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            The book of Jonah is the most enjoyable to read among all the minor prophets. Some biblical scholars consider it a historical account, while others see it as a symbolic story, teaching that just as Jonah failed to fulfill his duty to the people of Nineveh, so Israel failed in its moral and religious obligations to other nations. Jesus' reference to Jonah (Matthew 12:38-41) seems to indicate that Jonah was a historical narrative.There is controversy as to whether it is history or a story. Little is known about Jonah, but it has been proven that men have been swallowed by whales before, and came out alive.
The teaching of the book of Jonah is one of the highest in the Old Testament. The central theme is the universality of God's salvation, his love and generous providence, which is not the exclusive patrimony of any people, not even the Israelites. This universal design of divine salvation is opposed to the exclusivism into which the Jewish community fell. In this sense, the book of Jonah joins Isaiah 19:23-25 and the book of Ruth. Jonah's resistance first and then his sadness for the conversion of Nineveh, which temporarily prevented the fulfillment of God's judgment, clearly represent the idea of Jewish particularism.
On the other hand, the book teaches us that even the most categorical predictions of God against non-Jewish peoples manifest God's merciful will. He only waits for some sign of repentance to give His forgiveness, because the Gentiles are also granted the possibility of conversation. With Jonah we are one step away from the gospel.
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In our biblical journey today we continue our journey through the Old Testament, and we come to the book of Jonah. We will dedicate this study and the next one to deal with introductory topics to this book, so that our readers will have the necessary background and background to better understand the scope of this message of the prophet Jonah. We believe that when developing an introduction to a book of the Bible, it is of great importance to know the author, his motivations, his personality traits and the intentionality of his message. In this sense, we trust that this information will be an adequate preparation for you to feel close to the character and the peculiar circumstances in which he lived.

We believe that, in the first place, it will be useful to review the opinions of those who, being critical of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, have raged in their criticisms against this book. Then, we will examine some facts that are common to all the introductions that we always present before the study of any book of the Bible. In this introduction, we will discuss topics such as, for example, the writer of this work, the nature of the book, the date of its composition, the theme or message it conveys and, finally, we will present a general outline summarizing the main themes, in which we will detail the chapters and verses that subdivide the book. Once this is done, we will examine this account according to our usual standard, i.e., commenting on the main details. 

Main criticisms

that this book has received over the years.

Now, Jonah is the book of the Bible that has perhaps been criticized more than any other book. Unfortunately there are many believers who have thoughtlessly, and sometimes jokingly, slandered, unintentionally of course, this important book of the canon of the Holy Scriptures, not realizing that they were innocently favoring the critics of the Bible, making themselves unwary in the face of the skeptics. And with their comments they have implied that the story told in this book is difficult or even almost impossible to believe.

In warfare the enemy's tactic is always to feel out the weak points in the lines of opposition, and to focus his attack on a strategic place. Judging by this criterion, there are many critics who have come to the conclusion that the book of Jonah is the vulnerable part of the divine record. And this book constitutes the place at which the enemy has aimed his heaviest artillery. As a result, the average believer today thinks that this is the weakest link of the 66 links in the chain of Scripture. And if this link gives way, then the whole chain breaks.

Is, then, the book of Jonah the Achilles heel of the Bible? Well, it would be if we were to accept the ridiculous explanation given by the critics. Those who translated the Septuagint or Greek Version of the Seventy were the first to question the reasonableness of this book. They established, so to speak, the standards for criticism that have come down to our own day. One ancient method consisted in allegorizing the book and classifying it with other well-known novels. They turn it into an allegory, saying that this story never really took place.

Some of the outlandish theories of the critics are so far-fetched and exaggerated that they are actually almost ridiculous. It is much easier to believe the book of Jonah as it has come down to us than to believe these explanations. Now we would like to share with you some of these outlandish explanations about this book of Jonah.

(1) Some critics, who have not a shred of evidence to support their claim, have said that Jonah was the son of the widow of Zarephath.

(2) Some have presented the theory that Jonah had a dream when he was in the ship, while sleeping, during the storm, and that the book of Jonah is the account of that dream.

(3) Others relate the book of Jonah to the Phoenician myth of Hercules and the Sea Monster. There is absolutely no similarity and they continue to try to find some explanation.

(4) Another group holds that Jonah was a real character, who actually took a ship bound for Tarshish and a storm wrecked the ship. After the storm and the shipwreck, he was rescued and/or boarded another ship in which there was the figure of a fish on its figurehead, which would explain the story of the book of Jonah. We can well understand that, after being rescued from a storm, Jonah would have remained unconscious for a few moments. In those moments, we can also understand that he could have felt as if he was inside a fish, but in our opinion, after recovering, say on the second day, Jonah would have come to the conclusion that he was in a ship and not inside a fish.

