility that the events of 1733 are entirely unrelated to Langlade, and that the events his grandson recalls him partaking as a youth occurred elsewhere and at a later date.

			With that in mind, Augustin Grignon’s (1857) account bares much similarity to that of an elder north-western storyteller only referred to as “Old Pierre” (whom may have been a Grignon descendant — there were many), and whom, in either 1880 or ‘81, was interviewed “in the village of Ste. Anne, on the Ottawa [River], one beautiful evening in the month of July”, and whose entire tale was subsequently published under the title, “The Couriers of the West” in George Bryce’s book, “Manitoba” (1882):

			“My grandfather was a voyageur, and lived to be of great age,” recalled “Old” Pierre, “and [he] told me the stories of the wild Indians of those days, and our brave French Canadians who were a match for them. There was a great man of whom he used to speak much, Monsieur de Langlade. […] My grandfather told me that when Langlade was a child about seven years of age, there was a war raging between the Ottawas, many of whom lived at Michilimackinac, and another tribe allied to the English. Twice the young men of the Ottawas had gone forth to attack a village of the enemy, and each time had they been driven back. The French officer at the fort urged them to make the attack again. The Ottawas were not willing. At last, their chief said that he had had a dream; that in the dream he saw a fight; that the young Langlade was there; and that in his dream the Ottawas seemed to win the day. The dream gave the young men courage on its being told them. They must be accompanied by the child Langlade, and they would go upon the war-path once more. The father Langlade, at first unwilling, at last agreed, but only on a pledge given by the boy that he would never disgrace his father by being a coward. The Ottawas were now ready to go forth; they advanced with the terrible war-cries of the [Natives]; inspired by the recollection of the dream and the presence of the boy, they gained the day […]. The young Langlade was now held in great honor; they said he was no doubt preserved by a mighty Manitou [“Great Spirit”].”

			“About 1745, the Sieur Augustin de Langlade and his son, Charles, left Mackinaw, and migrated to Green Bay [then invariably known as La Baye (“The Bay”)]; or, La Baie des Puants — “The Bay of Stinking Waters”, where they became the principal proprietors of the soil,” continues Augustin Grignon’s “Recollections”. And whether coincidence or not, in a letter dated September 22nd, 1746, and addressed to the French Ministry, jointly, from the Governor-General of New France, the Marquis de Beauharnois (1671 – 1749), and the colony’s Intendent, Giles Hocquart, the following extract can be found:

			“We endeavored to find a farmer for the post of La Baye [Green Bay] but without success. […] Nevertheless, Monsieur de la Corne, the Commandant at Michilimackinac, provided for the safety and indifferently for the trade of the said Post, by allowing two private individuals to fits themselves out at Michilimackinac for said place of La Baye, on condition that they pay 1,000 livres each.”

			Augustin and Charles Langlade “settled on the east side of the Fox River, near its mouth […],” notes Augustin Grignon in his “Recollections”, and there they were shortly thereafter joined by “a few settlers, beyond their own family. M Souligny, the son-in-law of Sieur [Augustin] de Langlade, with his wife [Agate, Charles’ older sister];” as well as “Monsieur Carron, who had been many years engaged in the Indian trade, and had fully twenty years before been among the Menomonees […].” Grignon goes on to state that, although others many had come as well, he could not recall whom and when, but asserts that “probably no more than eight persons formed the little colony who commenced the permanent settlement of Wisconsin.”

			“That their reception by the Indians inhabiting Green Bay was pleasant, was distinctly told me by my grandfather”, Grignon continues, “but the band of Te-pak-e-ne-nee, or “The Night-Man”, living about two miles up the Menomonee River, at their village of Min-nekau-nee, or Pleasant Town, where Marinette or Menomonee City is now located, used to come down, and make their threats that they would take by force Indian goods from Augustin de Langlade’s store, or the Government stores in [the] charge of Charles de Langlade, calculating to intimidate, in order to get credit for goods, or have some given to them; but Charles de Langlade would pleasantly say to them, “Well, my friends, if you have come here to fight, we can cross to the prairie on the other side of the river, and have a little fun.” But [the band of Te-pak-e-ne-nee] knew too well [Charles’] reputation as a soldier even from his boyhood, and declined his invitation, and he had no more difficulty from them.”

