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          This book is dedicated to every believer who knows what it feels like to stand among the ruins and wonder if worship can ever rise again.

          To the weary heart that has seen broken places, delayed answers, weakened hands, and seasons where the work seemed to cease, may the book of Ezra remind you that God is not finished when the altar is in ashes.

          To the servant of the Lord who longs to see homes, churches, families, and hearts return to the Word of God, may you be strengthened to build again, pray again, give again, serve again, and believe again.

          To every preacher, teacher, missionary, parent, and faithful Christian who carries the burden of restoration, may you remember that the good hand of God is still upon those who seek Him.

          And above all, this book is dedicated to the Lord God of heaven, who keeps His promises, stirs hearts, restores worship, revives His people, and calls us back to the altar through His mercy and truth.

    

  


  
    
      Ezra 3:2 “Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God.”

      

      
        
        “Before the temple was finished, the altar was restored. Before the walls were secure, worship returned. Before the ruins disappeared, sacrifice rose again unto God. This is the heart of Ezra: when the Lord brings His people home, He first calls them back to the altar.”
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          The book of Ezra is a testimony that God knows how to bring His people back. It begins after judgment, after captivity, after broken walls, after a burned temple, and after years when Jerusalem looked more like a memory than a place of worship. Yet the Lord had not forgotten His promise, His people, His house, or His name. What Babylon carried away, God could return. What sin had ruined, mercy could begin to restore. What seemed buried beneath ashes could rise again by the good hand of God.

          This devotional is written for hearts that understand broken places. Some ruins are visible, like failed plans, wounded homes, weakened churches, neglected altars, and seasons of spiritual defeat. Other ruins are hidden, lying beneath the surface of the soul, where prayer has grown quiet, worship has grown cold, and obedience has been delayed. Ezra reminds us that restoration does not begin with outward beauty. It begins when God stirs the heart, calls His people home, and brings them back to the altar.

          The journey through Ezra is not simply a journey from Babylon to Jerusalem. It is a journey from captivity to worship, from delay to obedience, from discouragement to renewed labor, and from compromise to covenant faithfulness. We see kings moved by God, vessels restored to sacred use, builders strengthened by prophets, enemies resisted by providence, and a ready scribe who prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.

          But Ezra also reminds us that restoration is not easy. The altar must be rebuilt in the midst of fear. The foundation may be laid with both weeping and shouting. The work may cease for a season. The people may need to confess sins they would rather ignore. True restoration is not sentimental; it is holy. It requires humility, sacrifice, separation, obedience, and a trembling return to the Word of God.

          May these thirty-one days lead you back to the altar. May they strengthen your hands where they have grown weak, awaken your worship where it has grown quiet, and call your heart to seek the Lord again. The God of Ezra is still able to restore worship after ruin.
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      Ezra is a book for anyone who has ever looked at ruin and wondered if worship could rise again. The walls were broken, the temple had been burned, the people had been carried away, and the glory of former days seemed like a memory buried beneath ashes. Yet God had not forgotten His Word, His house, or His people. In His appointed time, He stirred the heart of Cyrus king of Persia and opened a road back to Jerusalem. What Babylon had taken, God was able to restore. What judgment had scattered, mercy began to gather again.

          This book is not merely about returning to a place; it is about returning to the Lord. The remnant came back to rebuild, but before the temple stood complete, the altar was restored. That order matters. Worship came before walls, sacrifice before structure, and obedience before outward beauty. The people still faced fear, opposition, delay, accusation, and discouragement, but the work of God did not die because the enemies of God resisted it. The eye of their God was upon them, and His promise was stronger than their ruins.

          Ezra also reminds us that restoration must reach deeper than buildings. The altar could be rebuilt, the temple could be finished, and the feasts could be kept, but the heart still had to be brought under the Word of God. Ezra came as a ready scribe who had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, to do it, and to teach it. His grief over sin and his prayer of confession show us that true restoration includes repentance.

          May these thirty-one days lead your heart back to worship, back to obedience, and back to the God who still restores after ruin.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
          There are seasons when the soul looks around and sees more rubble than revival. The place where prayer once burned may feel quiet. The altar that once held surrender may seem neglected. The hands that once served with strength may feel weakened by delay, disappointment, or defeat. Yet the book of Ezra reminds us that God does not abandon ruined places when His mercy is still at work.

          Ezra is a book of return. It is the record of a people brought home by the promise of God, not by the strength of man. They came back to a city marked by loss, but they came back under the good hand of the Lord. Before the temple was finished, the altar was rebuilt. Before everything looked beautiful again, sacrifice was restored. That is where true restoration begins.

          This devotional was written to help the reader walk slowly through that sacred journey. Day by day, you will see God stir hearts, restore vessels, gather families, strengthen builders, confront compromise, preserve His purpose, and call His people back to His Word. You will see that the work of restoration is often opposed, delayed, and costly. You will also see that the Lord is faithful through every pause, every tear, every trembling prayer, and every step home.

          The burden of this book is simple: worship can rise again after ruin. A life can be brought back to the altar. A home can return to the Lord. A church can recover holy purpose. A servant can find strength again under the good hand of God.

          May these pages not merely inform you, but stir you. May they lead you to seek the law of the LORD, to do it, and to teach it by your life. May the Lord restore the altar in us first.
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