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Dedication
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To my fellow apprentices in Christ who are intentionally living out the vision of God’s Kingdom. 

​
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Scriptural Integration
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"We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives," (Colossians 1:9)
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Introduction
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The Power highlighted throughout this book is based on the following Scriptures:

Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Romans 15:13

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

1 Corinthians 2:5

“so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

1 Corinthians 4:20

“For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.”

2 Corinthians 12:9

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Ephesians 3:16

“...that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,”

2 Timothy 1:7

“...for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”

––––––––
[image: ]


These one hundred and twenty aspirations (#481 - #600) were originally published on my radicalinchrist.com blog. They are now bundled together in one place for a more convenient read. Each one provides you with a glimpse into the heart of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit works to mold us into HIS image. As these lessons have done for me, hopefully, they will also open your eyes and mind to capture God’s vision for your life. 

As you read, ask God to enlighten you further. To make His Kingdom and ways a daily practice. Also, as HE opens doors for you, learn from the experience and teach others.  

Along the way, may your relationship with the Triune God grow deeper and more trustworthy.  You will also find as you grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, your soul will more and more reflect HIM each day unto eternity.  

My prayer is for Lord Jesus to intercede for you. For you to engage with Father God. Plus the Holy Spirit fully empowers you so you may experience the grace-paced power of HIS Ways in your daily walk with HIM. 

As always, we are rooting for you in Christ! 


Dr. Mike 


Faith-Integrator, Encourager, Scribbler 
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#481 – What You Believe Matters
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“Therefore, [let me warn you] beloved, knowing these things beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men [who distort doctrine] and fall from your own steadfastness [of mind, knowledge, truth, and faith], but grow [spiritually mature] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 3:17-18 (AMP)

––––––––
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Why does what you believe matter?

Because you make decisions and act from your center of belief. If you believe it, you will act accordingly. If you have no belief nor opinion, you will simply be swayed by others who have a stronger belief system. So, you better know what you believe and why or otherwise you are not being true to yourself. You are then only like a slave following the beliefs of others.

Peter writes here to those who follow Jesus. Those who have accepted HIS spiritual influence in their life. This is a reminder to remain steadfast in their belief of God and Jesus Christ. His recommendation is for us to continue learning and growing in our walk with our Lord.

That is intentionally learning and living our lives as an apprentice of Jesus Christ. For we have come to the realization who HE IS. We know what HE has accomplished for us. We know HIS macro purpose and plan is for all humanity. Thus, everything we do each day in our micro world begins to fall into a narrative which HE leads and fulfills. 

Your belief system becomes stronger as you grow your relationship with HIM. You learn to dance with HIM around the dance floor of earth. You develop a holy swagger in your actions, thoughts, and deeds. You are not swayed by every fad culture throws your way. You become a representative of HIS Kingdom. You live a way of life that may lead through suffering and pain. But yet reflects genuine love and joy and peace that will make you stand-out-of-a-crowd. You are special and unique because HE has made you so.

So, confirm your beliefs agree with HIS Word. And then follow through on those beliefs with action.  Why? Because your beliefs matter on who you are becoming. For you become by what you believe and how you act on those beliefs.
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#482 – What is God Like?
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“He (Jesus) is the exact living image [the essential manifestation] of the unseen God [the visible representation of the invisible], the firstborn [the preeminent one, the sovereign, and the originator] of all creation.” Colossians 1:15 AMP

––––––––
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Yep, if you want to know what the invisible God is like, then study the life and person of Jesus Christ. This is what the apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Colossians. Jesus is the full representative of God Almighty.

He emphasizes Jesus’ status from the beginning of creation. HE is the life-source of all humanity and his position and purpose over heaven and earth is a living fact.

Jesus’ is the total human representation of who and what and how God relates, moves, thinks, and acts. As you study Jesus’ attitude, beliefs, and actions, you capture a deeper glimpse into the heart and mind of God.

