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Jack Frost’s Spell

 

I have a plan to cause some strife

And use those fairies to change my life.

I’m going to take their charms away

And make my dreams come true today!

 

I’ll build a castle made of sweets,

And spoil the fairies’ silly treats.

I just don’t care how much they whine,

Their cakes and lollies will be mine!
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“What an amazing birthday this has been!” said Kirsty Tate, doing a twirl in the middle of the pavement.

“It’s been the best birthday ever,” agreed her best friend Rachel Walker. “I’ve enjoyed it just as much as you, even though it’s not MY birthday!”
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Rachel was visiting the Tate family for the spring half term, and they were all walking home with Kirsty’s parents from Wetherbury Park, where they had been celebrating Kirsty’s birthday at the village funfair.

“So what’s been the best thing about your birthday?” asked Mr Tate.


Kirsty threw her hands into the air.

“I can’t decide!” she said with a laugh. “Everything has been perfect. Rachel’s here for a visit, Aunt Harri gave us a guided tour of Candy Land, and we’ve had a brilliant time at the funfair.”
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“Well, your birthday is about to get even better,” said Mrs Tate.

Kirsty stopped and looked at her parents and her best friend. Their eyes were sparkling with happiness.

“We’ve got another birthday surprise for you,” Mr Tate added.

Kirsty looked at their smiling faces in excitement.

“You have to tell me what the surprise is!” she pleaded.
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Rachel shook her head. “That would spoil it,” she said. “Come on, let’s hurry back home.”

The girls held hands and rushed ahead.

“It’s really hard to keep secrets from you,” Rachel said in a breathless voice. “We usually share all our secrets, don’t we?”

The girls shared one of the biggest secrets imaginable. They were friends of Fairyland, and their latest magical adventures were some of the most thrilling they had ever had.

“My birthday would be absolutely perfect if we could just help the last Sweet Fairy get her magical charm back from Jack Frost,” said Kirsty.

Two days ago, Jack Frost and his mischievous goblins had stolen the magical charms that belonged to the seven Sweet Fairies. Honey the Sweet Fairy had come to ask the girls for their help.

“We’ve already found six of the Sweet Fairies’ charms,” said Rachel. “There’s just one more to find.”

The Sweet Fairies needed their magical charms to look after all kinds of delicious sweet treats in both Fairyland and in the human world. But Jack Frost wanted all the sweets for his special project – a giant Candy Castle! He gave the Sweet Fairies’ charms to his goblins for safekeeping and ordered them to bring back all the sweets from the human world.

“The worst part of it is that today is Treat Day in Fairyland,” said Kirsty. “If Queen Titania and King Oberon haven’t got sweets to put in the treat baskets for the fairies, Treat Day will have to be cancelled.”

At that moment they reached Kirsty’s front door. Rachel gave her best friend’s hand a squeeze.

“Forget about Jack Frost for now,” she said. “We can think about how to find the last charm later. Right now, your last birthday treat is waiting!”

Kirsty’s parents caught them up and opened the door. As Kirsty stepped inside, there was a loud shout.

“SURPRISE!”

Aunt Harri and all Kirsty’s school friends jumped out, waving balloons and banners! Kirsty’s mouth fell open and her eyes grew wide.

“A party?” she said in an amazed whisper. “I can’t believe it. I had no idea!”
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Everyone laughed and cheered, and then her friends pulled her into the sitting room. It was beautifully decorated with pink, yellow and turquoise balloons, rainbow-coloured bunting and a big “Happy Birthday Kirsty” banner.

“This is fantastic,” said Kirsty. “Thank you all so much!”

“Happy birthday!” said Rachel, giving Kirsty a big hug.
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“Come into the kitchen and see your cake,” said Aunt Harri, her eyes shining.

She led the girls into the kitchen, and they saw a large box sitting on the worktop. It was a cake box from the best bakery in the village, Cupcake Corner. Kirsty clapped her hands together with pleasure.

“I love Cupcake Corner!” she exclaimed.

Aunt Harri grinned at her.

“Then you’re in for a treat,” she said. “Ta-dah!”

