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Abide in truth lest we embrace corruption
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There is a shocking revelation for the end of time days regarding the spiritual apostasy of the Church, as described in 2 Timothy 3. Alas, we often read of this “prophecy” as one that is only pertinent towards a lawless and disordered world, instead of the church itself.

The shocking reality is that 2 Timothy 3 speaks not of the condition of the world but of the prevailing lawlessness, rebellion and iniquity of the Church. Let us keep in mind that the epistle to Timothy was written by Paul to address believers. This epistle outlines and highlights what it means to be a believer, how to behave and how to be one approved in action, word and deed.

Before warning Timothy of the end-times in the Church, he says the following in "Timothy 1:13 Hold fast and follow the pattern of wholesome and sound teaching which you have heard from me, in [all] the faith and love which are [for us] in Christ Jesus. 14Guard and keep [with the greatest care] the precious and excellently adapted [Truth] which has been entrusted [to you], by the [help of the] Holy Spirit Who makes His home in us."

Against this backdrop, Paul writes in “2 Timothy 3 (Amplified Bible): 1 But understand this, that in the last days will come (set in) perilous times of great stress and trouble [hard to deal with and hard to bear]. 2For people will be lovers of self and [utterly] self-centered, lovers of money and aroused by an inordinate [greedy] desire for wealth, proud and arrogant and contemptuous boasters. They will be abusive (blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy and profane.  3[They will be] without natural [human] affection (callous and inhuman), relentless (admitting of no truce or appeasement); [they will be] slanderers (false accusers, troublemakers), intemperate and loose in morals and conduct, uncontrolled and fierce, haters of good. 4[They will be] treacherous [betrayers], rash, [and] inflated with self-conceit. [They will be] lovers of sensual pleasures and vain amusements more than and rather than lovers of God. 5For [although] they hold a form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are strangers to the power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of their profession]. Avoid [all] such people [turn away from them]. 6For among them are those who worm their way into homes and captivate silly and weak-natured and spiritually dwarfed women, loaded down with [the burden of their] sins [and easily] swayed and led away by various evil desires and seductive impulses. 7[These weak women will listen to anybody who will teach them]; they are forever inquiring and getting information, but are never able to arrive at a recognition and knowledge of the Truth. 8Now just as Jannes and Jambres were hostile to and resisted Moses, so these men also are hostile to and oppose the Truth. They have depraved and distorted minds, and are reprobate and counterfeit and to be rejected as far as the faith is concerned. 9But they will not get very far, for their rash folly will become obvious to everybody, as was that of those [magicians mentioned].”

Note, it says in verse five:  For [although] they hold a form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are strangers to the power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of their profession]. 

Are we grasping what Paul is saying? Paul says that in the last days those who are lovers of self, self-centred, lovers of money and aroused by an inordinate [greedy] desire for wealth are those who will appear godly and religious, yet their actions belie their faith and the reality of their spiritual condition.

Let us pause and consider this truthfully against the backdrop of reminding Timothy what a real Christian is. Paul warns the young servant of the Lord about the flip side of the coin – ergo, those Christians who are merely following a religion. And Paul warns that those who follow a religion – seemingly so pious instead of true faith - are those in the last days who will drift to the Self and away from God. They will therefore become more self-conscious than God-conscious.

Paul speaks about a distortion of the truth in verse eight: Now just as Jannes and Jambres were hostile to and resisted Moses, so these men also are hostile to and oppose the Truth. They have deprived and distorted minds, and are reprobate and counterfeit, and to be rejected as far as the faith is concerned. When we are not walking 100 per cent in God’s will, then we are walking in rebellion. And indeed, religion gives birth to rebellion, for religion dictates the will of man and not the will of God.

Paul also warned about such a distortion of the truth in “Romans 1:  21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.”

Indeed, in the last days, more people will exchange God’s truths and laws for their own, opening up the doorway for impurity, lawlessness, immorality and depravity. He mentions such a corrupt and unlawful situation in 1 Corinthians 5 (from verse 11): But now I have written to you not to associate intimately if any man called a brother and is either a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one not to eat. For what is it to me to also judge those who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But God judges those who are outside. Therefore put out from you the evil one. 

And also in “Titus 1: 10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those who reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.”

Deception and apostasy are reflected in the writings of Jude. 5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord] at one time delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. 8 In the very same way, on the strength of their dreams these ungodly people pollute their own bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 Yet these people slander whatever they do not understand, and the very things they do understand by instinct—as irrational animals do—will destroy them. 11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.

How shocking and what a sobering truth is a reality painted by Paul regarding the end of days. Indeed, we will find those who have stayed true to God as a workman approved, therefore those who are reborn in the Spirit, but we will also find those who have fallen into the traps of religion and the philosophy of the faith, therefore those who are not reborn. And those who are ultimately not reborn yet are only a Christian in name deny the power of the faith and the reality of having an intimate relationship with God.

And it is those people – those who are religious and pious as “believers” – who end up being lovers of themselves and who show signs of pride, arrogance, boasting, abusiveness, disobedience and who will walk in profanity. They will be slanderers, uncontrolled and fierce. Indeed, they will be lovers of sensual pleasures and vain amusements more than lovers of God. That is the reality and truth of those who are not reborn in Spirit but only follow the philosophy or the religion of Christianity.