I remember once waking up at 2:00am upset over conditions in the world. I found myself praying that God would send someone to intervene. Then it occurred to me. HE already did. HE will return to straighten out the mess us humans create in our ignorance and stupidity.

So, if you haven’t done yet, why not make it a goal this year to read the four gospels. Then discover more for yourself who God is like through the words, teachings, and life of Jesus Christ.
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#483 – A Gift from God for You
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“Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.” Eccl. 5:18-20

––––––––
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How fast does time move?

It took less than three seconds to type this line. Another minute has gone by as I think what to write next.

Though time has moved past me now, it doesn’t bother me as much as it did in my younger days. Why? Because God has put His joy into my heart which allows me to experience HIS presence as time moves on. He lives in me.

In my younger apprentice days, HE resided in me, and I didn’t allow him full access into my inner chambers. Today, that has changed.

Today, HE has full access into any room of my heart, mind, and soul. HE has my permission (even though HE doesn’t need it) to engage me wherever HE knows what is best for me in the long term. Though I may initially complain and get angry for HIS interference, I slowly calm down. Why? Because I remember the work HE has started and committed to finish in me. For that I am thankful.

In reading the above Scripture, I am always reminded. As you and I accumulate possessions, wealth, and other favorable toys, we need to be grateful. Unless God places HIS joy in us, all is lost in frustration, worry, and fear. For God’s gift to you and I is the power to enjoy them.

In doing so, we not only accept our social status and class position; but enjoy them along with the work of our hands. This is God’s gift for you and I.

The fact is, because HE has gifted us to enjoy what we do, the time of life seems to move so fast. Before we know it, we have lived a full life with fond memories. Yes, there were a few challenges in between, but they seem so far removed from the joy set before us.

God is good. He is a Giver of goodness. His goodness includes HIS Spirit of joy. Again, I can only thank HIM for HIS love and sharing this precious gift to me.

For those who care, there are 86,400 seconds per day. Each second is either accompanied with or without joy. If you haven’t done so yet and want to experience the same with the Creator of the universe, ask HIM. Today. Now. Put HIM to the test.

Ask HIM to lead you into work that is fulfilling for you. But more importantly, ask HIM to fully live in you. There may be some initial pain in the beginning as every change brings. But the long-term impact is well worth the trials and tests that shape your inner character. Otherwise, when you look back at your entire life, what will you be thankful for?
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#484 – More Gifts from God for You
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“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”  James 1:17

––––––––
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What has God given you that you take for granted?

Someone once said somewhere that the best things in life are free. Which means you and I didn’t earn them, but were given them from someone else to us without cost or effort on our part. A few include:


The beauty of a sunset over the calm water of the ocean or large lake.



A word of encouragement from a stranger or friend when you are downcast and feeling helpless.



Sharing laughter with family and friends at the end of a long day.



Having work which provides meaning and fulfillment along with a satisfying paycheck.



Contentment and rest in Christ’s work of salvation for our soul and destiny.



Discernment to determine what is good, better, and best of a situation.



The committed love from another accepting you and you them for your entire lives.



A relationship with the living Being who created the universe. Who is executing HIS macro-plan for humanity. Who is also moving history toward the culmination of all things. And has included you in the process.



Having your eyes open to the revealed Word of God through the pages of the Bible. And as important, its practical implementation in everyday life.



The inspiration to create a business that benefits others and yourself.



The privilege of being born in a country like America. A place with vast number of opportunities to grow and experience the riches of God’s creation. All without the bondage of tyranny.




There are many others you could list. These are only a few of the thoughts that captured my mind this morning. 

How about you? What gifts have you received over the years without your direct labor or impact? Who do you think was the initiating influence behind each one?

