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		crackle finish
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		This was probably one of the first crafting techniques I ever tried. Once I found out how much fun crackle medium was to use, there was a period of time when few objects escaped my crackle-paint obsession. Nothing adds an aged feel quite like layers of paint peeking through on the surface of an object. Very popular in the 1990s, these finishes are on the rise again as rustic, vintage, and farmhouse styles regain popularity. And they are equally beautiful whether you use contrasting colors (like the gray and teal of this letter) or similar colors that create subtle texture and layering.

		
			MATERIALS

			1 wood letter of your choice

			2 (2-ounce) jars different-colored craft paint

			1 medium craft paintbrush

			1 (2-ounce) jar crackle medium

		

		1.

		Start by giving the wood letter two coats of your base paint color, allowing dry time between and after each coat as recommended on the bottle. Paint the face, sides, and even the back of the letter if it will be visible.
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		2.

		Once the base coat is dry, paint on the crackle medium. The thicker application of the medium, the chunkier the cracks will be in your final paint coat.
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		3.

		Before the crackle medium has dried, apply a layer of the top paint color. The thicker this paint layer, the chunkier the overall appearance of the crackling.
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		4.

		Let dry. As the crackle medium and final paint coat dry, the cracks will be revealed and the base coat color will show through.
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		faux galvanized metal
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		Galvanized metal is created when a protective coating of zinc is applied to metal, such as iron or steel, as a way to prevent rusting. Often seen on farm and industrial tools, galvanized metal finishes are popping up everywhere in home décor, and they work perfectly with current industrial and farmhouse-style design trends. They also lend themselves well to the bedrooms of machinery-obsessed children!

		To easily create this faux galvanized-metal finish, you use a dry-brush technique: you put just a bit of paint on the end of your brush, removing most of the paint from the brush by wiping it on the edge of a water bowl or a piece of paper or cloth, so that you’re left with very little pigment there (hence the term dry-brushing). 

		
			MATERIALS

			1 wood letter of your choice

			1 (2-ounce) jar dark gray or black craft paint

			1 medium craft paintbrush

			1 craft paintbrush with dry and scraggly bristles

			1 (2-ounce) jar matte metallic silver paint

		

		1.

		Apply two coats of the dark gray paint to your letter, letting each coat dry thoroughly after application.
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		2.

		Using the scraggly brush, apply the matte silver paint using a dry-brush technique.
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		3.

		Move the dry-brush/silver paint in a cross-hatched fashion across the letter, creating texture and contrast over the dark gray color below.

		NOTE: Leave some bits of the dark base coat showing through to create the illusion of a textured finish with dimension.
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		watercolor
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		Watercolor is an age-old medium that has been used for hundreds of years. The pigments in tube watercolor paint are suspended in a water-based solution. They are designed to be used wet, and they blend easily to create lovely shades and variations. Once considered very traditional and somewhat dated, watercolor has reemerged in the design world with a vengeance, as witnessed by the rise in popularity of splotches, blobs, and puddles of watercolors seen throughout graphic design, crafts, and décor. Even if you have never tried watercolor paints, you can easily create this simple ombré letter in a few quick steps.

		
			MATERIALS

			1 unprimed wood letter of your choice

			2 small tubes of watercolor paint in tones that will create an ombré effect

			1 watercolor brush

			Plate or palette

			Water

		

		1.

		Put a dab of the lighter paint color on your plate, and mix it with some water. Saturate the watercolor brush with the paint.
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		2.

		Apply the color onto the letter starting at the top; covering the front, back, and sides; and working your way about one-third of the way down the letter.
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		3.

		Dab some of the darker paint color onto your plate, and mix with water. Then begin painting the darker color on the bottom end of your letter, working your way about one-third of the way up the letter.
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		4.

		For the middle third of the letter, add some of the lighter color to your brush and work your way down slightly toward the darker color. Do the same with the darker color, eventually beginning to blend the two colors together in the middle of the letter.
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		chalkboard
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		Perhaps because I’m a teacher and have such fond memories of school in general, I find projects made with a chalkboard finish so appealing. It’s a very traditional look but can be used to create a modern, fun, and trendy letter project. In existence as teaching tools for hundreds of years, chalkboards have exploded in popularity recently—so much so that chalkboard paints are available in a variety of colors in most craft, big-box, and hardware stores, and are used to paint everything from clay pots to mason jars to entire tables and walls. A flat, block-design letter works well for this project. Perfect in a child’s room, playroom, office nook, or even kitchen, a chalkboard letter is both cute and functional, as you can use it to write quick notes, reminders, or inspiring quotes. You could even spell out words like eat or menu in your kitchen, or words like read, learn, or play in a child’s space.