Paul wasn’t speaking about the world to Timothy; he was speaking about what will happen within the Church! He was speaking about “believers” who are merely going through the routine of being a Christian, thereby following a religion. How shocking and how true!

Shall we forget the words of Jesus in Luke 13:2428: 24Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 25When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 26Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 27But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.

Jesus was addressing those who were in His presence and who taught the Gospel; therefore, they were believers! Jesus reminds us that it is one thing to be a true follower, as pointed out by Paul in his letter to Timothy, while it is another thing to be merely following a religion. Romans 1 makes it clear that those who follow a religion follow the Self and so exchange God’s truth for their own, allowing for spiritual apostasy as described in 2 Timothy 3.

Importantly, let us look at a famous Scripture in John 8: 31So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples. 32And you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free.

Take note, it is alluded here that it not per se the truth that sets us free. After all, someone who smokes excessively, and also an alcoholic and a drug user, will be very mindful of the truth – and such truth is that substance abuse leads to death and destruction. But the truth has not set them free. This Scripture is therefore many times quoted incorrectly. What sets us free is abiding in truth, which means a persistent, forceful, determined, calculated and unwavering commitment to heed the truth, to abide by it, to walk in it and to uphold it. For when we walk according to God’s truth, then only will we truly be set free. And such a deliverance does not necessarily manifest because of some supernatural power, but is it simply because we will be doing the right thing according to God’s laws and principles, and many times doing the right thing has practical implications upon us physically and in the soul.

So if someone stops smoking, drinking, sleeping around, using drugs, and eating unhealthily, then in the short and long run they will become healthier and be delivered from the destructive nature of abuse and exploitation.

Ephesians 3: 14For this reason [seeing the greatness of this plan by which you are built together in Christ], I bow my knees before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15For Whom every family in heaven and on earth is named [that Father from Whom all fatherhood takes its title and derives its name]. 16May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit [Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality].17May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love, 18That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God's devoted people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth [of it]; 19[That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]!

The prayer of Paul is for spiritual awareness and awakening to the need of the Bride to truly dwell and abide in God so that God will abide in us. And by that indwelling, we are founded securely on love, and we are strengthened by the inner working of the Spirit who sanctifies us by all truth (John 16). It is all about abiding ... we need to abide in God and therefore in the Spirit and therefore in truth lest we fall into spiritual corruption, for it is in the state of abiding and indwelling where we walk according to God’s Commanded and Sovereign Will. 

And such a walk becomes possible because the Spirit of Power and Might (Isaiah 11) is at work within us, giving us the fortitude and boldness and strength and power to walk in truth, to follow the light, to make the right decisions, to have the wisdom required and to be discerning of all the traps and deceptions and pitfalls as posted by Satan.

How we need to indwell and abide in God, so that the power and might of the Spirit can work within so that truly we will walk in the revelation and living might of the Word – for only when we walk in such a manner will the Word produce what it has promised! Ah, and such might and power strengthen us in the times of trials and tribulations and when we are faced with the dictates of the flesh and the desires of the world.

The letters to the seven churches in Revelation also highlights spiritual adultery, immorality, idolatry and sexual impurity within the Church. And so it is written in Revelation 3:15 (Amplified Bible): 15I know your [record of] works and what you are doing; you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! To follow a religion, or the Self or the philosophy of the religion leads not to a passion for God but leads to a self-righteous and self-centred state of existence, and such an existence caused Jesus to show away the “believers” for they were workers of iniquity.

2 Thessalonians 2 speaks of the days of iniquity and the falling away from the truth – and this is happening more and more within the Church! “7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he is taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

Do we understand the implications of Paul’s words? In the last days, which is surely now, there will be such a state of existence among “believers”, which speaks of a prevailing state of religion in the Church rather than a true state of faith. 

Matthew 7: 15Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

Indeed, in the last days, we will know the workman approved by God by their fruits, which are the fruits of the Spirit as mentioned in Galatians 5, while those who have drifted away from God, even though professing to be Christians are those whose fruits will reveal their true colours.

