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This book is a companion to the Old Testament, designed to be read with your Bible open beside it. It walks through all thirty-nine books in order, and for each one offers the same set of features: an overview of who wrote it and why, a structural outline, a guided walk through its movements, its key themes, its “hidden secrets and gems,” verses worth treasuring, how the book points forward to Christ, and how it applies to life today. Read it straight through for a sweeping view, or use it one book at a time.

A note on the translation: all Scripture is quoted from the King James Version (KJV). Its language is older—“thee,” “thou,” and words such as “charity” for love—but it is treasured for its beauty and is freely available to all.

A note on authorship and dates: throughout this guide, the author, date, and audience given for each book follow the traditional view held across much of the church for centuries (for example, the attribution of the first five books to Moses). Readers should know that some modern scholars assign different authors or dates to certain books. This guide intentionally adopts the historic position, while encouraging every reader to study further and weigh the evidence.

Likewise, a few of the “hidden gems” in this book—such as the meanings read from a chain of Hebrew names—reflect popular and edifying readings rather than settled, technical conclusions. They are offered to enrich devotion, not to close debate.

This volume is part of the Bible Hidden Secrets Revealed series, which also explores the New Testament and the complete Bible—together tracing the one story of redemption from Genesis to the new creation.
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How to Read This Book
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The Old Testament is not a dusty collection of ancient stories. It is the first and larger half of one unfolding drama — the story of how a holy God set out to rescue a broken world. It was written across many centuries by dozens of human authors, in poetry and prose, law and lament, history and prophecy. And yet, for all its variety, a single golden thread runs through every book: the promise of a coming Redeemer, and the faithfulness of the God who made that promise.

This guide is your companion through all thirty-nine books of the Old Testament, taken in order. For each book you will find the same set of features, designed to help you read with both understanding and devotion:


•  Overview & Background — who wrote the book, when, to whom, and why.

•  Structure & Outline — how the book is organized, so you can find your way through it.

•  Walk Through the Book — a guided tour through its major movements.

•  Key Themes — the big ideas that hold the book together.

•  Hidden Secrets & Gems — the details, mysteries, and easily-missed insights that are the signature of the Bible Hidden Secrets Revealed series.

•  Key Verses to Treasure — memorable verses worth marking, memorizing, and returning to.

•  Christ in the Book — how each book, in its own way, points forward to Jesus.

•  Life Application — how the ancient text speaks into your life today.


Read it straight through for a sweeping view of the whole Old Testament, or use it one book at a time alongside your daily reading. Either way, keep your Bible open beside it; this guide is a map, but the territory is the living Word of God. The goal is never merely to master information, but to meet the God who has been telling the story of His love from the very first verse. As Jesus said of these very Scriptures, "they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39).

Let us begin where the Bible begins — in the beginning.
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Genesis
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Author: Moses · Date: c. 1446–1406 BC · Type: Law / Narrative · 50 chapters

Overview & Background 
Genesis — the name means "beginning" — is the book of origins, traditionally attributed to Moses. It answers humanity's deepest questions: where the universe came from, why we exist, how evil and death entered the world, and how God set in motion His plan to rescue what sin had ruined. No book is more foundational; nearly every major theme in the rest of Scripture is first planted here. It spans more time than all the other books of the Bible combined.
Structure & Outline


•  1–2 — Creation: God forms the heavens, the earth, and humanity in His image.

•  3–5 — The Fall: Sin enters through Adam and Eve and spreads through the generations.

•  6–9 — The Flood: Judgment on a corrupt world and the rescue of Noah.

•  10–11 — The Nations: The table of nations and the tower of Babel.

•  12–25 — Abraham: The call, the covenant, and the testing of faith.

•  25–36 — Isaac & Jacob: The son of promise and the schemer made into Israel.

•  37–50 — Joseph: Betrayal, providence, and the preservation of the family.


Walk Through the Book 
Genesis opens on a cosmic stage: God speaks, and a formless void becomes a world teeming with life, crowned by humanity made in His image. But paradise is quickly lost. Adam and Eve grasp at forbidden fruit, and sin floods in — bringing shame, the first murder, and a world so corrupt that God sends a cleansing flood, sparing only Noah and his family in the ark.
After the flood, humanity again rebels at Babel, reaching for heaven on its own terms, and God scatters them. Then, at chapter 12, the story narrows from the whole world to one man. God calls Abraham out of Ur with a staggering promise: through his offspring, all nations will be blessed. The rest of Genesis follows that promise as it passes, against every obstacle, from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob.