			Around the same time “a blacksmith of the name of Lammiot […] located himself at Green Bay,” continues Grignon, and “an Indian, named Ish-qua-ke-ta, left an axe with him to be repaired. At length the Indian came for his axe, and threw down a skin [pelt of fur] as the price for the work, and took his property.” However, as Grignon notes, the blacksmith, whose temper ran as hot as his kiln, and whose memory frequently as dull as the blades he mended, “replied that it was not his [Ish-qua-ke-ta’s] axe — that he had none, and bid him off. High words followed, and Lammoit seized the Indian by the neck with his hot tongs, both burning and choking him, when Ish-qua-ke-ta struck Lammoit a heavy blow over the head with the axe, and knocked him down senseless. The Indian hastened to Charles de Langlade, and frankly said, “I have killed the blacksmith.” “What did you do that for?” [asked Langlade.] “Why!” [replied] the Indian, “Look here — see how he choaked and burnt me; I had to do it in self defense.” De Langlade went and found Lammoit, carried him to his bed, and employed an Indian doctress to take care of him. When nearly recovered, and elder brother of Te-pak-e-ne-nee called, and asked to see the blacksmith, as he wanted to see how he was getting along. Upon entering the room, and walking up to the bed, he stabbed him with a knife, and killed him instantly. When asked by the attendant (doctress) why he had killed Lammoit, he [the elder brother of Te-pak-e-ne-nee] said he pitied the blacksmith, and wished to put an end to his sufferings.” Augustin Grignon concluded this anecdote from Charles Langlade’s early life by stating that, “The murdered fled to some distant region, and remained till the excitement against him had cooled down, when he returned, and thus escaped a merited punishment. But he was not long after killed by an Indian in a drunken brawl.” And it is worth noting that, once again, Grignon’s “Recollections” bare much similarity to that of “Old Pierre”, who recalled the same story thus, over twenty years after Grignon had originally:

			“Ah! Messieurs, my grandfather would get warm as he told us of the attacks, […] war-deeds and bloodshed of those wild times,” Old Pierre mused. “He used to tell a terrible tale about a man of French origin, who came to Baie Verte to work at his trade, that of a blacksmith. An Indian had one day given the blacksmith, Amiot, an axe to mend. He came a few days afterwards, offering as pay for mending of the axe, a pelt, as was the custom. The blacksmith, forgetting all about the Indian having left the axe, denied there was such a thing of his there. The [Indian] replied warmly, and claimed his hatchet, with loud exclamations. Out of patience at last, Amiot seized the Indian by the neck, and burnt him terribly with the red-hot tongs. The Indian, mad with rage, delt in return such a blow with his axe, that the blacksmith was struck senseless to the earth. The [Indian] came to Langlade, told him what he had done, and that he had done it in self-defense, langlade went to the aid of the wounded man, who had recovered his senses, but was found to have a frightful gash in his head. Like a good Samaritan, he [Langlade] had him [Amiot, the blacksmith] taken to a neighboring house, where an Indian girl waited on him. But the worse is still to tell. One day, when Amiot had got past danger, a brother of the cruel chief, Tepakeneni, asked permission to see the blacksmith. No sooner had he entered the house, than he fell upon the half-recovered man, and delt him a fatal blow with his knife. The Indian girl asked the murdered why he had so acted, when he replied with a jest, that he had taken pity on the sick man, and wished to put him out of pain.”

			“The […] Foxes were at this time located at the Little Butte des Morts [“Little Mound of the Dead”], on the western bank of the Fox River, […] some thirty-seven miles above Green Bay,” continues Augustin Grignon’s “Recollections”, and “as the details of the war which eventuated in the expulsion of the Sauks and Foxes from the Fox River Valley in 1746, are of much interest, I shall give them as fully as I have learned them from the lips of my grandfather, Charles de Langlade, who took an active part in some of the occurrences narrated, and from other ancient settlers and Indians.”

			From their principal village upon the Little Butte des Morts, as Grignon recalled, the Foxes “made it a point, whenever a trader’s boat approached, to place a torch upon the bank [of the Fox River], as a signal for the traders to come ashore, and pay the customary tribute, which they extracted from all. To refuse this tribute was sure to incur the displeasure of the Foxes, and robbery would be the mildest punishment inflicted. This haughty, imperious conduct of the Foxes was a source of no little annoyance to the traders, who made their complaints to the [French] Commandants of the western posts, and in due time, these grievances reached the ears of the Governor of Canada.” However, as it quickly became apparent that neither the French Commandants, nor the Governor-General himself were predisposed to take any immediate action to address these grievances, one of the traders directly affected decided to take matters into his own hands. That man was Pierre Paul Marin, a.k.a., “La Perriere” Marin, or, simply, the “Sieur Marin”, born in 1692, and whom, in local Green Bay tradition, is frequently referred to as “Pierre Paul”, or “Captain Morand”:

