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A white cup is the best for this purpose,
as the grounds of tea or coffee are easier
seen. Pour off any tea or coffee that
may be in the cup. Shake the grounds
well about the cup, so that the leaves,
etc., may cover the surface of the cup.
Reverse the cup into the saucer, that the
tea or coffee may be drained off, and the
leaves or grounds that remain will be
required to use to tell the fortune.

You must concentrate on the cup, and
allow your imagination to have full play,
in order to picture the leaves forming
into emblems. The reader of the cup
should allow her thought to rest upon
the person who is waiting to hear
his fortune. Do not expect the figures
always to have an actual resemblance
to the emblems; it is quite
sufficient that the leaves suggest these
things. Sometimes they are very distinct.
Of course the more fertile the imagination
of the person who is studying the cup the
more will be discovered in it.

The one who takes pleasure in this
amusement or easy way of divination
must make himself the judge more or
less of time and place. Men, women,
and children are often very distinctly
seen, and in these cases it is not difficult
to determine the sexes. However, in
some cases the dark leaves are taken for
the male sex, and the light for the female.
The same with dark or fair people; but
as I have already hinted the ingenuity
of the judge should direct him to speak
more or less pointedly on the distinctions.

It is impossible to lay down any
definite rule as to interpretation;
although every symbol has some general
significance, it must have a particular
significance in regard to each person.
This is the case with regard to dreams,
for instance. To dream of coal means
very good luck to some people I know;
while to others, even in the same family,
it is quite the reverse.

In reading the tea-cup the Seer must
not be in a hurry; the general appearance
must be studied, and those symbols that
stand out prominently must be of more
importance than those that are less
clearly indicated.

Some cups will present no features of
interest, or are muddled and indistinct,
probably a reflex of the condition of the
inquirer.

The handle of the cup represents the
house, or the home. Time can be foretold
more or less by the position of the
leaves. Close to the brim the events are
immediate; and the nearness or the
distance from the home is judged according
to the position of the leaves away
from the handle.

Leaves at the bottom of the cup
generally forebode ill fortune. The left
of the handle can be interpreted as to
events passed or opportunities thrown
away; the right side of the handle as
present and future, usually good, except
when cloudy or thick.

Serpentine Lines indicate roads or
ways. If they appear in the clear are
sure tokens of some fortunate changes
at hand; surrounded by many dots they
signify the gain of money, also long life.
At the bottom of the cup, or surrounded
by clouds, they indicate reverses past or
future.

Dots signify gain by money and
must be interpreted by the surroundings.

Circles indicate completion.

Wavy Lines show unsettlement.

Straight Lines signify a straight
course.

A Cross Within a Circle indicates
imprisonment, detention, hospital or
other form of enforced restraint.

Dashes generally indicate enterprises
afoot, but time must be given for
maturity.
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An acorn at the top of the cup foretells
to the consultant riches easily gained.

In the middle, and in the clear, good
health and enjoyment.

At the bottom of the cup, shows a
certain recovery from a severe illness;
or if the consultant has financial difficulties
to contend with, assistance is at
hand and a way shown to speedily
surmount all troubles.

Aircraft.—Elevation; New Projects.
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Should the leaves form the picture of
an aeroplane in full flight in the clear,
this would portend elevation, a rise in
position. Near the home, new projects.

At the bottom of the cup, unsuccessful
project. If the aeroplane should appear
to be broken, disaster is foretold.

In the thick, encompassed by clouds,
danger of losing a position, and many
obstacles. If a favourable symbol is
near—i.e., an anchor or a horseshoe—there
is every chance of overcoming the
obstacles by tenacity and perseverance.

There is no scientific reason why these
particular meanings should be given, but
they have been proved to be correct in
many cases. That is why they are
given here. However, sometimes the
representation can be interpreted literally,
according to the judgment of the
Seer.

Anchor.—Voyage; Rest.
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At the bottom of the cup, success by
water.

At the top, constant love.

In the middle, surrounded by dots, a
voyage bringing success, good business
and commerce, money by water.

Erect, with the link uppermost, well-deserved
rest, with plenty.

Surrounded with thick clouds, inconstancy.

Dashes round about, dangerous enterprises,
ultimate success.

Arrow.—Unpleasant News.
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This indicates a disagreeable letter;
from whence it comes must be judged
from the direction of the arrow. If dots
are around it will be connected with
money.



ANIMALS.


Table of Contents



The forms of animals are sometimes
very distinctly formed by the tea-leaves,
so here we have matter for consideration.
It has been observed that the brute
creation has been endowed with the gift
of foresight.

