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DEDICATION

	 

	This work is dedicated to my father, Dr. Jack Washington, whose voice, scholarship, and vision live throughout these pages. 

	 What was started by one was meant to continue through legacy. 

	He began this work with the conviction that history must not only record events, but uncover the forces that shape human consciousness, struggle, survival, and freedom. Though he did not live to see its completion, his words, ideas, and intellectual spirit remained present in every chapter. Completing this manuscript became more than an editorial task. 

	It became an act of preservation, responsibility, and generational continuation. As his daughter, Soror, fellow educator, and scholar, I carried forward the work he began, not to replace his voice, but to ensure that it continued to speak to future generations. 

	 May this book stand as a testament to the enduring power of memory, scholarship, sacrifice, and the unfinished conversations passed from one generation to the next. 

	Dr. Dawne Washington 
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FOREWORD

	 

	The Great Migration was a pivotal moment where African Americans rose against those who had systematically defined the terms of their existence. No longer remaining subjected to the constraints of racialized subjugation and psychological torment that had long defined Southern existence, the Great Migration represented a collective psychological awakening and a decisive rejection of the conditions that had been engineered to keep Black Americans economically dependent, politically silenced, and socially contained. This was not merely a geographic shift. It was an ideological rupture. The transition from Booker T. Washington’s accommodationist philosophy, which urged Black Americans to demonstrate their worth within the boundaries white America had drawn, to W.E.B. Du Bois’ radical insistence on full citizenship, intellectual sovereignty, and unapologetic self-determination, mirrors the internal transformation that the Migration embodied. One posture said earn your place. The other said claim it. What followed was nothing short of a cultural renaissance. Black intellectuals, artists, musicians, and thinkers converged in northern cities and produced a body of work that did not simply reflect Black life. It redefined American culture entirely. Jazz. Blues. The Harlem Renaissance. Black press. Black political organizing. These were not byproducts of migration. They were the evidence of what happens when a people are no longer spending all of their energy surviving and begin directing that energy toward creation. 

	It is within this intellectual and cultural landscape that Dr. Jack Washington situates his scholarship. A historian who refused to allow facts and dates to exist without interrogating the psychological forces that produced them, Dr. Washington understood that history is not simply a record of what happened. It is an examination of why people in power do what they do, how systems are constructed to maintain dominance, and what it costs the human spirit to survive within those systems. They Followed the North Wind is not a conventional historical text. It is a psychological reckoning with one of the most significant mass movements in American history, written by a scholar who believed that understanding the past was the only honest pathway to transforming the present.  As his daughter and a scholar in my own right, completing this work is not simply an act of publication. It is an act of devotion. Dr. Jack Washington spent his life excavating the psychological dimensions of Black American history with precision, passion, and an unwavering commitment to truth. It is my honor to carry that work across the finish line, adding my own scholarly lens where the narrative called for it, while preserving the integrity of his voice and the power of his argument. My own framework, Glass House Conditioning, which examines how systems condition marginalized people to regulate their behavior in spaces not designed for them, finds its historical roots in the very terrain my father mapped. He documented the architecture. I named it. 

	They Followed the North Wind arrives at a moment when the psychological dimensions of race, power, and belonging are more relevant than ever. The questions my father asked decades ago remain unanswered in the halls of power, in the policies that govern Black life, and in the spirits of Black Americans who continue to navigate systems designed to contain rather than liberate. His words are not a relic of the past. They are a mirror held up to the present. As a scholar, it is my responsibility to contribute to the world of research by illuminating the multidimensional forces that shape American society and amplifying concerns that matter deeply to every scholar, every student, and every dreamer who has ever felt the pull of the north wind and understood, in their bones, what it means to rise. 

	Dr. Dawne Washington, PhD 

	Editor and Completing Scholar Brown Girl’s Vision LLC 



	
CHAPTER 1 

	
	 

	 

	Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation: A War Strategy 

	 

	 

	When the Union entered the war against the South, many northerners thought that the war would be a short and easy victory for the North. The North held the advantage with the better military leaders, factories, railroads, supplies and military equipment. The North had the greater population and the North believed that it held the moral high ground. To this end, the North believed that the fighting would be over in a matter of a few short weeks. Thus, eager young men from the North joined the Union army ready for combat in hopes of returning home with stories of how they had vanquished Southern troops at some unknown battle. Their dreams of glory and tales of adventure would be transformed into scenes of horror and nightmare as visions of prisons such as Andersonville would serve as a reminder of what they had endured on the field of battle. 