			“Capt. Morand, […] a prominent trader among the Sauks, and the Indians on the Mississippi, had a place of deposit on the bank of the Mississippi, I think on the eastern bank of the river, and about eight or nine miles below the mouth of the Wisconsin [River], called Fort Morand”, recalled Augustin Grignon. “[And] he had another depot nine miles west of Mackinaw, also known as Fort Morand [where] the repeated extractions of the Foxes in the shape of tribute, while [he] prosecuted [his] trade between Mackinaw and the Mississippi, through Green Bay and [the] Fox River, so vexed Morand, that he resolved on driving them from their position; and raising a small volunteer force at Mackinaw, increased doubtless at Green Bay, and by the friendly Indians, and though I have heard my grandfather repeatedly speak of this expedition both with others in whose day it had occurred, and to his family, yet I cannot positively say that he accompanied Morand — but judging from his military character, the numerous services of the kind in which he participated, and his familiarity with the details of this war, I doubt not he was of the party, and served in all of Morand’s expeditions.”

			After amassing men, munitions and canoes, “Morand’s force was deemed sufficient”, resumes Grignon’s narrative, “and his fleet of canoes started from Green Bay up the river — each canoe having a full complement of men, well armed, and an oil-cloth covering large enough to envelope the whole canoe, as was used by the traders to shield their goods from the effects of the weather. Near the Grand Chute, some three miles below the Little Buttes de Morts [“Little Hill of the Dead”], and not yet within view of the latter, Morand divided his party, one part disembarking, and going by land to surround the village, and to attack the place when Morand and his water division should open their fire in front. The soldiers in the canoes, with their guns all ready for use, were concealed by the oil-cloth coverings, and only two men were in view to row each canoe, thus presenting the appearance of a trader’s fleet.

			In due time the Foxes discovered their approach, […] placed out their torch, and squatted themselves thickly along the bank as usual, […] patiently await[ing] the landing of the canoes, and the customary tribute offering. [However] when sufficiently near to be effective, the oil-cloth coverings [of the canoes] were suddenly thrown off, and a deadly volley from a swivel-gun [small caliber mounted cannon], loaded with grape and cannister shot, [plus] the musketry of the soldiers, scattered death and dismay among the unsuspecting Foxes; [with] this severe fire […] almost instantly seconded by the land party in the rear, [which was] quickly repeated by both divisions, so that a large number of the devoted Foxes were slain, [while] the survivors escaped by rapid flight up the river.”

			They “next took post about three miles above the Great Buttes des Morts, on the southern or opposite bank of the river, on a high sandy point of land, with a marsh on its eastern border”, recalled Augustin Grignon. And here, “Morand, the same season, followed them, but of course could not have resorted to his old ruse, and must have approached the town in the night, or just before day-break; [in any event,] according to the general statement given me by my grandfather and aged Indians, another severe battle ensued, and many Foxes were killed, though not so many as at the Little Buttes des Morts, and again, they [the Foxes] were forced to fly. […] The surviving Foxes located themselves on the northern bank of the Wisconsin [River], twenty-one miles above its mouth, and some little distance below the mouth of (the) Kickapoo River; when I first passed there, in 1795, I saw some crude remains of this village. As soon as the enterprising Morand heard of the new locality of his determined enemies, who still seemed bent on obstructing his great trading thorough-fare, he concluded it would be unsafe for him to suffer them to remain there, and consequently lost no time, even though winter had commenced, to collect his tried and trusty band of French and Indians, and make a distant, winter expedition against the Foxes. Perhaps he thought, as he had once defeated them by stratagem, and them by the usual mode of Indian warfare, that it would now be policy to push his fortunes by a winter campaign, and fall upon his inveterate (stubborn) foes, and strike a fatal blow, when they would least expect it.