(5) Now, there are others who go even further in their pretended explanations. They believe that there was a large dead fish floating nearby, and that Jonah took refuge in it during the storm. So these people have a dead fish and a living Jonah. But before concluding the study of this book we are going to change the order, and say that what we really have here is a living fish and a dead Jonah.

So, in general, most critics of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures have adopted the view that the book of Jonah is nothing more than an allegory, that it was merely a story that could be classified among the fables of Aesop or Samaniego. The authors of such explanations claim that this book is unreasonable, and have put forward these theories to lend credibility to the story. It would be very interesting indeed to hear Jonah's reaction to these supposedly "reasonable" explanations. Truly, when listening to some criticisms one has the feeling that one needs more faith to believe them, to assume them, than one needs to simply accept the veracity of the Biblical text.

We must discard all these explanations for not being based on facts, for not offering any vestige of truth from a historical point of view. Moreover, for having come into existence in the imaginations of critics. It can be established that Jonah was a historical character and not a character of mythology. It can be determined on good authority that the account is accurate. And it can be shown that the message of this book is highly significant even for this crucial age in which we are living. Let us make some considerations about

The writer

Jonah was a historical character and the author of this book. Let's read a passage from one of the historical books, the second book of Kings, chapter 14, verse 23, which says: In the 15th year of Amaziah son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Joash began to reign in Samaria over Israel. He reigned 41 years. Now, as far as we know, no one has ever doubted that Jeroboam II was a king in the northern kingdom of Israel and that he reigned for 41 years. This is a historical record. Verses 24 and 25 of this same chapter 14 of the Second Book of Kings go on to say: But he did evil in the sight of the Lord, for he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. He restored the borders of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which he had spoken by his servant Jonah the son of Amitai, the prophet who was of Gath-hepher. Now, King Jeroboam was a real, historical character. Israel was a real nation and Hamath was also a real place, and it is very unlikely that this man Jonah mentioned here is a figment of imagination. So everyone should be consistent in the face of the undeniable details of this account, and consistent with these conclusions that arise from an objective examination of the text. Therefore, we affirm that here we have a historical account, and it is reasonable to conclude that Jonah was a historical character.

It would be stretching things too far to say that the one mentioned in the passage read was another Jonah. It is not at all reasonable to believe that there were 2 Jonahs, both of whose fathers were named Amitai, and that both were prophets. This is especially evident when one notes that the name Jonah was not a common name; the only texts in which this name appeared in the Bible are this reference in the second book of Kings, in the book of Jonah itself, and in the New Testament references to this book. There was only one Jonah in the Bible, and he was a historical character.

In this sense it is interesting to compare the case of Jonah with another of the prophets, and we refer to Obadiah. As far as we know, no one has questioned the existence of a man named Obadiah, who wrote the book that bears his name. And yet, there is no historical record in the Old or New Testament concerning Obadiah. The critics accepted Obadiah, but reject Jonah. Why? The reason is too obvious to overlook. It is that the critics wish to deny the miracle that was recorded in this book.

So we have a historical record of Jonah in the Old Testament, and we also have the testimony in the New Testament expressed by the greatest authority who ever lived on this earth, the Lord Jesus Christ. He personally supported the authenticity of the historical character of Jonah and his experience with the fish. In the Gospel of Luke chapter 11, verse 30, we read: 30for as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation. And then, in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 12, verses 39 to 41 we read: He answered and said to them, "The wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to them except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40As Jonah was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, so will the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. 41The men of Nineveh will rise up in judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and in this place there is one who is more than Jonah. We believe that this statement of the Lord could not have been more clear and forceful.

The moment someone questions the historical record of the book of Jonah, he is questioning the credibility of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is strange to hear a critic say, "Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived," considering that one of the characteristics of a great teacher is that what he teaches is accurate and true. If Jesus was a great teacher, then the authority of his accreditation from the book of Jonah must stand.

We wish to conclude this section in which we have attempted to meet the objections of the critics by quoting the great statesman, Sir Winston Churchill, on the subject of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures:

"We reject with contempt all those learned and laborious myths that Moses was but a legendary figure, upon whom the priesthood and the people based their social, moral and religious ordinances. We believe that the most scientific point of view, the most up-to-date and rationalistic conception, will find its fullest satisfaction in considering Biblical history literally, and identifying one of the greatest human beings with the most decisive and outstanding leap forward in human history. We can be sure that all these events have taken place, as recorded according to the Holy Word". So much for Winston Churchill's testimony

The nature of the book
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