
		
			
				[image: Cover for The Mountains Are Calling]
			

		

	
		
			Praise for

			The Mountains Are Calling

			“What an incredible book to walk us through the mountaintop experiences God gave to so many of his saints in Scripture. If you’ve longed for a new kind of intimacy with God, a fresh experience of who he is and what he wants for you, this book is for you. It will, as Jarrett Stephens promises, change your perspective, first on who God is and second on who you are. You’ll love this book!”

			—J. D. GREEAR, PhD, pastor of The Summit Church, Raleigh-Durham, NC

			“Most of us have had a mountaintop experience that quickly loses its luster or exhausts its energy. In The Mountains Are Calling, Jarrett Stephens will equip and empower you to recognize God’s hand in those spiritual moments that can be a catalyst for your growth. Whether you are literally going to the mountains or just putting aside time for God, Jarrett will show you how God can use it.”

			—KYLE IDLEMAN, pastor and author of Not a Fan and Grace Is Greater

			“To read The Mountains Are Calling is one of the best investments you can make for your soul. Jarrett Stephens charges us not only to take advantage of our mountaintop times with God but also to allow those experiences to permeate our lives and the lives of those around us. If you have an insatiable desire to understand more about God and who you are in light of him, this book is for you!”

			—LEVI LUSKO, pastor of Fresh Life Church and author of Swipe Right and Through the Eyes of a Lion

			“I have known and loved Jarrett Stephens for a decade and recommend without reservation his book, The Mountains Are Calling. Behind the pen of these printed pages is a life of unquestioned character and a spotless reputation. Read it and reap! It will take you to new heights in your own spiritual journey.”

			—O. S. HAWKINS, president and CEO of GuideStone Financial Resources and author of The Joshua Code and the Code series

			“I highly recommend this book no matter where you are on your faith journey. Jarrett writes with clarity and transparency. It’s an honor to call him my friend and pastor. My life has been made richer because of this godly man.”

			—SHEILA WALSH, author of It’s Okay Not to Be Okay

			“Reading The Mountains Are Calling, coupled with Jarrett’s teachings, I’ve learned that the only way our family will get to the mountain God is calling us to is on our knees.”

			—KALEB CANALES, New York Knicks assistant coach

			“There’s something about exploration that’s always fascinated me. The greatest explorers learn that when the climber achieves the mountain peak, it makes all the difficulty, challenge, and pain it took to get there worthwhile. In The Mountains Are Calling, Jarrett Stephens captures exactly what that means for a Christian today. How do we conquer the mountains we’re faced with, and what can God reveal to us as we see the world from that vantage point? While we can’t always live on the mountain, the moments we spend there make the journey worthwhile. Get this book. It will challenge your thinking about moving beyond your limits and give you a new vision for what God can accomplish with your life.”

			—PHIL COOKE, PHD, filmmaker, media consultant, and author of The Way Back: How Christians Blew Our Credibility and How We Get It Back

			“Mountaintops are both rugged and inspirational. Jarrett Stephens has done an excellent job unveiling biblical summits in an applicable way to those of us who feel like we are trudging through the valley most days. Let Jarrett be your climbing guide as you hike upward to discover more about yourself and, more importantly, about the Maker of the mountains.”

			—GREGG MATTE, pastor of Houston’s First Baptist Church and author of Unstoppable Gospel

			“Jarrett Stephens is one of my heroes! He not only loves God and people—he lives it out in the way he invests in others. In his book, The Mountains Are Calling, Jarrett guides us on a journey to meet God, increase our self-awareness, and discover how we can best serve others. This book is a game changer and leaves me eagerly anticipating his future books!”

			—CALEB KALTENBACH, author of Messy Grace and God of Tomorrow

			“If you are longing for a mountaintop experience with God, I urge you to choose Jarrett Stephens as your sherpa. In his book, The Mountains Are Calling, Jarrett takes you on a hike full of affection-stirring page turns. You will see, with great clarity, the life lessons that God teaches us from the high places in Scripture. This book is for anyone who seeks to know and love God more.”

			—JONATHAN POKLUDA, teaching pastor of Watermark Community Church and The Porch and author of Welcome to Adulting

			“Transforming moments occur on mountains. In this motivating book by my friend Jarrett Stephens, you will discover that when God brings you to a mountain in your life, he will see you through. Battles, decision-making, and greater faith always await you on the mountain. When you read this book, you will be ready to ascend the mountain, experience God, and then descend the mountain with a vision to change the world.”