			Captain Morand pursued on foot with his troops up [the] Fox River and down the Wisconsin, taking with them snowshoes to meet the exigencies [demands] of the season, and [on which they pursued the Foxes] for […] two hundred miles. The Foxes were taken completely by surprise, for Morand’s men found them engaged in the amusement of “jeu de paille”, or, [a] game of straw[s]; and surrounding the place, and failing suddenly upon them, killed some, and captured the others. So well planned was Morand’s attack, and so complete was the surprise, that not one of the Foxes escaped. Only twenty Fox warriors were taken, with a large number of women and children. […]

			I have been told that Capt. Morand, having fully conquered the Foxes, and having the last remnant of them in his power, concluded to give them their freedom, but probably required them to retire over the Mississippi; and that he liberated them at their town where he took them. […].

			Of Capt. Morand, I know nothing further”, admits Augustin Grignon in his “Recollections”. However, “Captain de Velie was at this time Commandant of the small garrison at Green Bay. He was relieved by the arrival of a new officer […], and the new Commandant brought with him demands for the Sauks of the village opposite the fort, who had hitherto demeaned themselves well, to deliver up the few Foxes living amongst them, in consequence of intermarriages or otherwise. All were readily given up, except a Fox boy, who had been adopted by a Sauk woman. De Velie and his successor were dining together, and becoming somewhat influenced by wine, some sharp words passed between them relative to the tardiness of the Sauks in surrendering the Fox boy; when De Velie arose, and taking his gun and a negro servant, crossed the river to the Sauk village, which was surrounded by palisades or pickets. He found the Sauks in council, and was met by the Sauk chief, of whom he demanded the immediate surrender of the remaining [Fox boy]. The chief said he and his principal men had just been in council about the matter, and though the adopted mother of the youth was loath [or reluctant] to part with him, […] they hoped to prevail upon her peaceably to do so. The chief proceeded to visit the old woman […] three times […] to prevail upon her to give up the [Fox] boy, [but] returning each time without success, [assured] De Velie that if he would be a little patient, he was certain the old [woman] would yet comply with his demands, as she seemed to be relenting. [However] in his warm blood [intoxicated state], the Frenchman was in no mood to exercise patience, when he at length drew up his gun and shot the chief dead. Some of young Sauks were for taking instant revenge, but the older and wiser men […] begged them to be cool, and refrain from inflicting injury on their French Father, as they had provoked him to commit the act. [But] De Velie, whose anger was yet unappeased, had got his gun reloaded by his servant, and wantonly shot down another chief, and then a third one; when a young Sauk, only twelve years of age, named Ma-kau-ta-pe-na-se, or “the Black Bird”, shot the enraged Frenchman dead.”

			As warranted as de Velie’s death may have been, the French were nonetheless compelled to avenge it, however, as Grignon again notes in his “Recollections”, “The [French] garrison [of Green Bay] was too weak to attempt the chastisement of the Sauks [on their own], but upon the arrival of a reinforcement, joined by […] French settlers, Charles de Langlade among them, the Sauks were attacked at their village, [where] a severe battle occurred, in which several were killed on both sides, and the Sauks finally driven away. In this battle two of my father’s uncles were among the slain on the part of the French. The Sauks now retired to the Wisconsin River, and located themselves [on the] Sauk Prairie […].” Grignon goes on to observe that the former’s “severe chastisement of the Foxes, had the effect to keep the Wisconsin tribes on friendly terms with the whites for many years.”

			In volume one of William Rudolph Smith’s “The History of Wisconsin in Three Parts” (1854), a similar account of the expedition against the Foxes is preserved, with its source being a Michael Brisbois, who was born in 1760, and whom, in 1781, settled in the Wisconsin village of Prairie du Chien, where he lived until his death in 1837.

			In 1785, Brisbois married an Indigenous Winnebago woman, with whom he would have three children, after which, in 1796, he remarried to Domitelle Gautier de Verville (1781 – 1847), the daughter of Claude-Charles Gautier de Verville (circa. 1738 – 1803), the son of Charles Langlade’s half-sister and whose name will become recognizable later in this work, as a frequent collaborator of Charles Langlade’s. According to Brisbois’ testimony:

			“A detachment of a considerable number of men, under the command of Monsieur Morand, was sent from Mackinac in a boat, in all respects resembling a traders’ boat, which ascended the Fox River from Green Bay. The soldiers were concealed in the boat by a covering of skins, and they cautiously proceeded undiscovered, in this manner, up the river as far as the Great Butte des Morts, since so called, at which place was the great village of the Ottagamies [another name of the Foxes]. On their arrival here, the Foxes, as usual, appeared in full force on the banks of the river, in order to stop the boat, and extract from the supposed traders the customary payment of tribute. Capt. Morand had with him in the boat a swivel gun, well charged with canister and grape [shot]; the signal was given; the covering of the boat was immediately thrown off, and a volley from the concealed soldiers, together with a discharge from the swivel [gun], did murderous execution on the thickly crowded Ottagamies [or Foxes]. Scarcely had they time to recover from their first surprise, when a repetition of discharges from the musketry and the cannon nearly annihilated the whole tribe [;] the remainder of the band of Foxes soon after left this part of the country, and moved west of the Mississippi.”

