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      I was moved to write this short book when I took a few extra and un-liked cans of cat food to my local cat shelter, Purrfect Pals. I was moving from Duvall, Washington, outside of Seattle, to Charlotte, North Carolina in a few weeks. I also carried a couple of autographed cat books and a cat carrier box full of toys, some new, some gently used. The women at the shelter asked me if I was taking my cats.

      To me that was a foolish question. Of course I was taking my cats! Who wouldn’t? About the fourth time they thanked me for taking my cats with me on the move, I got it. Not everyone took their cats when they moved, particularly not long distance.

      I can’t imagine moving without mine. They are part of the family. Yes, it would be distressing, and yes, driving across country with them was looking like a monumentally stressful task, but I couldn’t make another decision. So I started thinking about why people would leave behind a cat so I could address those concerns.

      Knowing cats, I knew cats hated any change in their routine. Five days on the road was a major change, not to mention a new house. I knew it could be done. Finding a place to stay with a cat could be difficult, but again, I knew it could be done. Finding a house or apartment in a new city when you have a cat could be difficult but since I knew the other things could be done, this could be done too.

      At any rate, the idea for this book was born. There are any number of books out there on traveling with dogs, but not so much on traveling with cats. I purposely sub-titled this to say it was about moving with cats and not traveling, because I’m not going to discuss finding out if your cat has the personality to travel with you in an RV. I’ll let someone else do that. This book is about that enforced travel with a cat because you are moving.

      I’ve divided this book up into three parts based on different types of moves I’ve made. The first is the “across town” move. This is any move that allows you to take small items over to the new place and run errands over there, perhaps after work. It might not be a short drive but you make frequent trips there before the big moving day.

      The second is the “one day” move. This is the move where you can load up a truck in the morning and drive two or three hours to the new place and then unload the next day. You aren’t generally stopping in a hotel, however, the car ride is much longer and there are more things that can go wrong while traveling with the cats. This will be a much longer day for them than the across town move.

      The final section is the “cross-country move.” Any move that is more than a full day move falls into this category even if you’re moving from Seattle to San Diego (definitely not cross-country, but it’s still a comfortable three day drive or a rushed two day drive). The difference in this move is that you will spend one or more nights in a hotel room before you even reach your destination. Also, because of the distance there’s a likelihood that you will have to spend some time in a hotel when you reach your new city.

      The one move I won’t touch on, because I haven’t had to do it, and because regulations vary so greatly from country to country (and subject to change), is the international move. That’s probably the most stressful for both you and your cat or cats. What you will need to know is if there are quarantines required and what health checks your cat will need to go through before entering the country legally.

      At any rate, it is possible to take your cat with you when you move. Make sure you plan ahead for a safe journey. I hope I’m able to offer further tips throughout the book.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            What Type of Move

          

        

      

    

    
      I categorized moving into three different types of moves. Many things will remain the same for your cat, but longer moves will, naturally, require a bit more coordination. When moving, consider how far you are moving.

      Across Town

      If you are moving across town, that’s the easiest move. You’ve probably found another place to live that might be bigger, cheaper, more convenient, or more desirable as a place to live. Because you have a cat, you’ve probably made sure that there isn’t a problem bringing your cat with you to the new place.

      The most difficult part of this move is making sure your cat has a safe room so they don’t get out of the house as you load up your belongings. I typically used a bathroom or the laundry room to shut away the cats when stuff was being loaded up. My cats got a litter box, water, food, and a blanket or something for them to lie on. If there was room, I’d keep their carriers in there too.

      I’ve moved across town with cats on multiple occasions. Sometimes I kept them at the place I was leaving and took them with me to the new place as the last load over there. Sometimes I took them before the loading up started and then gave them a safe room at the new place. When I was married, I moved them first and stayed at the new place unloading other things from my car and putting stuff away that we’d already brought over. My husband stayed at the old place to oversee the movers.

      I think my cats felt safer knowing that while there was something strange going on, they were not in a new place all alone. I was still there, even if I wasn’t in the new room with them.

      One Day Move

      The next type of move is the one day move. I did this when I lived outside of Portland, Oregon and moved up to a suburb of Seattle, Washington. The drive itself was about three and a half hours. In this instance, it wasn’t a long drive but it was long enough that I hadn’t been able to just run a little bit of stuff up there to put away every day. This was a major move, where everything was packed into a truck in one day, and the cats were moved as part of the main moving load.

      In this case, they had a safe room, the bathroom, in the home I was leaving. They had their food, water, litter box, and carriers in there with them. Everything else that was normally in the bathroom had been removed and packed earlier. Once the truck was loaded and the car had most of the stuff I was taking, the cats were put in the car for the drive up to Seattle.

      If you are just renting a truck and the cats will ride in there with you, please make sure the cats will fit in the carriers in the cab so they don’t have to ride in the back. It’s a good idea to check out the inside of the cab of a truck you might rent before you need to do this, just to make sure your cat carriers fit. You’re going too far to come back easily!

      Long Distance Move

      The last type of move is the type of move that inspired this book. I had to move from outside of Seattle, Washington to Charlotte, North Carolina. To add time to this move, my husband had to do training in San Diego, California (yeah, long story) so I drove down there to meet up with him. I did this for two reasons. First, so I’d have more help with the cats when I stopped at night. Second, it was January and I didn’t have a lot of trust in the weather on I-90. At any rate, that added a couple of days to the trip.

      I had a moving company do the work of most of the packing and loading up the furniture. The cats were locked in a bathroom with the stuff that they would have. Everything else was packed in the back of my car. I checked on the cats regularly to make sure all was well. Then I had to travel with them for several days across country, stopping in hotels, and then finally arriving at the new house, where there was no furniture for the first day.

      We all made it. I didn’t go crazy. The cats didn’t die. No one ran away. I didn’t get turned away at any hotels. The car didn’t break down in the middle of the desert. But it took some planning. In fact, it took the most planning of all the moves I’ve made.
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      Know when you need to move and plan accordingly. Some moves are easier logistically. Sometimes you can plan when you want to purchase your dream house across town and move in the early summer. Other times, you get a job offer and you have to be to the new location by a certain date. Even then, you have a bit of flexibility. Typically there is a window between accepting a job and the actual start date. Use that wisely when planning the move.

      Focus on your cat. You’ll want to be aware of what makes them the most comfortable so you can do your best to offer that while traveling. Additionally, you want to have a sense of how likely they are to try and escape. While microchips are great for all pets, for escape artists, they’re invaluable. You may also want to put an ID tag on a collar for that escape artist when you move.

      Another reason to consider what makes your cat comfortable is when you decide how to travel. Will you drive, like I did, or will you fly? Some cats would do better getting the long trip over with. Others would prefer the longer car ride, where at least there is less noise and they can see more of what is going on. The type of carrier you are allowed to take on a plane could also be a factor, and, for multi-cat households, whether or not you can easily separate your cats
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