The book closes with the gripping account of Joseph — sold into slavery by jealous brothers, falsely imprisoned, then raised to the right hand of Pharaoh, where he preserves many nations through famine and forgives the very brothers who betrayed him. The promise survives, and the stage is set for Exodus.

Key Themes 
Genesis reveals God as Creator, who speaks the universe into being and calls it "very good." It shows humanity made in God's image, crowned with dignity yet fallen into sin, and it traces the devastating consequences of the fall — shame, conflict, suffering, and death. Against that darkness it introduces covenant grace, God's binding commitment to redeem. Above all, Genesis is the book of promise: God's pledge to bless all nations through Abraham's seed becomes the engine that drives the entire Bible forward.
Hidden Secrets & Gems 
Genesis is full of buried treasure. The genealogy of chapter 5, when the Hebrew names from Adam to Noah are translated, reads—on a reading many have noted—like a hidden sentence of the gospel. Methuselah, the longest-lived man in Scripture, died in the very year of the flood — his long life a long mercy. Melchizedek appears from nowhere as a king-priest bearing bread and wine, a shadow of Christ. The first promise of a Savior is tucked into God's curse on the serpent (3:15), and the first death in the Bible is a sacrifice God Himself performs to clothe Adam and Eve in coats of skins — the first hint that covering sin requires a life.
Genesis hides more treasure the closer you look. The phrase "and he died," tolling through the genealogy of chapter 5 like a funeral bell, is broken only by Enoch, who "walked with God; and he was not; for God took him" — a preview of victory over death. And the ark's word for "pitch" (kaphar) is the same root as "atonement" — those inside were "covered" and kept safe through judgment.

Watch, too, for the recurring "firstborn reversal": again and again God chooses the younger over the elder — Abel over Cain, Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Ephraim over Manasseh — overturning human custom to show that grace, not natural right, governs His choices.

One more layer of treasure: Genesis is a book of "firsts" that set patterns for all of Scripture — the first marriage, the first sin, the first death, the first sacrifice, the first promise of a Savior, the first rainbow. Each first becomes a seed that flowers across the whole Bible. And Genesis loves the number seven: the seven days of creation, and a Hebrew text whose opening verse contains exactly seven words, hinting at the perfection and completeness of God's work.

A hidden gem is the recurring theme of the "seed" — the promised offspring of the woman (3:15), narrowed through Seth, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Judah, a thread the New Testament traces all the way to Christ, "the seed... which is Christ" (Galatians 3:16). Watch, too, how Genesis ends: not in the Promised Land but in a coffin in Egypt, with Joseph's bones awaiting a future exodus — a deliberately unfinished ending that leaves the reader leaning forward, trusting promises not yet fulfilled.

Key Verses to Treasure


"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." — Genesis 1:1

"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them." — Genesis 1:27

"And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." — Genesis 3:15

"And I will make of thee a great nation... and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed." — Genesis 12:2–3

"And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness." — Genesis 15:6

"Is any thing too hard for the Lord?" — Genesis 18:14

"But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to save much people alive." — Genesis 50:20


Christ in Genesis 
From its opening words, Genesis points to Jesus, "by [whom] were all things created" (Colossians 1:16). He is the promised seed of the woman who would crush the serpent, the true and better Adam who succeeds where the first failed, the offered son foreshadowed in Isaac on Mount Moriah, and the betrayed-then-

exalted savior pictured in Joseph. The book that opens with paradise lost sets in motion the long story that ends with paradise regained in Christ.

A Closer Look: The Binding of Isaac (Genesis 22) 
No chapter in Genesis is more searching than the testing of Abraham on Mount Moriah. God asks for "thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest" — every word a wound. Abraham rises early and obeys, trusting, Hebrews tells us, that God could raise the dead. As they climb, Isaac asks where the lamb is, and Abraham answers prophetically, "God will provide himself a lamb." At the last moment a ram appears, caught in a thicket, and dies in Isaac's place. Abraham names the place Jehovah-Jireh, "the Lord will provide." Centuries later, on a hill in the same region, God would offer His own beloved Son, the Lamb He promised. What God spared Abraham from doing, He did not spare Himself.
Questions for Reflection


•  Where is God asking you to trust Him with something — or someone — precious?

•  How does it change you to know your redemption was planned "from the foundation of the world"?

•  Joseph said of his betrayal, "God meant it unto good." What painful chapter might God be weaving into good?

•  What "boring part" of Scripture might hold treasure if you slowed down to dig?


