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​​​Introduction
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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

College Football History Books available at www.stevesfootballbible.com

Also available at numerous online book retailers
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Brief history of the Air Force Falcons Football
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[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Air_Force_S.gif]The Falcons are not only recognized by the lightning bolt on the side of their helmets, but their traditional option attack. Air Force is one of the premier rushing teams in the nation. Since Fisher DeBerry took over as Falcons head coach in 1984, they have ranked among the nation's top 10 in rushing 19 times in 21 years. The Air Force football team has enjoyed success not only on the field but also in the classroom. In 49 years of Air Force football, there have been 39 Academic All-Americans. Air Force has been a member of the Mountain West Conference since its founding in 1999. The Falcons play their home games at Falcon Stadium in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Troy Calhoun has been the team's head coach since 2007. The three major service academies—Air Force, Army and Navy—compete for the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy which is awarded to the academy that defeats the others in football that year (or retained by the previous winner in the event of a three–way tie). In over 60 years of play in college football, the Falcons have had seven head coaches. Air Force has won three Conference Championships {Western Athletic}. Air Force has played in 27 bowl games in their history, with a 13–13–1 (.500) record. Their highest finish in the polls was fifth (UPI coaches) in 1985. Home games are played in Falcon Stadium, which sits below the main campus at an elevation of 6,621 feet above sea level. Pre-game activities include flyovers by USAF aircraft, including the F-15 and B-2. Opened in 1962, its highest attendance was 56,409 in 2002, when the Falcons hosted Notre Dame.

History of the Academy

In 1948, a board of leading civilian and military educators was appointed to plan the curriculum for an academy that would meet the needs of the newly established Air Force. The board determined that Air Force requirements could not be met by expanding the other service academies and recommended an Air Force Academy be established without delay. In 1949, then Secretary of the Air Force W. Stuart Symington appointed a commission to assist in selecting a site and on April 1, 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower authorized creation of the United States Air Force Academy. After considering 580 sites in 45 states, the commission narrowed the choice to three locations. The summer of 1954, Secretary of the Air Force Harold Talbott selected a site near Colorado Springs, CO. Colorado contributed $1 million toward purchase of the property. In July 1955, the first Academy class entered interim facilities at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, while construction began. It was sufficiently completed for occupancy by the cadet wing in late August 1958. Initial construction cost was $142 million. Women entered the Academy on June 28, 1976, as members of the class of 1980.

Falcon Football Pageantry

Nothing is more indicative of the pageantry of Air Force football than the Wings of Blue. The U.S. Air Force Academy parachute team, the Wings of Blue, has been one of the outstanding parachute units in the country for more than two decades. Since 1967, cadets have dominated national intercollegiate parachuting championships, typically winning decisively over 40 other schools which field about 125 of the nation’s top college competitors. Additionally, they perform about 50 demonstrations each year for millions of spectators. That doesn’t include jumping into Falcon Stadium before the start of every football game, weather permitting. The Wings of Blue, because of their diverse mission, are divided into a demonstration team and a competition team. Advising and supervising the team is a cadre of active duty and reserve Air Force commissioned and non-commissioned officers. The team jumps from a variety of aircraft. However, the team primarily uses its own DeHavilland UV-18B Twin Otters. Each cadet member must be a qualified jumpmaster and instructor in the Air Force Academy parachuting program. They must also maintain high academic and military standards to remain with the team. Members of the team average 600 jumps by the time they graduate. The primary mission of the parachute team is not competing or performing, it’s to train other cadets in free-fall parachuting. Each year, over 1,000 cadets complete five free-fall jumps in the basic free fall parachuting course and earn the coveted parachutist badge and rating. The Academy is the only school in the Air Force authorized to grant these awards and is the only school in the U.S. authorized to allow students to perform unassisted free-fall delays on their first jump, without any prior static line training. The basic free-fall program is the premier character development program at the Academy and is available to all cadets. It is designed to develop courage, confidence and discipline in each student and provide leadership experiences for the cadet instructors who teach the course. It is a rigorous training schedule with heavy emphasis on safety. Before cadets make their first jump, they are drilled repeatedly in ground school on proper parachuting procedures. The repetition is intended to have the jumper respond automatically and correctly should something unexpected occur during the jump. Cadets who successfully complete the basic free fall course are then eligible to take the advanced training necessary to try-out for the Wings of Blue. Those who want advanced training must compete for admission. Selection is based upon an individual’s maturity, abilities, academic and military standing. From its uncertain beginnings, when it was reserved for stuntmen, rugged paratroopers and desperate pilots, parachuting has evolved into an exacting science and demanding sport—a sport dominated at the college level by the Air Force Academy.

