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[image: Me in the GottaGiddaWay—a $100 disaster relief shelter I designed (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
Me in the GottaGiddaWay—a $100 disaster relief shelter I designed (photo by Bruce Bettis)







[image: The Hickshaw from “Tiny Yellow House” Episode #1 (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
The Hickshaw from “Tiny Yellow House” Episode #1 (photo by Bruce Bettis)







[image: The GottaGiddaWay en route to a Cape Cod Eco Fest (photo by author)]
The GottaGiddaWay en route to a Cape Cod Eco Fest (photo by author)





[image: My backyard scrap wood laboratory/workshop site (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
My backyard scrap wood laboratory/workshop site (photo by Bruce Bettis)







[image: My brother Dustin and me in our Vermont cabin’s loft (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
My brother Dustin and me in our Vermont cabin’s loft

(photo by Bruce Bettis)




[image: The interior of our Vermont cabin (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
The interior of our Vermont cabin

(photo by Bruce Bettis)







[image: The Eco-hab Domehouse (courtesy of Gemma Roe and Aidan Quinn)]
The Eco-hab Domehouse (courtesy of Gemma Roe and Aidan Quinn)





[image: The E-den in the UK (created by John Tucker, Glastonbury, UK, www.timbertradesmen.co.uk)]
The E-den in the UK (created by John Tucker, Glastonbury, UK, www.timbertradesmen.co.uk)







[image: David and Jeanie Stiles’s vacation hideaway (cabin photo from Cabins: A Guide to Building Your Own Nature Retreat by David and Jeanie Stiles)]
David and Jeanie Stiles’s vacation hideaway (cabin photo from Cabins: A Guide to Building Your Own Nature Retreat by David and Jeanie Stiles)




[image: The U. B. 30 Treehouse that I built for my brother Dustin’s thirtieth birthday as a sleep space in the Vermont woods (photo by author)]
The U. B. 30 Treehouse that I built for my brother Dustin’s thirtieth birthday as a sleep space in the Vermont woods (photo by author)







[image: The “Man Town” mobile storefront on the Massachusetts/New Hampshire border (photo by author)]
The “Man Town” mobile storefront on the Massachusetts/New Hampshire border (photo by author)




[image: The “Man Town” auto parts store in “closed” mode (photo by author)]
The “Man Town” auto parts store in “closed” mode (photo by author)




[image: A micro-house on wheels: George Crawford's Vardo (photo by George Crawford)]
A micro-house on wheels: George Crawford's Vardo (photo by George Crawford)




[image: A Hornby Island caravan (photo by Michelle Wilson)]
A Hornby Island caravan (photo by Michelle Wilson)







[image: Bill Young’s Gypsy Coach (photo by Bill Young, Lafayette, CO, GypsyCoach.com)]
Bill Young’s Gypsy Coach (photo by Bill Young, Lafayette, CO, GypsyCoach.com)




[image: Nicolette Stewart’s caravan in Germany (photo by Nicolette Stewart)]
Nicolette Stewart’s caravan in Germany (photo by Nicolette Stewart)




[image: A 64-square-foot guesthouse that I designed and built (photo by Dustin Diedricksen)]
A 64-square-foot guesthouse that I designed and built (photo by Dustin Diedricksen)







[image: The sleeping quarters (above) and the kitchen (below) of the Whittled Down Caravan built by Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish (courtesy of Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish, whittledown.com)]
The sleeping quarters (above) and the kitchen (below) of the Whittled Down Caravan built by Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish (courtesy of Tristan Chambers and Libby Reinish, whittledown.com)
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[image: Sandy Foster’s shabby chic getaway in the Catskills (photo by Sandy Foster)]
Sandy Foster’s shabby chic getaway in the Catskills (photo by Sandy Foster)




[image: April Blankenship’s cabin in Idaho (photo by April Blankenship)]
April Blankenship’s cabin in Idaho (photo by April Blankenship)




[image: The home of Graham Strouts in Ireland (photo by Graham Strouts)]
The home of Graham Strouts in Ireland (photo by Graham Strouts)







[image: Andrea Funk’s cabin in the woods (photo by Andrea Funk)]
Andrea Funk’s cabin in the woods (photo by Andrea Funk)







[image: A Woods Hole, Massachusetts, nautical shed/cabin]
A Woods Hole, Massachusetts, nautical shed/cabin