	What some believed to be a glorious war with tales of victory that might be told for years to come were quickly swept away as the broken bodies were returned to loved ones from the battlefield. The war threatened the very foundation of the nation to the point that Lincoln was desperate to turn the tide of the war in favor of the Union. 

	Lincoln had insisted all along that the war was being fought to preserve the Union, but pressures were building from various sources for him to acknowledge that the war was one to free the slaves. Political pressures were among the strongest with which Lincoln had to contend. In April 1862 Congress had abolished slavery in the District of Columbia, and shortly thereafter it took actions against the institution in the territories. Lincoln personally favored gradual emancipation with compensation to the slave-owners, but by the summer of 1862 he had become convinced that his administration should assume a strong antislavery position. He believed this would help both the military effort and the Union's attempt to win European support for its side. But Lincoln did not want a proclamation of emancipation to be misconstrued as a sign of northern military weakness, and thus he waited until after the victory at Antietam Creek to make his announcement. On September 22 he publicly proclaimed the Emancipation Proclamation which stated that after January 1, 1863, all slaves in the areas in rebellion against the United States 'Shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.' 

	(Monroe Lee Billington, New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1971, p. 166) 

	Thus, slave support was essential to the Confederacy and to relieve the pressure being exerted by support of slave labor on Union soldiers encountered numerous slaves on plantations who fought in defense of the slave master. Slaves also maintained the land and raised the crops that were necessary for the Confederate armies to consume in order to survive during long military campaigns. It was for this reason that Congress passed the Confiscation Act of 1862.  

	In the summer of 1862 Congress passed a Confiscation Act providing that the slaves of all persons supporting the rebellion should be forever free. The Radicals had also proposed to make the measure retroactive and provide for permanent forfeiture of the real estate of rebels. (Sean Wilentz, The Best American History Essays on Lincoln, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, p. 32) 

	To this end, the Confiscation Act of 1862 set the groundwork for the Emancipation Proclamation, for the Proclamation broke no new ground with regards to governmental legislation. It merely added more pressure on the South at a point in time when the South could least afford to assume such pressures. Thus, after the Battle of Antietam, Lincoln finally had the opportunity to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing slaves in rebellion against the Union. This strategy was meant to weaken the South and encourage slave insurrection. 

	Lincoln insisted he had larger motives in mind, but southerners considered the proclamation an invitation to slaves to revolt, restoration of the Union was 'forever' impossible. (Monroe Lee Billington, New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1971, p. 166) 

	With the Emancipation Proclamation strongly supported by the President, Black recruitment began. The Negro in the Union Army: With the draft act in operation, 1863 saw the recruitment of Negro soldiers into the Union Army under the designation United States Colored Troops, or USCTs. The majority of USCTs were commanded by white officers, many of whom resented their assignments. Before the war ended, however, approximately seventy Negroes had been commissioned as officers and served in the field. One of the most famous Negro officers was Lt. Col. William Reed, who lost his life during a charge of Confederate positions during the Battle of Olustee, Florida. When Confederate troops captured Negro Union soldiers, the Black men were rarely treated as prisoners of war. If they were not killed on the spot, they were taken as slaves. On April 12, 1864, General Nathan Forrest and his Confederate troops captured the Union stronghold at Fort Pillow, forty miles north of Memphis, Tennessee. Half the garrison consisted of Negro troops and the rebels killed every Negro they found. By the end of the war, 200,000 Negroes had served in the Union Army and more than 38,000 had given their lives. (C. Eric Lincoln, The Negro Pilgrimage in America, New York: Bantam Books, 1967, p. 60) 

	The Emancipation Proclamation was a major blow against the South and served as a turning point in the Civil War. Yet, for all its historical interpretation with regards to liberty for slaves, it should be made clear that the Emancipation Proclamation was in fact a military strategy to defeat the Confederate states. The war was going badly and Lincoln was losing support at home and abroad. England had strong economic ties with the South and was on the verge of entering the war on the South's behalf. Lincoln had trouble within his own party and erosion of support throughout the North, the source of his political base of support. 