AIR FORCE MASCOT: MACH 1

Members of the class of 1959, the first to enter the academy, picked the falcon as the mascot of the cadet wing in 1955.  Later that fall, they enlisted the first falcon to serve the academy.  The mascot was a peregrine falcon named “Mach 1,” which refers to the speed of sound. Each bird that has served the academy has carried the Mach 1 name but receives an individual name from the cadet group known as the falconers.  The cadets that care for and train the mascots keep 12 to 15 falcons.  For a falcon to be properly trained, the falconers spend an average of 300 hours of labor over a six-week period.  Though they never completely domesticate the falcons, they train them to fly for more than an hour and make repeated stops at a baited lure held by a cadet falconer. Hailed as the NCAA’s only performing mascot, the Air Force Falcon is a crowd pleaser.  The bird can achieve a speed of more than 200 miles per hour and makes the game day experience even more exciting by diving and zooming low over the heads of spectators. A costumed mascot known as “The Bird” also serves in the Academy’s ranks.  Known for his unusual arrivals at season home openers, “The Bird” has arrived via limousine, parachute and horseback.

AWOL Falcon

The Academy’s mascot made national headlines following a detour that it made following a
bowl game flying performance in 2010.  The mascot named “Ace” took the bowl game’s name to heart when he sought his own “independence” by flying away from the Independence Bowl in Shreveport, LA.  Fortunately, ACE was found and was returned to the stadium by the fourth quarter.
Kidnapped Falcon

Prior to the 2018 Air Force – Army game at West Point, Aurora, an Air Force Falcon mascot was kidnapped by Army Cadets.  The prank went from giggles to a national story when Aurora was returned bloodied and with life-threatening injuries.  According to Sam Dollar, Air Force’s falconry team adviser, told The New York Times that two West Point cadets took the birds, threw sweaters over them and stuffed them into dog crates. Dollar said the cadets turned over the birds Saturday morning of the game, with Aurora’s wings bloodied — likely from thrashing inside the crate.

AIR FORCE FALCONS NICKNAME

Unlike many nicknames that have mysterious or meaningless origins, the Air Force Academy’s nickname suits perfectly.  The qualities possessed by the falcon are reflected in many ways by the cadets the bird represents. Falcons are known for unhesitatingly attacking and killing prey twice their size.  Due to military weight standards, the Air Force football team typically matches up against foes that have much greater sized linemen. Keen eyesight is another falcon characteristic that’s found in Air Force Cadets.  Students at the academy must have perfect vision to fly our nation’s elite aircraft. The falcon also possesses other qualities that the Academy’s future naval officers must have to be successful.  These positive traits include speed, power, courage, alertness and a noble tradition. The falcon’s heritage has also soared into the United States Air Force.  Fittingly, one of the best weapons in the Air Force arsenal is the F-16 Fighting Falcon.
​​

| Page

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

College Football Hall of Fame
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Four former Falcons have reached the pinnacle of their sport by getting inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. 

[image: Brock Strom - Wikipedia]Brock Strom, a 1959 Academy graduate, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1985. Strom was a consensus All-American in 1958 and the captain of Air Force’s only undefeated team in school history. He played an instrumental role in the 1958 team that finished 9-0-2 and played in the Cotton Bowl. 

