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The Discovery of Resurrection Life
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Among all the great truths revealed in the Holy Scriptures, few are more glorious, more transformative, and more foundational than the truth of resurrection.

For many believers, resurrection is primarily associated with the empty tomb of Jesus Christ, celebrated during the Easter season and affirmed as a central doctrine of the Christian faith. While this understanding is certainly correct, it is only the beginning of a much larger revelation.

As I have studied the Scriptures over many years and observed the workings of God in creation, ministry, and human experience, I have become increasingly convinced that resurrection is more than an event in history. It is more than a future hope. It is more than a doctrine to be believed.

Resurrection is a manifestation of the life of God.

This realization began to unfold in my own thinking through a simple observation in nature. As a young man, I conducted a small experiment with a maize seed. I buried the seed beneath the soil and placed a small pebble above it. Each time the seed germinated, the tender shoot emerged from the earth and pushed the pebble aside.

I was fascinated.

How could something so soft and fragile overcome an obstacle seemingly stronger than itself?

Years later, as I immersed myself in the study of God's Word, I began to see that creation itself testifies to a profound spiritual reality. Jesus said:

"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone..." (John 12:24)

The seed appeared to die, yet life emerged. What I had observed in nature was pointing to a divine principle woven into creation itself—the principle of resurrection.

As the years passed, I witnessed other manifestations of this same principle. I saw barren situations become fruitful. I saw physical healings that defied human explanation. I saw lives transformed by the power of the gospel. Again and again, I encountered the God who brings life where death appears to reign.

The more I studied the Scriptures, the more I realized that resurrection is one of the great themes running through the entire Bible.

It appears in the seed planted in the ground.

It appears in Abraham and Sarah.

It appears in Aaron's rod that budded.

It appears in Ezekiel's valley of dry bones.

It appears in Lazarus coming forth from the tomb.

It appears supremely in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

It appears in the new birth of every believer.

It appears in the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.

And it will appear once more in the resurrection of the saints and the renewal of all creation.

Throughout this book, we will explore what I have come to call The Protocol of Resurrection—the divine principle by which the life of God overcomes death in all its forms.

My prayer is that this study will do more than increase your knowledge. I pray that it will enlarge your faith, deepen your understanding of Christ, and awaken within you a greater awareness of the resurrection life that God has made available through His Son.

The Christian faith does not rest upon a dead founder, an empty philosophy, or a collection of religious ideas.

It rests upon a living Christ.

The tomb is empty.

The Savior is alive.

And the power that raised Him from the dead is still at work today.

May the Lord grant you fresh revelation as you journey through these pages.

Dominion O. Roberts
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Why Resurrection Is More Than an Event
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ stands at the very heart of the Christian faith.

Without it, Christianity collapses.

The Apostle Paul declared:

"And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins."

(1 Corinthians 15:17)

The resurrection is therefore not merely one doctrine among many. It is the cornerstone upon which the entire gospel rests. The empty tomb is God's eternal declaration that Jesus Christ is Lord, that sin has been conquered, that death has been defeated, and that redemption has been accomplished.

Yet for many believers, resurrection remains largely confined to a single event that occurred nearly two thousand years ago outside the city of Jerusalem.

They believe Christ was raised from the dead.

They celebrate the resurrection.

They defend the resurrection.

But they seldom consider the larger implications of resurrection.

The Scriptures reveal something far greater than a historical event.

They reveal a divine principle.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was not an isolated miracle. It was the greatest manifestation of a reality that has existed from the beginning: the life of God overcoming death.

This principle can be observed throughout creation itself.

Every seed planted in the soil appears to perish before new life emerges.

Every spring testifies that life can arise where barrenness once prevailed.

The entire created order silently proclaims the triumph of life over death.

Creation itself becomes a witness to resurrection.

This same principle appears throughout Scripture.

Abraham received Isaac as though from the dead.

Sarah's barren womb received life.

Aaron's dead rod budded and produced fruit.

Dry bones stood up and became a mighty army.

Jonah emerged from the depths.

Lazarus walked out of the tomb.

Again and again, God revealed Himself as the One who brings life where death appears to reign.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ stands as the supreme revelation of this divine reality.

At Calvary, sin exhausted its fury.