			—DR. RONNIE FLOYD, senior pastor of Cross Church, president of the National Day of Prayer, and past president of the Southern Baptist Convention

			“The message of this book is paramount for our souls. In The Mountains Are Calling, Jarrett Stephens has successfully parlayed his gift for teaching the Scriptures from the pulpit to the printed page. I highly recommend you make the climb with him through this incisive and powerful invitation to intimacy with God. You’ll be glad you did.”

			—MICHAEL NEALE, national best-selling author and Dove Award–winning songwriter

			“Jarrett is a great friend and a wonderful pastor. I love the heart of The Mountains Are Calling, urging us to break away and experience God in a way that changes everything!”

			—BOB BEAUDINE, best-selling author of The Power of WHO! and 2 Chairs

			“When I heard Jarrett Stephens talk about a preaching series he was going to do on the mountaintop experiences found in the Bible, I thought it was such a great idea. So many important events in the Bible take place on a mountain: Mount Carmel, Mount Moriah, Mount Sinai, and the Mount of Transfiguration. At each venue we see that God is the protector, the provider, the sustainer, the transformer, and so much more. Let God take you to the mountaintop and experience a new point of view.”

			—KERBY ANDERSON, president of Probe Ministries and host of Point of View radio talk show
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			To Debbie and my girls: Riley, Kelsey, Landry, and Cameron.

			There is no one I would rather ascend the mountains of life with than you.

		

	
		
			
				Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.

				As the mountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people,
from this time forth and forevermore.

				PSALM 125:1–2
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			When you see the pencil icon above, you may want to fill out your answers on a separate piece of paper or use the Notes functionality on your eReader.

			If you are using a touch-screen reader or app, simply hold your finger over the first word in the line and then select “Note” to create a note and begin typing your answer.

			If you are using a non-touch-screen reader, move your cursor up to the line where you want to enter an answer and then begin typing to create a new note.

			You can then reference your answers anytime you are reading the eBook as they will be stored as notes on your device.

		

	
		Foreword

		
			The Christian life is a series of mountaintops and valleys, and the way up is not always a straight path or an easy road. There are many obstacles and challenges along the way. But once you reach the top, you realize the climb was worth it. At the top of the mountain is clearer air, a longer look, and the achievement of getting there. Call it perspective. Because once you have arrived, mountaintop experiences are fresh, exhilarating, and fulfilling and inspiring as well. The old hymn says: “I’m pressing on the upward way. New heights I’m gaining every day. Still praying as I’m onward bound, ‘Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.’ ”

		As you read Jarrett Stephens’s The Mountains Are Calling, you will encounter God in the summit places of the Bible. So often God met his people and pointed them to a better future from the vantage point and clear perspective of a mountaintop.

		Looking back on my own life, I celebrate those uplifting, elevating moments when it seems you can reach out and touch God. Every Christian should seek the summits and desire a higher plane of life. Jarrett Stephens will help take you through a journey onward and upward. As my dear friend and Prestonwood member, Zig Ziglar, used to say: “See you at the top!” For there at the top of the mountain, we experience God’s best for our lives.

		I can say without hesitation that Jarrett Stephens understands the upward way. He is a “mountaineer.” From the first day I met him as a young Prestonwood intern and first-year seminary student, his upside potential was obvious. Enthusiastic, godly, gifted, hungry, sincere, and humble, Jarrett began his ministry and ascended to the highest level of leadership in our church. Now, as our teaching pastor, he proclaims God’s Word and teaches Scripture in a way that is real, engaging, and yes, uplifting.

		So, let me encourage you to join in on the journey with Jarrett Stephens as our guide. From Mount Moriah to Olivet, to Calvary and much more, let’s climb together and breathe deeply of the rare air of spiritual heights. And then, from the mountaintops, let us shout it to all the world: Jesus is Lord!

		Dr. Jack Graham

		Pastor, Prestonwood Baptist Church
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		And I Must Go

		
			The mountains are calling and I must go, and I will work on while I can, studying incessantly.

			JOHN MUIR, IN AN 1873
LETTER TO HIS SISTER

		

		

			
			
			I was not familiar with the name John Muir until a friend of mine who knew I was working on this project introduced me to him and his life’s work. Most people knew him as “John of the Mountains.” Muir was a naturalist and wrote a number of books describing his exploits and adventures traveling through and living in the mountains.

