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​Introduction

​ Christianity is one of the
world’s youngest
religions. Though God revealed Himself to Israel, the In his first
epistle, Peter admonished Christians to be ready to give
unbelievers the reason for their hope in Jesus Christ. In order to
do so, they would have to be able to articulate and then defend
their faith. The defense that they give would have to be reasonable
and sustainable. This was an early call for Christians to be
defenders or apologists of the Christian faith.

This commission
continues to the present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics
Series is developed as a resource for Christians who want to
understand apologetics and the apologetic discipline
presently.

In this
publication

In
this publication, we will explore the belief system of the Jehovah’s Witness and
the Watchtower Society.

Though they
attest that their beliefs are based upon the Bible and Christ
concerning God, Christ, and His coming is incompatible with
Christianity. Therefore, we will explore their major beliefs and
provide biblical responses to be used by believers
today.

1

​Origin of the Witness

The Jehovah’s
Witnesses (JW) is one of the fastest growing “Christian”
organizations. In 2012, it had the highest growth rate in America
among the other religious sects and denominations. Though many
people have developed distaste for their methods, numerous converts
are reported annually. As believers, we should be aware of their
beliefs and be ready to defend the truth of the Gospel.

The
Apostasy

Jehovah's Witnesses believe that after the deaths of the
first-century apostles, the Church entered into the apostasy that was prophesied
by Paul.

Let
no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition. (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

They
believed that all Christian churches and denominations since the
time of the apostles were in deception. They felt that the
scriptures were being misinterpreted. Therefore, the true worship
of God and Christ was lost. Bible study groups led by Second
Adventists increased in popularity during the late 1800’s.

The focus of
these groups was the return of Christ, believing that it was
imminent. Boundless prophetic utterances and date setting
concerning His return multiplied. Those who saw the increase of
ungodliness were attracted to the Second Adventists. In addition,
Christians looking for spiritual renewal flocked to these
gatherings. One of whom would become the founder of one of the
biggest heresies in Christendom.

The
Apostle of the JW

The
founder of the JW is Charles Taze Russell. His quest for spiritual renewal combined
with the influence of the Second Adventists fueled his work. He
formed a Bible study group in the 1870's in Allegheny,
Pennsylvania.

It
was during this time that he adopted heretical doctrines concerning
biblical chronology. He and another prominent Adventist (Nelson
Barbour) began to publish a magazine (Herald of the Morning)
supporting his new views on the return of Christ. However, they
parted over the concept of the substitutionary
atonement of
Christ.

After this
split, Russell soon began publishing his own magazine, Zion's Watch
Tower and Herald of Christ's Presence. It was through this that the
Watch Tower Society was formed.

For
such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:13)

In
addition to these things, Russell rewrote the scriptures with a
more “accurate” translation, proclaiming that the Church was
preaching error. He purposefully changed the words of God to fit
his new
doctrines.

For
I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
(Revelation 22:18-19)

His
new translation of scriptural texts became part of the basis for
the official Bible
for the Watchtower Society, called, The New World Translation which
was completed in 1961. In addition, his six-volume work, Studies in
the Scriptures, established the fundamental doctrines derived from
their Bible study. He twisted doctrines and the
scriptures.

As
also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their
own destruction. (2 Peter 3:16)

After his death
on October 31, 1916 and subsequent splits within the organization,
the Watchtower Society adopted the name of Jehovah's Witnesses.
This is based on Isaiah 43:10 which reads, in part; "'You are my
witnesses,' is the utterance of Jehovah..." (New World
Translation)

The
Approach of the JW

The JW approach
to salvation is a prescribed works plan. They believe that one has
to work in order to be saved. Adherence to certain doctrines and
practices are vital. However, the scriptures declare,

For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians
2:8-9 Emphasis Mine)

They believe
that all other Christians are in apostasy. The JW exists in order
to bring back truth. Therefore, their main mission is to evangelize
and be witnesses. In doing so, they will live forever in paradise
on earth. Those who do not follow them will be destroyed by the
Lord. Thus, they labor and witness for their reward.

In
the next section, we will look closely at the foundational beliefs of the
Jehovah’s Witness.
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​Ordinances of the Witness

Having examined
briefly the origins of the JW, it is evident that their ordinances
(doctrine and practice) are inconsistent with the Bible. Their
presentation of their beliefs have gone through many
transformations to make them seem more traditionally Christian.
However, all of this is a carefully orchestrated public relations
campaign.

Their own writings still affirm their core doctrines. In this
section, we will look at their core beliefs without the white
washing that occurs publicly. We have tried to simply them for clarity.