[image: Pin on They Also Served]Chad Hennings, a 1988 Academy graduate, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2006. A unanimous first-team All-America selection in 1987, Hennings received the Outland Trophy as the nation’s top interior lineman. A two-time first-team all-conference selection, he is a member of the Western Athletic Conference all-time team and was named WAC defensive player of the decade for the 1980s. He is a two-time first-team Academic All-American and is also a member of the Academic All-America Hall of Fame. Although he was drafted by the Dallas Cowboys in the 1988 NFL Draft, Hennings fulfilled a four year military commitment, serving during the first Gulf War. In 1992, he rejoined the Cowboys and embarked on a nine-year NFL career that brought him three Super Bowl titles. 

[image: Legendary Air Force head coach Fisher DeBerry leading charmed life -  Capital Gazette]Long-time coach Fisher DeBerry was inducted in 2011, the first year he was eligible to be on the ballot. DeBerry served as head coach at Air Force for a brilliant 23-year career which concluded with his retirement on Dec. 15, 2006. He led 17 of his 23 teams to winning records and 12 captured a bowl bid, posting a 6-6 record. His career record of 169-109-1 is the best in school history in terms of games won and winning percentage. He coached the Falcons to three conference championships. The team won a share of the Western Athletic Conference championship in 1985, his second season, and again in 1995. In 1998, DeBerry guided the team to its first outright title with the WAC Mountain Division championship and a win over Brigham Young in the title game in Las Vegas. He was named WAC Coach of the Year for the third time in his career. The 1998 team’s 12-1 record completed the first back-to-back 10-win seasons in school history following a 10-3 campaign the previous year. The 1998 squad finished the season ranked 10th nationally. His Falcons dominated the Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy series with archrivals Army and Navy. Air Force won the trophy 14 times and shared it once in DeBerry’s tenure. He compiled a remarkable 35-11 record against the Black Knights and Midshipmen and is the winningest coach in service academy history. 

[image: No doubting Thomas – The Denver Post]Scott Thomas, a 1986 graduate, joined the group as part of the class of 2012. Thomas was a consensus All-American in 1985 while leading the Falcons to a school-best 12-1 record, a #5 national ranking and victory over Texas in the Bluebonnet Bowl. He led the team in interceptions with six that season and became just the seventh player in NCAA history at the time to have a kickoff, punt and interception return for a touchdown in the same season. 

[image: Buck Shaw (1972) - Hall of Fame - National Football Foundation]Former Air Force coach, L.T. “Buck” Shaw was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1972. Shaw coached the Falcons in 1956 and 1957. Shaw is most known for his seven stellar seasons at Santa Clara, but also coached at North Carolina State, Nevada and California, as well as two stops in the NFL with San Francisco and Philadelphia.
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Air Force Consensus All-Americans
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	Year

	Player

	Position

	
	Year

	Player

	Position


	1956

	Larry Thomson

	FB

	
	1985

	Mark Simon

	P


	1958

	Brock Strom

	OL

	
	
	Scott Thomas

	DB


	
	Robert Brickey

	HB

	
	1986

	Terry Maki

	LB


	1963

	Terry Isaacson

	QB

	
	
	Tom Rotello

	DB


	
	Joe Rodwell

	C

	
	1987

	Chad Hennings

	DT


	1966

	Neal Starkey

	DB

	
	1989

	Dee Dowis

	QB


	1967

	Neal Starkey

	DB

	
	
	Ron Gray

	KR


	1969

	Ernie Jennings

	WR

	
	1991

	Jason Christ

	P


	1970

	Ernie Jennings

	WR

	
	1992

	Carlton McDonald

	DB


	1971

	Orderia Mitchell

	C

	
	1993

	Chris MacInnis

	P/K


	
	Gene Ogilvie

	DE

	
	1996

	Beau Morgan

	QB


	1972

	Orderia Mitchell

	C

	
	1998

	Chris Gizzi

	LB


	
	Gene Ogilvie

	DE

	
	1998

	Tim Curry

	DB


	1973

	Steve Heil

	ROV

	
	
	Frank Mindrup

	OL


	1974

	Dave Lawson

	LB/K

	
	2001

	Anthony Schlegel

	ILB


	1975

	Dave Lawson

	LB/K

	
	2002

	Brett Huyser

	OL


	1981

	Johnny Jackson

	DB

	
	2007

	Chad Hall

	WR


	1982

	Dave Schreck

	OG

	
	