	According to Princeton University historian Sean Wilentz: 

	 

	The Proclamation became necessary to hold his remaining supporters and to forestall, so he believed, English recognition of the Confederacy. 'I would save the Union,' he wrote in answer to Horace Greeley's cry for emancipation. '...If I could do it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it.' In the end, freeing all the slaves seemed necessary. It was evidently an unhappy frame of mind in which Lincoln resorted to the Emancipation Proclamation. Things had gone from bad to worse and as a result the slaves were to be declared free! (Sean Wilentz, The Best American History Essays on Lincoln, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, p. 33) 

	While Lincoln tried to convince Americans that emancipation would be in the best interest of the country, he found opposition within his own party who concluded that freedom for slaves amounted to nothing more than a war measure that would force the South to surrender. According to A.J. Juckett, a loyal soldier on the frontlines: 'I don't think Mr. Lincoln's proclamation is going to do any particular good as we cannot free slaves until we capture the territory they are in. We don't seem to be having much success now,' he wrote. As a colored army, I don't care if they do make the fight. It will not hurt them any more than it will me. And it was not just the men in the trenches who were less than enthused. General Henry Halleck dryly commented in a backhanded compliment to Horace Greeley, 'the conflict is now a damned Tribune abolition war.' (Jeffrey Manber and Neil Dahlstrom, Lincoln's Wrath, Naperville, Illinois: SourceBooks, 2005, p. 208) 

	Despite concerns even in the Union army, many Republicans saw the proclamation as a military tool that undermined Southern strength, and as an adept political move that kept Great Britain from inching closer to recognizing its economic trading ties to the South. To be sure, Lincoln's primary purpose was saving the Union, not the emancipation of slaves, yet Lincoln was at the same time a master politician who understood the need to pressure the South into a political position that left it few options. 

	According to Princeton Professor James McPherson: The 'sole purpose' of the war was to restore the Union, he told wavering Republicans. 'But no human power can subdue this rebellion without using the Emancipation lever as I have done.' More than 100,000 Black soldiers were fighting for the Union, and their efforts were crucial to northern victory. They would not continue fighting if they thought the North intended 'to betray them...if they stake their lives for us they must be prompted by the strongest motive...the promise of freedom. And the promise being made, must be kept... There have been men who proposed to me to return to slavery the Black warriors who had risked their lives for the Union. I should be damned in time and in eternity for so doing. The world shall know that I will keep my faith to friends and enemies, come what will.' (James M. McPherson, Abraham Lincoln and the Second American Revolution, New York: Oxford University Press, 1991, p. 88) 

	The Emancipation Proclamation 

	By the President of the United States of America: A Proclamation. 

	Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 'That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, be then, thenceforward, and forever free; including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.' Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixtythree, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit: Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia. And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States and parts of States are, and henceforth shall be free. (Henry Louis Gates, Abraham Lincoln on Race and Slavery, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009, pp. 268)  

	The Emancipation Proclamation did more than any other effort put forth by Lincoln to destroy the South, for it literally destroyed the Southern economy. The Proclamation struck at the heart of the South's base of survival both internally and externally as it left the Confederacy few options that would allow it to move forward whereby it might seek alliance abroad. Lincoln blocked every avenue for the Confederacy to build a sound economic base that Europe might recognize. The Confederacy was desperate for recognition from England and other European nations; however, Lincoln's proclamation and the trade blockade made Southern desperation a lost cause. To this end, Confederates began to rethink their options and consider the possibilities of enlisting slaves in the Confederate cause. Slaves deserted the plantation and thus food became scarce. Supplies were in short demand and trade with Europe was nearly destroyed, since Lincoln ordered a blockade of Southern seaports in order to prevent trade from the outside. Death from starvation was widespread as the South struggled to maintain its existence. 