		Google search his name and this quote will appear eventually: “The mountains are calling and I must go.” You can find it on everything these days from T-shirts to coffee mugs. But it is actually an abbreviated quote. What’s missing from the usual quote is this: “and I will work on while I can, studying incessantly.” Sure, those missing words don’t make a big difference, but they do shed some light on the purpose behind Muir’s mountain travels. They were not just weekend getaways but rather intentional journeys with the goal of bringing information and inspiration back to the people down below. Muir clearly felt both privilege and responsibility in relation to wonders such as Yosemite and the Sierras and refused to keep to himself what he had learned and experienced in the mountains. He was working for his generation and, whether he realized it or not, for generations to come.

		Above and Beyond the Normal of Life

		
			Let it be said, I’m no John Muir, but I do love the mountains. A few years ago I flew to Colorado to preach at a summer camp for the high school students from our church, Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas. As a twenty-eight-year veteran of church camps, I had a pretty good understanding of the summer-camp environment. Some of you who grew up in church know this environment too. These camps provide a reprieve from the routine of life. Cell phone use is limited so there is a break from technology and the social media that so often fights for the students’ attention. For a week, students learn what it means to seek after and worship the Lord without the everyday responsibilities that typically preoccupy their minds and fill their schedules.

		I initially thought I’d come to the camp and use some sermons that I had in my preaching arsenal. After preaching at years of camps, I knew exactly what type of messages the students needed to hear: sermons on salvation and holiness, calling the students to revival and away from rebellious living. Why reinvent the wheel? I’d just take a few old sermons, freshen up the illustrations, and rehash them to the best of my ability.

		But on this particular occasion, I couldn’t shake the thought that I needed to do something new. It was as if God was letting me know that old, leftover sermons just weren’t going to work, at least not that summer.

		As I began to think and pray about the week, I started reading through my Bible and asked God to give me a series of messages that would really challenge and encourage the students to engage with Christ like never before. I wanted God to speak to me and speak to the students in a fresh way. After all, this was camp, and I wanted these high schoolers to leave camp the same way I did all those years I attended as a camper. I wanted them to have a “mountaintop experience” with God.

		If you have been a follower of Jesus for very long, you know what I mean by that term “mountaintop experience.” It’s a high mark in your walk with the Lord. You sense a closeness to him like never before. His presence is near. Your spiritual vision seems clear, and your resolve to follow him no matter what the cost is strong. It’s here that personal resolutions are made and personal convictions are solidified. From a spiritual standpoint, it’s as if you’re on top of the world.

		This is what I wanted the students to experience, and this was on my mind as I was flying over the mountains to preach at camp that summer. It was in this moment God led me to begin thinking through and reflecting on my own mountaintop experiences with him through the years. Many of them occurred at a camp just like the one where I was headed. While overlooking the mountains below, I sensed this question stirring in my heart: Why not preach to the students about the mountaintop experiences found throughout the Scriptures?

		Now, I am not one who claims to hear the audible voice of God. I read the Bible. I pray. I enjoy listening to the preaching of God’s Word and have a lot of friends who can speak godly counsel into my life. Through the years, these are the normal avenues that I have found myself “hearing from the Lord.” On that airplane though, the still small voice speaking to me at thirty thousand feet seemed louder than ever. It was a word the Lord was speaking straight to my heart, and it quickly became a quest. I knew what God wanted me to do. He wanted me to take these students to the mountains of Scripture to experience him.

		So I started studying the mountaintop moments in the Bible. I began reading every reference to mountains I could find and was blown away by what I discovered. I had no idea how many epic stories of faith that we read in our Old and New Testaments happened on mountains. It seemed that often when God wanted to reveal a truth, command commitment from the people, or instruct in a significant way, he would call his prophets or his people to a mountain.

		
			
					
					Abraham was called to sacrifice his son, Isaac, on Mount Moriah and learned there that God would provide for him and meet his needs.

				

					
					Moses not only met God in a burning bush on a mountain but was allowed into the presence of God and given the Ten Commandments on top of Mount Sinai.

				

					
					Elijah battled the prophets of Baal and found God to be an all-consuming power on Mount Carmel.

				

					
					Jesus preached his first major sermon not from the synagogue in his hometown or the temple in Jerusalem but on the side of a mountain in Galilee. He modeled intimacy with God throughout his ministry as he broke away from the crowds and went to unspecified mountains to pray. He revealed his glory to his disciples in the Transfiguration on Mount Hermon. His suffering, betrayal, ascension, and eventual return all happen on a mountain called Olivet. He gave the church its mission statement from an unnamed mountain in Galilee.

				

			

		

		So many of the most important events and teachings of Scripture took place on mountaintops. I was amazed at this truth that I was personally uncovering for the first time.