Over the years, I for one am overly amazed at how a holy Being can be involved in each of our lives. How HE finds ways to shower us with HIS love and care while we take the credit. Think of all the people, ideas, and circumstances that all seem to come together at the right time? Or the right place with the perfect amount of impact? All this only enforces my belief that Someone cares for you and I more than we realize.
HE is like a loving grandparent who wants to shower all good things upon their grandchildren. Our Triune God wants to give us more than we even expect. All for our good. In hindsight, every good gift that came my way over the years, is a reflection of a Good God. Someone who wants more for me than I can even expect. The same is probably true for you.
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#485 – Life-Giver
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“I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things...”  1 Timothy 6:13

––––––––
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What business is God in? That question arose recently by a student of the marketplace. How would you have answered?

Consider everything that the Triune God has done, is doing, and yet will do. How would you summarize HIS role from a business perspective?

I would start-out by asking what is the one thing only HE can do? The answer: create life.

So, in my book HE is in the business of bring life to others. And life comes in different forms. There is physical life of animals and plants along with other microscope critters. Of course, the greatest of all HIS life-giving creation is humanity. HE created them male and female after HIS image is how the Book of Genesis factually states the obvious.

But not only does HE create life, HE also sustains it. He created multiple galaxies with solar systems. HE chose one large rock from the sun to reform into a life-setting for humanity to live on. This planet is a living science project with its own specific measurements. All synchronized for humans to live-out their purpose.

Of course, HIS purpose for creating life is more than for his entertainment. HIS strategic plan from the beginning is a family of “little Christs”. People who would spend eternity with HIM. All working in HIS business which the Bible calls the Kingdom of God.

The apostle Paul writes (Ephesians 1) that from the foundation of the world GOD had plans for humanity. His goal is to morph humans into spiritual beings after the likeness of Jesus Christ. The apostle John wrote in Revelations Five that God is preparing people to be kings and priests. Their purpose is to govern and serve the people in the millennium and beyond.

God is our Life-Giver. Through Jesus Christ, HE has demonstrated what and how life is to be lived. Plus HE secured the means for entrance into HIS royal chamber. He has given us written policies and procedures outlined throughout the Bible. When practiced, doors for real freedom, flourishment, and fulfillment are opened. And more importantly, will lead to eternal life beginning now. All we learn and experience today will be put into practice working under HIS government.

Below are a few Scriptures that emphasize God’s life-giving attributes. You may want to conduct your own study. You may find it reassuring and uplifting to know you are included in God’s macro plan. HE also wants to share life with others as HE shares HIS life with you now and into the eternal future.


I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore, choose life, that you and your offspring may live, Deuteronomy 30:19



Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.  John 6:35



It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  John 6:63



The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  John 10:10



Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,” John 11:25



...but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  John 20:31



Thus, it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  I Corinthians 15:45



God is a Life-Giver. And HE wants you to have the full impact of experiencing life the way HE does. So, HE gave us HIS Spirit to live in us. Learn to walk and dance with HIM, and you will come to know what a great and precious gift life is in HIM.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

#486 – Morality
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“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.  If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess.  I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore, choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”  Deuteronomy 30:15-20

––––––––
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Morality is the glue that allows humanity to collectively function. It leads to personal and community freedom, flourishment, and fulfillment in life. But morals built on human preferences rather than divine character destroys lives. Self-absorbed, narcissistic behavior causes destruction between people, tribes, and nations.

Morality is built upon values. When values become distorted, confusion reigns. When a few elitists rearranged them, harm falls upon the majority of remaining people. Healthy values are God-given and are objective for all people to adhere too.

The most life changing values ever expressed are found in the Bible. The Old Testament reveals the Ten Commandments. These 10 values focus on how people can best live as individuals and together for the sake of all. When one of these values are broken, people suffer. The sufferer may be an individual, a couple, a group, or a large community. But someone is always hurt when one of these values are ignored.

In the New Testament, Jesus expanded on these Ten. HE put an emphasis on the attitude and spirit rather than just the outer behavior. 

