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THE HISTORY OF

K-POP

Welcome to the crazy world of K-Pop. Let us take you

on a journey through the history of South Korean music.


THE CULTURAL

EXCHANGE

The rise of western-

influenced music in Korea

can be traced back as far

as 1885, when a missionary

(that’s someone who travels

abroad to share their

religious beliefs) named

Henry Appenzeller began to teach

western folk songs to schoolchildren,

replacing the original English lyrics


with Korean ones. These

new-sounding songs were

known as changga and

often denounced Korea’s

oppressors (otherwise

known as throwing shade,

peeps).

      The songs were quickly

   banned by the Japanese

when they ruled over Korea in the first

half of the twentieth century.  Then,

after Korea gained its independence

from Japan, the peninsula

was partitioned into North

and South, causing the

Korean war, with American

popular music filtering

into Korea via the U.S.

troops. Over time, western

culture gradually became

more accepted, and pop

music derived from the old

changga songs became

known as Trot. Trot music

started to sound more

American and it was at this

time that the first Korean

pop stars, The Kim Sisters,

rose to popularity.

Seo Taiji and Boys

performing I Know on

MBC’s music show in 1992.
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NEW SOUNDS


The Korean music scene was

dominated by Trot until the group Seo

Taiji and Boys came onto the scene.

They are considered the founders of

modern K-Pop. Their first televised

performance on MBC in 1992 was a

defining moment. Their song 난 알아요

(I Know) was an upbeat mix of rap

and ballad, and instantly resonated

with Korean youth. They were ready

for a new style of dance music fused

with hip-hop, borrowing ideas from

African-American culture. Despite

getting the lowest score of the night,

the song went on to top the charts

and remained there for 17 weeks.


K-PIONEERS


Seo Taiji and Boys used their new

fame to speak for their young fans

and the issues they faced. Their track

Classroom Idea heavily criticised the

South Korean school system and

the pressure young students were

facing, while gangster-rap Come Back

Home, explored Taiji’s experience of

running away from home. Though they

retired in 1996, their impact – fighting

censorship, challenging fashion

norms – laid foundations for the entire

industry and set a blueprint for what

record labels looked for in the next

teen sensation. Phew, job done, Boys!

Paving the way ... 

Sunglasses, hats and

gloves ... it was a look!
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