			However, as period historian, W.R. Smith himself notes of Michael Brisbois’ testimony, “There is certainly a confusion of dates, or blending of incidents, in these accounts.” And this confusion is perhaps most obvious in the similarities between the events of 1733, as earlier recorded (perhaps young Charles Langlade’s first experience of war), in which Captain de Villiers was killed, and those attributed to 1746 by Augustin Grignon, in which a “Captain de Velie” was similarly killed. It is also obvious in the fact that a campaign of Pierre Paul Marin, waged against the Foxes in the year 1730, is recorded as having possessed the exact same circumstances of those which Augustin Grignon attributes to 1746 — that of oil-cloth covered canoes, concealing armed men and a swivel cannon, dividing into two separate forces, which ambush the Foxes, riverside. But it is worth noting that although Charles Langlade would only have been one year old in 1730, were he born in 1729, as generally accepted, were he born in 1724 instead — as his grandson later contended, he’d have been perhaps just old enough to accompany Marin’s early 1730s expeditions.

			Nonetheless, by 1746-47, Marin, or “Morand” as he was locally known, had assumed command of the French outpost of St. Joseph, Wisconsin, from where, later in that year, he reported on the dismal state of Indigenous affairs, which the sitting Governor-General of New France, Roland-Michel Barrin, the Marquis de la Galissonière (1693 – 1756) and the colony’s Intendent, Giles Hocquart, noted, amongst other proceedings, in an official journal of events for the year 1747, which were subsequently transmitted to the French Ministry:

			“We are in receipt, also, of news from the River St. Joseph”, continues the lengthy journal, after detailing events pertaining to several other French outposts. “Sieur Laperrière Marin, commanding at that post, writes us on the 5th and 30th of July last. It appears that the English are endeavoring to debauch the Nations belonging to that post, as well as all the others […].” And indeed, within the same official journal of events of the year 1747, the Governor-General and Intendant acknowledge having received word of an Indigenous uprising that same month in the following terms:

			“July 20th. We are in receipt of letters both from Montreal and Detroit; those from Detroit are very interesting. Chevalier de Longueuil, commanding that post, writes us, on the 23rd June, that some Hurons [or more accurately, Wyandot or Wendat] of Detroit, belonging to the tribe of the war chief Nicholas, who, some years since, had settled at Sandoské [Sandusky Bay, Lake Erie], have killed five Frenchmen who were on their return from the post at the White River, and stolen their furs; that all the Indians of the neighborhood, except the Illinois, had formed the design to destroy all the French of Detroit on one of the holidays of Pentecost, and afterwards to go to the fort and subject all to fire and sword; that some Hurons, having struck too soon, the plot had been discovered by a Huron [woman] who came to give Chevalier de Longueuil notice of it; that this conspiracy is the fruit of the [wampum] belts the English have had distributed among all the tribes by the Iroquois […]; that on this notification he caused all the settlers to retire within the fort in order to be prepared for any new treachery.”

			A far more detailed account of what was called “Nicholas’ Conspiracy”, however, based upon official period documents, can be found within the 1871 first published edition of the “Journal of Captain William Trent” (1752), which was penned by Trent (1715 – 78) while the event was still a recent memory, and its inclusion, the compiler of this work deems absolutely necessary, on account of the fact that one of Nicholas’ co-conspirators, the Miamis, would later earn the distinction of being on the receiving end of the first verifiable military campaign in which a young Charles Langlade commanded, a campaign which had as its objective; the quelling of Miamis’ ongoing revolt, post-Nicholas’ Conspiracy; and the scaring away of the English trader-instigators. As per Trent’s “Journal”:

			“In 1745, a large party of Huron Indians belonging to the tribes of the war chief Nicholas removed from the Detroit River to lands on the north side of Sandusky Bay. They were a powerful body of men; active, energetic, and unscrupulous. They had in some manner been offended by the French at Detroit, which affords the reason of their change of habitation. Nicholas, their principal chief, was a wily fellow, full of savage cunning, whose enmity, when once aroused, was greatly to be feared.