Moses wrote how keeping these Ten one would prosper as a family, tribe, and nation. Though this promise was to Israel after 400 years of slavery, the same words apply today. God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Whether you are a Gentile or Jew from birth, Jesus Christ has united us into one race. The human-to-become-eternal race. 

Why can't we learn from history rather than repeat the same mistakes over and over again? Ignorance isn’t bliss when reality hits you in the face. The Biblical nation of Israel has a long history. They have demonstrated what policies work and don’t work to have a successful life. What if you and I learn some of them to integrate into our lives? Could we make this life journey more productive and significant than it is today?

What do you think happens when you make God the central foundation of your life? What do you think results when you follow HIS decrees, and your neighbor does likewise? Does a good God make lousy policies or profitable ones? Do you or don't you think a good God wants you to enjoy life the way HE intended humanity to experience? 

God’s way allows each person to experience personal and collective freedom. We do so by mutually respecting each other’s boundaries. We do so by building a foundation on the Triune God. We do so by trusting HIS plan for humanity. 

You and I are now given the privilege to experience HIS same divine grace today. So, why not put HIM to the test? Or what are you afraid to discover about yourself? Others? or HIM?
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#487 – How Are You Wired?
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“In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So, if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”  Romans 12:6-8 NLT

––––––––
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The Apostle Paul here identifies certain aspects of our human makeup which we were born with. One if not more of these attributes have a natural inclination to manifest itself in our life. He refers to them as abilities. Some theologians call them motivational gifts. They result in acts of prophesying, service to others, and teaching. There are also the acts of encouraging, giving, leading others, and being kind. Which one or more of these come natural for you?

One of the challenges we face early in life is to determine what are our natural talents. What can we use as the foundation for building our skill-sets. Life is much easier and more satisfying when we use God’s gifts of human endeavor into our work and play.

Yet, if you haven’t yet done so, you may want to try some of the online tests. These allow you to gain insight into your natural and spiritual gifts. One spiritual test you can use is under the God, You & Work tab on the radicalinchrist.com platform. There are others – some with more details. But each may help you identify your natural strength and makeup.

Sometimes you may have to ask those around you for confirmation. Your parents, teachers, and coaches are a good start. Anyone who has seen your growth over the years may shed some light. Also, those you work with or share similar interests could clarify your strengths. Don’t be shy to ask. Many want to know but few are willing to face the embarrassment of admitting they aren’t sure.

When I was in my twenties, I had the desire for business. Didn’t know specifically the career, industry, or direction to take. So, I tried every opportunity that came my way. Failure is a great teacher, but a costly one of time and resources. In hindsight, I would have been better off asking for direction instead of trying to do it myself. Looking back though, God used that time to draw me closer to HIM. HE led me to the people and community which opened the door for a full and satisfying career and life.
I was helped by mentors from the marketplace and church community. Also, organizations like Johnson O’Connor Research Foundation. They identify your strongest natural abilities compared with other professionals in their field. In addition, I read books and articles on faith, work, and business. I developed relationship with other Christ-followers. Many who likewise had the desire to serve God and others through their work in the marketplace.

Looking back, one more easily can see the dots arranged in an orderly sequence. As a young naive man, I learn to lean on the Incarnate God. Trusting HIM to direct me from one challenge after another into a life worth living.

Discover your God-given natural ability. Develop a skill-set upon them. Keep your mind on God’s macro plan for humanity which includes you and everyone else. Ask HIM to lead and direct you in your work, play, and relationships. Then manage the challenges of life’s ups and downs. Lean on HIM during the pains, pleasures, and failures, and successes. With HIM, everything at the end of your life will happen better than your early expectations.

God is good. He has wired you for good work. But you need to exercise some judgement and motivation to experience what HE has laid out for your life. The potential is there, and you begin by first knowing HIM and allowing HIM to lead you to discover how HE has wired you.
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#488 – Holy Swagger
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“...for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”  2 Timothy 1:7

––––––––
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David had the walk. Peter also had the walk. So did Paul. And so have many others who have embraced our Lord’s purpose. But have you?