[image: Martha’s Vineyard cottage]
Martha’s Vineyard cottage




[image: Houseboat in Woods Hole, Massachusetts (all photos by author)]
Houseboat in Woods Hole, Massachusetts

(all photos by author)







[image: The house of fallen timbers created by David Lottes (photo by David A. Lottes)]
The house of fallen timbers created by David Lottes (photo by David A. Lottes)




[image: Amid a birch grove: Tom O’Rourke’s cedar-clad cabin (photo by Kevin Charles Redmon)]
Amid a birch grove: Tom O’Rourke’s cedar-clad cabin (photo by Kevin Charles Redmon)







[image: Jon Giswold’s retreat in northwestern Wisconsin (photo by Jon Giswold)]
Jon Giswold’s retreat in northwestern Wisconsin (photo by Jon Giswold)




[image: The Sennett bunkhouse in China, Maine (photo by author)]
The Sennett bunkhouse in China, Maine (photo by author)




[image: Artist/author Cathy Johnson’s naturalist’s cabin in Missouri (photo by Cathy Johnson)]
Artist/author Cathy Johnson’s naturalist’s cabin in Missouri (photo by Cathy Johnson)




[image: Lawn Cameron’s “Crooked River House” (photo by Lawn Cameron)]
Lawn Cameron’s “Crooked River House” (photo by Lawn Cameron)




[image: A tiny house in Lincoln, New Hampshire (photo by author)]
A tiny house in Lincoln, New Hampshire (photo by author)







[image: Dustin and Dawn Diedricksen’s Scituate, Massachusetts, home (photo by Bruce Bettis)]
Dustin and Dawn

Diedricksen’s Scituate, Massachusetts, home (photo by Bruce Bettis)




[image:  Harrison and Ellie Reynolds’s Fern Forest Treehouse, a Vermont B&B (photo by author)]
Harrison and Ellie

Reynolds’s Fern Forest Treehouse, a Vermont B&B (photo by author)




[image: A girl hams it up in the GottaGiddaWay. Yes, the window is a recycled front-loading washing machine door. (photo by author)]
A girl hams it up in the

GottaGiddaWay. Yes, the window is a recycled front-loading washing machine door. (photo by author)







[image: A tiny purple cabin at Tilted Acres in Cape Cod (photo by author)]
A tiny purple cabin at Tilted Acres in Cape Cod

(photo by author)




[image: Stinky feet not included. Inside the Hickshaw (photo by author)]
Stinky feet not included. Inside the Hickshaw (photo by author)




[image: Inside the “Wolfe’s Den,” a recent guest house in the trees that I built for a client in the Catskills, New York. This was featured on my online TV show “Tiny Yellow House.” (photo by author)]
Inside the “Wolfe’s Den,” a recent guest house in the trees that I built for a client in the Catskills, New York. This was featured on my online TV show “Tiny Yellow House.” (photo by author)







[image: An art gallery micro cabin built by me and Dustin in Putnam, Connecticut, for a fund-raiser. The front almost “glows” because of the clear Tuftex polycarbonate we used.]
An art gallery micro cabin built by me and Dustin in Putnam, Connecticut, for a fund-raiser. The front almost “glows” because of the clear Tuftex polycarbonate we used.







[image: My twenty-three-foot-tall Robot Treehouse, deep in the woods of Vermont, was built at a hands-on design workshop I hosted.]
My twenty-three-foot-tall Robot Treehouse, deep in the woods of Vermont, was built at a hands-on design workshop I hosted.







[image: The sparse interior of the Robot Treehouse has just enough room on the floor to sleep two people.]
The sparse interior of the Robot Treehouse has just enough room on the floor to sleep two people.







[image: Chris Schapdick of Tiny Industrial (New Jersey) and one of his gorgeous Vardos]
Chris Schapdick of Tiny Industrial (New Jersey) and one of his gorgeous Vardos







[image: A rather inventive conversion (a “skoolie”) made from a decommissioned school bus by Blackstone Builders.]
A rather inventive conversion (a “skoolie”) made from a decommissioned school bus by Blackstone Builders.




[image: Ken Pond of Craft and Sprout Tiny Houses (Connecticut)—a company he co-runs with his wife, Tori.]
Ken Pond of Craft and Sprout Tiny Houses (Connecticut)—a company he co-runs with his wife, Tori.
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[image: A Diedricksen-built treehouse for a police officer’s kids in Massachusetts.]
A Diedricksen-built treehouse for a police officer’s kids in Massachusetts.