And this is exactly what Paul was referring to in 2 Timothy 3. He was showing Timothy that in the last days that there will be “believers” who follow a religion but by their fruit of the Self and of want and need and greed will show who they truly are. Paul however writes to Timothy to show him what a true workman of the Lord looks like in “ 2 Timothy 3:.15 Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.  16But avoid all empty (vain, useless, idle) talk, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness. 17And their teaching [will devour; it] will eat its way like cancer or spread like gangrene. So it is with Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18Who have missed the mark and swerved from the truth by arguing that the resurrection has already taken place. They are undermining the faith of some. 19But the firm foundation of (laid by) God stands, sure and unshaken, bearing this seal (inscription): The Lord knows those who are His, and, Let everyone who names [himself by] the name of the Lord gives up all iniquity and stands aloof from it. 20But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also [utensils] of wood and earthenware, and some for honorable and noble [use] and some for menial and ignoble [use]. 21So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and unclean, who separates himself from contact with contaminating and corrupting influences] will [then himself] be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable and noble purposes, consecrated and profitable to the Master, fit and ready for any good work. 22Shun youthful lusts and flee from them, and aim at and pursue righteousness (all that is virtuous and good, right living, conformity to the will of God in thought, word, and deed); [and aim at and pursue] faith, love, [and] peace (harmony and concord with others) in fellowship with all [Christians], who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. 23But refuse (shut your mind against, have nothing to do with) trifling (ill-informed, unedifying, stupid) controversies over ignorant questionings, for you know that they foster strife and breed quarrels. 24And the servant of the Lord must not be quarrelsome (fighting and contending). Instead, he must be kindly to everyone and mild-tempered [preserving the bond of peace]; he must be a skilled and suitable teacher, patient and forbearing and willing to suffer wrong. 25He must correct his opponents with courtesy and gentleness, in the hope that God may grant that they will repent and come to know the Truth [that they will perceive and recognize and become accurately acquainted with and acknowledge it],  26And that they may come to their senses [and] escape out of the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him, [henceforth] to do His [God's] will.”

Let us again look at the parable of the weeds as found in “Matthew 13: 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”

Jesus in this parable was referring to a weed called a "darnel", which looks exactly like wheat in its young stages and, in fact, only the expert can distinguish some species of this darnel from true wheat. Later on, the differences are remarkable. The darnel has far smaller seeds than wheat, and it is claimed that these seeds, when ground to flour, are poisonous, due perhaps to a particular fungus that develops in the seed itself.

We can’t be so gullible to presume that all the members of the “church” are children of God, nor even presume that all the members of particular churches in the New Testament were all children of God. It is to be understood by the parable of the wheat and the weed that it is not so easy to identify or distinguish between children of God and children of the devil when they are still in infancy. Jesus is discouraging people from inferring that if one is a member of church then such a person must be a child of God. Nor can you simply go back and infer from a single event, of "praying to receive Christ" or getting baptized, which must mean that the person is a child of God.

Thus, it becomes easier to distinguish true believers when they grow to maturity and produce fruits. Paul writes: "Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?" 2 Corinthians 13:5

And how do you test yourself? By examining the outworking of your faith. 

1 John 3: 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 

Indeed, though the distinctions may be subtle at one stage, they will be clear in the judgment. A weed may be growing next to a stalk of wheat, and think it has a common destiny with the wheat. But its end is destruction. The weed is also harmful to the wheat, its roots trying to starve the wheat from its source. False brethren can even become institutional leaders and bring much harm to the maturity of the believers. In his final farewell, Paul speaks to the elders of the church at Ephesus. Acts 20:29- 30: "I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them

So let us not be too gullible about assuming who is saved. But then again let us neither make judgments when there is little basis to do so. Let us not be too sceptical about others, especially about young immature Christians.

When we, therefore, look closely at the writings of Paul to Timothy, he was advocating the maturity of Christians – those who are growing up in Christ, therefore those who are not following a religion and staying immature in their faith. 

In Ephesians 4 we read: “10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

Paul was referring here to mature believers, who will not be deceived by all kinds of wrong teachings. It is so easy today for us to be deceived by false teachings, which is bred by the spirit of religion. Paul also continues in his writings in Ephesians 4, like he did with Timothy, to explain what a true believer looks like and behaves: 

17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.  20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.  29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

So, after Paul warns Timothy of the reality of a falling away in the Church, he reminds him of the following:

2 Timothy 3: 13But wicked men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and leading astray others and being deceived and led astray themselves. 14But as for you, continue to hold to the things that you have learned and of which you are convinced, knowing from whom you learned [them], 15And how from your childhood you have had a knowledge of and been acquainted with the sacred Writings, which are able to instruct you and give you the understanding for salvation which comes through faith in Christ Jesus [through the leaning of the entire human personality on God in Christ Jesus in absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom, and goodness]. 16Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose, and action), 17So that the man of God may be complete and proficient, well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Paul, therefore, acted as a true watchman and a teacher. He warned Timothy of impostors that will come, of a state of religion that will prevail, of those who live for the Self and not God, and he also showed Timothy was it means to be a true workman approved by the Lord. Paul continues to admonish Timothy to live for truth in the Spirit:

2 Timothy 4 (Amplified Bible):  1I CHARGE [you] in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Who is to judge the living and the dead, and by (in the light of) His coming and His kingdom: 2Herald and preach the Word! Keep your sense of urgency [stand by, be at hand and ready], whether the opportunity seems to be favourable or unfavorable. [Whether it is convenient or inconvenient, whether it is welcome or unwelcome, you as preacher of the Word are to show people in what way their lives are wrong.] And convince them, rebuking and correcting, warning and urging and encouraging them, being unflagging and inexhaustible in patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when [people] will not tolerate (endure) sound and wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for something pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to themselves one teacher after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their own liking and to foster the errors they hold, 4And will turn aside from hearing the truth and wander off into myths and man-made fictions. 5As for you, be calm and cool and steady, accept and suffer unflinchingly every hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fully perform all the duties of your ministry.