		
			MATERIALS

			1 wood letter of your choice

			1 (2-ounce) jar chalkboard paint (in the color of your choice)

			1 medium craft paintbrush

			Chalk

			Dry cloth or rag

		

		1.

		Apply two coats of chalkboard paint to the wood letter, letting each coat dry thoroughly following the instructions on the paint jar for dry times. If the back of the finished letter will be visible, you should paint it as well. Allow the chalkboard paint to cure for 24 hours before using it.
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		2.

		To seal your chalkboard paint so that the first words you write on it will not be permanently etched into the surface, “prime” the cured chalkboard by rubbing it all over with chalk.
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		3.

		Wipe the letter clean using the dry rag. The chalk will leave a slightly hazy finish.

		NOTE: Once the letter is primed, it is ready to use. You can write quotes, verses, or notes on it, or draw little pictures to decorate it. You could use it as a memo board, or create a more permanent design on it using a chalkboard pen (available at craft stores).
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		color blocking

		
			[image: ]
		

		Color blocking, often seen on fabrics and fashion designs, is when an item is composed of finite blocks of color. The selection of contrasting colors lends further pop to items treated with this fun technique. Originally popular in fashion and décor in the 1960s, color-blocking creates a fun, modern feel, and color-block letters are no exception. Given a slightly more rustic touch with the use of contrasting stain and paint, this ampersand would be a perfect accent on a bookcase or displayed on a gallery wall.

		Note that it’s important to use delicate-surface painter’s tape, which is designed for use on surfaces that have been very recently painted (or stained). Also note that instead of pickling stain, you could use another paint color, one that contrasts with your first paint color choice.

		
			MATERIALS

			1 unprimed wood letter of your choice

			1 piece 150 (or higher) grit sandpaper

			Dry, lint-free cloth

			1 (2-ounce) jar craft or pickling stain

			1 or 2 medium craft paintbrushes

			1 roll delicate-surface painter’s tape

			1 (2-ounce) jar craft paint

		

		1.

		Give your wood letter a light sanding before painting if it isn’t totally smooth, and wipe off any sanding dust with a lint-free cloth.
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		2.

		Give the top third of the letter a coat of stain. Once the stain has dried for a short time, wipe off the excess with a dry, lint-free cloth, and then allow the remaining stain to dry fully.
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		3.

		Tape a line across the stained top of the letter using delicate-surface painter’s tape. Be sure to press down the edge of the tape firmly enough so that the craft paint will not leak under it.
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		4.

		Apply two coats of craft paint to the bottom two-thirds of the ampersand, letting each coat dry fully after application. Once dry, carefully remove the tape to reveal a crisp line between the two blocks of color.
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		cork and stenciling
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		Stenciling is a great paint technique that allows you to easily add interest and pattern in almost any style imaginable. With the huge variety of stencils available at craft stores, I thought this slightly boho stencil would look perfect layered over the rustic texture of the natural cork. It would be very easy to cover a letter with cork and stop there, perhaps using it as a decorative corkboard, but I thought I’d take this project a step further. A series of cork-covered letters spelling words like family, work, or life could be used to create a unique and informal display.

		
			MATERIALS

			1 wood letter of your choice

			Scissors

			1 package cork roll

			1 small container craft glue

			X-Acto knife

			Cutting mat

			1 roll delicate-surface painter’s tape

			Stencil

			1 or 2 (2-ounce) jars craft paint (in colors of your choice)

			1 small to medium stencil brush

		

		1.

		Cut a piece of cork slightly larger than your letter. Adhere the cork to the letter using craft glue, pressing on it until it stays in place. After the glue has dried and the cork is well adhered to the letter, use an X-Acto knife and a cutting mat to carefully trim the cork to the shape of the letter.
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		2.

		Use painter’s tape to hold the stencil in place on the letter while doing your stenciling. When stenciling, be sure to dab directly up and down; do not paint using a traditional brushing motion or you risk the paint bleeding under the stencil.
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		3.

		Remove the stencil, wash and dry it, and leave the letter untouched until the first layer of paint is dry to the touch before placing the stencil again. To complete your first layer, move the stencil up the letter, making sure to overlap and line up the design correctly.
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		4.

		After completing all the stenciling with one color and allowing it to dry to the touch, overlay the stencil again, lining it up with the pieces you’ve painted. Tape over the painted pieces and proceed with stenciling the second color. Wash, dry, and move the stencil up as you did in step 3 to complete the second layer of color.
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