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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.
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He drove the sun across the sky every day, and he saw everything that happened below him, and the seeing was both the greatest gift of his position and its most specific and most personal burden.

This is the story of Helios — son of the Titans Hyperion and Theia, brother of Selene and Eos, the god who drove the solar chariot from the eastern horizon to the western ocean each day and who witnessed everything that the mortal and divine world produced in the light that his passage most directly provided.

It is the story of Phaethon — his son who borrowed the chariot and could not control it, and what the watching of that catastrophe required of a father who could see everything and could do nothing in time to prevent it.

It is the story of his cattle on Thrinacia, and of what it meant to have sacred things violated by the desperate and the hungry.

It is, in the end, a story about what it cost to be the one who illuminated everything — the witness whose comprehensiveness made the specific losses more rather than less devastating, because he had seen them coming and had seen them happen and could not look away.
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Chapter One: The Son of Hyperion
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His father was Hyperion — the Titan whose name meant the one who goes above, whose own nature was most directly constituted by the quality of height and elevation and the specific relationship to the sky that the most comprehensive of the solar Titans most directly embodied. From his father he had inherited the specific and particular relationship to the sun and to the sky that his own divine function most directly expressed — the carrying of the solar fire across the sky's full arc from morning to evening being the specific and most immediately legible expression of what the inheritance of Hyperion's particular nature had produced in the son.

His mother was Theia — the Titaness whose name meant something like the divine vision, whose own nature was most directly constituted by the specific and particular quality of radiant and divine sight that her name most directly expressed. From his mother he had inherited the specific quality of the seeing — the comprehensive and acute vision that the god who drove the sun across the sky most directly required for the full and complete performance of the function that his daily passage constituted.

He had two sisters. Selene governed the moon, carrying her silver light across the night sky in the specific and particular way that the moon's reflected and transformed version of the solar light most directly produced. Eos governed the dawn, producing each morning the specific and particular transitional quality of the light that preceded his own solar chariot's full and overwhelming illumination of the world below.

He thought about his family with the honest and reflective quality of attention that a being whose daily passage across the entire sky most directly organized his relationship to time brought to the question of the specific and particular people most closely related to his own existence. His sisters were genuinely close — not simply in the conventional sense of sibling proximity but in the specific and structural sense of beings whose own daily functions were most immediately adjacent to and most directly dependent on his own daily function.

Eos preceded him each morning. He followed her, his chariot's full solar illumination replacing the specific and particular quality of her dawn light with the more comprehensive and more immediately overwhelming quality of the full solar day. The transition between his sister's light and his own light was the specific and daily expression of the relationship between their respective functions — the dawn preparing the world for the day, the day being what the dawn prepared the world for.

Selene followed him each evening. He preceded her, his descent into the western ocean clearing the sky for the specific and particular quality of her lunar light that the night's comprehensive darkness most directly provided the context for. The transition between his own light and his sister's was the specific and daily expression of the same relationship from the other direction — the day giving way to the night, the solar illumination yielding to the lunar reflection.

He was the middle of the three. Not in the hierarchy of significance — the three siblings' respective domains were genuinely different in their specific and various characters without being simply rankable in the order of importance that a single hierarchy would most directly imply — but in the specific and temporal sense of the daily sequence that their respective functions organized, his own full solar illumination being the central and most immediately overwhelming feature of the daily cycle that his sisters' respective domains most directly preceded and followed.

He drove the chariot. This was the most immediate and the most defining feature of his existence — the specific and daily performance of the function that his divine nature most directly constituted.
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