[image: Van conversions can be an aﬀordable option for tiny living too (with Daniel and Rachel Messick). (Banana Van Adventure)]
Van conversions can be an aﬀordable option for tiny living too (with Daniel and Rachel Messick). (Banana Van Adventure)




[image: Just make sure that what you build will suit your stature. Dustin Diedricksen poses in the doorway of a cool little teardrop camper. (built by Tommy Gerson)]
Just make sure that what you build will suit your stature. Dustin Diedricksen poses in the doorway of a cool little teardrop camper. (built by Tommy Gerson)
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OLD MCDEEKULA HAD A CABIN . . .

An interview excerpt from a feature on the author’s own Vermont cabin in Tiny House Design Magazine, October 2009 (www.tinyhousedesign.com)

This particular cabin was mainly built by myself, my brother, Dustin, and my wife, Liz. I bought the land up in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont back in 2000, when I was twenty-three, and built it on weekends here and there. When I could make the four-hour drive we pecked away at the cabin mostly by hand. We used no power tools until we had to cut or rip plywood sheets, which is tiresome and difficult to do with handsaws. A decent portion of the plywood on the structure was donated by a neighbor who worked for a fire salvage/demo company in Vermont. A good many other parts and materials of the cabin were found curbside, such as the exterior door and all but one window.

Most of the other materials were purchased from mom ’n’ pop mills up in that neck of the woods where bargaining down a price and haggling are welcome. You gotta love that! I bought the seven true-2-by-8 cedar roof rafters (each initially 15 feet in length), for a mere $40 at one mill. The entire staircase and deck leading to the cabin’s entry were built out of bargain-pile/grade 3 cedar amounting to a little over $50. And the cabin overall probably cost in the ballpark of $4,000 to build. Perhaps less.

The cabin’s main room is 10 by 10 feet and has a one-pitch roof and a loft above that is accessed by a ship-galley-style ladder (also built from local cedar). There’s also a storage and sleeping area beneath the cabin’s raised pole structure that we’ve dubbed “the coffin” for good reason. This tiny room is only 5 by 10 feet in size, with 5 feet of “standing” room, and has one small door and a tiny window. All in all, the existing cabin has approximately 250 square feet of usable space.

We’re adding on a new 12-by-16 room, with a 10-foot cathedral ceiling. All the walls for that structure (as I now have two kids and less time to make it up there) were prefabricated in my Massachusetts backyard and simply “Lego’d” together on site.

This method works surprisingly well. All of the prefabricated siding is tongue-and-groove cedar too, and cost me no more than $100 altogether. By building pieces of the structure ahead of time it took only two weekends to get both the walls and the roof assembled. When completed, for use by seven people, the cabin will stand at 450 square feet, give or take.

It’s additionally entirely furnished in curbside furniture or castaways from family. The locals have dubbed it the “backwoods skyscraper,” as being built on a hill it’s 27 feet tall from the lowest point of the hill to the highest peak of the cabin. The metal sheeting wrapped around the base of the cabin, later earning the cabin the nickname “The Diner” by my brother, is the only peaceable way we’ve been able to keep the porcupines at bay (see: “A ‘Terror’ to all Tiny Cabins” in chapter 2).

There’s an outhouse down the hill, but as for amenities, we have no running water, no electricity, and we try not to allow radios or any “newfangled” gadgets up there when we’re camping, as it ruins the solitude. We do plan on driving our own well at some point and with a stream and swamp/pond on the property we feel we have a decent enough chance at hitting water within 20 to 30 feet of the surface.

All in all, it’s a 10-acre spread with the nearest neighbor (“Uncle Bob [Bennett],” we’ve dubbed him, a true seventy-year-old jack of all trades) approximately a quarter of a mile away.
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DON’T EVEN GET STARTED YET!

Here are a few things you should consider before ever starting your build. Yeah, this might seem like a rather bizarre thing to recommend in a book whose sole purpose is to encourage you to just get out there and build, experiment, and try your hand at, well, “anything shelter related,” but as I’ve been doing this for some time, “waiting and planning” is a warning well worth heeding. Even with recycled materials, Dumpster freebies, or the leftovers from old Aunt Edna’s shed, you are about to set in motion a project that may take a considerable amount of your personal time. (Actually, it will , not may .) And who has piles of personal time to just blow these days?