The walk is the confident sureness one has of having seen God Almighty intervene in your life. HE has done it so often; you know you are a child of HIS. You have also witnessed the work of the Spirit. HE has morph you from that self-centered, ego maniac into a humble, serving student of God’s Kingdom. You have experience in yourself and watch others become more and more Christlike. The fruit of the Holy Spirit is becoming more and more alive in you and through you.

The outcome of your surrender and commitment to Jesus Christ is that certain walk. I call it the Holy Swagger.

Paul writes here to Timothy, a young minister, reminding him of the work God has started in him. He states God has given us a spirit not of fear, but of “gevurah, ahavah, and havchanah”. The Jewish Orthodox Bible translates it, miraculous power, love, and sound judgement. 

The power we have been bestowed upon comes from heaven. God’s power alive in us. The more we deny our self-carnal desires, the more God’s Spirit penetrates the core of our being. The sooner we begin to experience HIS character through our heart and mind, the more we want. We become “little Christs” as C.S. Lewis would refer to the definition of a Christian. 

When you know God is for you, with you, and in you, your entire disposition changes. You are at awe and you are humbled. At awe how God is working to change you from a broken person to an engaged, spirit-led witness of HIS handiwork. And humbled that HE chose you and given you the opportunity to experience HIS riches in your life today.

Yes, the outcome is that confident walk that lets the world know you know who is in control. And it’s not you, but your Heavenly Father. Your walk includes an attitude of spirit that resembles the fruit of God’s Spirit. This includes the love, joy, and peace that surpasses understanding. In fact, your Holy Swagger begins to mimic the heart, mind, and worldview of your Lord and Rabbi, Jesus Christ.

You probably have experienced the Holy Swagger Walk many times in your past. But only for a few periods of time. But as we mature in the faith, our confidence grows. We witness more and more of God’s workmanship in the lives of others and in ourself. The walk becomes more and more evident. Before you know, you find yourself walking into the next chapter of life. You find yourself facing some of humanities greatest evils. Yet you display a peaceful, loving, self-control disposition. You smile. You lift your eyes to heaven, and prayerfully thank God for the opportunity to be HIS witness at a time like this.

The glory, honor is HIS. The Holy Swagger is also HIS. You know it. HE knows it. And now the world will also come to know it.
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#489 – Lost. Lost. Lost.


[image: ]


“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10

––––––––
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At one time or another, you will or have found yourself lost. Whether as a child, separated from your parents at the store. Or as an adult traveling toward a destination and your GPS leads you to an unknown place. At that moment the realization hits you that you are lost.

The only one who was never lost was Jesus. When HE started his ministry, HE looked around and began to intentionally focus on others. As a twelve-year-old, HE was separated from his family after the Feast. His parents couldn’t locate him until they found him safe and secure with the teachers in the synagogue. Jesus’ only reply was HE was going about doing his Father’s business. Jesus wasn’t lost, but his parents were. 

So, who is lost today?

When you look around, you begin to notice how more and more people seem to live with a fearful purpose. Their head is in the clouds and their feet move in the opposite direction from their mouth. They have lost their way.

The worst part though is they don’t realize it. They move with great speed and determination but have no clue where they are going. They may have woke up from a spiritual stupor and don’t realize whose bed they are laying on. They keep looking for love and companionship in the wrong places. But most often, many are suffering from spiritual dementia. They don’t know where their heavenly home is located. Nor do they recognize their heaven-bound siblings.

When Jesus preached about the lost, HE included you, me, and everyone else in that equation. He demonstrated with parables that:

You are lost because you don’t know where is your true, permanent home.

You are lost because you don’t know where you are going after this life.

You are lost because you don’t even know where you are at in God’s plan.

HIS life revolved around fulfilling the mission given to him by our Heavenly Father - to save the lost.