Verses for Memory


"And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good." — Genesis 1:31

"The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another." — Genesis 31:49

"I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." — Genesis 32:26


Life Application 
Genesis tells you that you are not a cosmic accident but a creature made in God's image, known and intended before you drew breath. It assures you that your redemption was never an afterthought. And in Joseph it teaches you that God can weave even betrayals and disasters into good — so whatever evil has been done to you, the God of Genesis is able to mean it for good.
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Exodus
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Author: Moses · Date: c. 1446–1406 BC · Type: Law / Narrative · 40 chapters

Overview & Background 
Exodus ("the way out") records the foundational story of Israel's redemption from slavery in Egypt. It picks up centuries after Genesis, with Abraham's descendants multiplied into a nation but groaning under brutal bondage. Through Moses, God delivers His people by mighty acts of judgment — the ten plagues and the Passover — leads them out through the parted Red Sea, brings them to Mount Sinai, gives them His Law, and instructs them to build the Tabernacle where He will dwell among them. It is the Old Testament's great picture of salvation.
Structure & Outline


•  1–4 — Bondage and Call: Israel enslaved; Moses called at the burning bush.

•  5–12 — Plagues and Passover: God's judgment on Egypt and the night of deliverance.

•  13–18 — Deliverance: The Red Sea, manna, water from the rock, Jethro's counsel.

•  19–24 — The Covenant: The giving of the Law at Sinai.

•  25–40 — The Tabernacle: Instructions and construction of God's dwelling.


Walk Through the Book 
Exodus opens in darkness: a new Pharaoh enslaves the Israelites and orders their baby boys drowned. But God preserves a deliverer — Moses — drawn from the very river of death. After forty years in the desert, Moses meets God at a burning bush and is sent back to demand freedom for God's people.
Pharaoh refuses, and God unleashes ten devastating plagues, climaxing in the Passover, when the blood of a lamb on the doorposts shields Israel from the angel of death. The people march out, only to be cornered at the Red Sea — which God splits, leading them through on dry ground and drowning the pursuing army.

At Mount Sinai, God gives the Ten Commandments and the Law, binding Israel to Himself in covenant. The book's final third turns to the Tabernacle — a portable sanctuary built to exact specifications — and ends in glory as the 

presence of God descends to fill it. The God who redeemed them has come to dwell among them.

Key Themes 
The dominant theme is redemption — God rescues a people by blood (the Passover lamb) and by power (the parted sea). A second is covenant: at Sinai God binds Himself to Israel and gives the Law, not to earn rescue but to shape a redeemed people. A third is God's presence: the whole book builds toward the Tabernacle and the moment God's glory fills it, fulfilling His purpose "that I may dwell among them" (25:8).
Hidden Secrets & Gems 
The Passover is a detailed advance portrait of Christ: a lamb without blemish, its blood applied so judgment passes over, not a bone broken. The Tabernacle is a gospel sermon in gold and cloth — its single door, bronze altar, laver, lampstand, showbread, and torn veil all picturing Jesus. God's self-revealed name, "I AM THAT I AM" (3:14), would be taken up by Jesus centuries later. Even the bitter waters of Marah, made sweet by a tree cast in, whisper of the cross.
Exodus hides the gospel in its very structure: redemption by blood, then the giving of the law, then God coming to dwell among His people. The plagues were not random but targeted strikes against Egypt's gods — the Nile, the sun, and Pharaoh himself, declared a god, all humbled by the Lord. A hidden gem is that the Passover lamb's blood was applied with hyssop, the same plant later used to lift the sponge to Jesus' lips at the cross.

Notice that the Tabernacle's measurements, colors, and metals all carry meaning, and that God filled an ordinary craftsman, Bezalel, with His Spirit to build it — the first person in Scripture said to be "filled with the Spirit of God," and it was for skilled, beautiful work.

A further gem: the Hebrew name of Exodus is simply "These are the names," and the book is deeply concerned with names — Israel's enslaved tribes named, Moses named ("drawn out"), and above all the unveiling of God's own name, the sacred four letters behind "I AM THAT I AM." When God reveals His name, He 

is revealing that He is the self-existent, eternal, ever-present One, dependent on nothing and faithful to His covenant.

Exodus also hides a striking pattern of "sevens" in the Tabernacle account — seven speeches from God to Moses, echoing the seven days of creation — so that building the sanctuary is portrayed as a kind of new creation, a little world where God comes to dwell. And the book ends as Genesis could not: with God's glory filling the Tabernacle so that even Moses cannot enter. The God who walked with Adam in the garden, then seemed distant after the fall, has come down again to dwell in the midst of His redeemed people.