	Carson Bird

	CB


	1983

	John Kershner

	FB

	
	2008

	Ryan Harrison

	K


	
	Mike Kirby

	WR

	
	2010

	Reggie Rembert

	DB
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[image: Air Force Heisman&#39; remembers fallen player Bullard | Colorado Springs News  | gazette.com]Brian Bullard Award 
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The Bullard Award is voted on by the team based on the criteria that typifies Brian Bullard - unselfishness, 110 percent effort, total team commitment and pride in his role on the team whether he’s a starter or not. A memorial is in the Falcon Athletic Center so that every football player sees it every day. The memorial has Brian’s picture and the name and photo of each year’s winner. A 1982 graduate of Air Academy High School in Colorado Springs, Brian attended the Academy the following year. After playing on the junior varsity his freshman year, he made the varsity and lettered as a sophomore in 1983. During Thanksgiving vacation that year, Brian, a member of Cadet Squadron 27, and cadet Dianne Williams of Cameron, Mo., were returning from Kansas and were caught in a snowstorm. The two died from carbon monoxide poisoning. Williams was a member of Cadet Squadron 33 and played on the women’s varsity golf team. The Brian Bullard award is presented annually at the Falcon football team banquet. Brian was the epitome of everything Air Force Football stands for. Brian’s life is used not only for motivation, but as the benchmark each Falcon football player should strive to attain. The criteria established for the award were taken directly from the life of Brian Bullard. The recipient of this prestigious award cares about the team first and himself second. He loves his team and his teammates and will do everything he can to make his brothers better. He is a source of encouragement for everyone and truly leads by example. He gives his all and truly enjoys every practice. He shows great pride in his role on the team and is a pleasure to coach. Though he played just two seasons with the football team, Brian left quite an impression.


	Year

	Player

	
	Year

	Player


	1984

	Steve Kelly

	
	2003

	Joe Schieffer


	1985

	Pat Malackowski

	
	2004

	Monty Coleman/John Rudzinksi


	1986

	Pat Evans

	
	2005

	Denny Poland


	1987

	Rip Burgwald

	
	2006

	Gilberto Perez


	1988

	Anthony Roberson

	
	2007

	Garrett Rybak/Drew Fowler


	1989

	Lance McDowell

	
	2008

	Shea Smith


	1990

	Bill Price

	
	2009

	Ben Garland


	1991

	Kette Dornbush

	
	2010

	Nathan Walker


	1992

	Grant Johnson

	
	2011

	Jonathan Warzeka


	1993

	Will McCombs

	
	2012

	Jordan Eason


	1994

	Steve Russ

	
	2013

	Ty MacArthur


	1995

	Brandon Wilkerson

	
	2014

	Christian Spears/Kale Pearson


	1996

	Lee Guthrie

	
	2015

	Weston Steelhammer


	1997

	Chris Gizzi

	
	2016

	Lochlin Deeks


	1998

	Mike Tyler

	
	2017

	Grant Ross


	1999

	Charlie Jackson

	
	2018

	Marcus Bennett


	2000

	Mike Gallagher/Matt Dayoc

	
	2019

	Kyle Johnson


	2001

	Nate Beard/Zach Johnson

	
	2020

	Ben Peterson


	2002

	Tom Heier
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Stadiums
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[image: Horse Tracks: The other OTHER Mile High Stadium - Mile High Report]DU Stadium {1956-1961} 

DU Stadium (sometimes referred to as Hilltop Stadium) was on the campus of the University of Denver in Denver, Colorado. Built in 1926, the crescent-shaped main grandstand design on the west sideline was based on other similar-sized stadiums from the same period, Brown Stadium and Cornell's Schoellkopf Field, both in the Ivy League. It hosted the DU Pioneers college football until the program was discontinued in 1961, due to mounting deficits. The stadium had a seating capacity of 30,000 at its peak, and the natural grass field had a conventional north–south orientation at an elevation of 5,350 feet above sea level. Nearly a half century in age, it was torn down in the early 1970s. The U.S. Air Force Academy Falcons shared the stadium with DU until their new Falcon Stadium opened in Colorado Springs in 1962.