	Slaves Prove Essential to the Southern Cause 

	As the North began to push deeper into the South with greater intensity and force, the South became alarmed and desperate. As the Confederacy continued to weaken before the onslaughts of a foe that could replace losses and add new reinforcements from its pool of immigrant soldiers and its recruitment of over 100,000 Negro troops, some realistic Southerners began to advocate the enlistment of Negro troops. While the western army was at Dalton, Georgia, only one week after Joseph E. Johnson took command in the latter part of December 1863, General Patrick Cleburne circulated a document among the officers supporting the recruitment of Negro soldiers. This fascinating and eloquent document, dated January 2, 1864, stated a gloomy view of the Confederacy held by the army and many other people, if a large accession of manpower were not added to the Southern army to counterbalance the strength of the  Union army. (Clement Eaton, Jefferson Davis, New York: Free Press, 1977, p. 258) President Jefferson Davis understood the severity of the situation. He was faced with a tight blockade of his ports, the slaves were escaping to the Union lines and food was scarce. The President was in a desperate situation and thus he appealed to the slaves for help. On February 17, 1864 he signed a law providing for the employment of free Negroes and slaves by the army to be used as teamsters, cooks, servants in hospitals, laborers on fortifications to the number of 20,000, to be obtained from masters voluntarily offering their services, but they could not be obtained voluntarily in sufficient numbers, they must be impressed, with the condition, however, that not more than one in five slaves of an owner could be impressed. And on November 7, 1864, he proposed to Congress the employment of 40,000 slaves. (Clement Eaton, Jefferson Davis, New York: Free Press, 1977, p. 259) 

	Davis believed that the slave could be persuaded to fight for the South and defend the Confederacy. If the North could use the Black man to fight why should not the South use him as well? This state of desperation was beyond comprehension as the South sought to persuade slaves to join in a cause that was not in the best interest of the slave. Indeed, when President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, thousands of slaves fled the plantation for the Union lines. They were accepted into the Union camps as contraband of war. This placed great pressure on a fragile Southern economy that was at the brink of collapse. 

	Frederick Douglass Makes a Call to Arms for Slaves to Join the Union 

	Perhaps one of the best known orators during the Civil War was Frederick Douglass. Douglass was born a slave in Eastern Maryland about 1817. His true date of birth is unknown for slave masters kept few records of such details. Yet he chose Valentine's Day in February in honor of his mother. Douglass was a leading abolitionist who became an ardent supporter of the Union cause during the Civil War and as such, he urged Black men to join the army and fight for the Union cause. Douglass declared: 'Men of Color, to Arms!'  

	When first the rebel cannon shattered the walls of Sumter and drove away its starving garrison, I predicted that the war then and there inaugurated would not be fought out entirely by white men. Every month's experience during these dreary years has confirmed that opinion. A war undertaken and brazenly carried on for the perpetual enslavement of colored men, calls logically and loudly for colored men to help suppress it. Only a moderate share of sagacity was needed to see that the arm of the slave was the best defense against the arm of the slaveholder. Hence, with every reverse to the national arms, with every exulting shout of victory raised by the slave-holding rebels, I have implored the imperiled nation to unchain against her foes her powerful Black hand. Slowly and reluctantly that appeal is beginning to be heeded sooner. That it should not may or may not have been best. This is not the time to discuss that question. Leave it to the future. When the war is over, the country is saved, peace established and the Black man's rights are secure, as they will be, history with an impartial hand will dispose of that and sundry other questions. Action! Action! Action! (Joanne Grant, Black Protest: History, Documents and Analyses 1619 to the Present, Greenwich, Conn.: Fawcett Publishing Co., 1974, p. 112) 

	The day dawns; the morning star is bright upon the horizon! The iron gate of our prison stands half open. One gallant rush from the North will fling it wide open, while four million of our brothers and sisters shall march out into liberty. The chance is now given you to end in a day the bondage of centuries, and to rise in one bound from social degradation to the plane of common equality with all other varieties of men. Remember Denmark Vesey of Charleston; remember Nathaniel Turner of Southampton; remember Shields Green and Copeland, who followed John Brown, and fell as glorious martyrs for the cause of the slave. (Douglas T. Miller, Makers of America: Frederick Douglass and the Fight for Freedom, New York: Facts on File Publications, 1988, p. 102) 

	Douglass traveled tirelessly speaking on behalf of the Union cause with regards to recruitment and Black men in both the North and the South. 