HE did.

You and I have a home with Him, His Father, and Holy Spirit. Since the foundation of the world, the Triune God’s plan is to birth a family (Eph.1:4-5). You and I are included.

Through HIS life, death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven, HE has opened the door for you and I to know HIM. To walk with HIM, and learn from HIM in preparation for our eternal role.
Because of HIM, we are no longer lost. We know our home, we know our destination, and we know where we are today. Life aligns up with HIM for now and forever more.
Once we were lost; but today we have been found – in HIM. And so are you!
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#490 – Scoffer – Simple – Wise 
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“When a scoffer is punished, the simple becomes wise; when a wise man is instructed, he gains knowledge.”  Proverbs 21:11

––––––––
[image: ]


The Book of Proverbs defines three sets of people in regards to their maturity-level. There is the scoffer, also identified as the mocker. There is the simple, also known as the fool. And there is the wise, regarded as prudent.

The simple are those who are found between the wise and scoffer. They are not as prudent as the wise but not as foolish as the scoffer. They are between the two and need to gain knowledge. Some Scriptures referring to the simple are:


The simple believes everything, but the prudent gives thought to his steps (Proverbs 14:15).



The simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge (Proverbs 14:18).



Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of insight (Proverbs 9:6).



The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it (Proverbs 22:3).



Scoffers are those who lean far away from the wise and live lives which are self-destructive. Some Scriptures highlighting the scoffer include:


Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers (Psalm 1:1).



“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge (Proverbs 1:22)?



Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury (Proverbs 9:7).



A scoffer does not like to be reproved; he will not go to the wise (Proverbs 15:12).



“Scoffer” is the name of the arrogant, haughty man who acts with arrogant pride (Proverbs 21:24).



Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go out, and quarreling and abuse will cease (Proverbs 22:10).



...knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires (2 Peter 3:3).




The wise are those who have learned to get knowledge and the prudence how to best use their know-how. Some Scriptures which emphasize being wise include:


Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil (Proverbs 3:7).



The wise will inherit honor, but fools get disgrace (Proverbs 3:35).



Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise (Proverbs 6:6).



If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if you scoff, you alone will bear it (Proverbs 9:12).



The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice (Proverbs 12:15).



Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm (Proverbs 13:20).



One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is reckless and careless (Proverbs 14:16).



The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the folly of fools brings folly (Proverbs 14:24).



The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not so the hearts of fools (Proverbs 15:7).



An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge (Proverbs 18:15).



In contrast, the fool is at the extreme opposite of the wise. Some Scriptures which highlight this are:




The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction (Proverbs 1:7).



For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them (Proverbs 1:32).



simple ones, learn prudence; O fools, learn sense (Proverbs 8:5).



The wise layup knowledge, but the mouth of a fool brings ruin near (Proverbs 10:14).



Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, but wisdom is pleasure to a man of understanding (Proverbs 10:23).



Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts his folly (Proverbs 13:16).



A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion (Proverbs 18:2).



Better is a poor person who walks in his integrity than one who is crooked in speech and is a fool (Proverbs 19:1).



Like one who binds the stone in the sling is one who gives honor to a fool (Proverbs 26:8).



Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered (Proverbs 28:26).


Which are you most often: the scoffer, the simple, or the wise? Whichever one you may most often tend to be, you can change. The fact is: it is better to be wise than not. And wisdom begins with knowledge of the Lord. Without God, life is missing a link. With God, the central core is in place. HE becomes the foundation that leads to a fulfilling and meaningful life.

The Book of Proverbs is the ideal place to begin. You may want to consider reading one chapter per day for the month. There are 31 chapters. Each one is loaded with wisdom. There is advice to help one navigate through the challenges and obstacles of life. Be prudent. Be wise. Become the God-ordained you. Integrate these maxims into your life. Let God change you from the inside-out to be wise in your dealings with yourself and others.
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