[image: 10th SFS: &#39;all in&#39; when protecting thousands at Falcon Stadium &gt; United  States Air Force Academy &gt; Features]Falcon Stadium {1962-present} 

A picturesque setting at the base of the Rampart Range of the Rocky Mountains and boasting some of the grandest pageantry in all of college football, Falcon Stadium is without a doubt one of the premier college football stadiums in America. Sitting at 6,621 feet above sea level, the thin air has been kind to the Falcons. Air Force has won 63 percent of its home games in the stadium with a 205-117-4 all-time home record. Falcon Stadium’s elevation is the second highest of any Division I-A stadium in the nation. The stadium’s current capacity is 46,692. Falcon Stadium, built in a natural bowl in the foothills, was built in the fall of 1962 at a cost of $3.5 million. Falcon Stadium opened on Sept. 22, 1962, when a then-overflow crowd of 41,350 saw Air Force defeat Colorado State, 24-0. AFA held a formal dedication on Oct. 20, 1962, when Air Force hosted Oregon. The Ducks won the game, 35-20. The stadium was originally built solely for football, but several non-athletic events, such as the Academy’s annual graduation, are conducted there. Since 1962, the stadium has seen several significant upgrades. In 1991, the Academy installed nine skyboxes and remodeled the existing press box. The facility currently seats 450 people indoors, along with 88 in the skyboxes. In addition to its game-day uses, the press box is also used by the athletic department as a banquet/meeting room.

​​
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Bowl Games
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	12/23/2023

	AIR FORCE

	vs

	JAMES MADISON

	31

	21

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/22/2022

	AIR FORCE

	vs

	BAYLOR

	30

	15

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/28/2021

	AIR FORCE {10-3}

	vs

	LOUISVILLE

	31

	28

	W

	First Responder Bowl


	12/27/2019

	#24 AIR FORCE (11-2)

	vs

	WASHINGTON STATE (6-7)

	31

	21

	W

	Cheez-it Bowl


	12/30/2016

	AIR FORCE (10-3)

	vs

	SOUTH ALABAMA (6-7)

	45

	21

	W

	Arizona Bowl


	12/29/2015

	AIR FORCE (8-6)

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (8-5)

	36

	55

	L

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/20/2014

	AIR FORCE (10-3)

	vs

	WESTERN MICHIGAN (8-5)

	38

	24

	W

	Famous Idaho Potato Bowl


	12/29/2012

	AIR FORCE (6-7)

	vs

	RICE (7-6)

	14

	33

	L

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/28/2011

	AIR FORCE (7-6)

	vs

	TOLEDO (9-4)

	41

	42

	L

	Military Bowl


	12/27/2010

	AIR FORCE (9-4)

	vs

	GEORGIA TECH (6-7)

	14

	7

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/31/2009

	AIR FORCE (8-5)

	vs

	HOUSTON (10-4)

	47

	20

	W

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/31/2008

	AIR FORCE (8-5)

	vs

	HOUSTON (8-5)

	28

	34

	L

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/31/2007

	AIR FORCE (9-4)

	vs

	CALIFORNIA (7-6)

	36

	42

	L

	Armed Forces Bowl


	12/31/2002

	AIR FORCE (8-5)

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH (10-4)

	13

	20

	L

	San Francisco Bowl


	12/31/2000

	AIR FORCE (9-3)

	vs

	FRESNO STATE (7-5)

	37

	34

	W

	Silicon Valley Bowl


	12/25/1998

	AIR FORCE (12-1)

	vs

	WASHINGTON (6-6)

	45

	25

	W

	Oahu Classic


	12/20/1997

	AIR FORCE (10-3)

	vs

	OREGON (7-5)

	13

	41

	L

	Las Vegas Bowl


	12/27/1995

	AIR FORCE (8-5)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (9-3)

	41

	55

	L

	Copper Bowl


	12/31/1992

	AIR FORCE (7-5)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (9-3)

	0

	13

	L

	Liberty Bowl


	12/29/1991

	AIR FORCE (10-3)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI STATE (7-5)