And what is the result at the end of the day for those who are impostors and who pretend to follow God but only follow a religion or the Self, therefore denying the power of the reality of the faith? It says in 2 Timothy 3: 13But wicked men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and leading astray others and being deceived and led astray themselves.

Do we comprehend? Those who follow and pursue not the completeness and fullness of God, therefore allowing rebellion or iniquity in any form in their life, open themselves to a state of being deceived, going from deception to deception! Compare this to 2 Corinthians 3: 18And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very own image in ever-increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.

Indeed, a true Christian grows from glory to glory, and not from deception to deception! Titus 1: 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.

Why do we think we struggle so to do what the Lord has called us to do by healing the sick and delivering the tormented and preaching the Word?  The answer partly lies in “1 Corinthians 2 (Amplified Bible): 1AS FOR myself, brethren, when I came to you, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony and evidence or mystery and secret of God [concerning what He has done through Christ for the salvation of men] in lofty words of eloquence or human philosophy and wisdom;  2For I resolved to know nothing (to be acquainted with nothing, to make a display of the knowledge of nothing, and to be conscious of nothing) among you except Jesus Christ (the Messiah) and Him crucified. 3And I was in (passed into a state of) weakness and fear (dread) and great trembling [after I had come] among you. 4And my language and my message were not set forth in persuasive (enticing and plausible) words of wisdom, but they were in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and power [a proof by the Spirit and power of God, operating on me and stirring in the minds of my hearers the most holy emotions and thus persuading them], 5So that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men (human philosophy), but in the power of God. 6Yet when we are among the full-grown (spiritually mature Christians who are ripe in understanding), we do impart a [higher] wisdom (the knowledge of the divine plan previously hidden); but it is indeed not a wisdom of this present age or of this world nor of the leaders and rulers of this age, who are being brought to nothing and are doomed to pass away.”

2 Timothy 3 (NIV) speaks of having a form of godliness but denying its power. Paul wrote in his epistles to the church in Corinth that he came to do the Lord’s work in the power of the Spirit and not in the power of religion! How then can we do the Lord’s work – His supernatural and glorious work on earth – if we walk not in such power which comes by the Spirit? 1 Corinthians 4:  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love and the spirit of meekness?

But we will not walk in such power when we walk not in the Spirit, which happens when we follow our Truth and not God’s Truth. For the Spirit is the one who sanctifies us by Truth and leads us in all truth to His glory and for ministry. So when we exchange His truth for our own, how then can we submit to the Spirit and how then can we walk in His power?

For this reason, Paul alluded to the fact that there will be those who appear righteous and holy, but they will not walk in His power for they walk not in the Spirit! And as written in John 3, we are to be reborn in Spirit if we want to see the Kingdom of God. “3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” We then discern that those who fail to walk in His power are those not reborn, which brings us back to the original argument of Paul that in the end of days some people will be true believers – ergo those who are reborn in Spirit and walk in truth -  and those who are not reborn and who walk in religion.”

And it is such people who are not reborn who fall prey to the lusts and temptations of the devil and the world, all to their own determent and to their faith.  And so the words of Paul also rings loud and clear about those who are therefore not walking in the Spirit and Truth when he says “have nothing to do with such people”.

Indeed, those words of Paul should make us sit up and ponder and meditate in the Spirit ... for we are called to move away from those who certainly persist in their religion instead of making a full-term commitment to the Lord. It is they who will continue to walk in rebellion until the cravings of the world envelop them as believers.

Stay away from them, said Paul. Look at Leviticus 14 when it comes to a person with an infectious disease: 8 “The person to be cleansed must wash their clothes, shave off all their hair and bathe with water; then they will be ceremonially clean. After this, they may come into the camp, but they must stay outside their tent for seven days. 9 On the seventh day, they must shave off all their hair; they must shave their head, their beard, their eyebrows and the rest of their hair. They must wash their clothes and bathe themselves with water, and they will be clean.

We may think today this is very harsh treatment and such laws no longer apply to us, but within a spiritual context, a strong point is being made in Leviticus 14. For you see, we need to understand that just as this person became “unclean” through an “infection” and so poses a contagious danger to others as part of the close-knit family of Israelites, just so when we walk in rebellion and iniquity we are also “unclean” in our actions and deeds unto the point of being “infected” by sin. We too then also pose a danger to our brothers and sisters in Christ when we fail to repent, because if we keep walking in iniquity and are so made “unclean” by such sins that we can easily infect others through our actions and deeds.

Therefore, the laws of Moses stipulated for the “unclean” person to be cast out of the camp for even days to become healed and to be made “clean”, therefore emphasising the dangers of the infection, so too Paul was advocating for those who walk in iniquity and lawlessness to be “set” aside for a while until they become “healed” from their iniquity by the conviction of the Holy Spirit.

A believer who truly walks in iniquity and rebellion, therefore walking in his own truths and ways, can easily cause another Christian to stumble and to fall. And so the “infected” person can easily become a stumbling block to someone else, for example, if he maintains a lifestyle that belies his faith and so causes another Christian to also partake of such a lifestyle.