Hell unleashed its power.

Death exercised its authority.

The grave received its victim.

Yet on the third day, the life of God triumphed over every opposing force.

The stone was rolled away.

The tomb was emptied.

The Son of God arose in victory.

From that moment forward, resurrection became the defining testimony of God's triumph over death.

Yet the story does not end there.

The same resurrection life that raised Christ from the dead now dwells within every believer through the Holy Spirit.

Paul writes:

"But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you."

(Romans 8:11)

This remarkable verse reveals that resurrection is not merely something God did.

It is something God continues to do.

The Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is still active.

He still imparts life.

He still transforms.

He still restores.

He still overcomes the effects of death.

He still manifests the life of Christ in His people.

For this reason, resurrection must never be viewed merely as a future hope.

Certainly there will be a future resurrection of the dead.

Certainly believers will receive glorified bodies.

Certainly death itself will one day be cast into the lake of fire.

These glorious truths belong to the Christian hope.

But resurrection is also a present reality.

The believer experiences resurrection in the new birth.

The believer experiences resurrection in spiritual transformation.

The believer experiences resurrection in victory over sin.

The believer experiences resurrection in divine empowerment.

The believer experiences resurrection whenever the life of Christ overcomes the effects of death.

This understanding forms the foundation of this book.

Throughout these pages we will explore what may be called The Protocol of Resurrection.

By protocol we mean the divine order, principle, and operation through which God manifests His life.

We will discover that resurrection is not merely a doctrine to be studied.

It is a reality to be experienced.

It is not merely an event to be remembered.

It is a life to be lived.

It is not merely a future promise.

It is a present power.

Most importantly, we will discover that resurrection is not ultimately about power at all.

It is about a Person.

Jesus declared:

"I am the resurrection, and the life."

(John 11:25)

Notice that He did not say, "I possess resurrection."

Nor did He say, "I perform resurrection."

He said:

"I am the resurrection."

Resurrection is inseparable from Christ Himself.

Where Christ is present, resurrection is present.

Where Christ reigns, death loses its authority.

Where Christ is received, life begins to triumph.

This truth explains the entire Christian life.

The believer's hope is not found in human strength.

It is not found in human wisdom.

It is not found in human ability.

It is found in the indwelling Christ, who is Himself the resurrection and the life.

As we begin this journey together, my prayer is that you will see resurrection in a new light.

May you discover it in creation.

May you recognize it in Scripture.

May you experience it in your own life.

And may you come to know more deeply the One who conquered the grave and now lives forevermore.

For resurrection is not merely what God does.

Resurrection is the manifestation of the life of God wherever death is encountered.

And that life is available to every believer through Jesus Christ our Lord..
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RESURRECTION IN THE HEART OF GOD
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Chapter One
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Resurrection Before the Foundation of the World

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Eternal Purpose of God
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"Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you."

(1 Peter 1:20)

"The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

(Revelation 13:8)

"Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God..."

(Acts 2:23)
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Introduction
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Many Christians view the resurrection of Jesus Christ as God's response to a crisis.

Adam sinned.

Humanity fell.

Death entered the world.

Therefore God sent His Son to die and rise again in order to repair what had been lost.

While there is truth in this understanding, it does not tell the whole story.

The Scriptures reveal something far more profound.

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ were not divine improvisations.

They were not emergency measures.

They were not God's backup plan.

They were part of His eternal purpose before the world began.

Before Adam was created.

Before sin entered the world.

Before death appeared.

Before Satan rebelled.

Before the foundations of the earth were laid.

God already knew the cross.

God already knew the resurrection.

God already knew the triumph of His Son.

The resurrection was not born in time.

It originated in eternity.
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The Mystery Hidden in Eternity
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Human beings think in terms of cause and effect.

We see a problem arise and then seek a solution.

God is different.

He knows the end from the beginning.

Nothing surprises Him.

Nothing catches Him unprepared.

Nothing occurs outside His knowledge.

Isaiah declares:

"Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done."

(Isaiah 46:10)

Before creation existed, God saw every event that would unfold in human history.

He saw Adam's fall.

He saw the corruption of humanity.

He saw the suffering of His Son.

He saw the empty tomb.

He saw the redeemed Church.

He saw the new heaven and the new earth.

