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At Texas Tech in Lubbock, Collin Gentry is living a double life. 

By day, he's the charming frat boy, helping lost freshman Fiona Witherspoon navigate college life and falling for her harder with each passing moment. 

By night, he's devoted to Hilda Stevens, the girl he keeps hidden from the world in a small apartment. 

Torn between duty and desire, Collin's heart is pulled in two directions as he tries to balance his love for two very different women. 

As secrets unravel and passions ignite, Collin must decide which path to follow, knowing that his choice will change their lives forever. 

Will he follow his heart or his heritage?
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Going to college at Texas Tech in Lubbock, Texas, was the best thing to ever happen for Hilda and me. With no one around who knew us, we could go out on occasion. Sure, it had to be really late and not many people could be around, but we could go out together, instead of staying in all the time.

I’d gotten her a small one-bedroom apartment in town. I lived in a frat house near campus. Alpha Phi Alpha was my home away from home. I didn’t stay there much, though, as I preferred to spend my nights with Hilda.

She’d told her family that she worked at the college cafeteria as a cook. I wouldn’t let her work, though. Her only job was taking care of me. And she did it so well too.

I’d left her that morning to come to my physics class. The start of a new school year had the campus chaotic, with new first-year students running around everywhere. I’d been there two years already; I knew where everything was and didn’t ever have to rush.

Turning a corner in the main building, I ran smack dab into a dainty blonde who cursed with the impact, “Oh, darn. Sorry.” 

She moved to the right to get out of my way, but so did I. “Sorry.”

We both dodged to the left. “Oh, my goodness!”

Reaching out, I took her by the shoulders to stop us both. “How about I go right, and you go left?”

She nodded. “Sounds like a plan to me.” Then she bit her lower lip. “You don’t happen to know where English 101 is, do you?”

“I can tell you this much; you’re going in the opposite direction.” I turned her around. “Come with me. I’ll get you there.”

“That would be a great relief if you did.” She clutched her book bag as if it were a lifeline. “I’m so lost here. My parents dropped me off yesterday, and I’ve felt like crying ever since then.”

“Oh, there’s no reason to cry.” I patted her on the back as we headed to our classes that happened to be right next to each other. “This campus isn’t all that hard to get to know. I can show you around after class. I’m Collin, by the way.”

“My name’s Fiona,” she looked at me with wide sky blue eyes, “Witherspoon.”

“Of the Cape Cod Witherspoon’s?” I had to ask as the family was famous for being presidents of many banks in the northern states.

“Well, my father isn’t into banking. He’s into textiles. But we are a part of that family, yes.” She looked down as if shy all of a sudden. “And your last name is?”

“Gentry.” I wasn’t trying to impress the girl, but I thought she might be interested in knowing about our ranch. “My family owns Whisper Ranch in Carthage. Have you heard of it? We supply beef to most of the north.”

“Are you kidding me?” she asked with a smile. “Your ranch’s name is on almost every package of meat my family buys. What a strange fate, meeting you, Collin Gentry.”

“Funny that we both know of each other without really knowing of each other.” I laughed a bit as we arrived to our classrooms. “I’ll be in that room there. If you wait for me when your class finishes, I’ll show you around. That way, you won’t get lost for the rest of the day.”

“Or you could just walk me to my classes, Collin.” She sighed. “I wouldn’t be opposed to that at all. I feel so alone here.”

It was the right thing to do for a girl in her position. “I think I can manage that, Fiona.” We stopped at the door she needed to go through. “See you after class then.”

All smiles, I couldn’t help but notice how pretty she was. “Thanks, Collin. I really do appreciate your help.”

“I’m sure you do.” As she walked into the room, I watched her stance. Fiona stood up straight, her head high, her steps precise. She was the kind of woman a man of my stature would be expected to be with, even marry someday.

I walked away, thinking about that fact. I could never marry Hilda Stevens. Why not set my sights on a woman who would make a good wife for a man like myself?

Hilda didn’t need to know what I did at college. Surely, she understood that one day I would be expected to marry a woman in my class. At least I hoped that she’d understand that.

I did keep Hilda in a nice place, and that wouldn’t stop. I gave her money; I wouldn’t stop doing that either. Nothing would be different, except that I would have another woman in my life. Surely, Hilda knew that would happen someday.

All throughout the class, I thought about Fiona. Her blonde hair, so shiny and soft-looking, made her look like an angel. Those sky blue eyes were so pretty too. Her small frame, so petite and shapely, was another plus. The young woman had it all in spades.

I’d be a fool to miss out on my chance to get to know the woman who didn’t know anyone else yet. I held the advantage over every other man at Texas Tech. I’d be a damn fool to waste that chance.

So when class finished, I waited next to the door of her classroom until she came out. The smile on her face told me she was happy to see me standing there. “Oh, good. I was hoping you meant it when you said you’d walk me to my classes today.”

“And take you to lunch too, if that’s okay with you, Fiona.” I thought I shouldn’t let her get off on her own without me, or another man might swoop in and snatch up my little flower.

“Lunch too?” Her chest heaved as she took a deep breath. “I think I’ve found my first friend here in Texas.”

Taking her hand, I looped it in my arm, then took her book bag. “I think you have too.”
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His dark hair had curls upon curls. His eyes were as blue as the Atlantic Ocean. His hands were as large as platters. And his attention never left me.

Collin Gentry was all man. From his tall stature to his muscular build, I knew he had more strength than any man I’d ever known back on the East Coast.

We walked, hand in hand, down the pathway that led to the lecture hall. I had a biology class, and the professor had a speech to give us. “I’m not at all excited about this next class.”

“I’m free. I can sit in on the lecture with you.” He leaned in close, whispering in my ear, “If you want me to.”

The way his warm breath tickled my ear made me giggle. “Oh, Collin, I’d love it if you came with me.”

“Then I’ll stay.” He squeezed my hand, then let it go to drape his arm around my shoulders. “I like hanging out with you, Fiona. This last month has been a blast.”

We’d done a lot in the last month. Our dates had consisted of roller skating, eating at expensive restaurants, and going to movies. Those were my favorites. We’d had our first kiss at the movies. His lips touching mine had sent shivers running through my entire body. No one’s kiss had ever done that to me before.

The only thing I didn’t care for was what had happened
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