For this reason, Paul was at times harsh in his approach to believers who walked in iniquity, but he was acting according to the Laws of Moses, which sought to secure the purity and holiness of the camp. Let us remain mindful and be wary of what happened to those who resisted Moses, who resisted Jesus and who resist the Holy Spirit
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Rebellion fades the straight path


[image: ]


Isaiah 30: 1 Woe to the rebellious children, says the Lord, who take counsel and carry out a plan, but not Mine, and who make a league and pour out a drink offering, but not of My Spirit, thus adding sin to sin; 2 Who set out to go down into Egypt, and have not asked Me—to flee to the stronghold of Pharaoh and to strengthen themselves in his strength and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

The tale of Samaria’s and Judah’s rebellion is a stark reminder that rebellion does not pay. It has never paid and will never pay. The Lord teaches us to pray, but how can we say let His will be done when we are rebellious? We are rebellious whenever we follow not God’s will, His ways, His path, His wisdom, His truth and in His Spirit.

Indeed, we reap what we sow.  We cannot walk in light and in darkness. We cannot walk in truth and deception. We cannot serve two masters. If we do, we are rebellious, and rebellion never pays.

Just ask Satan and every person who has ever thought they can rebel against God’s ways.

Today, we live in a rebellious society. The world is rebelling against God. Man has set up his own truth and is determined to be governed by his own rules and laws. Man has today hardened its hearts to God’s way, but man will reap what it is reaping. 

Romans 1: 18 For God’s [holy] wrath and indignation are revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who in their wickedness repress and hinder the truth and make it inoperative. 19 For that which is known about God is evident to them and made plain in their inner consciousness, because God [Himself] has shown it to them. 20 For ever since the creation of the world His invisible nature and attributes, that is, His eternal power and divinity, have been made intelligible and clearly discernible in and through the things that have been made (His handiworks). So [men] are without excuse [altogether without any defense or justification], 21 Because when they knew and recognized Him as God, they did not honor and glorify Him as God or give Him thanks. But instead they became futile and godless in their thinking [with vain imaginings, foolish reasoning, and stupid speculations] and their senseless minds were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools [professing to be smart, they made simpletons of themselves].

The fall of Samaria and Judah is a spectacular example that God shall not be mocked, of how stubborn we can be if we do not listen, and that there are consequences to our rebellious actions. Keep in mind that upon the death of Solomon in 931 BC the united kingdom of Israel was spit with ten northern tribes pulling away and forming their own nation using the name Israel. The two remaining tribes in the south continued under the name of Judah.

During the next 209 years the northern kingdom of Israel continued its worship of idolatry until in 722 BC God used the Assyrians as His hammer of judgment. The southern kingdom of Judah continued on for another 134 years after Israel’s fall only to be judged for its spiritual adultery by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chronicles 36:17-20).

Isiaah, Amos, Hosea and Micah were also prophets who lived in the eighth century BC and they all addressed the religious and social evils of Israel and Judah in their own day. 

Amos and Hosea spoke against the people of the Northern kingdom of Israel (capital Samaria), and Micah and Isaiah spoke against the people of the southern Kingdom of Judah and its capital Jerusalem.

Crucially, Isaiah lived to see what happened when the Northern Kingdom of Israel was invaded and dismantled by the Assyrians in 721BC (2 Kings 17:5-41) in fulfilment of the prophecies of Amos and Hosea, and this terrifying event deeply affected people like Isaiah and many others in Judah and Jerusalem.  They perceived that if God’s people in the south continued to sin like those in the north, they would fall in a similar way.  What then would happen to God’s Covenant and His people? 

What would happen to the Temple, if Jerusalem were to be captured?

Isaiah lived for many years during the reigns of four kings of Israel (1:1), and by the time he was an older man, he was a prophet of repute and a close confidante of King Hezekiah (1:1 – see chapters 36-39); he prophesied from around 760 BC to 700 BC and perhaps even later.

In the Book of Isaiah, we read how the prophet spoke out against Judah’s rebellion. The Lord spoke loud and clear of their rebellion, of their wicked ways, of their idolatry and that they weren’t keeping to the paths of the Lord. Yet, the people refused to listen.

The first recorded prophecies of Isaiah, however, are a stinging attack on God’s people for wandering far from the God who had created and chosen them.  In chapter one, we read of the nature of the rebellion against God by His people.  Firstly, the people are ‘weighed down’ and ‘corrupted’ by sin (1:4), but they have also turned away from God and have ‘forsaken the Lord’ (1:4).

Isaiah 3: 1 For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, is taking away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff [every kind of prop], the whole stay of bread and the whole stay of water, 2 The mighty man and the man of war, the judge and the [professional] prophet, the one who foretells by divination and the old man, 3 The captain of fifty and the man of rank, the counselor and the expert craftsman and the skillful enchanter. 4 And I will make boys their princes, and with childishness shall they rule over them [with outrage instead of justice]. 5 And the people shall be oppressed, each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; the child shall behave himself proudly and with insolence against the old man, and the lowborn against the honorable [person of rank]. 6 When a man shall take hold of his brother in the house of his father, saying, You have a robe, you shall be our judge and ruler, and this heap of ruins shall be under your control - 7 In that day he will answer, saying, I will not be a healer and one who binds up; I am not a physician. For in my house is neither bread nor clothing; you shall not make me judge and ruler of the people. 8 For Jerusalem is ruined and Judah is fallen, because their speech and their deeds are against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of His glory and defy His glorious presence.