			Late in the same year a party of English traders from Pennsylvania visited the village of Nicholas, and were received with marked attention. Nicholas had become an implacable enemy of the French, and was therefore ready to make a treaty of amity and good will with the English. He accordingly permitted the erection of a large block house at his principal town on the bay, and suffered the traders to remain and dispose of their stock of goods. Once located, the English established themselves at the place, and, according to French accounts, acquired great influence with Nicholas and his tribe. This influence was always exercised to the injury of the French.

			On the 23rd of June, 1747, five Frenchmen, with peltries, arrived at the Sandusky town from the White River, a small stream falling into the Wabash nearly opposite the present town of Mt. Carmel, Illinois. These Frenchmen, being wholly unaware of the presence of English among the Hurons, were unsuspicious of danger, and counted upon the hospitality and friendship of the Indians. Their presence, however, inspired anything but tokens of goodwill. Nicholas was greatly irritated at the audacity of the French in coming into his towns without his consent. The English traders noticing this feeling urged the chief to seize the Frenchmen and their peltries. This was accomplished on the afternoon of the day of their arrival. The fate of the poor Frenchmen was soon determined. Nicholas condemned them to death, and they were tomahawked in cold blood. Their stock of peltries were disposed of to the English, and by them sold to a party of Seneca Indians.

			The news of these outrages created much feeling among the French at Detroit, and especially so among the traders in the Ohio country. As soon as the Sandusky murders came to the information of the governor of Canada, he ordered M. de Longueuil, commandant at Detroit, to send a messenger to Nicholas demanding the surrender of the murderers of the five Frenchmen. The demand was not complied with.

			Three other messengers in turn followed, but were met with the same refusal. M. de Longueuil then sent a peremptory demand, requiring the surrender of the murderers, to be disposed of according to his pleasure; that the Hurons must ally themselves at once with the French, or the latter will become their irreconcilable enemies; that the French were disposed to look upon the recent murders as acts of irresponsible parties, and not of the Huron tribe, and that all English traders must leave the Indian towns forthwith.

			The answer returned to these propositions amounted to a defiance, and [so] preparations were made for an expedition against Sandusky.

			The crafty Nicholas [however] was not less active than the French. He formed a great conspiracy for the capture of Detroit and the upper French posts, and the massacre of the white inhabitants. How long this conspiracy had been brewing, we have no information; we know that by August, 1747, the Iroquois, Hurons, Outaouagas, Abenaquis, Pous, Ouabash, Sauteurs, Outaouas, Mississagues, Foxes, Sioux, Sacs, Sarastaus, Loups, Pouteouatamis, Chaouenons, and Miamis had entered. into a grand league, having for its object the extermination of French dominion and authority in the West. Every nation of Indians, excepting those in the Illinois country, entered into the plan with zeal and alacrity.

			Offensive operations were to commence at once. A party of Detroit Hurons were to sleep in the fort and houses at Detroit, as they had often done before, and each was to kill the people where he lodged. The day set for this massacre was one of the holidays of Pentecost. A band of Pouteouatamis were commissioned to destroy the French mission and villages on Bois Blanc Island; the Miamis, to seize the French traders in their country; the Iroquois, to destroy the French village at the junction of the Miami and St. Joseph; the Foxes, to destroy the village at Green Bay; the Sioux, Sacs, and Sarastaus, to reduce Michilimackinac, while the other tribes were to destroy the French trading- posts in their respective countries, seize the traders, and put them to death.

			This great conspiracy, so skillfully planned and arranged, would have been attended with a frightful loss of life, and the utter annihilation of French power, but for its accidental yet timely discovery.

			It seems that a party of Detroit Hurons had struck before the other tribes were ready, by the murder of a Frenchman in the forest a few leagues from Detroit. This act was unauthorized by the Huron chiefs, who had made their arrangements for occupying the houses at Detroit, and were only waiting for the appointed time, to strike the fatal blow. So fearful were the chiefs that their object would be detected since the murder, that a council was held in one of the houses, which had been obtained for the purpose, to determine whether any change of operations was necessary. While they were in council, one of their [women], going into the garret of the house in search of Indian corn, overheard the details of the conspiracy. She at once hastened to a Jesuit priest, and revealed the plans of the [Natives]. The priest lost no time in communicating with M. de Longueuil, the French commandant, who ordered out the troops, aroused the people, and gave the Indians to understand that their plans had been discovered, and would be discomfited. With great alacrity messengers were dispatched to the forts and trading-posts, which put the people on their guard, and caused them to retire to places of safety. All the settlers in the vicinity of Detroit were notified to enter the fort; the post at Miami was abandoned, and relief asked for from Quebec.