	38

	15

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	12/27/1990

	AIR FORCE (7-5)

	vs

	OHIO STATE (7-4-1)

	23

	11

	W

	Liberty Bowl


	12/28/1989

	AIR FORCE (8-4-1)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (8-4)

	29

	42

	L

	Liberty Bowl


	12/30/1987

	AIR FORCE (9-4)

	vs

	ARIZONA STATE (7-4-1)

	28

	33

	L

	Freedom Bowl


	12/31/1985

	AIR FORCE (12-1)

	vs

	TEXAS (8-4)

	24

	16

	W

	Bluebonnet Bowl


	12/15/1984

	AIR FORCE (8-4)

	vs

	VIRGINIA TECH (8-4)

	23

	7

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/10/1983

	AIR FORCE (10-2)

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI (6-6)

	9

	3

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/31/1982

	AIR FORCE (8-5)

	vs

	VANDERBILT (8-4)

	36

	28

	W

	Hall of Fame Classic


	1/1/1971

	AIR FORCE (9-3)

	vs

	TENNESSEE (11-1)

	13

	34

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	12/28/1963

	AIR FORCE (7-4)

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA (9-2)

	0

	35

	L

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/1959

	AIR FORCE (9-0-2)

	vs

	TCU (8-2-1)

	0

	0

	T

	Cotton Bowl



​​
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Rivalries
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Army

Air Force and Army meet annually and vie for the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy. The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy is awarded to each season's winner of the American college football series among the teams of the U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. Naval Academy, and the U.S. Air Force Academy. The Navy–Air Force game is normally played on the first Saturday in October, the Army–Air Force game on the first Saturday in November, and the Army–Navy Game on the second Saturday in December. In the event of a tie, the award is shared, but the previous winner retains physical possession of the trophy. Through 2020, the Air Force Falcons hold the most trophy victories with 20. The Navy Midshipmen have won 16. The current winners, the Army Black Knights, trail with 9. The trophy has been shared on four occasions, most recently in 1993. Air Force first played Army in 1959 and Navy in 1960; prior to 1972, Air Force met Army in odd years and Navy in even years (and neither in 1961, 1962, 1964). The Commander-in-Chief's trophy was the brainchild of Air Force General George B. Simler, a former Air Force Academy athletic director who envisioned the trophy to create an annual series of football games for the Air Force Academy against the Military Academy and the Naval Academy. First awarded in 1972 by President Richard Nixon, the trophy itself is jointly sponsored by the alumni associations of the three academies. The trophy is named for the U.S. President, who is the Commander-in-Chief of all U.S. military services under the U.S. Constitution. The President has personally awarded the trophy on several occasions. During the 1980s, for instance, President Ronald Reagan presented the award in an annual White House ceremony. In 1996, President Bill Clinton presented the trophy to the Army team at Veterans Stadium after the Army–Navy Game. From 2003 to 2007, President George W. Bush presented the trophy to Navy teams at ceremonies in the White House.

[image: ]Colorado State

The Ram–Falcon Trophy is awarded to the winner of the game between the Air Force Falcons and Colorado State Rams.

Ram–Falcon Trophy - The origin of the Ram–Falcon Trophy is traced back to Shelly Godkin, a former ROTC commander at Colorado State.  He watched the teams play in 1978 and sought to translate his impressions into a trophy symbolic of an annual game. It was first awarded in 1980. 

Hawaii

The Kuter Trophy is played between the Air Force Falcons and the Hawaii Rainbow Warriors.  The Kuter Trophy is awarded to the winner of the game. The trophy is named after General Laurence S. Kuter, who was appointed the first head of the Pacific Air Forces Command (located at Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu) in 1957.  
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[image: Commander in Chief's Trophy makes the rounds at the Academy > United States  Air Force Academy > Air Force Academy News]Commander-In-Chief Trophy
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The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy is awarded to each season's winner of the American college football series among the teams of the U.S. Military Academy (Army Black Knights), the U.S. Naval Academy (Navy Midshipmen), and the U.S. Air Force Academy (Air Force Falcons). The Navy–Air Force game is normally played on the first Saturday in October, the Army–Air Force game on the first Saturday in November, and the Army–Navy Game on the second Saturday in December. In the event of a tie, the award is shared, but the previous winner retains physical possession of the trophy. The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy and the Michigan MAC Trophy are the only NCAA Division I FBS triangular rivalry trophies awarded annually. The few others, such as the Florida Cup and the Beehive Boot, are contested sporadically. Through 2022, the Air Force Falcons hold the most trophy victories with 21. The Navy Midshipmen have won 16. The Army Black Knights trail with 9. The trophy has been shared on five occasions, most recently in 2021.