The
JW and God

The JW believe
that God’s true name is Jehovah. It reveals who He is. The true
worshippers must call Him by that name alone. Though they believe
that God was the creator of everything, they refute that He is
triune. They declare in their writings that the doctrine of the
Trinity was deception. They classify themselves as
monotheists.

The
JW, however, can be rightly classified as henotheists. It is the
belief in and worship of a single God while accepting the existence or possible
existence of other deities that may also be worshipped. In short,
they believe that Jesus was not God, but a creation of God although
He can be worshipped like God. Jesus is a lesser deity than God; in
fact, he is Michael, the archangel.

The
JW and Christ and His Return

The
JW does not believe that Christ is the Son of God. He was like a
son to God. They affirm that He was merely an angel. They believe
that Christ was a manifestation of Michael, the archangel. They
assert that the
only reason Jesus is called “the firstborn among many brethren” is
because He was the first angel created.

In their
earlier JW accounts, Michael came to earth as Jesus with no divine
attributes. He lived and died as a man (not God in the flesh).
After His death, He rose again and assumed His identity as Michael
reigning in heaven with God. He will never return again to this
earth again. In addition, only the JW elect will see Him in
heaven.

In
addition, the JW assert that Christ returned in
“presence only” in
1914. He has already returned. Only the faithful were aware of
this. Hence, the heavenly hope of the Christians has
passed.

Moreover, they
do not believe He died on a cross, but a pole. The cross, to them,
is a demonic symbol designed to turn people away from the truth.
Finally, they do not believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ.
They assert that on the third day He was raised as a “spirit.” He
returned to being the angel, Michael.

The
JW and Holy Spirit

Since the JW refutes the doctrine of the Trinity, they do not regard the Holy
Spirit as God. The Holy Spirit is only a force. He has no
personality or will. He is an impersonal force. The Holy Spirit is
simply power used by God to do his will.

Moreover, they
really affirm that the JW organization is now the modern-day
vehicle of the Holy Spirit. Hence, when individuals are baptized,
they are baptized in the name of “the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit-directed organization.”

The
JW and Salvation

The
JW believe that salvation comes from following the teachings of the Watchtower
Society and works. This is exemplified in their door-to-door
evangelism and attending required gatherings. Salvation is granted
based upon fervent service.

JW adherents
are committed to spreading their message in hopes of doing enough
to make it into paradise. They have no hope of eternity with God
since only the 144,000 will go to heaven (most of which have
already died). In addition, communion is only received by these
144,000.

Hence, the day will come when no one in the JW organization will be able to
receive communion.

The
JW and the Church

The JW believe
that the Watchtower Society is God’s vehicle of truth. The
organization is God’s prophet to the world. When it was
established, the old order of the Church had passed
away.

Only those who
are members of their organization are true followers of God. The
Watchtower society as an organization is God’s “prophet” to the
world.

The
JW and the Bible

Charles Russell created his own version of the scriptures.
They believe that
his translation is the true one. They reject all other
translations, claiming they are erroneous. Even though they
officially used the KJV of the Bible until the New World
Translation was completed, they believe that the scholars of the
KJV and other versions misinterpreted the original languages of the
scriptures. Hence, they affirm that only the Watchtower Society can
interpret scripture having the best translation of the
texts.

The
JW and Judgment of God

They
believe that only 144,000 people will go to heaven. Though that number has been
reached, the rest of the JW will live on earth in paradise if they
are faithful. They believe that Hell is only the grave. There is no
eternal punishment. Once God passes judgment on the unbelievers,
they will permanently be destroyed in the fire.

The
JW and Other Beliefs

The
JW hold to other outrageous beliefs. They believe that at
Armageddon, God will make war with mankind. Everyone will be
killed, except the JW. Since the scriptures say that judgment must
begin at the house
of God, they believe traditional Christians will be consumed
first.

The JW do not
celebrate birthdays. They feel it is self-worship. They do not
celebrate holidays, claiming that they are pagan practices. They
will not accept blood transfusions, citing vague scriptural
references. Even with young children, blood transfusions have to be
denied.

Since Christ returned in 1914, the kingdom of God is here.
Therefore, they do not meet in churches, but “Kingdom Halls.” The
organization is set up to run parallel to the secular government. Thus, all
legal issues and problems are to be handled “in-house.” Family
problems, including assault and incest are to be kept
hidden.

here are other
miscellaneous beliefs, not mentioned. However, the Christian should
be aware of these doctrines. Therefore, in the next section, we
will provide scriptural responses to these erroneous
teachings.
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​Our Witness

In this
section, we will give scriptural responses to their beliefs. A
biblical response is needed on the part of the Christian while
engaging in discussions with the JW.

The
Name of God

The
JW believe that God
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