I’ve long believed that there are a few things you should consider before taking the plunge. The following pieces of advice will undoubtedly save you money, a good deal of labor, and, most important, your sanity. Only the most masochistic individual would want to build something that prematurely collapses or has to be moved to another site. As I’ve said time and time again, “None of this is rocket science, nor is it quantum physics.”

So here is what I often recommend in the “Relax Shacks” hands-on building and design workshops my brother and I have taught for some time now:


1. The Neighbors

That giant fluorescent pyramid fort o’ funk that you intend to erect inches away from the property lines might not go over as well with your neighbors as you assume. You don’t want to risk not being invited to their Arbor Day oyster bash, so tread lightly and ask politely. And when new neighbors move in, kill them with kindness. Neighbors are less likely to call the authorities if they know and like you. Talk to them before you build and avoid surprising them with that Egyptian-inspired mega fortress.




2. The Law

If you’re building anything from this book in a Homeowners Association (HOA) zone, you might as well just pack the idea up, especially if it’s out of the ordinary, oddly colored (or multicolored), or, well, “daring” in any way. Most HOAs are pretty darn strict and can contractually limit a lot of what you can do

in a neighborhood. The idea is that it could be tough to sell a home located next to the aforementioned pyramid fort made out of recycled pallet wood and flattened soda cans. While HOAs can be a pain, they do make sense in some cases (I can’t believe I’m saying that!), and it’s tough to work around them. Remind yourself that not everyone may share your passion for asymmetrical “Relax Shacks.” My solution was to buy a home in a non-HOA part of town. Rules schmules . . .




3. The Weather

Build to suit your climate. It’s as simple as that. While it may save you money to build with 1/4" ply scraps, they are going to bleed heat like it’s going out of style. When winter sets in, they may find you in a very “solid” state. Insulation keeps heat in and out. Don’t be the fonzanoon who builds a south-facing glass getaway near the equator unless you want to lose a lot of water weight quickly. It may seem obvious too, but steps such as strapping down a backyard shed or guest hut will be necessary in tornado- or hurricane-prone areas. Know your zone.




4. Your Orientation

Do you want passive solar gain to help heat your house and save on your bills? How should you orient your structure, fort, reading retreat, or hobby shed if this is the case? What’s the arc of the sun in the winter and summer in your region? Do you want to harness the sun’s heat or hide from it? Should you have huge windows on one side of your structure or almost none at all? The more windows, the less structural rigidity and privacy you will have. These are all things to consider.




5. Your Site

Because I’m not a descendant of the Rockefellers, I’ve always been on the lookout for “cheap land,” which is often overlooked




[image: Take that , Wesley Snipes! White, micro-cabin-addicted men can jump!  (photo by Bruce Bettis)]







6. Access





7. Trees: You versus the “Widow-Maker”






8. Prevailing Winds







9. Do Your Research











HAVE HAMMER, WILL TRAVEL


Derek “Deek” Diedricksen was born and raised in Madison, Connecticut, and now resides just outside of Boston, Massachusetts. He is the author of three books in the field of tiny homes and treehouses— this book (duh), Micro Shelters (a bestseller), and Micro Living —and was a former host and designer for the HGTV series Tiny House Builders and Extreme Small Spaces . Deek, often with his brother Dustin, has traveled a good portion of the US (all but six states at this point) and beyond, having taught design and hands-on build classes in such far-reaching places as Australia and Hong Kong. He has built, and continues to build, countless “Relax Shacks” for clients, many of them often infused with his original art, and has no plans to stop anytime soon. Deek’s work (both art and builds) have been featured in the New York Times (twice), the Boston Globe , the China Times , and even in the Sun tabloid. His creations have also graced the home pages of Yahoo.com, Design Sponge , Apartment Therapy , the UK Daily News , and more. Deek also runs the YouTube channel “RelaxshacksDOTcom,” with more than 200,000 subscribers, where he films and edits tiny house tours in his travels. He also fronts the Boston-based metal act Inverter, is a flea market junkie, and collects knickknacks, whimsical robot toys, and other “crud” that drives his wife insane. Additionally, he is the subject/codi-rector of the documentary project Box Truck Film , in which he and filmmaker Alex Eaves construct a full-time dwelling out of a decommissioned moving truck.
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(photo by Liz Diedricksen)
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