At the time of the prophets, many false prophets spoke of peace, so that the people had nothing to worry about. Yet, God had spoken, and before they knew it, Assyria stood at Samaria’s door in 720BC to claim the northern kingdom and carry away the ten tribes.

Following these four prophets, Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke God’s word. The people, however, refused to listen and to turn from their ways. And before the people to the south knew it, in 605BC, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, stood at the gates of Jerusalem.

The people refused to listen to God's judgment, and today, we are also refusing God’s warning to turn from our wicked ways and follow God.

Jeremiah grew up in the golden years of King Josiah’s reign. Josiah was instrumental in a great reformation sweeping the south, and so Jeremiah, in shock and horror, witnessed the land’s fall into spiritual apostasy. During the last 25 years of Jerusalem’s existence, the prophet Jeremiah, realising the nation’s decay of moral and spiritual values had reaped its harvest, remained faithful, urging the people of Judah to accept God’s punishment upon the nation.

Jeremiah 2:  1 And the word of the Lord came to me [Jeremiah], saying, 2 Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says the Lord: I [earnestly] remember the kindness and devotion of your youth, your love after your betrothal [in Egypt] and marriage [at Sinai] when you followed Me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. 3 Israel was holiness [something set apart from ordinary purposes, dedicated] to the Lord, the firstfruits of His harvest [of which no stranger was allowed to partake]; all who ate of it [injuring Israel] offended and became guilty; evil came upon them, says the Lord. 4 Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord: What unrighteousness did your fathers find in Me, that they went far from Me and [habitually] went after emptiness, falseness, and futility and themselves became fruitless and worthless? 6 Nor did they say, Where is the Lord, Who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, Who led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and pits, through a land of drought and of the shadow of death and deep darkness, through a land that no man passes through and where no man dwells? 7 And I brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and good things. But when you entered, you defiled My land and made My heritage an abomination [detestable and loathsome]. 8 [Even] the priests did not say, Where is the Lord? And those who handle the law [given by God to Moses] knew Me not. The rulers and secular shepherds also transgressed against Me, and the prophets prophesied by [the authority and in the name of] Baal and followed after things that do not profit. 9 Therefore I will still contend with you [by inflicting further judgments on you], says the Lord, and with your children’s children will I contend. 10 For cross over to the coasts of Cyprus [to the west] and see, send also to Kedar [to the east] and carefully consider; and see whether there has been such a thing as this: 11 Has a nation [ever] changed its gods, even though they are not gods? But My people have changed their Glory [God] for that which does not profit. 12 Be astonished and appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked and shrivel up with horror, says the Lord [at the behavior of the people]. 13 For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the Fountain of living waters, and they have hewn for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns which cannot hold water.

Jeremiah 9: 3 And they bend their tongue, [which is] their bow for the lies [they shoot]. And not according to faithfulness do they rule and become strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know and understand and acknowledge Me, says the Lord.

Ezekiel was already in captivity along with so many other Jews in Babylon by the time we read of his harsh words of correction and judgment. In all, Ezekiel and Jeremiah painted a picture of doom and gloom, of Judah’s sins and wickedness, of a people who had forgotten God and His ways. They spoke to the people, to the leaders, but sadly none seemed to listen.

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, first came to Jerusalem in 605BC. But the people refused to listen to God’s Word to surrender to Babylon, so they Lord would send Babylon’s army to Jerusalem’s gate two more times.

2 Kings 24: 1 In his days, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; then he turned and rebelled against him. 2 The Lord sent against Jehoiakim bands of Chaldeans, of Syrians, of Moabites, and of Ammonites. And He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by His servants the prophets. 3 Surely this came upon Judah at the command of the Lord, to remove them out of His sight because of the sins of Manasseh according to all he had done, 4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed. For he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord would not pardon. 5 The rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of Judah’s Kings? 6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers. Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. 7 The king of Egypt came no more out of his land, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to Egypt’s king, from the River of Egypt to the river Euphrates. 8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began his three-month reign in Jerusalem. His mother was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, in keeping with all his father had done. 10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his servants were besieging it. 12 Jehoiachin king of Judah surrendered to the king of Babylon, he, his mother, his servants, princes, and palace officials. The king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. 13 He carried off all the treasures of the Lord’s house and the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple of the Lord, which Solomon king of Israel had made, as the Lord had said. 14 He carried away all Jerusalem, all the princes, all the mighty men of valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths. None remained except the poorest of the land. 15 Nebuchadnezzar took captive to Babylon King Jehoiachin; his mother, his wives, his officials, and the chief and mighty men of the land [the prophet Ezekiel included] he took from Jerusalem to Babylon into exile. 16 And the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, 7,000, and craftsmen and smiths, 1,000, all strong and fit for war. 17 And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his stead and changed his name to Zedekiah. 18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began his eleven-year reign in Jerusalem. His mother was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, in keeping with all Jehoiakim had done. 20 For because of the anger of the Lord it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that He cast them out of His presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Under Zedekiah, the national leadership in Jerusalem continued to follow their wicked ways. Zedekiah was ordered by the Lord to submit and endure the rulership as a vassal of Babylon. He did not listen. He disobeyed, and so sought the help of the Egyptians, and so the people fell into deeper idolatry, serving the queen of heaven.