			When the Hurons at Detroit found they had been detected, they sullenly withdrew, the commandant being unwilling to open actual hostilities by detaining them. Soon after this the Indian operations began, though confined to a small scale, on account of the vigilance of M. de Longueuil in apprising his countrymen of their danger. The latter part of August, 1747, a number of Frenchmen were killed at Chibarnani; eight traders were seized in the Miami country; a man named Martineau was killed near Detroit; the Sauteurs attacked a convoy of French canoes on Lake St. Clair, captured one and plundered the goods; the Outaouas killed a number of French traders residing in their country; the Foxes murdered several traders at Green Bay; a French trader was killed on the Miami; a party of Hurons attacked the inhabitants of Bois Blanc Island, and wounded three men. Five of the Hurons were captured, taken to Detroit, and heavily ironed. One was soon after killed by the people, and another committed suicide. Other murders were committed, and trading-houses destroyed, but the conspiracy had been pretty effectually broken up by its timely discovery. Soon after hostilities had commenced numbers of those who had entered the league deserted it, and craved the pardon and favor of the French. First among these were the Outaouagas, and Pouteouatamis, the latter having agreed to destroy the Bois Blanc villages. Thus weakened, the plans and efforts of Nicholas were in a measure paralyzed.

			On the 22nd of September, a large number of boats, containing one hundred and fifty regular soldiers, arrived at Detroit from Montreal. Upon hearing of this, Nicholas abandoned all his plans, and was ready to make peace on the best terms he could obtain. He knew that certain destruction awaited his villages, unless pardon was obtained, for the French commandant was already meditating a punishment for him and his people, for the murder of the five traders the June previous. During the summer two chiefs of the Detroit Hurons, Sastaredzy and Taychatin, had visited Detroit on a professed mission of friendship. They were seized and sent to Quebec to answer for the murders committed by the Sandusky Hurons. Sastaredzy died at Quebec on the 4th of August; Taychatin was released when peace was made. Nicholas secured the pardon of himself and the Sandusky Hurons upon the most favorable terms, that of maintaining peace in the future. The French abandoned their demand for the murderers of the five traders, and made no conditions as to the Indian trade with the English. Even during the winter that followed, 1747-8, Nicholas received at the Sandusky villages, on two occasions, a party of Englishmen from Philadelphia, and allowed his people to trade with them. Soon after this, Nicholas received belts and other tokens of friendship from the English. These things came to the ear of M. de Longueuil, and he lost no time in asking instructions from Quebec.

			On the 14th of January, 1748, Nicholas sent fourteen of his warriors to Detroit to ask for the release of the three remaining Indians captured at Bois Blanc Island. M. de Longueuil wishing to secure Nicholas as an ally, granted his request, and the prisoners were released.

			In February, 1748, French soldiers rebuilt and again occupied the post on the Miami. The same month, La Jonquire, Governor of Canada, ordered M. de Longueuil to give Nicholas notice that no English traders would be allowed among his people, or in the Western country, and if any were found, they should receive notice to quit forthwith. Agreeable to these instructions, a French officer was sent to Sandusky, who notified Nicholas of the wishes of the governor of Canada. Finding several English at the towns, the officer commanded them to leave the country, which they promised to do.

			Finding himself deserted by nearly all of his allies, his power for mischief gone, and the activity and determination of the French to suffer encroachments from the English no longer, Nicholas finally resolved to abandon his towns on Sandusky Bay, and seek a home farther west. On the 7th of April, 1748, he destroyed the villages and fort, and on the following day, at the head of one hundred and nineteen warriors, and their families, left for the White River in Indiana. Soon after he moved with his people to the Illinois country, locating on the Ohio, near the Indiana line, where he died, in the fall of 1748.”

			The year following year, a result of the growing friction between the French and English as to the actual territorial limits of their domains, the former’s desire to maintain their monopoly on Indigenous trade and the latter’s most recent instigation of Indigenous revolt against French rule (via. Nicholas’ Conspiracy), King Louis XV (1710 – 74) of France decreed that all Englishmen be expelled from French North America, with the Governor-General of New France, the Marquis de la Galissonière, ultimately selecting Pierre-Joseph Céloron de Blainville to undertake the task of expelling them.