	Black Troops Answered the Call 

	Black men answered Douglass' call by joining the Union forces. When the war began initially, there was no real rush to enlist Black troops to fight in the Union. In fact, there was a concern that Black troops were cowards who would desert their post at the first threat of violence. 

	Many in the North were surprised to find that Negroes especially those who had been slaves, made good soldiers. 'The idea of their doing any serious fighting against white men is simply ridiculous,' said one Southern newspaper. The reports from the battlefields soon ended the laughter. In more than 200 battles, they fought bravely and won praise from both friends and enemies. Twenty Negroes won the Medal of Honor, America's highest military honor. At Milliken's Bend Negro troops faced an attacking force of Texans twice the size of their own. (William Katz, Eyewitness: The Negro in American History: A Living Documentary of the Afro-American Contribution to U.S. History, New York: Pittman Publishing, 1967, p. 213) 

	The 54th Massachusetts Volunteers was an all-Black regiment that fought for no pay.  

	On July 18, 1863, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteers, the first Negro regiment from the North, distinguished themselves in their attacks on Fort Wagner, South Carolina coast. In this letter on October 15, 1863, Colonel M.S. Littlefield forwards to the Governor of Massachusetts an eyewitness report of Sergeant William Carney's heroism. When the Sergeant arrived to within about one hundred yards of the fort, he was in the first battalion, which was in the advance of the storming column. He received the regimental color, pressed forward to the front rank, near the Colonel Shaw, who was leading the men over the ditch. He says they ascended the wall of the fort, the ranks were full, but as soon as they reached the top, 'they melted away' before the enemy's fire 'almost instantly.' He received a severe wound in the thigh, but fell only upon his knees. (William Katz, Eyewitness: The Negro in American History, New York: Pittman Publishing, 1967, p. 231)  

	Such acts of bravery were repeated countless times as Black soldiers demonstrated that they were the equal of white soldiers in combat. It was this demonstration of valor on the battlefield that brought great pressure to bear on the South as the tide began to turn in favor of the North. The Civil War was a total war that involved masters, slaves, those who would seek to colonize slaves in other lands as well as abolitionists. Perhaps, the best known abolitionist to have been in the Civil War was Harriet Tubman. 

	General Hunter asked at one time if she would go with several gun-boats up the Combahee River, the object of the expedition being to take up the torpedoes placed by the rebels in the river, to destroy railroads and bridges, and to cut off supplies from the rebel troops. She said she would go if Colonel Montgomery was to be appointed commander of the expedition. Colonel Montgomery was one of John Brown's men, and was well known to Harriet. Accordingly, Colonel Montgomery was appointed to the command, and Harriet, with several men under her, accompanied the expedition. (Katz, p. 235) 

	The North and the South were locked in a desperate struggle for victory and as such both regions had moved beyond slavery and emancipation in a desperate struggle for victory. 

	Both former slaves and the northern Blacks however had played their part in the war. This was less true in the South than in the North, though in February 1865, the Confederate Congress finally passed legislation that allowed for the impressment of slaves, in the Confederate army, using them as laborers, drivers, and cooks, and allowing more white soldiers to reach the front lines. But it had been too late; the South had not been able to enlist Black soldiers quickly enough to make good on its army losses. The same was not true in the North, which had 178,895 Blacks in its ranks at the end of the contest. Black soldiers fought in 39 major battles and 410 minor engagements, suffering 68,178 casualties. (Mark Perry, Conceived in Liberty: Joshua Chamberlain, William Oates and the American Civil War, New York: Viking Press, 1997, p. 305) 

	Watch Your Backs Boys 

	Colored troops who fought for the North were in constant fear for their own lives and their own safety, not just from Confederate troops but from their own fellow troops as well. Many were killed by their own men, or led into dangerous missions and not given sufficient support at critical points in battle. 

	Black men were repeatedly and deliberately used as shock troops, when there was little or no hope of success. In February, 1863, Thomas Wentworth Higginson led Black troops into Florida, and declared: 'It would have been madness to attempt with the bravest white troops what was successfully accomplished by Black ones.' (Robert V. Haynes, Blacks in White America Before 1865, New York: David McKay Co., 1972, p. 470) 

	Indeed, Black troops were little more than cannon fodder for Union commanders who thought nothing of sending them into the most dangerous campaigns. They were the first to be targeted for assault once they were engaged in battle.  