The Commander-in-Chief's trophy was the brainchild of Air Force General George B. Simler, a former Air Force Academy athletic director who envisioned the trophy to create an annual series of football games for the Air Force Academy against the Military Academy and the Naval Academy. First awarded in 1972 by President Richard Nixon, the trophy itself is jointly sponsored by the alumni associations of the three academies. The trophy is named for the U.S. President, who is the Commander-in-Chief of all U.S. military services under the U.S. Constitution. The President has personally awarded the trophy on several occasions. During the 1980s, for instance, President Ronald Reagan presented the award in an annual White House ceremony. In 1996, President Bill Clinton presented the trophy to the Army team at Veterans Stadium after the Army–Navy Game. From 2003 to 2007, President George W. Bush presented the trophy to Navy teams at ceremonies in the White House.

Years Air Force has won the CIC


	1982

	1983


	1985

	1987


	1989

	1990


	1991

	1992


	1994

	1995


	1997

	1998


	1999

	2000


	2001

	2002


	2010

	2011


	2014

	2016


	2022

	2020
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​[image: https://footballfoundation.org/images/2012/10/22/30051_1.jpg?width=300]1956 Air Force Falcons
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The Falcons did not have an official stadium during the season and remained without one until the 1962 season when Falcon Stadium opened. Led by first-year head Coach Buck Shaw (pictured at right), it was the second season for the football program. The Falcons were independent and finished with a record of 6–2–1.

John Kuenzel led the team in passing with 721 yards and threw for 3 touchdowns. Phil Lane led the team in rushing with 350 yards and four rushing touchdowns. Larry Thomson {FB} was selected as a Little All-American 3rd team.

Home games were played at DU Stadium


	9/29/1956

	Air Force

	@

	San Diego State

	46

	0

	W


	10/6/1956

	Air Force

	@

	Colorado State

	53

	14

	W


	10/13/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	WESTERN

	48

	13

	W


	10/20/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	COLORADO MINES

	49

	6

	W


	10/27/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	EASTERN NEW MEXICO

	34

	7

	W


	11/3/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	NORTHERN COLORADO

	21

	0

	W


	11/10/1956

	Air Force

	@

	Whittier

	14

	14

	T


	11/17/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	IDAHO STATE

	7

	13

	L


	11/24/1956

	Air Force

	vs

	BYU

	21

	34

	L


	Coach: L.T. “Buck” Shaw

	
	
	Season Record >>

	293

	101

	6-2-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Idaho State

The Falcons hosted the Bengals at Dutch Clark Stadium in Pueblo, CO. This is the only time that Idaho State has beaten the Air Force as they left with a 13-7 victory.

––––––––
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[image: 1956 Air Force-Western State Program Falcons Top Mountaineers BEAUTY!! |  eBay]
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1957 Air Force Falcons 
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[image: Image 1 - 1957 Air Force Academy football program vs. University of Detroit, AFA history]For its first three years, the academy was housed at Lowry Air Force Base, Colorado, adjacent to Denver, until August 1958. Until Falcon Stadium opened in 1962, Air Force played home games at DU Stadium at the University of Denver. Led by second-year head coach Buck Shaw, it was the third season for the football program. The Falcons were independent and finished with a record of 3–6–1. Air Force did not play Army or Navy this season; Army was first played in 1959 and Navy in 1960.

John Kuenzel led the team in passing with 721 yards and threw for 3 touchdowns. Phil Lane led the team in rushing with 350 yards and four rushing touchdowns. Terry Jozwiak led the team in receptions with 20 for 272 yards.

