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Dear Parents and Educators,




Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you




know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of




speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young




Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers




book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a




Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose




the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book




for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features




esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,




fascinating nonfiction, and more!




This book is perfect for a

Progressing Reader

who:




• can figure out unknown words by using picture and context clues;




• can recognize beginning, middle, and ending sounds;




• can make and confirm predictions about what will happen in the text; and




• can distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.




Here are some

activities

you can do during and after reading this book:




• Problem/Solution: This story has a problem—Morgie’s dinosaur is missing.




Discuss why this is a problem. Then talk about how the problem is solved.




• Sight Words: Sight words are frequently used words that readers must




know just by looking at them. These words are known instantly, on sight.




Knowing these words helps children develop into efficient readers. The




sight words listed below appear in this book. As you read the story,




point out the sight words.




after




better




found




over




under




again




came




I’m




thought




were




always




didn’t




next




together




where




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift




you can give!




—Bonnie Bader, EdM




Penguin Young Readers program




*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas




and Gay Su Pinnell in

Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading,

Heinemann, 1999.
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For Morgie and Moffie’s friends, Dr. Cheryl




and Dr. Ken Schunk and their staff at the




Hillsborough County Veterinary Hospital … and




for Mario who has never had a T-Rex missing!




Jennifer Smith-Stead, Literacy Consultant
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“Steggie, Steggie.




Come here,” T-Rex said.




“Gotcha! It’s my cave now.”
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“You mean

again

,” Billy said.




“T-Rex always wins.”
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Billy asked, “How come you are




always T-Rex?”




“Because he’s my favorite,”




Morgie answered.
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Just then, Mama called Morgie.




“Come and get some snacks.




Billy has to go home soon.”




“Okay, Mama,” Morgie called.




“I’m coming.”
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