All of these realities were present before Him in eternity.

The resurrection therefore did not begin on the third day after Calvary.

Its roots stretch back into the eternal counsel of God.
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The Lamb Slain Before the Foundation of the World
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One of the most astonishing statements in Scripture is found in Revelation.

Jesus is described as:

"The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

(Revelation 13:8)

This does not mean that Christ was literally crucified before creation.

The crucifixion occurred at a specific point in human history.

Rather, it means that in the purpose of God, the sacrifice of Christ was already established before creation began.

Before the first star was formed.

Before the first mountain rose from the earth.

Before the first breath entered Adam.

The Lamb was already known.

The cross was already determined.

The resurrection was already assured.

The victory was already secured.

God did not create the world hoping redemption would succeed.

He created the world knowing redemption would triumph.
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Resurrection Was Always the Goal
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Most believers understand that Christ came to die.

Fewer understand that Christ came to rise.

The cross and the resurrection cannot be separated.

The purpose of the cross was not merely death.

The purpose of the cross was resurrection.

Death was a pathway.

Resurrection was the destination.

This truth is seen throughout Scripture.

Whenever God permits death, He has resurrection in view.

Whenever God allows something to be buried, He intends life to emerge.

Whenever God brings something to an end, He is preparing a new beginning.

The cross was never God's final word.

The empty tomb was.
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Resurrection in the Mind of God
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Long before resurrection appeared in history, it existed in the heart of God.

Why?

Because resurrection is an expression of God's nature.

God is life.

Life is not merely something He possesses.

Life is what He is.

Jesus declared:

"I am the way, the truth, and the life."

(John 14:6)

John wrote:

"In him was life; and the life was the light of men."

(John 1:4)

Life originates in God.

Life flows from God.

Life is sustained by God.

Because God is life, death can never have the final word wherever He acts.

Resurrection is therefore the inevitable manifestation of God's nature.

Where God moves, life emerges.

Where God speaks, life appears.

Where God reigns, death is overcome.
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Creation Was Built Upon Resurrection Principles
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This truth explains why resurrection patterns appear throughout creation.

The seed falls into the ground.

The seed appears to die.

The seed emerges in new life.

The process repeats countless times across the earth.

This is not accidental.

Creation reflects its Creator.

The God who planned resurrection before the foundation of the world embedded resurrection principles into creation itself.

Every germinating seed becomes a witness.

Every spring season becomes a testimony.

Every birth becomes a declaration.

Life continues to triumph because life originates in God.

Creation preaches resurrection every day.

Most people simply fail to hear the sermon.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Resurrection Purpose of Redemption

[image: ]


The purpose of redemption is often described as forgiveness.

Forgiveness is certainly essential.

Without forgiveness there can be no reconciliation with God.

Yet forgiveness is not God's ultimate objective.

God's goal is life.

The cross removes the obstacle.

The resurrection imparts the life.

The death of Christ deals with sin.

The resurrection of Christ releases divine life.

This is why salvation is described in terms of life.

Jesus said:

"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

(John 10:10)

God's purpose was never merely to rescue humanity from judgment.

His purpose was to bring humanity into participation in His life.

Resurrection makes this possible.
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The First Great Principle of Resurrection
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As we begin our study, we encounter our first foundational principle:
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Resurrection did not originate in history.

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Resurrection originated in eternity.
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Before there was:

	sin,

	death,

	corruption,

	suffering,

	sorrow,

	or the grave,


there was already the eternal purpose of God.

And within that purpose stood the Lamb.

Within that purpose stood the cross.

Within that purpose stood the empty tomb.

Within that purpose stood the risen Christ.

The resurrection was never God's reaction.

The resurrection was God's intention.
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Summary
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	Resurrection was part of God's eternal purpose.

	The cross and resurrection were foreknown before creation.

	Christ was foreordained as the Lamb before the foundation of the world.

	God is the source and author of all life.

	Resurrection reflects the very nature of God.

	Creation itself bears witness to resurrection principles.

	Redemption aims not merely at forgiveness but at the impartation of divine life.

	Resurrection originated in eternity before it appeared in history.
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Key Declaration
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ was not just God's response to man's failure; it was the manifestation in time of an eternal purpose conceived before the foundation of the world.
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