			Céloron was born in Montreal on December 29th, 1693, and at an early age entered the military. In 1734, he is noted as serving as the Commandant of Michilimackinac, a role he would hold until the end of the decade, after which, he was appointed the Commandant of Detroit, a role he is documented as already possessing by July of 1742. That same year he is also noted as having been promoted a Chevalier of the Military Order of St. Louis, and a Captain in the “Troupes de la Marine”. In November, 1747, in a report on Indigenous affairs by Charles Deschamps de Boishébert (1727 – 97) can be found the following extract:

			“Good officers are stationed at the frontier posts where we keep garrisons. As, for example, at Fort St. Frederic […]. Mr. de Celeron is Commandant there; an officer of great capacity, who has commanded with distinction in several posts, at Michilimackinac, where he persevered good order amongst the Indians, who are all around, and the French, making himself loved, by both the one and the other. He was sent thence to the Chickasaws in 1739, and was the only officer commanding the party that went with the Canadians and Indians to that village. He came down to Quebec, was ordered the next year to go command at Michilimackinac, and to make the establishment there such as the General desired; thence he went to command at Detroit. He came here [Montreal]; war broke out; was sent to Niagara, where he remained two years; returned to Montreal; was sent by the General to Fort St. Frederic, where he has been during the last six months. He has acquired the esteem of everybody; deserves promotion, being one of the best officers we have, and even one of the oldest Captains.”

			Evidently, the Governor-General of New France, the Marquis de la Galissonière, had made a wise choice in selecting the experienced and well-liked Céloron to lead the upcoming expedition, which was not of a military nature, however, but rather, a diplomatic one, which had the additional goal of reestablishing aimable French-Indigenous relations, which had become tenuous and uncertain since Nicholas’ Conspiracy.

			The expedition commenced on the 15th of June, 1749, and would ultimately last until the 10th of November, during which time, Céloron and his force, consisting of approximately two hundred and sixteen French-Canadians and fifty-five French-aligned Indigenous representatives (perhaps including a young Charles Langlade), visited numerous Indigenous settlements along the Ohio River, belonging to various Nations, tribes and bands, and in each of which, Céloron himself would deliver speeches promising friendship and gifting wampum (decorative and/or ceremonial beaded) belts, with the hope of inducing those who received them into confirming allegiance to the French and denouncing the English. Some of the Nations, tribes, bands and the settlements they inhabited were more receptive than others, with none more ominous and foreboding than those of the Miami under Chief Memeskia (circa. 1695 – 1752), better known to the English as “Old Britain”, for his firm attachment to them, and to the French as “La Demoiselle” (“The Lady” or “The Woman” — the circumstances surrounding this moniker unknown), and whose replies to Céloron’s speeches were vague and non-committal. Granted, that that chief’s sentiment in regards to the French is best illustrated by his actions during Nicholas’ Conspiracy, which were noted in the previously referenced official journal of events of the year 1747, which was jointly penned by the Governor-General, the Marquis de la Galissonière, and the colony’s Intendant, Giles Hocquart:

			“Sieur Douville states that he has had bad news from the Miamis […].

			He has assurances that the Senecas had given an English [wampum] belt to La Demoiselle, chief of a portion of the Miamis, allies of the English, to procure his, Sieur Douville’s, assassination, with a reward to whomsoever should carry his head to the English Governor. The same course has been pursued towards Mr. de Longueuil.” (However, Nicholas’ Conspiracy terminated before this arrangement could be fulfilled.)

			La Demoiselle’s settlement was located near the confluence of the Miami River with Loramie Creek and was known as “Pickawillany.” It was here, through late August into mid-September, 1749, that Céloron endeavored to win over the Miami under La Demoiselle to the French cause, but meeting with no definitive success, on the 20th of September, he and his men departed. Six days later, the following extract can be found within Céloron’s official journal of the expedition:

			“The 26th [of September]. I had called to me, Cold Foot, chief of the Miamis established at Quiskakou, and some others of note, to whom I repeated, in presence of M. de Raimond and the officers of my detachment, what I had said at the village of the Demoiselle and the answers I got from them. After listening with much attention, he rose and said to me: “I hope I am deceived, but I am sufficiently attached to the interests of the French to say that the Demoiselle is a liar. It is a source of all my grief to be the only one who loves
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