She flung open the box and then gasped with dismay. Instead of a beautiful cake, there were only a few crumbs inside!
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“I can’t understand where the cake could have gone,” said Aunt Harri, frowning. “Maybe someone has taken it to put candles on. I’ll go and check.”

She hurried out of the kitchen. Just then there was a shout from Kirsty’s friend Myla in the sitting room.

“Musical chairs!” she called. “Come on, everyone!”

Soon Kirsty and Rachel were alone in the kitchen. They exchanged a worried look.

“This must be the work of Jack Frost and his goblins,” said Rachel.
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As the music started up in the next room, Kirsty leaned over the cake box and examined it.

“I wonder if they’ve left any clues,” she said.

Just then, the musical chairs music stopped. In the silence, the girls heard a soft sob.

“That sounded like a fairy,” said Rachel in an excited voice.

“That bit of icing is glowing,” said Kirsty, pointing to the corner of the box.

Then, to their delight, a tiny fairy peeped out from behind the blob of icing.
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“It’s Nina the Birthday Cake Fairy,” exclaimed Rachel. “Hello, Nina!”


But Nina could hardly speak. Sparkly fairy tears were running down her face.

“Oh girls,” she said, sniffing. “I feel so helpless! I’ve just seen Jack Frost steal your birthday cake, Kirsty, and I couldn’t stop him. He’s got my magic birthday candle charm! I’m so sorry.”

The girls couldn’t bear to see Nina so upset. They wished that they were fairy-sized so that they could put their arms around her.

“Please don’t cry,” said Kirsty. “We’ll help you to get your charm back.”
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“Hey, look!” said Rachel in an excited voice. “There are some crumbs outside the box too.”


“It looks like a trail,” said Kirsty. “Come on, we might be able to catch up with Jack Frost!”

At once, Nina brushed her tears away. She zoomed into the air, looking very determined. She hid in the pocket of Kirsty’s skirt and the girls looked at each other. In the sitting room, the music had started up again.

“No one will miss us yet,” said Rachel. “They’re all enjoying the party. Hopefully we can be back before they realise we’ve gone!”

The trail of crumbs led out of the back door and across the garden. Rachel and Kirsty ran lightly across the grass, following the delicious-looking crumbs until they reached the garden shed.
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“Look, the door’s half open,” whispered Kirsty. “Mum and Dad always close it. There must be someone inside!”

They poked their heads around the door. Inside, someone was standing with his back to them. He was wearing an ice-blue cape and his hair was very spiky.

“Jack Frost,” said Kirsty under her breath.

“And look what’s beside him,” Rachel whispered.

On an upturned crate was a glittering, pink birthday cake. On the top, in rose-pink icing, were the words ‘Happy Birthday Kirsty’.

Jack Frost was rubbing his hands together and cackling with laughter.
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“It can be my birthday every day now that I’ve got Nina’s magic charm,” he gloated. “I’m going to have the biggest birthday party EVER at my Candy Castle, with lots of presents and birthday songs, and I’ll have ALL the sweets in Fairyland and in the human world. Best of all, I’ll have mountains of birthday cake! It serves those interfering fairies right. Ha!”

He raised his wand and zapped the birthday cake with a blast of icy magic. The rose-pink icing seemed to dribble and run, and was replaced with ice-blue writing that said ‘Happy Birthday Jack Frost’.
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Rachel couldn’t bear to watch any more. She felt angry and upset for her best friend. She pushed open the shed door and marched inside. Her eyes were blazing.

“Stop that cackling right now,” she said. “Give Kirsty’s birthday cake back. You’re spoiling her birthday!”
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“Give back Nina’s magic charm too,” added Kirsty, hurrying into the shed after Rachel. “You have to stop being so mean, or else all birthday cakes everywhere will be ruined.”


“I don’t care!” shouted Jack Frost. He cackled again and hurled a bolt of magic at them. The girls dived out of the way, and then there was a loud BANG and a puff of blue smoke. When the smoke cleared, Jack Frost had disappeared. And so had the birthday cake!
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Instantly, Nina waved her wand and the girls were caught up in a candy-coloured swirl of
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