The doublings of the hare, the tricks
of the fox to escape the hounds, both
indicate sagacity and foresight. A volume
could be written concerning the ways and
means animals have of foresight.

A few dots may take the form of a
dog’s head. This will be sufficient to
foretell a true friend. Should a letter
of the alphabet be near, there will be
news from a friend whose name the letter
indicates.

The symbolism of the different animals
will be found of interest, and accurate.

Ass.—Patience; Contentment.
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If at the top of the cup, a very good
augury of success and happiness.

In the middle, contentment.

At the bottom, patience and perseverance
will overcome all present
difficulties.

Bear.—Foreign Lands; Irrational Projects.
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This brute of the lower creation of
animals indicates that there is danger of
running into danger through stupidity,
and most probably meeting with obstacles
that will call upon the brute force.

Irrational projects may land you far
away from human sympathy.

Cat.—Treachery.


Table of Contents



The cat usually shows treachery or
deception; but if near the handle and
at the top of the cup a cat is distinguished
in a resting position, it shows domestic
comfort.

Cow.—Prosperity.
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This is always a sign of prosperity—more
or less according to the position
in the cup. If the head of the cow is
turned away from the handle, which
intimates the home, your success lies in
wider fields.

Dog.—Faithful Friends.
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The dog is always an emblem of
fidelity and shows true friends. However,
the position even of this faithful creature
has a twofold meaning.

If his image is surrounded with dashes
and clouds it shows that your friends
are estranged from you through the envy
of some one unworthy of your confidence.

If at the bottom of the cup, a friend
is in trouble.

A dog appearing to be running or
capering indicates joyful news and a
meeting of dear friends.

Goat.—A Sign of Enemies.
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Clear and straight lines near indicate
a victory over enemies.

Griffin.—Great Danger; Accident; Narrow Escapes.
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This imaginary animal with the body
and legs of a lion and the crooked beak
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This imaginary animal with the body
and legs of a lion and the crooked beak
and wings of an eagle is ominous of great
danger. Narrow escapes if about to take
a journey.

If seen at the top of the cup, do not
be too confiding and beware of putting
money into any new concern that may
be on the tapis at the moment.

If at the bottom of the cup, great danger
is imminent. Forewarned is forearmed.

Do not forget that thoughts are things
and that imagination is a creative faculty
capable of producing morbid mental
conditions.

Hare.—Timidity; Melancholy.
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“Le Mélancolique Animal,” as La
Fontaine calls it.

The hare was always considered an
omen of melancholy, perhaps because of
its solitary habits and timidity. The
hare was vulgarly supposed to be so
fearful that it never closed its eyes even
in sleep. In some country places they
still believe that a hare crossing a
person’s path is supposed to disorder
his senses.

If a hare is seen in the cup near the
house, some calamity may happen. In
the clear of the cup, shows that the party
must have courage, or her timidity will
be her downfall.

At the bottom of the cup is a warning
that an absent friend is harassed and
needs assistance.

Horse.—A Lover.
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A horse’s head, a lover.

Should a horse appear to be in full
gallop it foretells good news from one
who loves you dearly.

If the horse is surrounded with dots
it indicates a rich suitor. If by dashes
and clouds, the lover is true but unfortunate
circumstances are keeping him
back.

Should there be a rider on the
horse it would indicate good prospects
abroad.

If wavy lines are round or in the way
of the image of the horse it indicates a
lover is kept back by his unsettled
finances or position.

A circle, near completion to a fortunate
engagement.

Lamb.—Pleasure.
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A lamb in the clear, fortunate changes
coming about in springtime.

If straight lines are near they indicate
a straight course to advancement while
young.

If at the bottom of the cup or in the
thick, danger of letting youth slip away
in pleasures and forgetting that it is not
so easy to make headway when youth
has passed.

Lion.—Powerful Friends.
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The king of the beasts suggests powerful
friends, and, at the top of the cup,
quite clear, the lion indicates a good
position through influential friends.

There is danger of losing a good position
if there are wavy lines and thick clouds
about.

In the clear, a lucrative office under
Government.
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Mouse.—Poverty; Theft.
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The mouse indicates poverty through
neglected opportunities.

At the bottom of the cup or with
dashes around, danger of a burglary, and
loss of money by swindling.

Pigs.—Good and Bad.
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Zebra.—A Call to a Foreign Land; A Foreign Lover.
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Basket.—Increase; A Gift.








Bees.—Industry; Sagacity; Frugality.









Bell.—Recognition; Marriage.
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