Home games were played at DU Stadium


	9/20/1957

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Ucla (8-2)

	
	0

	47

	L


	9/28/1957

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	OCCIDENTAL

	
	40

	6

	W


	10/5/1957

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	DETROIT MERCY (6-3)

	
	19

	12

	W


	10/11/1957

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	George WASHINGTON (2-7)

	
	0

	20

	L


	10/26/1957

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Tulsa (4-6)

	
	7

	12

	L


	11/2/1957

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Wyoming (4-3-3)

	
	7

	7

	T


	11/9/1957

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	DENVER (6-4)

	
	14

	26

	L


	11/16/1957

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Utah (6-4)

	
	0

	34

	L


	11/23/1957

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	NEW MEXICO (4-6)

	
	31

	0

	W


	11/30/1957

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	COLORADO STATE (3-7)

	
	7

	20

	L


	Coach: Ben Martin

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	125

	184

	3-6-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Ucla

The Falcons traveled to Los Angeles to play the Bruins at the L.A. Memorial Coliseum in front of over 39,000 spectators. UCLA rolled up 418 yards on the way to a 47-0 victory. The Bruins Don Long scored twice on short touchdown runs. Quarterback Chuck Kendall passed for one touchdown and ran for another.

George Washington

Air Force traveled to Washington D.C. to play the Colonials in front of 12,000 fans at Griffith Stadium. President Dwight D. Eisenhower was in attendance as Mike Somers scored two touchdowns to lead underdog George Washington to a 20-0 shutout of the Falcons. 

NEW MEXICO

The Air Force defense converted a fumble recovery and an interception into points as they went on to a 31-0 shutout victory over the Lobos. HB Phil Lane scored two touchdowns and QB John Kuenzel scored one touchdown for the Falcons. 
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1958 Air Force Falcons 
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[image: Ben Martin.png]The Falcons were led by first year head coach Ben Martin {pictured at right} and played the fourth season for the Air Force Falcons football program. The Falcons were independent and finished undefeated with a record of 9–0–2. They made their first AP and coaches poll appearances, as well as their first bowl appearance in the Cotton Bowl against TCU, which ended in a scoreless tie.

Rich Mayo led the team in passing with 1,019 yards and threw 11 touchdowns. Steve Gallos led the team in rushing with 527 yards while Mike Quinlan led the team in touchdowns with seven. Bob Brickey led the team with 25 receptions and 281 yards. Brock Strom {OL} and Robert Brickey were selected as first team All-Americans.


	Final Rank:

	AP: #6

	UPI: #8




Home games were played at DU Stadium


	9/26/1958

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Detroit Mercy (4-4-1)

	
	37

	6

	W


	10/4/1958

	Air Force

	
	@

	#8

	Iowa (8-1-1)

	
	13

	13

	T


	10/11/1958

	Air Force

	
	vs

	
	COLORADO STATE (6-4)

	
	36

	6

	W


	10/18/1958

	Air Force

	
	@

	
	Stanford (2-8)

	
	16

	0

	W


	10/25/1958

	Air Force

	#14

	vs

	
	UTAH (4-7)

	
	16

	14

	W


	11/1/1958

	Air Force

	#13

	@

	
	Oklahoma State (8-3)

	
	33

	29

	W


	11/8/1958

	Air Force

	#10

	@

	
	Denver (2-8)

	
	10

	7

	W


	11/15/1958

	Air Force

	#10

	vs

	
	WYOMING (8-3)

	
	21

	6

	W


	11/22/1958

	Air Force

	#9

	@

	
	New Mexico (7-3)

	
	45

	7

	W


	11/29/1958

	Air Force

	#8

	@

	
	Colorado (6-4)

	
	20

	14

	W


	1/1/1959

	Air Force

	#8

	vs

	
	TCU (8-2-1)

	CBS

	0

	0

	T


	Coach: Ben Martin

	
	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	247

	102

	9-0-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Colorado

Unbeaten Air Force turned Colorado fumbles into touchdowns and held on to beat the Golden Buffaloes, 20-14 at Folsom Field. The Buffs led 14-6 in the 3rd quarter when Howard Cook fumbled a punt return and
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