Key Verses to Treasure


"And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM." — Exodus 3:14

"And when I see the blood, I will pass over you." — Exodus 12:13

"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." — Exodus 14:14


"The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation." — Exodus 15:2

"And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them." — Exodus 25:8

"Thou shalt have no other gods before me." — Exodus 20:3


Christ in Exodus 
Paul says plainly, "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us" (1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus is the true Passover Lamb whose blood shelters us, the Bread from heaven, the Rock struck to pour out living water, and the great "I AM" who tabernacles among us (John 1:14). Exodus teaches that God saves by substitution — a lamb dies so the firstborn may live.
A Closer Look: The Tabernacle as a Gospel (Exodus 25–40) God devotes more space to the Tabernacle than to creation itself, because every detail preaches. There is one gate, for there is one way to God. Inside stands the bronze altar of sacrifice — you cannot reach God without a substitute. Then the laver of washing, the lampstand's light, the table of bread, and the golden altar of rising incense. Behind a thick veil sits the Ark, where God's presence dwells. When Jesus died, that veil tore from top to bottom, opening the way forever. The 

whole tent is a portrait of Christ — the door, the sacrifice, the light, the bread, the intercessor, and the open way — carried through the wilderness by a people who did not yet know whom they pictured.

Questions for Reflection


•  The blood, not your goodness, made Israel safe. Where are you tempted to trust your goodness instead?

•  The veil is torn — do you live as one with free access to God, or still at a distance?

•  God's goal was "that I may dwell among them." How does it feel that God wants nearness with you?

•  When trapped like Israel at the sea, can you "stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord"?


Verses for Memory


"The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name." — Exodus 15:3

"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." — Exodus 33:14

"I beseech thee, shew me thy glory." — Exodus 33:18


Life Application 
You cannot free yourself from your deepest bondage; salvation is God's mighty work, not your achievement. Your safety before Him rests not on your goodness but on the blood of the Lamb applied to your life. And the goal of your rescue is nearness — He saved you so He could dwell with you.
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Leviticus

[image: ]


Author: Moses · Date: c. 1446–1406 BC · Type: Law · 27 chapters

Overview & Background 
Leviticus is the worship manual of ancient Israel — a detailed guide to sacrifice, priesthood, purity, and holiness. Often skipped, it stands at the center of the Pentateuch because it answers the question Exodus raised: now that a holy God dwells among His people, how can sinful people live in His presence without being consumed? Its refrain, "Be ye holy; for I am holy" (11:44), defines its purpose: God teaching His redeemed people how to draw near and stay near.
Structure & Outline


•  1–7 — The Offerings: Five sacrifices that provide access to God.

•  8–10 — The Priesthood: The ordination of Aaron and his sons.

•  11–15 — Purity: Laws distinguishing clean from unclean, holy from common.

•  16 — The Day of Atonement: The high point — national cleansing from sin.

•  17–27 — Holiness: Holy living, the feasts, and covenant blessings and curses.


Walk Through the Book 
Leviticus begins at the door of the newly built Tabernacle, where God calls Moses and lays out five offerings — each a different way for a sinful person to approach a holy God, and each requiring a substitute. Next comes the dramatic ordination of Aaron and his sons as priests, followed by a sobering reminder, in the deaths of Nadab and Abihu, that God must be approached on His terms.
The middle chapters draw lines between clean and unclean, teaching Israel that everything in life — food, health, even the body — falls under God's holiness. At the book's center stands its summit: the Day of Atonement, when the high priest enters the Most Holy Place with blood, and a scapegoat carries the nation's sins into the wilderness.

The final section calls Israel to practical holiness in every relationship and lays out the sacred feasts that mark the year. The message throughout: a holy God has made a way for an unholy people to live in fellowship with Him.

Key Themes 
Leviticus revolves around the way to God through sacrifice and the walk with God through holiness. Sin separates, and only blood can bridge the gap — "it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul" (17:11). At the same time, God calls His people to reflect His own character in all of life, for holiness is whole-life devotion. The feasts of chapter 23 quietly chart the saving work of the coming Messiah.
Hidden Secrets & Gems 
The Day of Atonement features two goats: one sacrificed, one — the scapegoat — driven into the wilderness bearing the people's sins, together picturing how Christ both pays for sin and carries it away forever. The seven feasts are prophetic in timing: Christ died at Passover, rose at Firstfruits, poured out the Spirit at Pentecost. Even the cleansing of the leper foreshadows the One who touches the untouchable and makes them clean.
Leviticus hides Christ in its calendar. The seven feasts of chapter 23 are a prophetic timeline: Passover (the cross), Unleavened Bread (His sinless burial), Firstfruits (His resurrection), Pentecost (the Spirit), and the autumn feasts of Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles pointing to events still future. A gem is
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