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Part Three of ‘Jerusalem 1977-2027 ... The Trilogy. Quest For A Just Peace’ encompasses initially the years between Jerusalem visits, from 1978 to 1990. That period’s history and the political-ideological aspects of Israel’s colonization, occupation, and oppression are researched – with the ramifications for Palestinians with their loss of land, rights, and equality. Personal passions and experiences for The Middle East are shared.

There is a lengthy sojourn in 1990 through Egypt, with the Sinai revisited, and then a trek through Jordan. Once more all roads lead to Jerusalem – but with the different realities of The 1st Intifadah. The awe of The Eternal City captivates yet again. Wondrous locales, stalwart characters, and spirits from 1977-78 are celebrated – as are the prospects for peace and understanding.
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1. The Failure of Camp David, Mid-East Passion and Tragedy, Occupation and Colonization

2. Repression. Loss of Land, Rights, and Equality. Intifadah!

3. Return to Jerusalem. Al Quds! “As now. Forever. In Palestine!”

4. Egypt!

5. All Roads Lead To Jerusalem

6. Jerusalem’s Old City Quarters and Intifadah Realities

7. The Eternal City: Shared Past and Shared Religions ... but now, “This is a land for two unequal peoples.”

8. Damascus Gate stabbing and detention. Abu Sa’id Miswadi rooftop reunion.

9. Adieu Al-Quds!
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The Failure of Camp David, Mid-East Passion and Tragedy, Occupation and Colonization

October 6, 1981 – It was a horrendous TV image, gut wrenching, my heart was in my throat. In a daze left my lunch in the lounge and proceeded to my 1 p.m. class. The wizened Social Work prof understood by my expression as I explained and excused myself from this 1st year class.

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat had been gunned down, assassinated as he stood saluting his people. By Egyptian jihadists who called for an overthrow of secular authority, who opposed Sadat for his Camp David peace accords, for recognizing Israel by which jihadists felt betrayed by Sadat.

Those Camp David accords of 1978-79 did fall short. Still, Sadat’s sojourn to Israel while I was there had initially symbolized valour and optimism by a charismatic and also enigmatic Mid-East head of state. I felt with Sadat’s violent death that some personal, intrinsic lived experience as well as some hope, had been ripped from my core.

The Middle East and Jerusalem had been embedded in my soul and spirit. The closest I’d been to the Mid-East since that 1977-78 trip had been while toiling on another decrepit Greek merchant ship. During the first two months of 1979 we disembarked in the Algerian Mediterranean ports of Algiers, Bejaia, and Annaba – unloading a full hull of loose soya from Antwerp, Belgium and then waiting an unremitting time for future orders to some unknown port-of-call. While at the helm at midnight to start my birthday during a ferocious storm off the Algerian coast that rivaled any Atlantic Ocean winter storm, I reflected upon one year previous to a more utopian birthday on Dahab beach in the Sinai.

That early January of 1979 ‘The Caribbean Klif’ embarked at Algiers and upon going ashore our sea-weary crew was informed that Algeria had recently commenced the traditional 40-day mourning period for President Boumediene who had died, mysteriously to some, at age 46. Houari Boumediene was a desert Berber who rose to be an independence leader as Algeria decolonized from France. As president he promoted Arab socialism and supported decolonization. Boumediene condemned Sadat for the Camp David accords and severed ties with Egypt.

This interim trip to Algeria had fanned again the flames of Mid-East passions. Sadat had detractors within and external to Egypt. But his violent death underscored personal loss and systemic failure, profoundly.

But Abu Sa’id and Vesper were right, upon that last departure from The Eternal City of Jerusalem.

“Israel and Egypt are negotiating in secret. They have tried to exclude President Carter because they believe the U.S. will interfere with achieving their own interests. Sadat just wants the Sinai back. Begin will return the Sinai for peace with Egypt. Sadat paid lip service to Palestine! Palestinians are excluded from the Egypt-Israel peace talks. And the questions of Jerusalem and the Palestinian West Bank are not even on the table!”

(Abu Sa’id, Jerusalem, April 1978)

It had been observed that Sadat in Jerusalem in November 1977 had emphasized four points: Egypt would not negotiate a separate peace; Israel needed to retreat from all Occupied Territories seized in 1967 including East Jerusalem; Israel would recognize an independent Palestinian state; Israel would agree to the right-of-return for displaced Palestinians after Israel gained statehood in 1948.

But in The Camp David Accords of September 1978 Sadat settled only for the return of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt. In exchange for only returning the Sinai, Israel received the first formal recognition of Israel as a state from an Arab state - from Egypt the largest Arab state. And the ‘end of war’ with Israel’s biggest adversary. Israel succeeded in removing the Egyptian card from the Arab war option and adeptly held her West Bank card. The other Occupied Territories, and Palestine statehood, and Jerusalem were, as Abu Sa’id had avowed “not even on the table”.

The deal was extremely unpopular among Palestinians and Arab state leaders. Egypt’s membership in The Arab League was suspended. I reflected upon how Amram and his partners and friends in the Sinai would cope with the cessation of Amram’s tanker truck sojourns into that Sinai community.

Camp David was followed by the ostensible ‘Framework For Peace In The Middle-East’ in 1979. It was rejected by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) because the framework had no participation from the UN or the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and did not address Palestinian right-of-return, self-determination, national independence and sovereignty. As signatory on Camp David, American President Carter was seen as abandoning his previous support for Palestinian self-determination, as obstructing an independent Palestinian state, and as enabling the continued Israeli occupation of Palestine. A year later Israel annexed East Jerusalem and began construction there of more Jewish settlements. A year after that, Sadat was assassinated.

Taking into account Israeli Prime Minister Begin’s ideology, his rhetoric and political moves following Camp David and second election victory in 1981, it was apparent that “a well-conceived, carefully planned, and utterly consistent strategy to implement the Likud Party’s pledge that ‘Western Eretz Yisrael’ [The Land of Israel] would never be divided again” was the modus operendi of the Israeli government. [1]

Same year (1981) struck the soul again with attacks in areas personally explored in 1977-78. West Beirut. Israel from the air bombed that civilian Moslem neighbourhood where Yassir Arafat and his PLO were still headquartered - with 300 civilians killed. In June 1982 Israel invaded South Lebanon, with heavy loss of life of Palestinian refugees who had been expelled there from northern Israel after 1948. Israel advanced its land invasion and occupied Beirut during that summer and forced Arafat and PLO, in a triumphant-type evacuation parade through Beirut, to relocate their headquarters to Tunisia. With chagrin received a letter from a young Jewish Brit kibbutz friend who had enlisted in the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) - reminding of my ‘dark humour’ prediction that I could give him addresses of good friends to call upon in Beirut, sensing that possibility prior to the Israeli invasion.

But what hit the heart hardest, was the brutal indiscriminate massacre
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