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      Orishas are deities who make up part of the native spirituality of the Yoruba people. This ethnic group consists of 40 million individuals in all, who can be found living in southern and central Benin and Nigeria.

      Though an Orisha is interpreted as a deity in this religion, they are not just perceived as divine entities. The belief is that an Orisha comes to be when a supernatural power commands it to be, an ancestor idealizes it, or it is associated with a natural item.

      It is a multidimensional unity that joins both forces, people, and objects to utilize and take in the different spirits’ rewards.

      In the Yoruba custom, there are reported to be anything from 400 to 1,440 different Orisha. Followers believe that day-to-day life’s capacity relies on the correct insight and behavior associated with their “Ori.” In actual terms, Ori means head, and in terms of spirituality, it relates to the soul and one’s future.

      Devotees also maintain that by carrying out rituals and honoring the Orishas, they will reach their destinies, which God had designed for them before their birth.

      The relationship between Orishas and humans is a mutual one. Orishas require devotion and worship by human beings to continue to exist in the world and spirit realms.

      J. Omosade Awolalu, a Nigerian scholar, separated the Orishas into three categories: the primordial divinities, deified ancestors, and natural forces.

      Primordial divinities are deities or beings that existed before the birth of the world. Some existed before the arrival of humankind. They emanated straight from God and with no human interference. They are also known as “Aro Orun,” people of Heaven. Some Orishas are also known as “Irunmole,” the world’s first inhabitants, who are now considered sacred beings who still reside both in and on Earth.

      Deified ancestors are the individuals who lived on the Earth after it was molded. These people had such a remarkable impact on the planet that their descendants thus continued to cherish and share in their memory. These people who shaped the world were warriors, queens, kings, cultural heroes, and heroines who greatly influenced the Yoruba community and are still celebrated today.

      Lastly, there are the natural forces. From the Yoruba perspective, this is an element of the world that has many benefits for both the spirit and humans. Spirits may reside in the earth, mountains, rivers, trees, lakes, and the wind. Worshippers gather at sacred locations where their adoration and devotions are directed at the spirit which resides in these natural phenomena.

      In the 18th and 19th centuries, when individuals from these countries were enslaved and sent to the Americas, they took their practices and beliefs. Because of this, the legs of this religion still exist in parts of South America and the Caribbean.

      Regardless of the impact that other mainstream religions have made on cultural beliefs and practices, the Yoruba people still look to the deities when needing help, advice, or support.

      Let us take a look at seven of the most profound Orishas.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            One

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          
            Father Figure of the Orishas

          

        

      

    

    
      Obatala is known to be a wise Orisha and is often also known as the chief and judge. He is married to Yemeya, who is the mother figure of all Orishas and is the Goddess of the Oceans. According to some patakis, Obatala is the father of all human beings. He and Yemeya created a lot of children. One day he got very drunk when making humans because he was thirsty and he drank some palm wine. Under the influence of the wine, he made some deformed humans. After he sobered up, he realized what he had done. He swore from that day that he would never drink and now every handicapped or deformed person has a special place in his heart. He takes extra care of them. Obatala shows mercy and compassion because of the fact that he realizes that he erred once when he got drunk on the palm wine. This is why he is also known to be the fairest Orisha of all.

      Very Strong

      Obatala was a very strong warrior when he was young and saw many injustices and wrongs being committed during those wars. Which is why when he became an Orisha, he vouched for peace. His experience on the battlefields angered him and now, as a judge, he is very much involved in the law and issues of justice. He will be involved in any kind of legal case or court issue. You can invoke him during such times for his help. However, do not invoke him if you are guilty unless you are willing to be punished for it. Obatala is also involved in karmic justice. If you think someone has done a karmic injustice to you, you can call to him for help. He will help you and make you be strong. He encourages humans to take responsibility for their irrational actions.

      Obatala has no gender and is thought to be asexual. This signifies why he is rightfully thought to be the father of human beings. He has no patience for the gender fights which break out in the human community.

      All in White

      Obatala is also associated with the color white. He is known as the God of white clothing and even loves his food to be white in color. He loves white offerings with no spices or even alcohol. People tend to spread a white cotton ball on the offerings they make to Obatala to please him. People can even offer him eggs, rice, mushrooms, water, milk, crushed egg shells, snail shells, myrrh or tobacco. Obatala worshippers dance in white costumes and offer white pumpkin, coconut milk and light up sandalwood incense to please this Orisha.

      Obatala is often found in churches, libraries, universities, mountains, forest and the military. His number is 8 and his feast day is the 24th of September. His tool is a horsetail fly whisk. All of the animals sacrificed to Obatala should be white in color such as she-goats, guinea hens, doves, and hens.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Two

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          
            Lord of the Crossroads

          

        

      

    

    
      Elegba, also known as Legba or Elewa, Elleguá, Elegua is one of the most important Orishas to exist. He is known to be the first orisha to be created by Olodumare herself. He is known to be the Lord of the Crossroads because without him, our prayers to the other Orishas would never reach. He represents the beginning and end of life as well as the opening and closing paths of life. Which is why when people worship or make offerings to the other Orishas; they make sure to make an offering to Elegba as well to have his blessing. He facilitates divination by communicating to the other orishas for us. Otherwise the doors of communication with the other orishas would remain closed.

      Fun and Games

      Elegba is also very commonly known as the trickster, troublemaker or even experimenter. This is because he likes to test humanity. He is a witness to everything a man says or does and he tests our word, the truth and integrity of it. This is why people know him as a trickster. During the reception of the Warriors in initiation, Elegba is the first orisha to be received before Oshun, Ochosi and Ogun. He can speak for all of the other Orishas which is why people tend to make him an offering first before the others. He is recognized as the most crucial and important Orisha during such ceremonies.

      Different Appearances

      Elegba is often represented as a child and sometimes an old man. He is represented as a child
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