		When we landed in Colorado, I was ready to preach. I just had to decide which mountains I would use to show the students how God worked, how he moved on these mountaintops. The journey we walked together those days in Colorado made for an incredible summer camp.

		It was fun seeing God move in the hearts of the students that week in the same way he had moved in mine through the years. It was rewarding watching as campers worshipped him with undivided hearts, enjoyed community with limited distractions, and gave their lives to Christ for the first time. Let’s just say it was transformative in my own life too. Through my preaching about the mountaintop moments in Scripture, we had our own mountaintop experiences with God in the mountains of Colorado. And I have returned often to the truths we talked about that week at camp.

		For a number of years, I’ve thought about that series of messages and what God did in my heart that summer. What made it so special? What was it about these mountains in Scripture that seemed to move me and the students to respond to God in the way that we did that week? It was a question I carried for some time.

		Ironically, I finally figured out the answer to this question on another mountaintop. A few years ago my family went with some friends to Red River, New Mexico. While it’s often a destination for college students during spring break, during the summer it’s more tame and family friendly. We were excited about getting out of the blistering heat of Dallas and found what we were looking for in the cooler weather of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains near Taos.

		Red River has a population of less than five hundred, though it swells to quite a bit more during the different seasons. Each year my girls enjoy riding a ski

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	Step_9780735291201_epub3_nav_r1.xhtml

		
			Contents


			
						Cover


						Title Page


						Copyright


						Dedication


						Contents


						Taking Notes


						Foreword by Dr. Jack Graham


						1: And I Must Go


						2: Mount Moriah - The God Who is Provider


						3: Mount Sinai - The God Who is Holy


						4: Mount Carmel - The God Who is Trustworthy


						5: Mount Desolate - The God Who is Intimate


						6: Mount Eremos - The God Who is Father


						7: Mount Hermon - The God Who is Jesus


						8: Mount Olivet - The God Who is Near


						9: Mount Calvary - The God Who is Love


						10: The Mountain with No Name - The God Who Sends


						Conclusion - The Last Mountain—The God Who is Returning


						Climbing Exercises


						Acknowledgments


						Notes


			


		
		
			
						i


						ii


						iii


						iv


						v


						vi


						vii


						viii


						ix


						x


						xi


						xii


						xiii


						xiv


						1


						2


						3


						4


						5


						6


						7


						8


						9


						10


						11


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						17


						18


						19


						20


						21


						22


						23


						24


						25


						26


						27


						28


						29


						30


						31


						32


						33


						34


						35


						36


						37


						38


						39


						40


						41


						42


						43


						44


						45


						46


						47


						48


						49


						50


						51


						52


						53


						54


						55


						56


						57


						58


						59


						60


						61


						62


						63


						64


						65


						66


						67


						68


						69


						70


						71


						72


						73


						74


						75


						76


						77


						78


						79


						80


						81


						82


						83


						84


						85


						86


						87


						88


						89


						90


						91


						92


						93


						94


						95


						96


						97


						98


						99


						100


						101


						102


						103


						104


						105


						106


						107


						108


						109


						110


						111


						112


						113


						114


						115


						116


						117


						118


						119


						120


						121


						122


						123


						124


						125


						126


						127


						128


						129


						130


						131


						132


						133


						134


						135


						136


						137


						138


						139


						140


						141


						142


						143


						144


						145


						146


						147


						148


						149


						150


						151


						152


						153


						154


						155


						156


						157


						158


						159


						160


						161


						162


						163


						164


						165


						166


						167


						168


						169


						170


						171


						172


						173


						174


						175


						176


						177


						178


						179


						180


						181


						182


						183


						184


						185


						186


						187


						188


						189


						190


						191


						192


						193


						194


						195


						196


						197


						198


						199


						200


						201


						202


						203


						204


						205


						206


						207


						208


						209


			


		
		
			
						Cover


						Cover


						Title Page


						Table of Contents


						Start


			


		
	

OEBPS/images/Step_9780735291201_epub3_L01_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Step_9780735291201_epub3_tp_r1.jpg
THE MOUNTAINS
ARE CALLING

Making the Climb
for a Clearer View of God

and Ourselves

JARRETT STEPHENS

Foreword by DR. JACK GRAHAM

MULTNOMAH





OEBPS/images/Step_9780735291201_epub3_L02_r1.png





OEBPS/images/Step_9780735291201_epub3_cvi_r1.jpg
“If you have an insatiable desire to understand move about God'
and who you are in light of him, this book is for you!”

—Levi Lusko, pastor of Fresh Life Church and author of Swipé Right
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