When Babylon came for the third time to the gates of Jerusalem in 586, they laid siege to the city, and for two years Zedekiah had to watch as his people suffered famine, plague and eventually the sword.

Zedekiah (Mattaniah, 597-586 B.C.) attempted to escape but was captured and taken to Babylon in chains. The Babylonians killed his sons in his sight and then blinded him. The walls of Jerusalem were destroyed and the temple burned to the ground. All of the city’s treasures were taken to Babylon. The remaining leaders of Judah were killed and the rest of the people were carried into captivity to Babylon.

Only the very poorest people remained in Judah in the hills who later fled to Egypt (2 Kings 25:23-30). Jeremiah was also one of those people who chose to flee to Egypt.

It has been estimated by scholars that about 50 000 people were marched into captivity in Babylon. The important thing to note is that the Babylonians did not replace the people of Judah with other captives as the Assyrians had done in the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C. The land of Judah and Jerusalem remained vacant for seventy years until the Lord brought a remnant of His people back to the Promised Land.

The Chronicler tells us in vivid terms the reason for the exile (2 Chronicles 36:14-16). “They mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people until there was no remedy.”

King Jehoiachin, who had chosen to eventually submit, would eventually be released from prison and would sit at the dining table of the king of Babylon.

Jeremiah was there in the city right to the end, when the city and the temple once and for all fell, and he with so many others had to flee to Egypt for refuse.

There are consequences to our rebellion, because God shall not be mocked.

When Ezra reflects on Israel’s idolatry, we read the following in Nehemiah 9: 26 Yet they were disobedient and rebelled against You and cast Your law behind their back and killed Your prophets who accused and warned them to turn to You again; and they committed great and contemptible blasphemies. 27 Therefore You delivered them into the hand of their enemies, who distressed them. In the time of their suffering when they cried to You, You heard them from heaven, and according to Your abundant mercy You gave them deliverers, who saved them from their enemies.

Indeed, there are consequences to our rebellion.

It says in Proverbs 3: 6 In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and He will direct and make straight and plain your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; reverently fear and worship the Lord and turn [entirely] away from evil.

We have to remember that rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft (1 Samuel 15:23). Rebellion is not trusting and leaning and relying on God, in accordance to Proverbs 3, and thus if we rely in our strength or in another alliance, we commit idolatry. Idolatry opens the doors to all kinds of demonic influences, because we give the devil the ground and the right to attack and harm us.

Zedekiah for example trusted and relied on Egypt to come to his aid, and we find this sad state of affairs repeating itself throughout the history of the Israel’s kings. As soon as we take hold of God’s hand while clinging to another partnership, then we are making an alliance with two masters. We can only serve one, for God shall not be mocked.

Baal worship was rife in the days of Israel before the fall to Assyria and Babylon. The people were reliant on a blessed harvest, so they would serve God as the Lord who would give them the former and latter rains, but they also wanted to serve Baal, who was the god of fertility. So the people thought if God failed to send the rain, then surely Baal will provide. We read in 1 Kings 18 of the conflict between Elijah and the 800 plus prophets of Baal and of the Assyrian religion.  Of course, Elijah prevailed; for God is alive and all other gods are either demons or do not even exist!

We cannot serve two masters, for that is rebellion and idolatry.

Regarding rebellion, the Lord once showed prophetically how His children keep on walking away from Him, only to come back later with ‘blood’ of sin and rebellion and idolatry on their hands. The children who have chosen their own path would then return, time after time, expecting God to wash their hands clean and forgive them. God is a merciful and gracious God, but how long will He tolerate our sins, our idolatry, our rebellion, our stubbornness, and our desire to always follow after the world?

1 John 2: 3 And this is how we may discern [daily, by experience] that we are coming to know Him [to perceive, recognize, understand, and become better acquainted with Him]: if we keep (bear in mind, observe, practice) His teachings (precepts, commandments). 4 Whoever says, I know Him [I perceive, recognize, understand, and am acquainted with Him] but fails to keep and obey His commandments (teachings) is a liar, and the Truth [of the Gospel] is not in him. 5 But he who keeps (treasures) His Word [who bears in mind His precepts, who observes His message in its entirety], truly in him has the love of and for God been perfected (completed, reached maturity). By this we may perceive (know, recognize, and be sure) that we are in Him: 6 Whoever says he abides in Him ought [as a personal debt] to walk and conduct himself in the same way in which He walked and conducted Himself.

John 14: 21 The person who has My commands and keeps them is the one who [really] loves Me; and whoever [really] loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I [too] will love him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly seen by him and make Myself real to him.]

For we have to understand, the Lord has tolerated our selfish ways and our rebellion, but we make a huge mistake if we do not realise that the Church has drifted far away from God’s Truth and Word. We run an institution called the Church, fostering a religion called Christianity, and we keep the sheep bound and tied.