	In April 1863 there were white companies from Maine and seven Negro companies on Ship Island, the key to New Orleans. The Black troops were attacked by Confederates who outnumbered them five to one. The Negroes retreated so as to give the Federal gunboat Jackson a chance to shell their pursuers. But the white crew disliked the Negro soldiers, and opened fire directly upon the Black troops while they were fighting the Confederates. (Robert V. Haynes, Blacks in White America Before 1865, New York: David McKay Co., 1972, p. 470)  

	To this end, the Black soldier had to fight the Confederate soldier who was advancing towards him with intentions of doing him bodily harm. He also had to keep a watchful eye on white Union troops in the rear who held the same intent. 

	There were points during engagements when it was unclear who the enemy was and whether the Black soldier would be killed by the Confederate soldier or by men in his own battalion. 

	The Emancipation Proclamation: Relieves the Pressure on Northern Troops Entering the South 

	One important result of the Emancipation was the decentralization of the Negro population. Even though there were about 500,000 freedmen in the country at the time of the Emancipation, concentrated predominantly in cities like New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Albany, Newark, Pittsburgh, and in the border states, the major part of the Negro population lived in the South as slaves. The Emancipation, or at least the movement of the Union soldiers through the South and the subsequent departure of the plantation owners, produced an immediate movement among a great many Negroes. As soon as the Union Army approached, most of the slaves struck out to find themselves new places to live, or at least safer places. The great majority of ex-slaves remained in the South, but some left immediately for the West and North. And even the Negroes who remained in the South were more scattered than before, though, to be sure, Negro communities set up almost immediately. (LeRoi Jones, Blues People, New York: Morrow Quill Paperbacks, 1963, p. 51) 

	Thus, as hard as the slave masters tried to prevent the spread of the news of emancipation, there was no stopping the fact that the word was spreading across the North and the South that slavery in the South had come to an end. The news of emancipation delighted the slaves while it infuriated the slave master. 

	Did You Hear the News? We's Free! 

	The news that the slaves were set free by government order spread slowly throughout the South. There were several reasons for the lack of speed with regards to the spread of the news. First, masters intentionally did not allow slaves to know that they were free for it would mean that they the masters would lose their labor force and this was the foundation of their economic survival. Another concern was whether or not a freed slave might seek retribution against a master that had been cruel to his slaves during slave servitude. Lincoln's proclamation was not received well in the South. 

	The President and the Confederate Congress were especially aroused to resentment by the North's using Negro troops led by white officers, and by the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln. On December 24, 1862, Davis practically threatened death to slave troops and their officers who were captured by ordering them to be turned over to the states and dealt with as agents to instigate slave war. The Confederate Congress on April 30, 1863, voted that white officers leading Negro troops should be 'deemed as inciting servile insurrection,' and when captured should be put to death. After Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, freeing the slaves in the seceded states, Davis condemned it as encouraging slaves to assassinate their masters, announcing that commissioned officers carrying it out would be dealt with as engaged in inciting slaves to revolt, and that captured slaves enlisted as soldiers would be treated as unwilling instruments and discharged to their homes on parole. Yet within fifteen months the Confederacy itself was enlisting Negro soldiers. (Clement Eaton, Jefferson Davis, New York: The Free Press, 1977, p. 143) 

	The War Begins to Come to a Close 

	On the first days out of Atlanta Negroes by the hundreds began following 'de Linkum sojers,' believing 'de day of Jubilo' had come for them as they shouted, 'Marse Linkum done remember us!' In one rush of the Blacks for deliverance, they clung to Sherman's stirrups, pressed their faces against his horse, hailed him as the Angel of the Lord. One of Sherman's staff men wrote of seeing a Black woman holding a mulatto baby, pointing at Sherman with the cry, 'Dar's de man dat rules de world.' Some 25,000 Negroes in all, it was estimated, from time to time joined the army and were fed by it, three-fourths of them perhaps turning back, homesick or unwilling or unable to stand the

	
	
	
	
	
	The Surrender at Appomattox 

	
	
	
	