And we keep on thinking we can toy with God. Samaria and Judah found out that it is a dreadful thing to fall in the hands of the Living God.

The Lord spoke that He shall not be mocked, and there is only a small window still open for us to repent and turn back to Him. Our idolatry and rebellion are like a dead stench in His nostrils, and He is calling us out of the Babylonian spiritual apostasy.

Look at the Church today. There are gifts, but where is the character? There is knowledge, but where is the wisdom? There is prosperity, but where is the holiness?

Character, wisdom and holiness come by the inner working of the Spirit, while knowledge, prosperity and gifts are obtainable without the inner working of the Spirit.

The Lord says the time and the season have come again for us to get out of spiritual Babylon, to get out of the valley of indecision and idolatry and sin, and to come up the mountain of the Lord where He will teach us His ways (Isaiah 2).

For just as judgment came in three waves to Judea, so the Lord’s judgment upon His Church will come in greater waves of intensity. The third wave ended in the final destruction of Jerusalem, and just so with each wave, the Lord will warn and speak, and if we continue to harden our hearts and refuse to listen to the ways of God, we shall then also be plundered and endure the sword, famine, plague and drought.

So the Lord says that those who will now listen to God, even walking in rebellion, will have to endure the judgment of their sins, just as King Jehoiachin did, who eventually surrendered. At least, he did surrender, and even though he was in a prison for a while, he was released by the king of Babylon to enjoy the continuous blessing.

Zedekiah refused to submit and endure the prison until the end of his days. Just so, there are those today who will refuse to submit, who will refuse to turn to God’s ways, and so the judgment will be severe but there will be no release from prison.

And those who stand at the head of the flock, but who walk in rebellion, be aware that just so will their flock suffer as Zedekiah’s people suffered during the days of the siege. For the Lord says that the veil is torn in two, and for those who follow a rebellious shepherd instead of the true King, are also rebellious for the Lord has sent His Son, His Spirit and Word so that we can walk in all truth. 

And for those who seek the ways of the rebellious leader that they choose to form a tie and a link, and so they will also be judged until they repent of their ways.

The Lord says that the Church of today is a rebellious house, but out of the rebellious house will arise the true Bride of the Lord who worships in Spirit and Truth.  Praise the Lord!

Rebellion only hardens our hearts, and it will cause us to sit in the counsel of the wicked and follow the ways of religion, of the Self and even of the devil himself (Psalm 1).

So the Lord says that He will keep on sending His servants and messengers to speak against rebellion and idolatry, but how we need to listen for let those who have an ear hear what the Spirit of the Lord says (Revelation 2, 3).

It says in “Romans 3: 10 As it is written, None is righteous, just and truthful and upright and conscientious, no, not one. 11 No one understands [no one intelligently discerns or comprehends]; no one seeks out God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have gone wrong and have become unprofitable and worthless; no one does right, not even one! 13 Their throat is a yawning grave; they use their tongues to deceive (to mislead and to deal treacherously). The venom of asps is beneath their lips. 14 Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood. 16 Destruction [as it dashes them to pieces] and misery mark their ways. 17 And they have no experience of the way of peace [they know nothing about peace, for a peaceful way they do not even recognize]. 18 There is no [reverential] fear of God before their eyes.

Indeed, without God, we shall continue in our rebellious and unrighteous ways. Only when we abide and rest in God, shall we find our way, and shall we walk in God’s blessing and order.

Revelation 2: 4 But I have this [one charge to make] against you: that you have left (abandoned) the love that you had at first [you have deserted Me, your first love]. 5 Remember then from what heights you have fallen. Repent (change the inner man to meet God’s will) and do the works you did previously [when first you knew the Lord], or else I will visit you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you change your mind and repent.

Ultimately, let us remember 2 Thessalonians 2, which speaks of the one who comes as the lawless one. Satan, the great dragon, is rebellion personified, and he wants us to be rebellious so that we will lose our way. After all, the antichrist is the one of lawlessness. 

2 Thessalonians 2: 6 And now you know what is restraining him [from being revealed at this time]; it is so that he may be manifested (revealed) in his own [appointed] time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness (that hidden principle of rebellion against constituted authority) is already at work in the world, [but it is] restrained only until he who restrains is taken out of the way. 9 The coming [of the lawless one, the antichrist] is through the activity and working of Satan and will be attended by great power and with all sorts of [pretended] miracles and signs and delusive marvels—[all of them] lying wonders - 10 And by unlimited seduction to evil and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing (going to perdition) because they did not welcome the Truth but refused to love it that they might be saved.

And so Paul reminds us, in conclusion, the following: 15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions and instructions which you were taught by us, whether by our word of mouth or by letter.

Let us seek the Lord, turn from our rebellious ways, and turn to God as our true love, so that we may be betrothed unto Him until we partake of the heavenly feast for all eternity!
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Beware of hidden sins and agendas
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2 Timothy 1: 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.  13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

There is a far greater treasure that is deposited in us when we come to the Lord than any other treasure of the world. It is the treasure of God’s Spirit, His Word, His Life and Truth and Presence that He deposits within us. 

2 Corinthians 4: 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness”, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.

Praise
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